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Tina and I often spoke about what she wanted in the future. I encouraged her to join a cleaning agency and helped her get a false
residential address to aid her in applying for the job. Her work gave her a glowing confidence. She walked tall and smiled frequently and
told me that her work gave her back the self-respect she lost to the tunnels. She didn’t want to leave Melvin, but many times I would find
her rocking back and forth in her chair in the tunnel, crying.

“He’s dying,” she would tell me. I’m watching him die and I’m killing him.” With the money she made with her new job, Melvin was
able to buy heroin. He was only a skeleton of the man with the wide smile I had first known. Melvin refused treatment because he said he
didn’t want to leave Tina. I convinced Tina to pretend she also had a drug problem and sign the two of them up on a long waiting list for a
six-month drug rehabilitation program. We had talked about doing this for several weeks, and one day she had the confidence to do it. On
our way back, we picked up a bucket of fried chicken to celebrate. As she and her man ate and talked, I stood in the corner and watched
what I thought would be the unfolding of a success story.

Instead, Melvin became furious. Believing that the city would now take away their welfare because they admitted to drug use, he began
to hit Tina and throw her around. I stood up and walked into the brawl between Tina and her man, and I tried to explain that I had been the
one to tell Tina to sign up for the program. In an attempt to get to Tina, Melvin threw me against the wall. I woke up a little dizzy, Tina
crying over me. She was terrified that I was dead. She asked me to leave and never come back.

I REMEMBER A MAN IN THE TUNNELS WARNING ME WHEN I BEGAN the project that there is a point at which you feel so
much you become numb. I was numb for several months and I broke through the numbness by fighting. Still, only now that I am out of the
tunnels for good can I let myself be frightened.

When I sat down to write this epilogue, I felt drained and hollow, afraid that I have failed to accomplish what I set out to do. Thoughts of
the people swirl around my head. There are many stories left untold. I offer this work as research into this tragedy of our times, notes for the
present and future, to prevent more souls from being lost to the tunnels, and perhaps to stir more hope in bringing them back home.
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