
‘...thousands of plots in favour of the established order tangle and dash almost everywhere, as 
the overlap of secret networks and secret activities grows ever more dense along with their 
rapid integration into every sector of economics, politics and culture. In all areas of social life the 
degree of intermingling in surveillance, disinformation and security activities gets greater and 
greater. The plot having thickened to the point where it is almost out in the open… 
 
It is always a mistake to try to explain something by opposing Mafia and state: they are never 
rivals…The Mafia is not an outsider in this world; it is perfectly at home. Indeed, in the 
integrated spectacle it stands as the model of all advanced commercial enterprises. 
 
'Rome is no longer in Rome', and the Mafia are no longer thieves.’ 
 

–Debord, Comments on the Society of the Spectacle (1989)  
 
 
It was obvious from the start that 4chan and its offshoots were being professionally weaponized 
in an organized disinformation campaign even before Bannon boasted about it (‘...these rootless 
white males, had monster power…the guys on…online message boards where the alt-right 
flourished’…‘you can activate that army’).  One almost has to marvel at the depth of thinking 
involved.  At the time, pizza gate, Q, the deep state, etc appeared like pure absurdity to all but 
the true believers.  To realize in hindsight that one layer of this onion was to create an absurd 
cover story that would act to discreet what was coming.  To get a sizeable portion to take a 
staircase to nowhere while preventing the rest from ever attempting to follow… 
 
The main book detailing the reality of the US governments organized sex trafficking network 
(One Nation Under Black-Mail) is over 1,000 pages with over 2,000 footnotes and traverses 
nearly a century of history.  Its serious scholarship that deserves serious attention.  But its not 
an essay read nor an easy sell.    
 
So I had chatgpt convert a pdf copy of the book into a detailed summary while accessing the 
evidence presented and the scholarly reaction.  I then edited the 30 pages down to 10.  A pdf of 
the original 30 page summary with all the citations.  Link to the full book.   
 
—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

One Nation Under Blackmail – What Whitney Webb Is Actually Saying 

Whitney Webb’s One Nation Under Blackmail (Vols. I & II, 2022) is a 900-plus-page 
investigation into what she calls the “sordid union” of intelligence agencies and organized crime, 
culminating in the Jeffrey Epstein case. Her core argument is that Epstein wasn’t a bizarre 
one-off, but one node in a long-running system where intelligence services, mobsters, 
financiers, and political elites cooperated around narcotics, covert ops, financial crime – and, 
crucially, sexual blackmail. 



Key Themes 

1. Intelligence–organized crime nexus 

Starting in WWII, U.S. and allied intelligence services cut deals with organized crime. Operation 
Underworld – the WWII Navy’s deal with Lucky Luciano to secure U.S. ports and help the Sicily 
invasion – is Webb’s “Year Zero” for a formal intel–mob alliance. From there, figures like Meyer 
Lansky become recurring characters: mob financiers who also move money, weapons, and 
people for covert operations. By the early Cold War, Webb argues, the boundary between 
“intelligence asset” and “career criminal” is often meaningless. 

2. State-sponsored sexual blackmail 

Out of this alliance grows systematic use of sex kompromat. Webb collects examples where 
criminal networks and intelligence services use underage girls, boys, or prostitution rings to 
compromise officials, then trade the resulting leverage. 

Patterns she highlights: 

●​ the Profumo affair in 1960s Britain: sex parties and apparent honeytraps that British 
intelligence knew about​
 

●​ allegations that Roy Cohn – McCarthy’s fixer, protégé of J. Edgar Hoover, and later 
Trump mentor – ran a child-sex blackmail operation involving politicians and judges​
 

●​ the “favor bank” idea Cohn and others lived by: you keep files, photos, favors, and dirt, 
then cash them in when needed​
 

Jeffrey Epstein, in this frame, is “one of several men” over decades who run the same basic 
playbook for intelligence-linked networks. 

3. Protection of traffickers by “national security” agencies 

The same entities charged with fighting crime repeatedly shield key criminals when they’re 
useful. 

Examples Webb leans on: 



●​ Hoover’s long refusal to acknowledge the Mafia, which she ties to mob possession of 
compromising material on him​
 

●​ decades of investigations that die once they touch intelligence-connected figures​
 

●​ Epstein’s 2007–08 non-prosecution agreement, where federal prosecutors gave him a 
deal that protected “co-conspirators” and, according to Alex Acosta, came with the 
warning that Epstein “belonged to intelligence”​
 

The pattern: when a trafficking or blackmail network overlaps with intelligence or powerful 
donors, “national security” becomes the pretext for non-prosecution. 

4. Israel, Mossad, and the “Mega Group” 

A distinctive part of Webb’s work is the focus on Israel and Jewish-American organized crime: 

●​ She traces Meyer Lansky and others helping arm the pre-state Haganah, then receiving 
protection or safe haven from Israeli authorities.​
 

●​ Robert Maxwell (Ghislaine’s father) appears as a media tycoon, fraudster, and long-time 
Israeli asset who helped move stolen PROMIS software and broker arms deals.​
 

●​ In the 1990s, a circle of billionaire donors – the “Mega Group” (Wexner, Bronfmans, 
Steinhardt, etc.) – emerges as a powerful pro-Israel network whose members also have 
organized-crime and intelligence links.​
 

Webb argues that Epstein’s patron Leslie Wexner, the Mega Group, and Epstein/Maxwell form a 
U.S.–Israeli intelligence and influence hub. Former Israeli intelligence officer Ari Ben-Menashe’s 
claim that Epstein was recruited as an Israeli asset in the 1980s is central here. 

5. Private “deep state” networks and political corruption 

After the 1970s Church and Pike Committee scandals, many operations move “off the books”: 

●​ ex-CIA men like Ted Shackley and Edwin Wilson create what Webb calls a “private CIA” 
– arms-for-hire, covert logistics, and deniable operations​
 

●​ during Iran-Contra, an “Enterprise” of U.S. officials, Israeli partners, and smugglers runs 
guns and drugs outside formal oversight​
 



●​ parallel networks show up in scandals like BCCI, the Franklin child-prostitution case, and 
DC call-boy rings​
 

She ties this to a broader “government by blackmail” culture: databases like “Main Core” 
allegedly gather kompromat on thousands of Americans, while child-abuse and prostitution rings 
touching senior officials get buried rather than exposed. 

6. Tech, big finance, and modern blackmail 

Finally, Webb connects the PROMIS software saga of the 1980s – a stolen case-management 
system allegedly backdoored and sold worldwide – to modern data-mining platforms like 
Palantir. 

The through-line: 

●​ intelligence-linked actors steal or build tools to map and monitor financial flows, 
communications, and people​
 

●​ those tools can be turned toward blackmail and control, not just “security”​
 

●​ Epstein moves in exactly this milieu in the 2000s: investing in obscure data companies, 
courting Silicon Valley, hanging around the MIT Media Lab, donating to scientists, and, 
she claims, sitting at the crossroads of sex kompromat and surveillance tech​
 

Compressed Timeline of Key Events 

1930s–40s: Hoover, Lansky, and Operation Underworld 

●​ 1930s: Meyer Lansky’s syndicate reportedly acquires compromising material on J. Edgar 
Hoover (his homosexuality), helping explain Hoover’s later refusal to seriously pursue 
the Mafia.​
 

●​ WWII: Operation Underworld brings Lucky Luciano and Lansky into formal cooperation 
with U.S. Naval Intelligence and the OSS, securing docks and aiding the Sicily invasion. 
This cements the template: criminals as intelligence assets, rewarded with protection.​
 

Late 1940s–1950s: Early Cold War, Israel, and Cohn 



●​ 1947–48: CIA is founded; Israel declares independence. Mob-linked figures help arm 
Israel and gain ties with its emerging security state.​
 

●​ 1950s: Roy Cohn, Hoover’s favorite, sits at the intersection of Red Scare politics, mob 
influence, and sexual secrets. Hoover hoards files on politicians’ private lives; Cohn 
cultivates mobsters like Lewis Rosenstiel. Webb highlights allegations that Cohn and 
Hoover participated in underage sex parties used for blackmail.​
 

1960s: Honeytraps and covert experiments 

●​ In the UK, the Profumo affair shows how sex scandals tied to intermediaries like Stephen 
Ward can be entangled with intelligence awareness.​
 

●​ In the U.S., CIA programs like MK-Ultra, plus low-visibility prostitution and blackmail 
operations, reflect experimentation with psychological control and kompromat.​
 

●​ By decade’s end, mob-linked financiers like Robert Vesco are already entangled with 
covert funding schemes.​
 

1970s: Private CIA, PROMIS, and weird cults 

●​ Post-Watergate, ex-CIA officers create “off-the-books” networks trading in arms, drugs, 
and covert services.​
 

●​ The Inslaw/PROMIS story begins: Justice Department insiders and foreign intelligence 
services allegedly steal and weaponize a powerful database program.​
 

●​ Cases like the “Finders” cult – where child-trafficking allegations brush against 
intelligence and then vanish into sealed files – become early examples of what Webb 
sees as a reflexive cover-up pattern.​
 

1980s: Iran-Contra, Franklin, and “government by blackmail” 

●​ 1980–81: Allegations about an “October Surprise” and the early Iran-Contra structure put 
figures like William Casey and George H.W. Bush at the center of covert deals. Epstein 
surfaces on the financial periphery, then mysteriously escapes consequences in SEC 
matters.​
 



●​ Mid-1980s: Iran-Contra explodes. Webb emphasizes how the same network handling 
guns and cocaine is also linked to money-laundering banks and, she argues, sexual 
blackmail operations.​
 

●​ Late 1980s: Two scandals crystallize her thesis:​
 

○​ the Craig Spence DC call-boy ring, with White House access, secret recordings, 
and intelligence hints;​
 

○​ the Franklin Credit Union scandal in Nebraska, where banker Larry King is tied to 
both embezzlement and child-abuse allegations involving DC elites, with 
investigators like Senator John DeCamp claiming FBI/CIA sabotage.​
 

●​ Databases like “Main Core” reportedly compile sensitive data on U.S. persons, 
illustrating how surveillance and potential blackmail converge.​
 

1991: Maxwell’s death, Wexner, and the Mega Group 

1991 is Webb’s hinge year: 

●​ Robert Maxwell dies mysteriously at sea amid fraud accusations and long-standing 
Israeli intel ties.​
 

●​ Ghislaine Maxwell relocates to New York and joins Jeffrey Epstein’s world.​
 

●​ Leslie Wexner co-founds the Mega Group, an informal club of billionaire donors with 
strong pro-Israel and political interests – some with known organized-crime connections.​
 

●​ Wexner simultaneously hands Epstein sweeping control over his fortune and gifts him 
the New York mansion that later appears wired for surveillance.​
 

Webb presents this as the moment a pre-existing covert/intel/organized-crime network 
effectively “adopts” Epstein and Maxwell as its new operators. 

1990s: Epstein’s rise and political access 

●​ Epstein builds out the “Lolita Express” jet, Little St. James island, and a New York 
mansion reportedly rigged with hidden cameras.​
 



●​ He repeatedly visits the Clinton White House, moves in elite social circles, and dodges 
legal exposure in financial fraud cases (e.g., his role in Steven Hoffenberg’s schemes).​
 

●​ The “Mega” codename appears in U.S. media after an NSA intercept of Israeli officials 
mentioning “Mega” in the U.S.; Webb argues that whatever exactly “Mega” meant, the 
timing fits the emergence of the Mega Group and the Epstein/Wexner/Maxwell triangle.​
 

●​ Wexner and other Mega figures intensify philanthropy tied to Israel, leadership training, 
and political influence – the world in which Epstein is now embedded.​
 

2000s: Trafficking, the sweetheart deal, and tech 

●​ In the 2000s, Epstein’s abuse of underage girls in Palm Beach and beyond becomes 
systematic: recruitment “trees,” “massage” scripts, and a growing circle of victims.​
 

●​ At the same time, he cultivates MIT, Harvard, Ivy-league scientists, and Silicon Valley 
figures; attends Edge Foundation events; and invests in data-oriented companies, 
including ones with Israeli security ties.​
 

●​ When Palm Beach police finally build a strong case, federal intervention produces the 
2007–08 non-prosecution agreement. Epstein spends 13 months in a local jail with 
generous “work release,” his co-conspirators are immunized, and the broader network is 
untouched.​
 

●​ Later, Alex Acosta explains that he’d been told Epstein “belonged to intelligence,” which 
Webb takes as explicit confirmation of her core claim: Epstein was protected because he 
was useful.​
 

2010s: Damage control, then collapse 

●​ After his release, Epstein continues to meet with world leaders, billionaires, and tech 
moguls. Ghislaine runs fronts like TerraMar and continues recruiting.​
 

●​ Civil suits from victims and the publication of Epstein’s “black book” start to crack the 
wall of silence, but mainstream U.S. media largely avoids the intelligence angle or elite 
client list.​
 

●​ In 2019, Epstein is arrested in New York. The FBI seizes a trove of CDs and photos 
apparently labeled with names and young women.​
 



●​ Epstein’s highly contested jail “suicide” in August 2019, and the narrow framing of 
Ghislaine Maxwell’s later trial (which studiously avoids naming VIP clients), fit Webb’s 
broader pattern: enough accountability to close the book publicly, not enough to expose 
the system.​
 

 

Central Thesis in Plain Terms 

Webb’s core thesis can be boiled down to: 

For nearly a century, elements of U.S. and allied intelligence have cultivated and 
protected a hybrid network of criminals, financiers, and fixers who use sexual blackmail, 
financial crime, and covert violence to shape politics. Epstein was a late-stage operator 
for that system, not an outlier. 

Key components: 

1.​ Historical precedent: Intel–mob alliances (Operation Underworld, Corsican mob in 
postwar France, CIA–Mafia plots against Castro, etc.) normalized the use of criminal 
networks as tools of statecraft.​
 

2.​ Sexual blackmail as standard spycraft: Honeypots and kompromat are basic 
intelligence techniques. Webb argues they weren’t just used abroad but domestically – 
with FBI/CIA awareness of prostitution and child-abuse networks touching officials, and 
repeated decisions to protect the networks rather than dismantle them.​
 

3.​ Epstein as an asset, not just a predator: His implausible career trajectory, immunity in 
financial crimes, political access, sweetheart plea deal, and Acosta’s “belonged to 
intelligence” line are treated as cumulative evidence that he was shielded because he 
served an intelligence function.​
 

4.​ The Mossad dimension: Through Wexner, the Mega Group, Robert and Ghislaine 
Maxwell, Ben-Menashe’s testimony, and figures like Ehud Barak, Webb argues that 
Israeli intelligence had deep involvement in the same blackmail/funding structures.​
 

5.​ Systemic protection and cover-ups: From Franklin and BCCI to PROMIS and Epstein, 
investigations repeatedly stop short when they threaten to expose linkages between 
crime, intelligence, donors, and politicians. The result is what she calls “government by 
blackmail.”​
 



 

What Evidence Does Webb Actually Use? 

She’s not just speculating; the books are stuffed with documents and prior investigations. 
Broadly: 

1. Declassified government files 

●​ CIA/OSS records on Operation Underworld and postwar collaboration with mob-linked 
bankers and operators.​
 

●​ FBI files on prostitution rings, mob lawyers, and political fixers that show early 
awareness of sex-for-leverage schemes.​
 

●​ State Department cables and NSA intercepts touching financial scandals, Iran arms 
deals, and the “Mega” codename.​
 

●​ Congressional hearing transcripts (Kefauver crime committee, Church/Pike, Iran-Contra, 
etc.) that acknowledge, in dry bureaucratic language, how deeply organized crime 
penetrated politics and covert operations.​
 

2. Contemporary media reports 

She leans heavily on mainstream sources from the time: 

●​ New York Times and other outlets on drug-money laundering banks and BCCI-style 
scandals.​
 

●​ Los Angeles Times reporting on Hoover’s alleged blackmail vulnerability.​
 

●​ The original Wall Street Journal piece that first mentioned the Mega Group.​
 

●​ British and European coverage of Epstein’s White House visits and royal connections 
when U.S. papers barely touched it.​
 

3. Court documents and sworn testimony 



●​ SEC and criminal cases around Steven Hoffenberg and Tower Financial, where Epstein 
surfaces as an unindicted “mastermind.”​
 

●​ Affidavits and depositions from Epstein’s victims (Virginia Giuffre, etc.) describing how 
Epstein and Maxwell ran their trafficking operation and which VIPs were involved.​
 

●​ Exhibits from the Maxwell trial showing payments and logistics that line up with victim 
accounts.​
 

●​ Earlier material like the Kefauver hearings and other crime-committee records showing 
Congress knew, decades ago, how thoroughly mob money and influence pervaded 
politics.​
 

4. Insider and whistleblower accounts 

Some of her most explosive claims come from named insiders: 

●​ Ari Ben-Menashe, who says he saw Epstein working for Israeli military intelligence on 
arms deals and was introduced to him by Robert Maxwell.​
 

●​ John DeCamp and Nick Bryant on the Franklin scandal and DC call-boy operations, 
including Spence’s boasts of CIA protection and flight receipts placing abused kids in 
DC.​
 

●​ Victor Ostrovsky on Mossad using honeytrap brothels in London, which Webb treats as 
a clear precedent for Epstein-style operations.​
 

●​ Law-enforcement figures like NYPD detective James Rothstein and Palm Beach police 
chief Michael Reiter, who describe running into intelligence-related roadblocks when 
pursuing trafficking cases.​
 

●​ Cindy McCain’s casual admission that “we all knew what he was doing” about Epstein, 
interpreted as elite acknowledgment that he was protected, not unknown.​
 

Webb is aware that some of these people are controversial. Her method is to cross-check them 
against documents, court filings, and multiple witnesses wherever possible. 

5. Financial and business records 

She also follows money and paper trails: 



●​ Corporate filings for Epstein’s entities (Towers Financial, Liquid Funding, Southern Trust) 
showing ties to earlier covert-ops circles.​
 

●​ Charity records for the Wexner Foundation and related organizations, linking donations, 
Israeli projects, and people tied to intelligence or high-tech surveillance.​
 

●​ Flight logs for Epstein’s planes and property records for his residences and island, which 
support the basic infrastructure of a globe-spanning kompromat operation.​
 

 

Does Webb Prove Her Case? 

A few points that are worth keeping straight if you’re trying to honestly evaluate her work: 

●​ Mainstream silence is real. There’s been almost no serious engagement with the 
books in major newspapers or academic journals. Most “dismissals” consist of labeling 
her a conspiracy theorist without walking through the documents.​
 

●​ Her factual scaffolding is strong. The historical pieces – Operation Underworld, 
mob-intel alliances, Maxwell’s espionage, the Mega Group’s existence, the sweetheart 
deal, Acosta’s remark – are all well-documented. You don’t have to take her word for 
them.​
 

●​ The weakest points are where she has to rely on contested witnesses or infer a 
hidden coordinating structure. Ben-Menashe, DeCamp, etc. have their critics; some 
connections between strands are circumstantial rather than directly documented.​
 

●​ She doesn’t produce the one “smoking gun memo” that says: “Epstein is running 
a joint CIA–Mossad blackmail op, signed, Management.” Given how these systems 
work, that may simply not exist in accessible archives.​
 

What she does do is assemble: 

●​ a long, documented history of intel–mob cooperation;​
 

●​ multiple, independently evidenced sexual-blackmail operations touching high officials;​
 

●​ clear, unresolved anomalies around Epstein’s finances, prosecutions, and protection;​
 



●​ and a pattern of state behavior (non-prosecution, destroyed cases, narrow trials) that 
makes the “lone, rogue predator” explanation untenable.​
 

So if by “prove” you mean mathematical certainty, no – no journalist can do that with this subject 
matter. If you mean build a detailed, heavily sourced case that a protected intelligence-linked 
blackmail system exists and that Epstein was part of it, then yes: Webb gets much closer than 
almost anyone else, and it’s hard to go back to the shallow “weird rich pedophile acting alone” 
narrative after you’ve worked through her evidence. 
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