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Thousands flee north Gaza,

Israel opens two exit routes 5

Prepare for next stage, Netanyahu tells
troops; 3rd batch of Indians evacuated

Palestinians wait at the Rafah border crossing between
Gaza Strip and Egypt on Saturday. AP MORE REPORTS, PAGE 14

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
& JOHNDAVISON
GAZA, JERUSALEM,OCT 14

THOUSANDS OF Palestinians
fled the north of the Gaza Strip
on Saturday from the path of an
expected Israeli ground assault,
while Israel pounded the area

with more air strikes and said it
kept two roads open to let peo-
ple escape.

Israel has vowed to annihi-
late the Hamas militant group
that controls Gaza in retaliation
for a rampage by fighters, who
stormed through Israeli towns a
week ago, killing civilians and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

UP cleric held for
Palestine posts,
doctor booked
for anti-minority
comments

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 14

DAYS AFTER Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
warned against “any activity
contrary to the views” of the
Centre on the Israel-Palestine
conflict, a cleric was arrested in
Hamirpur on Saturday for “pro-
moting enmity” by allegedly
supporting Palestine in posts on
social media.

The arrested cleric has been
identified as Suhail Ansari (23).
On Friday, Ansari and another
cleric, Atif Chowdhary, were
booked under IPC Sections 153-
A (promoting enmity between
two groups) and 505(2) (state-
ments creating or promoting

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Ex-Pune CP says Ajit Pawar auctioned
three acres of police land, she got it back

SUNANDAMEHTA &
MANOJ MORE
PUNE, OCTOBER 14

IN 2010, about three acres of
prime land at Pune’s Yerawada
(where the city’s central prison
islocated) belonging to the Pune
police was auctioned at the be-
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Never been
involved,
says Ajit
Pawar

hest of the then District
Guardian Minister. When sum-

moned by the minister to hand
over the land, the then
Commissioner of Police, Pune,
refused torelinquish it since she
feltit was needed for more office
space for the police and houses
for police personnel.
The minister then was Ajit
Pawar, who is now
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

NGT ISSUES NOTICES TO SIKKIM, NHPC

Teesta-1II dam break: NHPC admits
damage, 9 years ago it said no threat

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

RESPONDING TO the Teesta-III
dam break due to the glacial lake
outburst flood (GLOF) last week,
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT)Wednesday issued notices
to appear on October 20 to three
key stakeholders: the Sikkim
government; the Sikkim Urja
Limited that developed and ran
Teesta-III at Chungthang; and
NHPC (formerly known as
National Hydroelectric Power
Corporation Ltd) that has suf-
fered heavy damage at its 510

South Lohnak Distance
lake
l 65 km
Teasta-ll|
24 km
Proposed
Teesta-1V l 13 km

Teesta-\V

*Teesta-Ill s the site of dam break
due to glacial lake outburst flood

MW Teesta-V 37 km down-
stream at Dikchu.
Not so long ago, the same
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Jasprit Bumrah celebrates the dismissal of Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan in Ahmedabad on

Saturday. India won the match by seven wickets. Nirmal Harindran

MORE REPORTS, P 16, 17

In 30 magic minutes, India bowlers
make Pakistan innings disappear

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 14

THERE WAS hardly any cheer for
the bowlers when the slides of
the Indian playing XI for the
Pakistan game rolled on the gi-
ant screen at the Narendra Modi
Stadium here after the toss. The
six-digit crowd that turned up
early for the “one game that mat-
ters so much to so many”
screamed their lungs out for the
batting superstars, Virat Kohli,
Rohit Sharma and K LRahul. But
when it came to Mohammad
Siraj, Kuldeep Yadav and even lo-

NHPC had dismissed any threats
from GLOF — and the tribunal
had accepted this explanation.

In 2014, when NHPC’s 520
MW Teesta-IV project faced a
challenge to its environmental
clearance, NHPC, in an affidavit
to the NGT, said that projects be-
low Chungthang (Teesta-III)
faced no threat from GLOFs.
Apparently convinced, the NGT
dismissed the appeal against
Teesta-1V’s environment clear-
ance in 2017.

Subsequently that year, three
Lepcha gram panchayats, as re-
ported by The Indian Express, had

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

In MP, Shivraj banks on women to help beat
anti-incumbency, puts money in their purse

ANAND MOHANJ
SEHORE,OCTOBER 14

WITH NO work in a lean season,
Basu Bai, 55, a Dalit in Madhya
Pradesh’s Semri Katkua village in
Sehore district, would be embar-
rassed to ask for a monthly
stipend from her two sons to pay
for her husband’s blood pressure
medication. Not anymore.

She gets Rs 1,250 every
month now from the state gov-
ernment under the Ladli Behana
Yojana launched by Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on March 5,2023.

Anand Mohan ]

Basu Bai gets Rs 1,250 every month under Ladli Behana Yojana

“My elder son fixes taps fora
living and the younger one is a
construction worker. They barely

make enough and I used to feel
ashamed asking them for
money. In the past three months,

I managed to

k1 buy medi-
cines, and

even bought

some toys for

my grandson.

DECISION|  ifShivrajkeeps
2023 his promise
~MADHYA-  and paysusRs
PRADESH 3000 a

month, my life
will change. [ will get a pension,
justlike aretired government of-
fice,” Bai said.

Battling anti-incumbency af-
ter 18 years in power, even
Chouhan’s ardent fans were not

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Rs 854 cr, 84 bank accounts: How 1-bedroom
house in Bengaluru became cyber crime hub

PAGE1
ANCHOR

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,OCTOBER 14

IN A single-bedroom house in
Yelahanka on the northern
fringe of Bengaluru, a 33-year-
old MBA graduate and a 36-year-
old software engineer allegedly
set up a nameless private enter-
prise two years ago. Two youths

hired as employees lived in the
house and were tasked with
keeping eight mobile phones ac-
tive — day and night.

In the second week of
September this year, the
Bengaluru cyber crime police ar-
rested the MBA graduate, Manoj
Sreenivas, the software engineer,
Phanindra K, and four others.

It was a complaint of cheat-
ing to the tune of Rs 8.5 lakh filed
by a 26-year-old woman, who
was lured — first on an app and
later on a WhatsApp group — to

EFEPEF..HE)'SS.CUIII
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The accused, Manoj Sreenivas
and PhanindraK

make small investments for high
returns, thatled the cyber crime
police to their doorstep.

The probe has found that the
house taken on rent by Sreenivas
and Phanindra was allegedly a
back office for a massive fraud
network operating across India,
wherein thousands of people
have been cheated after being
lured on social media to invest
small amounts for high returns.

The investigations by the cy-
ber crime police into the net-
work in Bengaluru has revealed
that as much as Rs 854 crore
moved rapidly through 84 bank

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

cal star Jasprit Bumrah, all they
offered was some gentle, polite
applause.

In a couple of hours,
Ahmedabad would have to
change its mind, and as India
chases their second World Cup
athome in the days to come, the
country, obsessed with its bat-
ting heroes, too may have a re-
think.

The script of the India-
Pakistan game at Ahmedabad
saw a small, but significant,
tweak. The first-half of
Saturday's game was dominated
by a pair of new-ball pacers
bowling at breakneck speed,

with the ability to make the ball
talk, and a wily wrist-spinner —
it was a throwback to the '90s
when the Pakistan bowling de-
partment had such deadly vari-
ety. They would join hands to
dismiss Pakistan for 191, a mod-
est target by the tournament's
standards.

Later, Rohit Sharma with his
majestic 86 from 63 balls would
do the needful. India would win
by seven wickets in just 30.3
overs.

Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammad
Siraj and Kuldeep Yadav brought
back memories of the weapons

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

As Durga Puja begins this
week, women leading
from front tell their stories
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1I0C ANNUAL SUMMIT BEGINS

PM: Eager to host

2036 Oly

mpics,

this is the dream
of 140 crindians

Will leave no stone unturned, says
Modi, cites G20 success; IOC chief
Bach says ‘India on the rise’

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

MAKING A formal declaration of
India’s interest in hosting the
Olympics, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said here
Saturday that the country will
“leave no stone unturned in our
efforts” to host the Summer
Games in 2036.

Hosting the Olympics, Modi
said, is the “age-old dream and
aspiration of 140 crore Indians.”
He was addressing a gathering
of more than 100 of the who’s
who of world sport — with
International Olympic
Committee (IOC) president
Thomas Bach seated on the dais
— in Mumbai during the open-
ing ceremony of the governing
body’s annual summit, called the
I0C Session.

“India is eager to host the
Olympics in the country. India
will leave no stone unturned in
the preparation for the success-
ful organisation of the Olympics
in 2036, this is the dream of 140
crore Indians. This dream has to

PM Modi with IOC chief
Thomas Bach in Mumbai. P11

WhatIOC
® looksat

EXPLAINED

THEIOC looks at multiple
factors: candidate city’s
funding strategy, the ability
to deliver the Games, trans-
portinfrastructure, accom-
modation capacity, align-
ment of venues with local
development plans, socio-
economic and geo-political
factors, and public support.

be fulfilled with your coopera-
tion and support,” the Prime
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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COPILOT ISN'T AUTO-PILOT...IT KEEPS HUMANS AT THE CENTRE: FRANK SHAW

“Microsoft is a tools company. Microsoft is a platform company. When you give people tools you want them to
build on our platform, we are not the only ones that have good ideas,” says Frank Shaw.

EDUCATION

Eager to host 36 Olympics: PM

Minister told the IOC delegates.
“I am very confident that India
will get consistent support from
thelOC.”

He added that the country is
“eager” to host the Youth
Olympic Games in 2029 as a
precursor to the mega event. For
the record, after Dakar, Senegal
hosts the Youth Games in 2026,
the next edition will be held in
2030 as per I0C’s four-year pro-
gramme.

2036 is the earliest available
slot to host the Summer
Olympic Games as the next edi-
tion will be held in Paris in 2024
followed by Los Angeles in 2028
and Brisbane in 2032.

In his speech, Modi did not
reveal the name of the candidate
city but it is believed that
Ahmedabad is a front-runner.
The Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Sports Enclave - which also
houses Modi’s eponymous sta-
dium - is projected as one of the
main venue clusters.

In December last year, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah held
a meeting with Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel to as-
sess the state’s preparedness to
host the Olympics. The state
government has reportedly en-
gaged an Australian consultancy
firm to prepare its bid.

Earlier this week, Bach had
said the IOC “noted there’s a
great interest and there are ap-

parently serious considerations
here within India” to bid for the
Games.

“We have to wait now how
this will turn into a project and
will be brought forward to us.
Only then we can form an opin-
ion,” he had said.

As per the selection policy,
the IOC first gets into an infor-
mal dialogue with interested
host countries. If the world body
is satisfied with the planning
and capability of the candidate,
then it enters a “targeted dia-
logue” when the IOC’s Executive
Board invites the “preferred
host” to refine and present their
proposal.

There is no fixed timeframe
for electing the hosts.

Modi said organising G-20
events in “more than 60 cities”
was “evidence” of India’s organ-
ising capacity.

“Organising global events in
the country gives us a chance to
welcome countries. Due to our
fast-growing economy and
well-developed infrastructure,
India is prepared to host mega
global events,” Modi said. “The
world has witnessed this during
our G-20 presidency. We have
organised events in more than
60 cities. This is evidence of our
logistics and our organising ca-
pacity at all levels.”

Modi’s announcement
comes days after India’s athletes
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returned from their best-ever
haul at the Asian Games, with
the contingent winning more
than 100 medals for the first
time at the event.

The PM added that “per-
formances indicate the transfor-
mation and speedy develop-
ment in the sports landscape of
India.”

“Sports is not the medium of
winning medals but it is a
medium to win people’s hearts.
Sports belong to everyone, it is
for everyone. Sports not only
create champions, it also pro-
motes peace, progress, and well-
ness. Therefore, sports is a very
strong and empowered
medium of connecting the
world,” Modi said.

Earlier, Bach welcomed the
PM speaking in Hindi, “aapka
bahut bahut swagat,” and un-
derlined India’s “rise.”

Calling India an “inspiring
place,” he said: “We are so
pleased to be in India — a coun-
try thatis on the rise in so many
respects, including Olympic
sports. India is a truly inspiring
place to hold our I0C Session. A
country which combines its
splendid history and dynamic
presence with a vigorous confi-
dence in the future...Indiais an
inspiring place. The entire
Olympic community in India
can be proud of the Asian Games
performance.”

e Thousands flee Gaza

making off with scores of hostages. Some 1,300

people were killed in the worst attack on civil-
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ians in Israel's history.

Israeli forces have since put the Hamas-run
Gaza Strip, home to 2.3 million Palestinians, un-
der a total siege and bombarded it with unprece-
dented air strikes. Gaza authorities say more
than 2,200 people have been killed, a quarter of
them children, and nearly 10,000 wounded.

Israel had given the population of the north-
ern half of the Gaza Strip, which includes the en-
clave's biggest settlement Gaza City, until
Saturday morning to move south. It later said it !
would guarantee the safety of Palestinians flee-
ing on two main roads until 4:00 pm (1300

PTIadds: Meanwhile, the third batch of 197
Indian nationals wanting to leave Israel amidst
the Israel-Hamas conflict left for home ona spe-
cial flight Saturday. The special flights are part
of 'Operation Ajay' launched on October 12 to
facilitate the return of those Indian nationals
who wish to return home.

"#OperationAjay moves forward. 197 more
passengers are coming back to India," External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar posted on X.

in Hyderabad, where the cyber crime
police revealed that 15,000 victims had
been cheated of Rs 712 crore through
113 bank accounts created for fake
companies. In that case, local operatives
were found to be linked to Dubai-based
operators with China links. The
Hyderabad probe also found a terror
funding link, where some of the funds
were allegedly diverted to crypto wal-
lets linked to the Hezbollah group.

"In the Bengaluru case, no links to
China operators or terror financing has
been found. Investigations are still un-
derway to find the key operatives,”
Bengaluru police commissioner B
Dayananda said on September 30.

"Indian operators received a com-
mission of one to three percent on
every transaction they facilitated. They
opened local bank accounts without
going through the KYC process,"
Bengaluru cyber crime official
Hazaresh Killedar said.

Local operatives were asked to use
an app that would send clones of bank
OTPs (sent to the local phone numbers
linked to fake bank accounts) to the
Dubai operators as well - to make it
seem like the fake accounts were being

lIT-KHARAGPUR’S
FIRSTBATCH

‘Our classes were held
where freedom fighters
were locked up’

e India make Pak innings disappear

thatImran Khan proudly flaunted
all through the 1992 World Cup.
Ravindra Jadeja and Hardik
Pandya too were among the five
bowlers who took a couple of
Pakistan wickets, but they were
not part of the late afternoon 30-
minute frenzy that turned the
World Cup's most-anticipated
game into a one-sided game of
unequals.

Around 4 pm, the game
seemed to be drifting into a
slumber. “Nothing in the track,”
the pundits could be heard say-
ing as Pakistan had crossed 150
and lost just two wickets. The
Pakistan innings had reached the
halfway mark. This was the pe-
riod of play that the T20 genera-
tion calls “the boring middle
over”. Ahmedabad was getting
restless, many would drift to the
food-terrace for that local brew
known to kill sleep -- the hot,
strong, sweet cup of tea.

They would go rushing to
their seats at exactly 4.15 pm
when a roar from the stadium
bowels would emerge. Siraj had
struck, Pakistan's Babar Azam
couldn't get a grip of his quick
skidder. The partnership was bro-
ken just after Babar had reached
50.The siesta was over, the game
was alive, the fans were wide
awake.

Siraj was running around the
turf, chased by his teammates as
if he was playing catch in the
street outside his Tolichowki
home in old Hyderabad. They
would eventually catch him and
give him a hug. The crowd, if not
for the strict khakhi presence,

enmity, hatred or ill-will between
classes) in the same case. Police
said Chowdhary is absconding.
Meanwhile, a doctor in
Bareilly was also booked on Friday
for allegedly making objection-
able comments against Muslims
on WhatsApp,in connection with

¢ the Israel-Palestine conflict. He

has not been arrested yet. “We
have arrested Ansariand raids are
onto trace the otheraccused,” said
a police officer from Hamirpur.
According to police, Ansari, in
a social media post, had said that

- hestood with Palestine. Inanother
As the deadline passed, troops were mass-
ing around the Gaza Strip. Outside Gaza, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visited Israeliin-
fantrymen and told them to be ready for "the !
next stage,” without elaborating. Hamas has
told people not to leave and says roads out are

post, he allegedly called people to
assemble at a mosque. “The ac-
cused also made some comments
onsocial media which are banned
and could lead tolaw and orderis-
sues,” the officer said.

Hamirpur SP Deeksha Sharma
said security arrangements have
been made toensure peacein the
area and raids were being con-
ducted to trace Chowdhary.

Ansari was produced before a
local court Saturday, which sent
him tojudicial custody for 14 days.

In Bareilly, Dr Parmendra
Maheshwari, working with a pri-
vate hospital, was booked on

would have jumped over the
fence to be part of that happy
huddle. “Chak de India” would
explode on the public address
system and the “Siraj, Siraj” chant
would bring the roof down.

At 4.30 pm, Saud Shakeel
would misjudge Kuldeep's
length, stay on the back foot and
was out Ibw. This was followed
by the rub of green going India's
way. Big hitter Iftikhar Ahmed's
glove would make a regular
Kuldeep googly seem like a “ball
of the century”. The seemingly
harmless ball that seemed to be
going down the leg would hit the
stump because of Iftikhar's
touch. “Chak de India” would ex-
plode on the public address sys-
tem again, accompanied by the
“Kuldeep, Kuldeep” chant.

Despite Sirajand Kuldeep’sin-
cisive stabs, Mohammad Rizwan,
the man who sees himself as a
warrior of lost causes, who digs
into faith-inspired will to rouse
himself, was still there. It would
take a ball of wondrous imagina-
tionand exquisite skill to take him
down. Bumrah has bowled many
slower ones in his career, of vary-
ing parabolas to dipping loopys,
and this one wasn’t as dramatic
visually, but an illusionary trick
worth multiple viewings.

A well-settled Rizwan was
shapinginto his drive, upper body
had swayed forward, when panic
kicked in as he realised the trick
played on him. Too late, though,
as the finger-spun slower off-cut-
ter had not only taken pace off the
ball, but also broke back in to
break Pakistan’s spirit.

e (Cleric held, doctor booked in UP

Friday under IPC Sections 153-A
(promoting enmity between two
groups)and 295-A (deliberateand
malicious acts intended to outrage
religious feelings of any class by in-
sulting its religion or religious be-
liefs). The SHO of Kotwali police
station (Bareilly), Dharmendra
Singh, said a case was lodged
against Maheshwari for allegedly
making objectionable comments
on social media against the
Muslim community with refer-
ence to theIsrael-Palestine conflict.

At a law and order review
meeting on Thursday, Adityanath
had ordered strict action against
any “controversial statement” and
“activity contrary to the views of
the Government of India” on the
conflict.

The Centre has adopted a nu-
anced position on the issue. In its
first statement on Thursday, the
MEA said thereis a “universal ob-
ligation to observe international
humanitarianlaw”,a phrase seen
as aimed at Israel. But, it added
that there is also a global respon-
sibility to fight the menace of ter-
rorism in all its forms and mani-
festations — a strong signal of
support to Israel.

e How 1-bedroom house in Bengaluru became cyber crime hub

accounts in the last two years. When
the police traced these accounts and
froze them in September, only Rs 5
crore remained.

When the cyber crime police went
a step further and looked on the
National Cyber Crime Portal, they found
5,013 cases across India where the same
set of accounts had been used by cyber
criminals. There were 17 cases from
Bengaluru itself out of 487 reported
from Karnataka. Police also found that
719 cases had been reported from
Telangana, 642 from Gujarat, and 505
from Uttar Pradesh.

Investigations have found that Rs
854 crore that travelled through the 84
accounts was moved to gaming apps,
cryptocurrency like USDT, online casi-
nos and payment gateways, to be en-
cashed by the fraud’s main operators,
who are suspected to based in Dubai
and whom the Bengaluru layer of oper-
ators never met in person.

Police are probing whether the
Dubai-based operators, who set up the
network by communicating only
through social media to the Bengaluru
layer, are linked to Chinese operatives.

- Asimilar case had unravelled in July

operated locally. Police suspect the mo-
tive behind keeping eight mobile
phones constantly active was to facili-
tate fund transfers between fake bank
accounts and mule accounts, and to
siphon the money out through crypto
currency, gaming apps and online casi-
nos. "The online casinos and gaming
apps seem to be a key source of money
laundering as there are no records of
winnings. One of the accused was plan-
ning on starting his own gaming app to
launder his earnings from the fraud," a
Bengaluru police official said.

"The laundered money goes
through international banks and is
shown as investments in various for-
eign companies,” police stated.

The probe has found that the local
operatives invested as much asRs 1.37
crore of funds earned from the racket
on software, a casino,aresortand a gar-
ment factory. According to police offi-
cials, the gangs would lure victims
through WhatsApp and Telegram.
"Initially, they are asked to invest small
amounts ranging from Rs 1,000 to
10,000 on the pretext that they would
earnRs 1,000to 5,000 per day as profit,"
a police official said.
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How do Love and
Marriage operate in
Caste Society?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Host Leeza Mangaldas talks to writer and
filmmaker Anurag Minus Verma about int-
ricacies of modern relationships, and the
extent to which we can challenge age-old
norms & create love stories to break the mould

e Teesta-IIl

raised questions regarding the
manner in which the district ad-
ministration had furnished con-
sent under the Forest Rights Act
for Teesta-IV’s final forest clear-
ance which s still awaited.

The GLOF that washed away
the 1200-MW Teesta-IIl in the
early hours of October 4 caused
severe damage to two NHPC proj-
ects: 510 MW Teesta-V and the
under-construction 500 MW
Teesta-VI — downstream (see
map). According to official esti-
mates, 37 deaths have been con-
firmed until October 13 while 30
arein hospital and 78 are missing.

Summing up the damage on
October 5,NHPC said ina pressre-
lease: “The flood water over-
topped the dam of Teesta V... All
connecting roads to the project
sites, as well as parts of residential
colony, have been severely dam-
aged. Presently, the power station
is under shutdown and not gen-
erating electricity.”

“Ongoing works of under con-
struction hydro project Teesta
VI... have been disrupted. The
flood water had entered into the
powerhouse and transformer cav-
ern. Bridges connecting right and
left banks at the barrage as well as
Power House have been washed
out,” itadded.

This is in sharp contrast to
what NHPC had said inits affidavit
before the NGT when, in 2014,
members of the local Lepcha
community challenged the pro-
ject's environment clearance on
multiple grounds, including the
absence of studies on the poten-
tial impact of GLOFs on the proj-
ect.Inits 2014 affidavit to the NGT,
NHPC said: “As regards GLOFs,
they are anticipated in the
Northern part of Sikkim where
glacial lakes are prevalent. The
phenomenon of GLOFsis relevant
to the projects located above
Chungthang. Teesta IV is located
far below Chungthang.”

Dismissing the case in 2017,
the NGT observed that “the affi-
davits filed by the respondents re-
veal that the project proponent
has addressed all the issues raised
by the appellants.” Asked about
the learnings from the Teesta-III
dambreak, an NHPC official said:
“The extent of damage at the proj-
ect sites will be assessed in detail
once the water level recedes.”

Members of Affected Citizens
of Teesta (CAT), a local organisa-
tion of indigenous people op-
posed to mega power projects,
said that they would watch the
current case at NGT with caution
since appeals made by affected
citizens against the environmen-
tal clearances of the Teesta Ill and
the proposed Teesta IV before the
NEAA in 2006 and the NGT in
2014, respectively, were dismissed
in the past.

e Shivraj banks on women voters

sure if the transformation of
‘mama ji’ into ‘bulldozer mama’
over the last two years could
beat the fatigue factor and bring
electoral success.

But ‘mama ji’ Chouhan con-
ceived a scheme that many in
the party now believe has struck
a chord with women folk.
Initially, there were reservations
within a section of the Bharatiya
Janata Party. Even now, party
leaders in Delhi do not find it
easy to defend the scheme. After
all, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has routinely attacked
Opposition states for what he
refers as ‘revdi culture’.

This is indeed a big gamble by
Chouhan, who has taken a dif-
ferent line. The Ladli Behana
scheme, announced in March,
originally entailed a payment of
Rs 1,000 per month for poor
women in the 21-60 age group.
Women whose family income
does not exceed Rs 2.5 lakh a
year, and those who do not pay
income tax, are eligible. Further,
there are no restrictions on the
number of women who can reg-
ister for the scheme from a sin-
gle household.

The annual cost to the state
was estimated to be Rs 8,000
crore then.

Congress responded with
former Chief Minister Kamal
Nath announcing the Nari
Samman Yojana two months
later in May promising Rs 1,500
per month along with LPG gas
cylinders at Rs 500.

But Chouhan took the chal-
lenge head on and hiked the
monthly payout toRs 1,250 and
promised to eventually raise it to
Rs 3,000 in the future, and also
offered LPG cylinders at Rs 450.
Finance department officials
state an additional Rs 5,000 crore
has been earmarked now for the
scheme. “So far, more than Rs
6,800 crore has been disbursed
to over 1.2 crore plus Laadli
Behanas in five instalments,” an
official said. Just two days ago, on
October 12, the Congress prom-
ised free education and stipends
for school going children.

He firmly believes women
will deliver the state again to him
—they add up to 2.67 crore, over
48 per cent of the total 5.52 crore
voters in the state. This is crucial
considering the fact that women
outnumber their male counter-
parts in at least 18 of the 230
Assembly seats, including in
tribal-dominated areas like
Balaghat, Mandla, Dindori, and
Jhabua. In the 2018 polls, the BJP
could win only 16 of the ST seats,
as against the Congress’s 30.

At Pilikarar village, Poolvati
(45), and her two daughters in
laws have been saving Rs 3,750
per month and hope to buy three

Arithmetic

behind
@ the politics

EXPLAINED

WOMEN account for almost
50% of voters in Madhya
Pradesh. Just when Shivraj
Chouhanlooked jaded, his
Ladli Behana scheme be-
came a talking point. Those
eligible — estimated to be
1.25 crore in the 20-59 age
group —will getRs 1,250 a
month. The state has ear-
marked some Rs 13,000
crore this year for this
scheme. Once payout is
hiked toRs 3,000, the funds
required a year could top Rs
45,000 crore. This would be
almost three-fourth of the
annual Central budget for
MNREGA.

sewing machines and find em-
ployment. The three Gond tribe
members live in their room set
pucca house constructed under
the PM Awas Yojana, and have
managed to get some plaster
work and paint job done after
saving money since the first in-
stalmentinJune. “When you get
some money you should use it
well. I enrolled my granddaugh-
ter under the Ladli Laxmi
scheme and when she turns 21,
she will get Rs 1 lakh. The more
women you have, the wealthier
you get,” she said.

Bhuribai (59), a Gond tribal
woman has been trying to get
her house constructed under the
PM Awas Yojana and makes do
with a mud brick home painted
in faded blue with a tin roof.
When she got the first instal-
mentof Rs 1,000 under the Ladli
Behana Yojana, she used it to pay
for her daily expenses. But an ex-
tra Rs 250 has helped her buy
some powder and soap.

“We don't use soap and pow-
der for months. There are no
jobs, now I can buy some soap
for myself. I also bought tea and
sugar this month. My husband
doesn't work very often and |
have all the responsibility. The
gas cylinder has come down to
Rs 450 and that has really saved
my money,” she said.

In  Raisen  district's
Obaidullaganj town, the Ladli
Behana Yojana has found favour
with the Muslim women.
Afsana, 50, sat outside her home.
Earlier she used to depend on
her daughter for her monthly
handouts. “I work at a diaper
making unitand earnRs 150 per
day. There are days when I can't
go because my husband has not
worked in over a year because of
his failing health.”

e Ex-Pune CP: Ajit Pawar auctioned police land

Maharashtra’s Deputy Chief
Minister, and the CP, Pune, was
Meeran Chadha Borwankar, who
had recently assumed charge. The
decision to auction the land was
taken by the Guardian Minister
and was supervised by the then
Divisional Commissioner.

Thisis one of the many contro-
versial episodes Borwankar has
narrated in her book ‘Madam
Commissioner’ published by Pan
Macmillan and to be released on
Sunday. Deputy CM Ajit Pawar,
however, denied his involvement,
and said the District Guardian
Minister did not have the author-
ity to auction land. In the book,
Borwankar doesn’t mention the
name of the “district minister”, but
refers to him as “dada”. When
contacted, she told The Sunday
Express, “Dada means Ajit Pawar
and he was the district guardian
minister also at that time.”

Pawar told this newspaper, “I
have never been involved in any
auctionof theland. Infact,Iamop-
posed to such auctions. Besides,
the District Guardian Minister
does not have the authority to
auctionland. We can't sellall such
(govt)lands. Suchissues go before
the Revenue Department which

places it before the state cabinet.
The cabinet takes the final deci-
sion. It decides the value of the
land as per the ready reckoner
rate. Therefore, | want to statelam
not related to this matter in any-
way... You can check with officials
how I always take the government
side in such matters. I don't care
evenif there is pressure on me.”

When contacted, Prithviraj
Chavan, who was the Chief
Minister then, said, “I'will have to
see the records before comment-
ing on the matter.”

In the chapter titled “The
Minister”, Borwankar writes,
“Having recently taken over as the
commissioner of police in Pune, I
was getting acquainted with the
crime scenarios at different police
stations and meeting the officers.
On one of those days, I received a
call from the divisional commis-
sioner that the district minister
had asked for me and I should see
him the day after, in the morning.
....He also mentioned that the is-
sue of the Yerawada police station
land needed to be discussed.”

“...Imet the district minister
in the divisional commissioner’s
office. He had a huge paper map
of the area with him. He explained

that the auction had been success-
fully concluded and I should pro-
ceed to hand over the land to the
top bidder. I replied that as
Yerawada had become literally
the centre of Pune, the police
would never get such prime land
in future. And that we needed it to
construct more offices as well as
residential quarters for the police.
Iadded that having recently taken
over, giving policeland toa private
party would be perceived as the
new police commissioner having
sold herself out. But the minister
simply overruled me and insisted
thatIcomplete the process, which
he declared was over," she wrote.

Further, Borwankar wrote in
the book, “Unhappy with his in-
structions, I asked him politely
why my predecessor — the previ-
ous police commissioner - had
not handed over the land if the
auction had already concluded. I
even said that the process itself
was flawed in my opinion, and
against the interest of the police
department. It would just not be
possible for me torelinquish such
a prime piece of police land to a
private party..I told him gently but
with finality. The minister... hurled
the map at the glass table.”
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‘Lived in Israel for 2 yrs... never saw anything
like this’: Students back home on second flight

SAMAN HUSAIN &
UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

RELIEF AT being back home, anx-
iety over their compatriots who
were scheduled to fly down over
the coming days, and the safety
of their Israeli friends — it was a
mixed bag of emotions for the
second batch of Indian citizens
who arrived at Delhi’s IGI airport
Saturday morning.

An estimated 230 Indians,
predominantly students, arrived
on the second ‘Operation Ajay’
chartered flight from Israel.

Vaasu Sharma, a resident of
Uttar Pradesh who is doing his
PhD in International Relations
at the University of Haifa in
northern Israel, said the region
had historically been calm but
things had swiftly gone south
over the last few days. “The es-
calation was unexpected, and
there have been a lot of casual-
ties... We tried to keep each
other company over the past

MEGA PTM DAY 2

Minister of State for External Affairs Rajkumar Ranjan Singh
receives Indian nationals evacuated from Israel under
‘Operation Ajay’ at Delhi airport, Saturday. P11

few days that we were at our
university,” he said.

“Istill have a few friends who
were in Israel... The Indian
Embassy was extremely helpful
in bringing us back safely, but
many people are still stranded...
Iwould like to request the Indian

embassy to bring all Indians back
as soon as possible,” he added.
For Punyakoti Ganeshaiah
Veena from Bengaluru, who is
pursuing her postdoctoral de-
gree in Astrophysics at the
Technion Institute in Haifa, the
reverberations of the escalating

Academics, proper nutrition:
Teachers & parents touch base

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

FROM WHAT to put in a snack
box to ensure proper nutrition to
discussions on a child’s interest
in sports, the ‘mega’ two-day
Parent-Teacher Meeting (PTM)
that concluded Saturday at Delhi
government and MCD schools
touched upon a range of topics.

Reema Agarwal, officiating in
charge of the School of Excellence,
Kalkaji, pointed out why the
mega PTM is important: “We
sometimes struggle to meet par-
ents otherwise, considering the
economic background that some
children come from. Having one
dedicated day helps to connect
with the parents. We try to have
PTMs at the school level also, but
children don’t always tell their
parents about them. The mega
PTM s highly advertised, even at
the government level, which
means everybody is aware... The
PTM is spread over two days this
time; parents who were working
on Friday may have had a chance
to come on Saturday. This time,
we also have mid-term marks in
hand so we cantell parents about
academic performance.”

The discussion was not re-
stricted to just academics. Said
Swati, the class teacher for grade
7 at the school, “A child not eat-

-t

/.

During the PTM at the School of Excellence, Kalkaji. Express

ing properly is something that
was raised. In such cases, we tell
parents about the mini-snack
break and what to send for it.
Sometimes, when we tell the stu-
dent, it may not reach the parents,
soitisimportant to meet the par-
ents. As children enter adoles-
cence, their behaviour with sib-
lings is also something that is
raised at such meetings, and we
discuss where the line is drawn.”

Students’ bond with parents
also surfaces at such meetings,
said Astha Singh, a class XII stu-
dent and head girl of the school.
“There are some things we can’t
tell our parents, but the teacher
can. I'm active in sports and for
my parents, itisimportant I study
and play. Sometimes they com-
plain I play too much, but when
my teachers discuss my academic
performance with them, they're

convinced,” said Astha, whose fa-
ther owns a telecom shop.

While blackboards were
decked up in schools, WhatsApp
messages and calls went out to
parents who did not makeittothe
meetingonday one toensure they
came on the second day, teachers
said. At the Kalkaji school, out of
418 students, parents of 393 stu-
dents attended the PTM over two
days. Answer sheets fromarecent
exam were shared to pointout ar-
eas for improvement, and feed-
back forms were filled by parents.

Chinu Kumar, father of a class
VlIstudent and an electrical con-
tractor, said he was attending the
PTM for the first time. “I don’t
come to school often, but, this
time, his mother couldn’t make
it. He likes to play more than he
likes to study. This needs to be
discussed.”

military offensive reaching the
country’s northern region were
unexpected. “In the two years
that I've lived in Israel, I have
never seen anything like this be-
fore... In Haifa, everything was
relatively calm, but I have Israeli
friends in the south who are los-
ing their loved ones,” she said.

“While we were there, they
(our friends) frequently checked
in to see how we were doing...
we don’t know when we will be
back..,” she added.

Soihim Kaurinta from
Nagaland, who is pursuing a
master’s degree in plant sci-
ences at Hebrew University in
Rehovot, Central Israel, said she
had grown accustomed to blar-
ing sirens and exploding pro-
jectiles in the distance — but
not the situation that was cur-
rently unfolding. “... We used to
have an hour and a half to re-
turn to our shelter. It’s upset-
ting that I had to leave behind
friends and many other peo-
ple...,” she said.

Anil Kamboj, a material sci-

entist at the Weizmann Institute
of Science in Rehovot, recalled
the terror he felt last Saturday.
“In the two years I've lived in
Israel, I have never seen anything
like this,” he said.

At first, Kamboj said he
thought he heard ambulances;
but when the sirens didn’t abate
for the next three hours, he re-
alised something was seriously
wrong. “We all went to the bomb
shelter and waited for the sirens
to stop, but they kept ringing for
hours,” he said.

Dr Pankaj Chowdhury, a
post-doctoral scientist in
the Agricultural Research
Organisation in Rishon LeTsiyon,
joined the institute in June. His
stay in central Israel had so far
held true to its reputation of be-
ing calm — till last Saturday.

“My roommates, who had
lived in the country for 1.5 years,
told me it was a warning siren
and escorted me to the bomb
shelter nearby,” he said, dumb-
founded as the military offensive
took shape.

Cricket world cup betting
racket busted, 3 arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THE DELHI Police Thursday ar-
rested three persons for al-
legedly operating a betting
racket on the ongoing ICC Cricket
World Cup matches.

DCP (South) Chandan
Chowdhary said the South
District police staff was regularly
patrolling the areain civvies. The
team then received a tip about a
high-profile cricket World Cup
satta/betting racket being runin
the South district area. The ac-
cused persons, from Khanpur
Extension, had organised the
betting session on the World Cup
match between South Africaand
Australia on Thursday.

The police team swung into
action, conducted a raid at the
said house, and arrested three
persons — Ravi Kumar (47),
Amit Kumar (28), and Shahid
Khan (50). They have been in-
volved in betting since the be-
ginning of the World Cup this
year, said police.

During questioning, police
said the accused disclosed that
they used the ‘Betting Assistant
Software’ to maintain a list,
book and accounts of punters or
gamblers. “As partof the group’s
operation, one person would be
present at the stadium where the
match was being played, and an-
other would be connected to him
through a mobile phone or some

electronicdevice, called aline, to
provide the actual score, which
isone or two balls faster than the
live match being telecast on TV
channels,” said the DCP.

Police said the accused used
this line for betting and passed it
to their punters. “They pur-
chased the said software from
Nehru Place and the line from
known persons... Around Rs 5 to
Rs 7 lakh was on stake per match
while around Rs 50 lakh to Rs 1
crore is on stake for the Cricket
World Cup, where nine matches
have already been played till
now,” the officer said.

FLAGS STUBBLE BURNING CASES

Help Delhi breathe easy:

L-G to Punjab

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

FLAGGING SPIRALLING statistics
related to instances of stubble
burning in their respective states
and their detrimental effect on
the air quality of the capital with
winter around the corner, Delhi
L-G VK Saxena Saturday wrote
to the Chief Ministers of Haryana
and Punjab and asked them to
take remedial measures.

Terming it the only “non-
performing outlier” when it
came to the five states that af-
fect Delhi’s air quality, Saxena
blamed Punjab for the deterio-
rationin the AQI given the mag-
nitude of crop residue burning
last year; Haryana, he stated,
had performed “exemplarily” in
this regard.

Delhi, the L-G said, was not
only home to more than 2 crore
people but is also visited by nu-
merous tourists and foreign en-
voys, and their exposure to “de-
bilitating air pollution” had a
negative bearing on India’s inter-
national image and standing.

“...would like to underline
that last year, Haryana had per-
formed exemplarily as far as con-
trolling burning of parali is con-
cerned and helped mitigate the
problem, which primarily oc-
curred due to smoke/smog from
Punjab,” Saxena stated in his
communication to Haryana CM
Manohar Lal Khattar.

Saxena did, however, term
“extremely worrisome” that in-
cidents of crop residue burning
in Haryana between September
15 and October 11 had reached

340, which was 257 more than | |

the figure of 83 in the correspon-
ding period during 2022.

& Haryana

Delhi’s AQI was 251 (poor) on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

In Punjab, the L-G said in his
letter to CM Bhagwant Mann that
1,063 incidents of crop burning
were recorded from September
15 to October 11 — 300 more
than the figure in the correspon-
ding period during 2022.

“... You may recall that last
year when I had written to you...
Delhi was choking under pollu-
tion caused by smoke from across
itsborders...Between 24.10.2022
and 2.11.2022, there had been an
increase of 19% inincidents of par-
ali burning, in comparison to the
corresponding period of the pre-
vious year,” Saxena stated.

“... Youwould also recall that
last year, of the five states that af-

fect Delhi’s air quality, Punjab had
remained the only non-perform-
ing outlier... You as well as
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi,
Shri Arvind Kejriwal, had then as-
sured that such eventuality will
not be repeated,” he added.
While Delhi authorities were
taking steps to ensure local causes
of air pollution were fully ad-
dressed, issue of stubble burning
in both states were “extremely
worrisome”, he added. Urging
both Khattar and Mann to gal-
vanise all available resources and
make farmers willing partnersin
defeating “this deadly menace”,
Saxena asked both to help the
Capital and NCR “breathe easy”.
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ENGLAND VS AFGHANISTAN

15-10-2023

Parking : Mata Sundari Parking, Shanti Van Parking, Under Velodrome Road

SECURITY INSTRUCGTIONS: Spectators visiting the stadium are requested not to bring the following prohibited items:
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____ THOSE NOT HAVING PARKING
LABEL TO FOLLOW RED
THOSE HAVING PARKING LABEL
~ MAY FOLLOW BLUE ARROWS.
~— FREE PARK & RIDE
(MATA SUNDRI RD., S3HANTI VAN
& UNDER VELODROME FLYOVER)

@ = PICK UP POINT SHUTTLE SERVICE
@ —— DROP OFF POINT SHUTTLE SERVICE

® = TAXI (DROP OFF / PICK UP LANE)

2 3
2 CRICKET ;?1'
\ STADILW == f

£ 40

* . ISE METRO OR PUBLIC TRANSPORT
T REACH THE STADIUM

Nearest Metro Station:

Delhi Gate, ITO
(Gate No. (Gate No.
4 & 5) 3.4 &5)

Ealahles Water Balllg Power Lightar & i
Helmet Bagpack drer 5 Bank Match Bo Knives & Arms
Download App from *» s o

Epﬂper..neiss.cnm

2PMTO 10:30 PM

ARUN JRITLEY STADIUM, FIROZESHAH KOTLA GROUND, NEW DELHI

DIVERSION / RESTRICTION
(AS AND WHEN REQUIRED)

There will diversion of traffic for half and hour after conclusion of the match.
No heavy vehicles and buses shall be allowed on Bahadurshah Zafar Marg, Delhi
Gate to JLLN. Marg, from Darya Ganj to Bahadurshah Zafar Marg and from Guru
Nanak Chowk to Asaf Ali Road, People are requested to avaid following roads from
12:00 PM to 1130 PM on the match day respectively when the spactators would ba
coming to the stadium and congestion in expected,

Raj Ghat to JLN Marg.
J.L.N. Marg from R/A Kamla Market to Raj Ghat.
Asaf Ali Road from Turkman Gate to Delhi Gate.

Bahadurshah Zafar Marg from Ram Charan Agarwal Chowk to Delhi Gate.

ENTRY TO THE STADIUM

() Gate No. 1,3 & 6 are located on the southern side of the Stadium & entry to these

enchosures are from Bahadurshah Zafar Marg.

' () Gate No. 8,10,10,11,12,13,14 &15 are located on the Eastern side of the Stadium

on the road and entry is from J.L.N. Marg next to Ambedkar Stadium Bus Terminal.

() Gate No. 16,17 & 18 are located on the Western side of the Stadium & entry is from

Bahadurshah Zafar Marg Near Petrol Pump.

Labeled Vehicles

Limited parking is available for labeled vehicles in the proximity of the Stadium.
Digplay of car parking label on windscreen is mandatory. Vehicle number must be
written on the parking label. Those who do nol display parking label with vehicle
number will nol be allowed in the proximity of the stadium.

Car parking label hokders are adwised to take Ring Road, J.L.N. Marg, Asaf Al Road or
Bahadurshah Zafar Marg. 'U* turn at Delhi Gate is allowed. Enfry to parking lots P1

P3 & P4shall be from Bahadurshah Zafar Marg only fram near the Petrol pump.

General Vehicles

Mo vehicle shall be aowed to be parked on Bahadurshah Zafar Marg, Jawaharal Nehru
Marg & Ring Road from Kajghat to |.P Flyover {both the carmageways) on the match day.
Vehicles parkad on these roads shall be towed away and proseculed as per law,

PARK & RIDE

For specialors, unfabeled vehicles ‘park and ride’ facility has been created at the following places:- |

» Mata Sundar Parking » Shanti Van Parking = Under Velodrome Road

All the spectators coming in their vehicles shall reach these Park & Ride sites, and avail
*Park & Ride" facility or walk down lo reach stadium.

m All buses will starl their service 2 hours before the match and will continue till ane hour

atter the start of maich. The bus service fram the stadium fo their respected destinations
will starf as soon as the game ends and will continue for one howr afler the malch ends.

Spectators using app based taxi and other laxis should use the service lane on
Ring Road between I.P. flyover & Rajghal crossing for drop & pickup.
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FOR A month now, 46-year-old Anuj Sharma,
who works for an MNC, has been house
hunting for his family of four. His search, so
far unsuccessful, has taken on a note of ur-
gency as he must vacate his current 3BHK in
Tower H at Chintels in less than 15 days.

Anuj is a resident of Chintels Paradiso in
Gurgaon’s Sector 109, where a portion of a
sixth-floor apartment in Tower D collapsed all
the way to the first floor, killing two women,
in February 2022. The incident prompted a
CBI probe and a structural audit of the nine-
tower society. Five towers — D, E, F, G and H
(the latest) — were ordered to be vacated as
they were declared unfit for habitation due to
structural deficiencies.

Pointing to the cracks in his ceiling, Anuj,
whose flatis in Tower H, said he was scared to
stay there: “We are living in a state of alarm,
but we are pushed to accept the option that is
convenient to the builder. We won'’t opt for
it, but look for a rented accommodation.”

The optionis getting paid Rs 6,500 per sqft
for his flat, a sum, he feels, is too little com-
pared to the market rate. Aresidential society
built at the same time as Chintels is selling
their property atRs 12,500 per sqft, he added.
“How isit fair to give us the same price we paid
when buying it five years ago,” asked Anuj.

Following the collapse, the builder had
offered two options to settle with residents
— buyback or get the property repaired or re-
built by pitching inRs 1,000 per sqft. The firm
later withdrew the second option, saying it
had found no takers.

For 39-year-old legal consultant Manoj
Singh, who has refused to vacate his Tower G
flat, the situation is grim. With an EMI of Rs
61,000 a month, for the Rs 70 lakh loan he
took to purchase his current flat worth Rs 1.1
crore, it is impossible to live on rent if he
leaves with the buyback option, he said.

“Either the builder or the administration
needs to give us rehabilitation. AtRs 1.1 crore,
we won't be able to purchase property any-
where in the vicinity. Prices have gone through
the roof. We enquired about rent rates; last
year, a society was charging Rs 20,000, which
has risen to Rs 30,000 this year...,” said Singh,
who has a family of three.

Ajoint ‘Housing Price-Tracker Report Q1
2023’ report by realtors’ apex body CREDAI,
real estate consultant Colliers, and data ana-
lytic firm Liases Foras shows that housing
prices in Delhi-NCR rose the maximum, by
16%, in January-March among top 8 cities on
better demand and higher construction cost.

Residents also pointed to Signature View
Apartments in Delhi, whichis set to be demol-
ished on November 30 after it was found
structurally unsafe. In that case, the HIG/MIG
flats will be rebuilt and for those who opted
to vacate, the Delhi Development Authority
would pay them rent to cover rental costs till
they get repossession. “If Delhi has such a pol-
icy after the L-G’s order, why can’t the ad-
ministration order something similar,” said
Vikram Gambhir, a resident.

However, ADC Hitesh Kumar Meena, who
also heads the district committee probing the
Chintels matter, said rent will be borne by the
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COLLAPSE IN

CHINTELS PARADISO
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Faulty towers

In February 2022, the dreams of residents at Chintels Paradiso in Gurgaon came crashing down after a tragic collapse in one of the towers left
two people dead. The Indian Express revisits the case and speaks to residents being forced to vacate in the light of five towers being declared unsafe
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On Feb 10 last yr, a portion of a flat in Tower D collapsed, killing two women. Archive

WHAT DO THE REPORTS SAY

TOWER D: The IIT-Delhi report
dated Oct 25, 2022, said it was not
safe for habitation, pointed to high
chloride content in concrete, and
said repairs may not be technically
and economically feasible

W “Since signs of corrosion of
reinforcement are visible in all
towers of the project, the
committee reiterates that
remaining towers A, B,C,E,FG,H
and ]) be vacated until completion
of ongoing investigations in the
interest of the safety of residents.”

B The SIT agreed with the IIT report
and was of the view that the tower
should be permanently closed

TOWERE, F G, H: Reports state
there is rapid and widespread
corrosion of reinforcement almost
throughout the structure. Repairs
are not feasible; structure not safe

TOWER A: Jan 29 IIT-Delhi report
said Tower A visually appears to be
in a better condition than towers D,
E and F that have already been
tested. However, in case of
chloride-induced corrosion of
reinforcement, appearances can be
deceptive. Itis recommended the
tower be closely monitored for any
signs of acceleration of corrosion

builder till the final settlement only after the
resident agrees to the option presented by the
builder. “The value (Rs 6,500 per sqft) was as-
certained through careful valuation. The
money the builder is willing to pay is not less
than what they purchased it for,” he said.
Meena added that the structural audit re-
port of Tower ], which was sent to IIT-Delhi,
was similar to that of towers A, B, and C. “In
two meetings with residents on Friday, |
heard grievances of those residing in A, B, C,
and J; they were apprehensive about some
maintenance and electricity supply issues.
We had informed residents of towers G and
H that they needed to vacate... we gave them
time... Weissued the vacation order invoking
the Disaster Management Act as some people

had still not moved out,” the ADC said.
HEEN

The towers, meanwhile, are emptying
out. At Tower G with 56 flats, 10 are occupied.

Some like Vijay Prakash (72), however, are
determined to stay put. Prakash retired from
SBI as a manager with Rs 70 lakh. His family
bought aflatin Tower G in May 2018. With the
EMI for the loan still hanging over his head, he
is awaiting a rehabilitation plan. “We pur-
chased it atRs 6,500 (per sqft) when this was
a barren stretch. We won’t leave until we get
the market value or rehabilitation,” he said.

For Gambhir (68),aresident of Tower D un-
til the collapse, his troubles have only multi-
plied. He was allocated a flat in Tower Cfor free
following an agreement by the builder with
the flat owner. In June, he received a call from
his landlord saying he had not got rent for two
months. “I said the builder was supposed to
pay... A few days later, the landlord filed a case
against me. Now I have to follow up on this case
and await the Supreme Court verdict,” he said.

A March 29 letter by the RWA to the
Department of Town and Country Planning
said when the first residents moved in 2017,
they observed structural issues in their flats.
A group of residents, including RWA presi-
dent Rakesh Hooda, from Phase 1 Towers (D,
E,F, G&H)then gotanauditdone. “When the
report flagged issues, seven of us spoke with
the builder and got upgraded flats in towers
constructed in the second phase (A, B, C,and
]), but by paying a little more,” said Hooda.

The letter also refers to anincident in July
2021, when a portion of the ceiling fell in front
of the lift lobby of the fourth floor in Tower H.
Hooda said they had filed a complaint with
police and complained to the DTP(E), but no
action was taken. DTP (E) officials said they
could not comment on the issue and were not
aware as others were in office at the time. A
Gurgaon Police spokesperson said all cases
related to Chintels were being handled by the
CBI and did not comment on the probe.

Chintels India VP,JN Yadav, said, “We have
already extended the settlement offer to all
residents of Phase 1..We have already settled
with 118 residents which are in various stages
— 56 have received 100% monetary settle-
ment, 43 have received 10% and 19 have
signed consent forms.”

THECASESOFAR

2016/2017: Chintels received
occupancy certificate for Phase 1in
2016 and for entire complex,
including Phase 2,in 2017

2017: First residents moved in. At
that time, they observed visible
structural issues in their flats —
cracks in ceilings and balconies,
tiles, deflection in balconies etc. A
group of residents from Phase 1
Towers (D,E,F,G&H)gota
structural audit done for individual
flats. As per the report submitted
in December 2017, sample
Towers D & E were unsafe for
residential purposes. Five owners
were offered a swap of flats in
Towers Aand B

JULY 2021: Portion of ceiling fell in
front of lift lobby on fourth floor
atTower H

FEB 10, 2022: Sixth floor at Tower
D collapsed all the way to the

first, killing two women and
injuring a man

MARCH 12, 2022: Preliminary
report by IIT-Delhi finds structural
deficiencies in Tower D

APRIL 5, 2022: Petition filed in SC

SEP-OCT, 2022: Interim report
submitted on September 20, final
report on October 25, states
“collapse occurred due to lack of
proper measures, such as pro-
pping of slabs at time of repair”.
The report also stated that 8
remaining towers be vacated until
completion of ongoing probe

NOV 5, 2022: DC orders
demolition of Tower D

DEC-JAN 2023: First arrest by SIT
of proprietor of firm that was
carrying out repair and renovation.
Case forwarded to CBI by Centre.
CBIlodges FIR against managing
director Ashok Solomon

APRIL-JULY 2023: Builder
provides two options for residents
of four towers (D,E, F, G) declared
unsafe — buyback and
reconstruction of flats. Withdraws
second option on July 17

Abhinav Saha

Residents at the Gurgaon DC office on Friday. Abhinav Saha

In ‘safe towers’, residents
struggle to sell their flats

AISWARYARAJ
GURGAON, OCTOBER 14

EVEN AS residents of five towers at Chintels
Paradiso have been asked to vacate in the
wake of structural deficiencies, three tow-
ers, A, B, and C, appear to be in the clear —
for now. This, however, has not offered any
reassurance to residents of these flats, who
are trying to either sell the units they paid
crores for or move somewhere safer.

In 2013, when the project was yet to be-
gin,an NRI purchased a luxury unit —a4BHK
in Tower B —for Rs 2.5 crore. She was handed
possession a few years later.

“This was where I had planned to stay
when | returned to India. I
rented it to someone from the
same society when their tower

t12,500/SQFT

to 2018 when he was a tenant who later pur-
chased a property in 2021, just months be-
fore the collapse. “I want my flat back... I
won't let any authority enter my property
without my permission,” Singh said.

Like many in his tower, Singh is adamant
he would not accept the builder’s buyback
option. He now pays a rent of Rs 40,000
along with the EMIs for the loan he took to
purchase the flat. “My father had to undergo
surgery and we had to prioritise his health
before this. On top of this, we were wit-
nesses to issues such as damage to the main
door that made us feel unsafe. So, we shifted
when we could, but I want them to recon-
struct a new flat in the same place. Unless
the SC verdict is out, I won't settle for any
option,” he said.

For Tower A, the IIT-
Delhi report said there is a

rate of the propertyina o ;
was declared unsafe, but he . _property high risk of corrosion of re-
society builtinthesame . .
moved out... Now, there are no year as Chintels inforcement in a large part
tenants or purchasers.BrokersI ~ “ " " "~ of the structure due to the
approachedtoldmenoonewas  Rentforanunfurnished Presence of chlorides.
interested in the property and it 3BHK in any society “...Sinceitis known that
would not fetch the market varies. some even the process of corrosion ac-
value as Chintels has put a price ste;rt from celerates after first external

for other flats at Rs 6,500 (per
sqft). We didn’t buy this flat to
reach this juncture when an an-
nual audit will be carried out to assess the
safety..,” she said, on condition of anonymity.

She added that she visited the Chintels
office, where a staffer told her the matter was
in the SC and did not comment further.

For Varun Dhamija (44) from Tower C,
who moved to a new flat he purchased re-
cently, his attempts to sell the Chintels prop-
erty since April have borne no fruit. “There
are no buyers; banks are not ready to give
loans to anyone looking to buy property
from Chintels... Meanwhile, as we pay for
maintenance, the builder is not providing
any services at all. On October 2, residents
stepped out and mowed the lawns them-
selves,” he added.

Amandeep Singh locked up his home on
October 2 and left for a flat in the same sec-
tor where he stays with his family of five on
rent. His connection with Chintels dates back

t65,000

signs are visible, there is a
potential for very rapid de-
terioration... Tower A visu-
ally appears to be in a better condition than
towers D, E and F which have already
been tested. However, in the case of chlo-
ride-induced corrosion of reinforcement,
appearances can be deceptive,” it states,
seeking authorities to carry out an annual
assessment.

Similar were the findings for B and C
while a report on Tower ] is awaited.
Recently, the DTP (E) wrote a letter to the
builder seeking an assessment of towers B
and C from the CBRL

Meanwhile, the kin of the two women
who died in the collapse last year have
moved away. One of them, wishing not to be
named, said they moved to a home in South
Delhi. “I have no connection with the builder
or residents or the society anymore. [ have
not gone back to that place even once after
the incident,” he said.
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Southern Star Jewellery is synony-
mous with exquisite craftsmanship,
superior guality and unparalleled
service. The brand offers a wide spec-
trum of collection that caters to both
modern and traditional design pref-
erences.

Southern Star Jewellery began in 2012 with
the mission to provide customers in Delhi
with real gold at honest prices while safe-
guarding them from unethical industry prac-
tices. Our story is deeply intertwined with a
legacy of integrity and community,
Southern Star Group is more than just a
business; we are a service to society. Our
commitment goes beyond selling jewellery
and extends to fostering trust, delivering
guality and ensuring transparency. Our
unigue identity as a margin-free jewellery
company was born from a vision to revolu-
tionise the jewellery industry. We offer gold
rates even lower than the already competi-
tive rates in Kerala, renowned as the lowest
rates in India.

What are the reasons for the
brand's success and ever-grow-
ing popularity among a
rapidly expanding, loyal /
client base? i

The colossal success and |
enduring popularity can be |
attributed to several key fac-
tors: ,

¥ Commitment to Co- |
operative Principles: The '
fact that our shareholders are . @
some of our well-wishers and the .
working staff of the jewellery com-
pany creates a unique bond of owner-
ship and accountability. This ensures that
every team member is deeply invested in de-
livering the best to our customers.

B Margin-Free Approach: By eliminat-
ing traditional markups, we offer real gold
at real prices. This commitment to transpar-
ent and fair pricing has earned us people’s
trust and also set a new industry standard.

M Diverse Collections: Our extensive
range of jewellery collections draws inspira-
tion from the rich heritage of Kerala, the

4
D

.

glamour of Bombay, the artistic traditions of
Tamil Nadu and Calcutta and the opulence of
Gujarat. This diverse selection caters to both
modern and traditional design preferences,
allowing us to connect with a diverse cus-
tomer base.

B customer-Centric Approach: From
personalised consultations to exceptional
after-sales support, our focus has always
been on creating outstanding experiences,
This has not only led to repeat business but
also enthusiastic word-of-mouth referrals.

H Community and Loyalty: Our com-
mitment to cooperative principles extends
beyond our team to our clients. Many of our
customers become part of our community,
sharing our values and promoting our brand
through their loyalty and advocacy.

We've also bolstered authenticity through
a bar code system and offer a free lifetime
maintenance service, fostering lasting cus-
tomer loyalty and trust. These pillars underpin
our brand’s growth and resonate with our
expanding and devoted clientele.

In a country where buying gold is
. considered an investment and
~~.. represents a financial sup-

@t o port system and in light of

4 ', rising gold prices, do you
\ offer any schemes to

| your customers?
At Southern Star Jew-
ellery, we recognise the cul-
| tural and financial impor-
/ tance of gold in India, and we
/ offer three unique schemes to
; " make gold and diamonds more
accessible to our valued customers;
Nidhi — a monthly gold scheme with no
making charges, Solitaire for high-quality di-
amonds with a bonus and Mine for 24-carat
coins/bars with flexibility and bonuses.
These schemes reflect our commitment to
providing accessible and affordable gold
and diamond options to our customers
while offering financial benefits.

India is one of the world's largest
consumers of gold jewellery while si-
multaneously being one of the most

Celebrate and Cherish your moments

Visit & Win>

SCAN ME

for location

\Avi W‘\M

P R Nair, Founder & Chairman |

competitive markets. What sets
Southern Star Jewellery apart from
other jewellery brands?

One of the key factors of our success is our
competitive pricing strategy. We understand
the regional variations in gold rates, and this
allows us to offer competitive rates to our
customers. For instance, the gold rate in Ker-
ala is typically lower than in Delhi due to the
intense competition in Kerala. As a result,
our rates in Delhi are comparatively lower
by Rs 1000 to 2200 per thola (10 grams)
than other Delhi rates. This approach ensures
that our customers receive the best value for
their investment in gold jewellery. Beyond
competitive rates, we maintain transparency
in our pricing structure. We don't burden our
customers with excessive design charges,
polish charges, or hidden stone charges. This
straightforward and honest approach to
pricing builds trust among our customers.
With an unwavering commitment to qual-
ity, we exclusively sell BIS HUID Hallmarked
gold/diamond ornaments, ensuring that our
customers receive authentic products,

What do customers need to be cog-
nizant of while buying gold jewellery
to avert falling prey to unethical
practices and fraud that are quite
rampant?

BPurity Certification: Always insist
on purchasing jewellery that is hallmarked
and certified for purity. At Southern Star, we
sell only BIS HUID Hallmarked gold orna-

ments, and we go a step further by promi-
nently displaying the quality and purity on-
site.

MTransparency in Pricing: Ensure the
price of the jewellery is transparent as hidden
charges can lead to misunderstandings. At
Southern Star, we have a transparent pric-
ing system and affordable prices.

HQuality Assurance: Look for jewelers
who prioritise quality. Check if the jeweller
has quality control measures in place. South-
ern Star places a high priority on quality and
undergoes regular inspections to maintain
consistency in quality and quantity.

Moreover, we employ advanced spec-
trometers to verify the purity of our gold, as-
suring our customers of the highest stan-
dards and authenticity in every piece of
jewellery.

BReputation and Trustworthiness:
Research the reputation of the jeweller and
read reviews from other customers. Qur suc-
cess at Southern Star is built on the trust of
our clients, and we take pride in our commit-
ment to ethical business practices,

BAvoid Unrealistic Offers: Be cau-
tious of deals that seem too good to be true.
Extremely low prices may indicate fraud. We
aim to bring real gold at a real price, eliminat-
ing the temptation of profiteering.

BUnderstanding Market Prices: Stay
informed about the current market rates for
gold. This knowledge will help you make in-
formed decisions and avoid overpaying.

Southern Star Jewellery

GOLD - DIAMOND - SILVYER - BRASS

Gold you can Trust.

with
Southern Star Jewellery
as we arrive at Karol Bagh.

Join us

Today 1.e 15-10-2023

for the Grand Inauguration of
Southern Star Jewellery's 5" Shop
at Karol Bagh by

Shri Saiyam Mehra

& Owner, Unique Chains Pot. Ltd.)

BReceipts and Documentation: Al-
ways ask for proper receipts and documenta-
tion for your purchase/sale. This ensures ac-
countability and can be helpful for future
references.

Bong-term Relationships: Building a
long-term relationship with a trusted jew-
eller can provide you with added security
and benefits.

Southern Star Jewellery s
renowned for its affordable, flaw-
lessly designed, elegant, timeless
jewellery that is crafted to perfection
alongside its unswerving commit-
ment to quality and transparency.
How does the brand ensure that it de-
livers the best quality with utmost
transparency?

Southern Star Jewellery implements rig-
orous quality control measures at every
stage of production and sells only BIS HUID
Hallmarked gold ornaments, guaranteeing
purity and authenticity. Transparent pricing
practices, with no hidden costs, help cus-
tomers make informed decisions, while reg-
ular inspections and scruting maintain consis-
tency in quality and quantity. Southern Star's
corporate license from BIS demonstrates its
dedication to industry standards. Moreover,
the brand's mission includes educating cus-
tormers about unethical practices in the jew-
ellery industry, fostering trust and trans-
parency, and building long-term

ADVERTORIAL | |
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Exquisite jewellery at allordable prices

relationships with its clientele.

What are the plans for the future
of the jewellery brand that has gone
from strength to strength over the
years and has continuously ex-
panded its reach through new
branches?

Our core focus remains to deliver afford-
able, elegant, and timeless jewellery to our
valued customers.Our commitment to a cus-
tomer-centric approach, transparency, and
stringent quality control continues to be our
guiding principles.

We aim to inform customers about ethical
practices within the jewellery industry, fos-
tering trust and transparency. Through em-
bracing technological advancements, we in-
tend to bring convenience and innovation to
our customers, ensuring an enriched shop-
ping experience. Additionally, we are actively
engaged in our local communities, support-
ing causes that align with our principles,

The future of Southern Star Jewellery is
characterised by dedication to delivering ex-
ceptional jewellery while eliminating unethi-
cal practices in the industry. Our brand stands
as a blend of tradition and progress, ready to
take on the exciting opportunities ahead.

With Navaratri around the corner,
what are the new collections and of-
fers that Southern Star Jewellery has
in store to make the celebratory time
extra special for its customers?

As we celebrate the arrival of the festive
season, we've meticulously curated an ex-
quisite array of festive collections within this
opulent space. Drawing profound inspira-
tion from India’s rich and diverse cultural ta-
pestry, each piece reflects the intricacies and
beauty of different regions. Southern Star
Jewellers also specialises in silverware and
brass items, including statues and show-
pieces. Step into our showrooms in Karol
Bagh, Dilshad Garden, Janak Puri, Pitam-
pura, and Green Park, and immerse yourself
in the captivating world of Southern Star
Jewellers, where every piece tells a story of
heritage, craftsmanship, and unparalleled
beauty.

DAYS

MAKING

CHARGE

— ON DIAMONDS —

[Chﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂ, All India Gem And Jewellery Domestic Council (GJC)

Location: Tewari House, Pusa Road, Near Metro Pillar No. 136
(Opp. M.T.N.L Telephone Exchange, Karol Bagh), New Delhi-110060

® 0% Making charges on Diamonds - No conditions at all ® Gold rate - Lowest in Delhi € Free life time maintenance of ornaments of any make/ brand
% Free ear piercing € Exchange-100 % conversion old gold without any loss in weight € Convert old gold jewellery into coins / bars
€ Absolutely Free-verify old gold ornament’s quality with a 100% accurate spectrometer € Many attractive options for gifting in bulk quantities
€ Brass and Silver murties/ idols for Pooja and gifting € MMTC Gold/Silver coins available ¢ We sell only HUID - BIS Hallmarked items only

Dilshad garden : 011-43472516

epaperu.ne:-.as;s-.-:::nm

Janak Puri: 011-41678313

Pitampura : 011-42458313

Web. www.southernjewellers.in

Green Park : 011-41603785
Corp. Off.:- E-10, U.G.F, D.D.A Market (MOR Land), New Rajender Nagar, New Delhi-110060 Ph.: 011-28741800

Karol Bagh : +91-9999536659




\ 6 \ GOVT & POLITICS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS,OCTOBER 15,2023

After the slip, the nuance: Congress does a
rethink on Israel resolution, condemns Hamas

Days after working committee resolution’s silence on Hamas or its terror attack, party says: “The
Congress unequivocally condemns the attack on the innocent civilians of Israel by Hamas”

o

=\ THE NEERJA
) CHOWDHURY
COLUMN

Weekly insight into what's changing
in national politics —and why

AS THE conflict between Israel
and Hamas intensifies and the
horrifying scale of the October 7
attack on civilians emerges,
there is growing disquiet in a
section of the Congress about
the working committee (CWC)
resolution from earlier this
week that did not mention
Hamas or condemn the terror
attack.

In fact, the first step towards
what can be seen as a course
correction has come. Sources in
the party said how the resolu-
tion, first reported by The Indian
Express, came to be issued was
now being “investigated” and
there was a move towards tak-
ing a more nuanced position
closer to the one taken by the
party’s communications chief
Jairam Ramesh.

Without referring to the
CWC resolution, or Ramesh’s
comments, Congress
spokesperson Pavan Khera late

on Friday told The Indian
Express, “The Congress un-
equivocally condemns the at-
tack on the innocent civilians of
Israel by Hamas."

Khera's statement went be-
yond Ramesh’s formulation that
had condemned the “brutal at-
tacks" on Israelis but without
naming Hamas as the perpetra-
tors. And it was much stronger
than the CWC resolution that
had been silent about Hamas or
its terror attack on Israel. “We
have always believed,” Khera
continued, “that the legitimate
aspirations of the people of
Palestine for a life of self-respect,
equality and dignity can only be
fulfilled through a process of di-
alogue and negotiations ensur-
ing national security for the peo-
ple of Israel.”

With Khera’s words, the
Congress has come out with
three statements on the war in
a week, showing the differences
within that it has tried to syn-
thesise. Former Union Home
Minister P Chidambaram, how-
ever, felt that both the state-
ments — Ramesh and the CWC

resolution — should be “read to-
gether” and both sides must
stop the violence. He said it was
the BJP that had changed its po-
sition, first by supporting Israel
and then talking about the rights
of the Palestinians.

Talking to four senior
Congress leaders, it became ev-
ident that after the conflict was
discussed in the CWC, a brief
resolution was drafted and
amendments made before be-
ing distributed among the
members of the body. To get
around the differences on the is-
sue, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge decided the
resolution would not be passed,
saying the CWC should stick to
discussing the demand for a
caste census. “There was even a
thumping of desks at this (wel-
coming Kharge’s decision).
Rahul Gandhi also thumped the
table agreeing with this deci-
sion,” said a senior leader.

Another senior Congress
functionary said the resolution
was not supposed to be made
public, admitting, “We don’t
know how it happened, and

who did it.” While some
Congress leaders acknowledged
that “it (the CWCresolution)did
not represent the prevalent view,
some mischief was done and the
resolution was released”, others
labelled it a faux pas.

“Mistake or mischief, that
(not condemning Hamas) is not
our stand,” said a senior
Congress leader. “A terror attack
isa terror attack. There is no way
the party can condone an attack
on civilians.”

[t was Ramesh who first took
anuanced position on behalf of
the party. He condemned the
“brutal attacks on the people of
Israel” while reasserting India’s
support for the "legitimate aspi-
rations of the Palestinian people
for alife of self-respect, equality
and dignity".

Significantly, he was also not
critical of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s statement that
India stands with Israel at its
most difficult moment. This rep-
resented a change in the
Congress’s position. In the re-
cent past, the party has criticised
the government for supporting

[srael at the cost of Palestinians.

Changing
India-Israel ties

As geopolitical realities
changed over the years and
India’s relationship with Israel,
and the US, deepened, the
Congress position underwent a
subtle shift. It was Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao of
the Congress who first estab-
lished diplomatic ties with Israel
in 1992 and announced it while
Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) leader Yasser
Arafat was in India (Rao had
taken Arafat into confidence).

Under Narendra Modi, the
relationship reached a new
level. The I2U2 group — a group-
ing of India, Israel, the US, and
the UAE that is sometimes called
the West Asian Quad — and the
recently forged IMEC (the India-
Middle East-Europe) Economic
Corridor are signs of this change.

But one thing is clear. Both
the BJP and the Congress need
toresist the temptation of using
this conflict for their politics —

either the Congress glossing
over Hamas’s attack or the BJP
equating the militant group
with Islam and terrorism. For,
Hamas cannot be equated with
ordinary Palestinians, who de-
serve better. No matter how
great the provocation, Israel too
will also need to exercise re-
straint. Otherwise, the efforts for
a peaceful resolution of this
complex conflict will be set back
by generations.

The Congress’s course cor-
rection on Friday is not just a
case of “der aaye durust aaye
(better late than never)”. It also
brings both the ruling party and
the main Opposition party on
the same page after a very long
time. While there may not be a
consensus on the issue within
the Congress, there is a consen-
sus on the issue between the
Congress and the BJP, for a
change.

Neerja Chowdhury,
Contributing Editor, The Indian
Express, has covered the last 10

Lok Sabha elections. She is the

author of the recently published
How Prime Ministers Decide
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CPM, Congress in
credit war over
Vizhinjam port

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER 14

The docking of a cargo ship at the
under-construction Vizhinjam
International Seaport Project, the
country’s first deepwater trans-
shipment port, has triggered awar
of words between Kerala’s ruling
CPI(M) and Opposition Congress
over the origins of the state’s am-
bitious infrastructure project.

Earlier this week, project
cargo vessel Zhen Hua 15, called
at Vizhinjam port, which is lo-
cated near Thiruvananthapuram.
The docking of the Hong Kong-
flagged heavy load carrier, which
was carrying ship-to-shore
cranes to be erected at the port,
isbeing seen as ademonstration
that the port is geared up to re-
ceive motherships.

The Rs 7,600-crore multipur-
pose seaport project is being ex-
ecuted by Adani Ports and SEZ
Private Limited on a design, build,
finance, operate and transfer (DB-
FOT) model. The first phase of the
project is expected to become op-
erational in December 2024.

In 2015, when the state’s
Congress government had inked
the deal with the Adani Group, the
CPI(M), which was then in
Opposition, had objected to mak-
ingadeal with thelone bidder. The
party had at the time called it a
land scam being perpetrated at the
cost of the livelihood of fisherfolk.

In that context, the Congress
targeted the ruling party ahead
of aformal event scheduled to be
held on Sunday to mark the
maiden call of a ship at the port.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
and Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal are among
the dignitaries expected to be
present on the occasion.

Opposition Leader V D Sat-
heesan of the Congress said the
Vizhinjam port would be marked
as atestament to the willpower of
the late Oommen Chandy, former
chief minister and Congress leader.

“We are happy that the proj-
ect is getting ready. When the
Chandy government in 2015
inked the deal with Adani for the
project, Vijayan had then alleged
that it was a land scam. Later, the
Vijayan government ordered a ju-
dicial probe into it. But nothing
emerged out of the probe. The
Vijayan government had even tor-
pedoed the rehabilitation pack-
age for the fishermen,” he said.

However, CPIM state secretary
M V Govindan said on Saturday
that the seaport was a success
story of the LDF government. “The
port will speed up the overall
growth of the state. The CPIM and
the LDF will conduct celebrations
across Kerala at the local level on
Sunday to mark the docking of the
vessel,” he said. He maintained
that the “Left hasbeen of the stand
that the portis essential for Kerala's
development”.

“The project started during
the CPIM government led by E K
Nayanar. During the previous
UDF government, the Left had op-
posed corruption under the guise
of the project. Those who are now
trying to usurp credit for the port
project had even threatened to
launch an agitation at Vizhinjam.
The party, as well as the LDF, have
always taken a firm stand in
favour of the seaport,” he said.

Taking to X, Vijayan posted
Saturday: “The inaugural vessel,
Zhen Hua 15, is set to dock at
Vizhinjam International Port.
Boasting container transshipment
capabilities and proximity to ma-
jor shipping routes, it's a game-
changer for Kerala's infrastructure
and development. Vizhinjam Port
aims to handle one million con-
tainers annually, surpassing even
Singapore. This remarkable proj-
ectis poised to attract investments
and create numerous job oppor-
tunities, further contributing to
the nation’s pride.”

As per the initial agreement,
the project was supposed to be
operational by 2019. Port sources
said the overall physical progress
of the project as of now is 65.46
per cent.
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Meghalaya CM Conrad K Sangma and TIPRA Motha party
leader Pradyot Kishore Debbarma (second from left) at
Khumulwng in West Tripura district on Saturday. ANI

In a first, Conrad Sangma
backs TIPRA Motha Party
over ‘Greater Tipraland’

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,OCTOBER 14

Meghalaya Chief Minister and
National People’s Party (NPP)
chief Conrad Sangma on
Saturday joined a mega gather-
ing at Khumulwng - the Tripura
Tribal Areas Autonomous District
Council's(TTAADC) headquarters
- organised by the TIPRA Motha
party in a first show of support
for the demand of a 'Greater
Tipraland' in the NE region.

He said he came to extend his
support for the tribal statehood
demand as a first step to show
unity and solidarity in Northeast
India.

At Khumulwng Syndicate
Grounds, Sangma said, “Many
people have asked me why lam
coming here. [ told them I am
coming to meet my Tiprasa
(Tripuri tribals) brothers and
sisters. I don’t need anyone’s
permission for that. [ have come
to support Tiprasa brethren in
the struggle against their griev-
ances and difficulties. Different
indigenous people live here in
the NE. Different leaders in the
region including BK
Hrangkhawl in Tripura,
Zoramthanga from Mizoram or
PA Sangma from Meghalaya
raised different issues of tribals.
Though our roads are different,
our target is one. We have un-
dertaken different steps for the
one destination.”

The TIPRA (Tipraha Indige-
nous Progressive Regional
Alliance) Motha was formed in

2021 over the demand of a
Greater Tipraland state for tribals
of Tripura and swept the tribal
council polls in 2021 two
months after it was floated.

While the tribal party had
teamed up with the opposition
Congress and CPIM in addition to
engaging in dialogue with the BJP-
led central government over its
statehood demand, no other party
had until now extended support
to Motha'’s political demand. A
gathering of nearly 20,000 people
was seen on Saturday.

While Sangma happens to be
the only significant leader of any
regional party in power in the NE
region to have supported TIPRA
Motha leader Pradyot Kishore
Debbarma’s statehood demand
so far,ateam of NPP legislatorsin-
cluding Banteidor Lyngdoh,
Sanjay Sangma, Albin Marak and
Subir Marak were seen accompa-
nying him at the event and ex-
pressing solidarity with the Tipra
Motha.

“We need to be unified to
make sure your demands are
raised in the Parliament for a
Constitutional solution. A team
of MLAs from Meghalaya are
with me who came for the first
time here. We are not against
any community but we have
come to show solidarity to the
cause of indigenous communi-
ties of Tripura,” Sangma said.

Sangma added while his visit
to Saturday's rally was the “first
step to show unity of Northeast”,
the potential to consider it
politically would be explored
later.
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WORLD STUDENTS" DAY

Power of education:
Empowering future leaders

While celebrating the everlasting legacy of the Missile Man of India, who motivated young students to
pursue their dreams, World Students’ Day celebration serves as a reminder of education’s
transformative power and the need to support students in their journey of learning and self-discovery

HE late former President of India, Dr

APJ Abdul Kalam, believed in the
power of education and the potential
of students to bring about significant
changes in society. He believed educa-
tion can make society a better place to
live in. He believed that the youth
would contribute to India's growth if
they were well-nurtured and educated.
While he dedicated his entire life to
serving the nation as a scientist, and as
a teacher, Dr Kalam consistently engaged
with students across the country to inspire
them with his scientific, academic as well
as spiritual guidance.

World Students’ Day is celebrated on Oc-
tober 15 every year on the birth anniversary
of the 11th President of India, fondly re-
membered as the People’s President — Dr
Kalam. It commemorates the Indian aero-
space scientist, educator and statesman’s
unwavering focus on promoting the cause of
student welfare and education.

Celebrating youth's potential

With the World Students’ Day celebra-
tions spanning the length and breadth of
the country, a wide spectrum of celebratory
activities and events take centre stage in
various educational campuses. From a
range of competitions and campaigns to
students’ speeches, debates and discus-
sions alongside the participation of stu-

World Students’ Day

commemorates the

Indian aerospace

scientist, educator and

statesman’s focus on

promoting education

dents in different types of com-
petitive sports flavour the obser- |
vance of the day that is dedicated
to students. Raising awareness of
the exemplary life and contribu-
tions galore of Dr Kalam marks
the observance of the day at al-
most every World Students’ Day
celebration inspiring generations

BLISS POINT STUDIES

EARNING gives creativity. Creativity leads to thinking. Thinking provides know!-

edge. Knowledge makes you great.'

' - Dr.APJ Abdul Kalam

On the occasion of Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam's birth anniversary, we are reminded of his
inspirational words that continue to guide us. Dr. Kalam, the People's President and
a great visionary, believed in the power of dreams, thoughts, and actions.

Bliss Point Studies, a beacon of educational excellence, pays homage to this
remarkable leader by sharing his vision. As a one-stop solution for Economics
coaching, we carry forward Dr. Kalam's legacy by nurturing young minds. We offer
comprehensive coaching for a range of competitive examinations, including UPSC
Economics Optional, Indian Economic Service, and more.

Just as Dr. Kalam envisioned a prosperous and knowledgeable India, we are
dedicated to shaping the leaders of tomorrow. Our commitment to education,
innovation, and excellence aligns with his ideals.

On this special day, we pay tribute to Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam's enduring legacy by
dedicating ourselves to the pursuit of knowledge and excellence.

Join us on this journey, and let us collectively dream, think, and act to transform our

nation, just as Dr. Kalam envisioned.
Happy Birthday, Dr. Kalam!

Mahima Purthi, Team Bliss Point Studies

RAMANA SRI IAS/IFoS INSTITUTE

has been imparting the best UPSC

Maths optional and CSAT Paper-
2 coaching in Delhi. From January 13,
2013, we have been providing all kinds
of courses that suit you. Our institute is
doing its best to serve the nation as a
mathematical learning centre for stu-

RAMANA SRI'TAS/IFoS INSTITUTE

dents preparing for the country's most challenging and longest
examination, with mathematics as an optional subject along
with CSAT Paper 2. Everything here at the institute is nourished
by the mentorship of Ramanasri sir, who has been teaching
mathematics to UPSC Optional and CSAT Paper-2 aspirants for
the last two decades. His expertise and experience are visible

every year in the results of the institute.

The Hindu Zone

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam once said, “Dreams transform into
thoughts, and thoughts result in action.” However, dreams re-
quire a mentor to shape the hard work into success. To address
this, The Hindu Zone is organising a seminar on October 21,
at 11 am, titled ‘Prerna: Towards Success.’

All the aspirants are invited to attend this seminar for one-
on-one interaction with top retired IAS officers and famous
academicians to get the right career guidance and mentorship to

achieve their dreams.

The panel will feature speakers such as Dr. Subramanian
Lakshminarayanan IAS (Retd), Prabhat Chandra Chaturvedi IAS
(Retd), Dr. Hardeep Singh IAS (Retd), Prof. (Dr.) S P Goyal,
Dr. Bijendra Jha, Dr. Jitendra Kumar, and Mr.Vikas Gupta.

They will guide you on how to sharpen your talents and the
dos and don’ts that will help you shape your dream career.
Reflecting on the challenges that youngsters face today, you
will also learn how they achieved their goals. This represents
an excellent learning opportunity, so do not miss it.
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of youth every year.

The inspirational life of Dr.
Kalam

Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Ab-
dul Kalam — the recipient of
seven honorary doctorates
from 40 universities alongside
the Hoover Medal, the Von
Braun Award, the Padma
Bhushan, the Padma Vibhushan
and the Bharat Ratna — rose
to the prestigious position of the head of
state of the Republic of India from humble
beginnings.

Kalam was Born on October 15, 1931, as
the youngest of four brothers and one sister
in Tamil Nadu's Rameswaram in a Tamil
Muslim family to Jainulabdeen Marakayar,
a boat owner and a local mosque’s imam,
and Ashiamma. A bright and hardworking
student with a passion for learning, he
studied physics and aerospace engineering
and paved the way for many milestones for
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Guiding For Career, Coaching, Courses

the country in his realm of expertise, which
led to him being known as the Missile Man
of India alongside essaying a defining role in
India’s Pokhran-Il nuclear tests in 1998.

After serving as the 11th president in
2002, he resumed his civilian life. He also
delivered a lecture at the prestigious Indian
Institute of Management in Shillong.

Dr Kalam once said, “I was a disadvan-
taged child from a non-educated family yet
| had the advantage of being in the com-
pany of great teachers.”

In light of his remark, “If the people re-
member me as a good teacher that will
be the biggest honour for me” the annual
celebration of World Students’ Day on Oc-
tober 15 — Kalam'’s birthday — since
2010 is an apt occasion to celebrate the
Bharat Ratna recipient’s dedication and
contribution to the field of education and
research, his fondness of teaching and his
commitment to advancing education as
a tool for progress.
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An initiative by QO 0O

DIAS starts scholarshi
programme for 100 glr S

STABLISHED in 2005 under the

DP Vajpayee Education Foun-
dation, DIAS has been a beacon
for students, embodying the vision
of Empowering Youth and Trans-
forming India. Since 20009, it has
operated as DIAS India Edutech
Pvt Ltd, continuing its legacy of
excellence in civil services exami-
nation and setting a benchmark
for itself as a leader in science
optional.

D P VAJPAYEE, the Founder, Di-
rector, Chairperson and CEO of
DIAS India Group mentors students
in Physics and Mathematics op-
tional, Constitution, Polity and
Governance CPG to numerous as-
pirants. His educational journey —
a B.Tech from 1IT-Bombay, an MPhil
from JNU, and an LLB — show-
cases his commitment to academic
excellence.

In commemoration of Yugpurush
Atal Bihari Vajpayee's 100th birth
anniversary, DIAS India proudly an-
nounces a 100 per cent free coach-
ing programme for 100 girls. The
selection will be merit-based, with
the scholarship test scheduled for
October 29, 2023.The programme,

DP Vajpayee
Founder, Chairperson, DIAS

guided by the illustrious DP
Vajpayee, a luminary in shaping
successful civil servant careers,
promises to be transformative.
DIAS is renowned for its science
optionals, along with history and
sociology, as well as GS subjects. It
stands as a testament to fostering
holistic development and academic
excellence. With its scholarship
programme, DIAS reiterated its
commitment to nurturing future
leaders and continues its legacy of
excellence in education.
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P20 Summit: India protests EU Manipur resolution

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

INDIA ON Saturday registered its
protest on the European
Parliament’s recent move to
bring a resolution on the
Manipur issue. Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla broached the
issue during a bilateral meeting
with European Union Vice-
President Nicola Beer on the
sidelines of the ongoing G20
Parliamentary Speakers
Summit (P20).

Birla “underlined India’s sov-
ereignty and protested against
bringing a proposal in the
European Parliament on India’s
internal issues,” as per a state-
ment by his office on Saturday.
He insisted that every nation
and parliament is sovereign and
their internal issues should not
be discussed by others, the
statement said.

On her part, Beer empha-
sised on closer relations be-
tween the European Parliament
and India, adding that Europe is
going through challenging times
and sought India’s cooperation.

BJP says graft
in Cong’s DNA,

Shivakumar
hits back

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI/BENGALURU,
OCTOBER 14

THE BJP on Saturday alleged that
corruption is embedded in the
Congress party's DNA as it linked
the party with a contractor from
whose premises the Income Tax
Department allegedly recovered
Rs 42 crore in cash during a
search operation in Bengaluru.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the BJP headquarters in
New Delhi on Saturday, Union
minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said, “Congress believes in fake
guarantees, lies and corruption.
Corruption is embedded in the
DNA of Congress. We saw this in
Karnataka, and now they want
to use the same political strategy
in Telangana, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan.”

The BJP leader's allegations
come aday after the Income Tax
Department recovered over Rs
42 crore in cash, stashed in ares-
idential premise in Bengaluruon
Friday as part of its tax evasion
searches  against  some
Karnataka-based contractors
and people linked to them.

Hitting out at the opposition,
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar questioned why
JD(S) and BJP leaders were be-
having like the Income Tax
Department’s representatives.
He pointed out that the IT de-
partment is yet to make an offi-
cial statement regarding the
searches, its outcome, and the
recoveries made.

“They (BJP-JD(S) leaders) are
speaking whatever they want. Let
the Income Tax department give
an official statement (on
searches), let's speak after that.
Kumaraswamy (JD(S)leader HD
Kumaraswamy)or BJPleaders are
not representatives of the Income
Tax department, they are speak-
ing as though they are its repre-
sentatives,” Shivakumar said.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh and
G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant with P20 delegates at Parliament House in New Delhi on Friday. P11

In]uly this year, just ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to France for the Bastille Day
Parade, the European Parliament
had adopted a resolution on the
human rights situation in India,
with particular reference to the
recent clashes in Manipur.

The Parliament in Strasbourg,
France, had also called on Indian
authorities to putin place meas-
ures to halt the ethnic and reli-
gious violence and to “protectall
religious minorities”.

The move was rejected by
India as “unacceptable” and are-

CM LAUNCHES 4TH PHASE OF MISSION SHAKTI

Yogi: Women can
achieve remarkable
feats with willpower

1ig

¥ 541

UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath felicitates ISRO scientist
Ritu Karidhal Srivastava in Lucknow on Saturday. Express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 14

ASSERTING THAT women are
capable of achieving remarkable
feats with willpower and sup-
port from the government, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday launched the fourth
phase of Mission Shakti and fe-
licitated several women who
have made significant contribu-
tions in diverse fields.

Adityanath said the state
government has taken signifi-
cant steps in this phase of
Mission Shakti to promote the
well-being of women. “InIndian
tradition, three significant as-
pects of the Goddess, represent-
ing — truth, knowledge and hap-
piness — are revered out of her
nine forms,” he said.

At Saturday’s event, organ-
ised aday before Navratri begins,
special guests Padmashree
Hema Prabha Sotia, ISRO scien-
tist Ritu Karidhal Srivastava, and
HCL Chairperson Roshni Nadar
Malhotra were felicitated; “sym-
bolising these three goddess-like
qualities,” said Adityanath.

“Their presence at the event
epitomises women's empower-
ment and underscores the belief

that with persistent effort, any-
thing is achievable,” Adityanath
said at a function at Lok Bhavan
here.

The Chief Minister empha-
sised the inspiring presence of
Srivastava, a resident of
Lucknow, during the event. He
highlighted that her success un-
derscores the notion that noth-
ing is unattainable and that suc-
cess is “a matter of effort and
determination”.

Adityanath pointed out that
Sotia dedicated her life to con-
necting the north and the south,
and communicated her message
in Assamese, demonstrating that
language should not be a barrier
in expressing feelings. “Her ded-
ication to handicrafts showcased
empowerment,” he said.

Malhotra was lauded for her
significant contributions to the
industry and through social
work.

“Her success shows abun-
dant possibilities across various
fields, emphasising the impor-
tance of timely choices and ded-
icated pursuits,” said the CM.

The CM highlighted the gov-
ernment’s initiative ‘Mission
Shakti’, which was commenced
in 2020 to ensure the safety, dig-
nity and self-reliance of women.

flection of “colonial mindset”.
Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra
had said that it has been made
clear to EU parliamentarians
concerned thatitis a matter “ab-
solutely” internal to India.
Condemning the violence,
loss of life and destruction of

property in Manipur, the reso-
lution titled 'India, the situation
in Manipur' said it “denounces
in the strongest terms national-
istic rhetoric deployed by lead-
ing members of the Bharatiya
Janata Party.”

India was also slated to raise
the issue of Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s state-
ment in the nation's Parliament
last month about India's alleged
involvement in the killing of
Khalistani separatist leader
Hardeep Nijjar. Speaker of the
Canadian Senate, Raymonde
Gagne, skipped the Summit de-
spite confirming her participa-
tion last week.

Birla also held several other
bilateral meetings on the side-
lines of the P20 Summit, which
concluded on Saturday.

The statement from Birla's
office said that during his meet-
ing with Valentina Matvienko,
Speaker of the Federation
Council of the Federal Assembly
of Russia, he noted the long-
standing deep relations be-
tween the two countries and
how they have stood together in
times of crises.

During his talks with his
Turkish counterpart Numan
Kurtulmus, Birla mentioned
Operation Dost as a symbol of
India's friendship towards
Turkey and hoped that the na-
tion will soon recover from the
damage caused by the recent

earthquake.
He also commended
Kurtulmus’ views towards

Mahatma Gandhi, noting the
civilisational ties between India
and Turkey.

Besides these, there were
talks with Speakers and dele-
gates from  Singapore,
Netherlands, South Africa and
Mexico. The Ninth P20 Summit
was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday, and concluded with a
valedictory address by Birla on
Saturday.

During his address, Birla
stressed on multilateralism,
adding that in today's intercon-
nected world, we cannot view
any particular issue in isolation.
On the conclusion of India’s P20
presidency, India handed over
the presidency to the Parliament
of Brazil.

Gangs recruiting youths, blocked 6k
social media handles: Punjab Police

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

TO STOP the recruitment of
youths by jailed gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi and Canada-
based terrorist, Arshdeep Dalla
through social networking sites,
the Punjab Police informed the
Ministry of Home Affairs, heads
of the state police forces and
anti-terror agencies that in the
last three years they have
blocked 6,000 social media ac-
counts - on X, Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube and other
platforms.

Atwo-day anti-terror confer-
ence was organised last week by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) in Delhi where a
presentation was showed by
Punjab Police Inspector General
of Police (Internal Security)
Nilabh Kishore to Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla, Director of
Intelligence Bureau Tapan Deka,

and heads of state police/anti-
terror units.

In their presentation, the
Punjab Police said they have a
separate social media monitor-
ing cell. “Since 2020 till
September 30 this year, a total of
4,185 Facebook accounts/links,
513 Twitter accounts, 417
YouTube accounts/links, 118 ac-
counts on Instagram, 214 web-
sites, 14 Clubhouse, nine
Telegram and 30 others on
Snapchat, Signal and Wickr, have
been reported to the concerned
Facebook, Twitter and Google
authorities,” a source said citing
Punjab Police data.

An NIA official said gangsters
most active on social media are
Lawrence Bishnoi, Sampat
Nehra, Bhupi Rana, and Lucky
Patiyal.

“Last month, Sukhdool Singh
Gill alias Sukha Duneke, who
was allegedly associated with
the notorious Bambiha gang,
was shot dead in Canada’s
Winnipeg by unidentified as-

sailants. After some hours, his ri-
val gangsters, Bishnoi and Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria, claimed respon-
sibility for the act in separate
Facebook posts. Most of the so-
cial media accounts in their
names are being operated from
abroad and they have been hired
to update these from time to
time,” the official said.

“After identifying all ac-
counts, the Punjab Police had
taken up the matter of blocking
all these accounts/links with the
Cyber Law Division, Union
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, follow-
ing which 6,000 accounts/links
had been blocked so far,” a
source said.

According to sources, Punjab
Police, pointing out some key
modes of radicalisation and fac-
tors, mentioned farmers agita-
tion, Amritpal Singh and the
Khalsa Vaheer, social media,
Dera culture, and foreign based
movement Referendum 2020,
Sikhs for Justice (SF)).
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Ferry service from
India to Sri Lanka
resumes after 40 yrs

‘It brings alive historical, cultural links

’

Cheriyapani, a ferry that will run between Nagapattinam
(India) and Kankesanthurai (Sri Lanka), on Saturday. P11

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,OCTOBER 14

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi and Sri Lankan President
Ranil Wickremesinghe inaugu-
rated a ferry service connecting
India and Sri Lanka on Saturday,
nearly four decades after the
last such service was cancelled
amid civil war in the island na-
tion.

The ferry plies between
Nagapattinam in Tamil Nadu
and Kankesanthurai in Sri
Lanka’s Jaffna.

“Connectivity is not only
about bringing two cities closer.
It also brings our countries
closer, our people closer and our
hearts closer,” Modi said in a
video message, in which he re-
called Nagapattinam’s rich his-
tory of maritime trade. He refer-
enced the song Sindhu Nadhiyin
Misai by the iconic Tamil poet,
Subramania Bharati, that
touches on a bridge between the
two countries. “The ferry service
brings alive all those historical
and cultural links,” Modi said.

The PM also provided a
broader perspective on India’s
collaboration with Sri Lanka,
saying fintech, energy, and digi-
tal payments were potential
spheres of mutual benefit.

The ferry service was revived
following Sri Lankan President
Wickremesinghe’s recent visit to
India. In his video message,
Wickremesinghe called itanim-
portant step towards strength-
ening the connectivity between
India and Sri Lanka.

INDIA

Nagapattinam ;

Tamilnadu
Iaffna

SRI LANKA

“People of both countries
have travelled across the Palk
Strait for many years... The ferry
services operated in the past
were suspended due to the civil
war in Sri Lanka. Now, the con-
nectivity has been re-estab-
lished,” he said.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, who also virtually ad-
dressed the inauguration,
termed it a strategic initiative.

“The launch of the ferry
service is a truly big step for
boosting people-to-people
contacts,” he said. Emphasising
onIndia’s ‘neighbourhood first’
policy, he said the maritime ini-
tiative would foster enhanced
connectivity, cooperation, and
contact.

Furthermore, he invoked
India’s SAGAR (Security and
Growth For All in the Region)
policy, emphasising the coun-
try’s role in maritime security,
disaster response, and environ-
mental safety.

The ferry, Jaishankar said,
“underlines the assistance India
has provided for the
Kankesanthurai harbour”. Union
minister Sarbananda Sonowal
and Tamil Nadu minister E V
Velu were also at the event.

Sonia, Mehbooba in attendance as DMK sounds
clarion call for women’s rights, unity against BJP

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,OCTOBER 14

SENIOR CONGRESS leader Sonia
Gandhi and Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin took centre
stage at the DMK Women’s
Rights Conference in Chennai on
Saturday evening, emphasising
the need for women's empow-
erment and the pressing ur-
gency for unity against “divisive
forces ruling the country”.
Beginning her address by
commemorating the legacy of
the late M Karunanidhi, former
Tamil Nadu CM and DMK stal-
wart, Sonia said he was ahead of
his time as a “champion of gen-
der equality”. She also com-

TN CM MK Stalin with Congress’ Sonia Gandhi, Priyanka
Gandhi, DMK’s Kanimozhi and others at the Womens Rights
Conference, in Chennai on Saturday. P11

mended the efforts of the Stalin-
led DMK government in advanc-
ing women’s rights in the state.
“Stalin has raised [women’s par-
ticipation in government serv-

Recall, redeploy, reinvent: How INDIA is reclaiming
socialist icons JP, Kanshi Ram and Karpoori Thakur

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THREE ICONS of social justice
movements from the '60s and
'80s - Jayaprakash Narayan,
Kanshi Ram and Karpoori
Thakur - have returned to the
news over the last few days in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, with the
Opposition demands for a caste
census rising as the Lok Sabha
elections approach.

On October 9, the Congress
launched a Dalit Gaurav Samvad
initiative across Uttar Pradesh.
The one-and-a-half month Dalit
outreach programme, timed
with the death anniversary of
BSP founder Kanshi Ram, seeks
to spread his ideology.

This is striking as the BSP has
been instrumental in wiping out
the Congress from UP, weaning
away the Dalits - an integral part
of the grand old party’s post-
Independence electoral formula

of upper castes, Muslims and
Dalits in north India. Kanshi
Ram, who died in 2006, in a
stinging comment in Chamcha
Agein 1982, attacked Dalits who
did business with the Congress.
Earlier this year, the
Samajwadi Party, whose key
Yadav vote bank is considered a
rival of the Dalits in the
state, marked Kanshi
Ram’s birth anniver-
saryonMarch 15 atthe
party headquarters.
Significantly, while

EXPLAINED

tonomous Dalit politics that
steered clear of the Congress,
and was hostile to it.

In neighbouring Bihar, the
Janata Dal (United) of Nitish
Kumar has sent out teams of
party workers and leaders for
'Karpoori Charchas (discussions
on Karpoori Thakur)' across Bihar.
Thakur as chief minister
of Biharin 1977 had im-
plemented the Mungeri
Lal Commission report,
to provide separate quo-
® | tas for extremely back-

the Congress has re-
versed its traditional line to em-
brace the demand for a caste
census, and also backed propor-
tionate reservation, it seems to
have chosen to fete its once bete
noire Kanshi Ram rather than
Jagjivan Ram, the tallest Dalit
leader from the party. The latter
sought an integrative politics
that chimed with the centrist
ideology of the Congress, while
the former charted a path of au-

epaper ..nex.ss . COm

ward and backward
classes, thus sub-categorising the
Backward classes. Earlier, he was
the Deputy CM of Bihar in 1967,
and the CM for a short while
around 1970.

Choosing Thakur,aNayee, isa
nuanced move for Kumar, whose
recently commissioned Bihar
caste survey has shown that the
Extremely Backward Classes
(EBCs) comprise 36% of the pop-
ulation in the state (the largest

group).Significantly, BP Mandal,
the chairman of the second
Backward Class Commission ap-
pointed in 1979, recommended a
single OBC quota at the Centre in
his 1980 report. Thus, the legacies
of Mandal and Thakur, though
similar in many ways, diverge in
this crucial aspect — whose rele-
vance is expected to increase in
times to come.

On the one hand, Nitish's
move tries to distinguish a con-
stituency he has carved out as
CM from the Muslim-Yadav vote
bank of his ally the R]D; on the
other, it also tries to safeguard
the constituency from inroads
being made by the BJP in recent
years. Significantly, many ques-
tions on the veracity of the Bihar
caste survey have been made by
EBC and Dalit politicians, many
of them close to the BJP.

In the last few days, yet an-
other spectacle was the sight of
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav scaling
the wall of the Jai Prakash

Narayan International Centre in
Lucknow on October 9, to pay
floral tributes to the leader on his
birth anniversary, after being de-
nied permission to enter the
premises by the police. JP, as he
was called, is known for two
things: being the underground
hero of the Quit India Movement
of 1942, after the arrest of the top
leadership; and returning in
1974 two decades after renounc-
ing politics, to lead an
Opposition movement against
Indira Gandhi. In between, the
socialist-turned-Gandhian was
involved mostly in social causes.

What is often glossed over
while discussing the P
Movement - that saw the social-
ists, the breakaway Congress-O,
the Bharatiya Lok Dal and the
Jana Sangh, closing ranks against
the Congress - is that it heralded
the rise of a young OBC leader-
ship in north India. Names like
Lalu Prasad and Nitish rose from
the movement.

ices] to 40 per cent and I com-
mend him for this,” she said.
Soniareminded the audience
of the sacrifices and strides made
by leaders in the past forwomen'’s

rights. “The remarkable non-vio-
lent freedom struggle led by
Mahatma Gandhi placed a strong
emphasis on gender equality,”
she said. She also invoked
Jawaharlal Nehru’s words, saying,
“If you educate a man, you edu-
cate an individual. However, if
you educate a woman, you edu-
cate awhole family.”

In his address, Stalin targeted
the BJP, saying its promise of 33
per cent reservation for women
in Parliament and legislatures
was deceptive and insincere. He
emphasised the importance of
quotas for women from OBC and
minority communities, and crit-
icised the BJP for notincluding it
in the Women'’s Reservation Bill.
“PM Narendra Modi seems in-

tent on establishing a single-
partyrule,” he said, saying it was
important for parties to be
united to defeat the BJP.

“A united alliance, like the
one in Tamil Nadu, should be
formed in every state across
India,” he said. Among the lead-
ers at the conference were the
Congress’s Priyanka Gandhi, PDP
chief Mehbooba Mufti, NCP MP
Supriya Sule, Bihar MLA Leshi
Singh of the JDU, Delhi Assembly
Deputy Speaker Rakhi Birla of
the AAP, Samajwadi Party MP
Dimple Yadav, TMC leader
Sushmita Dev, CPI(M) leader
Subhashini Ali and CPI leader
Annie Raja. The main organiser
of the event was senior DMK MP
Kanimozhi.

BJP list has anti-conversion
activists, people with riot links

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR,OCTOBER 14

THE BJP has sharpened its
Hindutva push in Chhattisgarh,
with a group of hardline candi-
dates forming the vanguard of
the party’s charge. These include
a prime accused in the
2021 Kawardha com-
munal violence, the fa-
ther of a victim of a
communal riot, and a

“They may try lakhs of times, but
this (communal card) can’t be an
issue.”

In the state where more than
90% of the population is Hindu,
with Muslims and Christians
nearly equal at around 2% each,
the BJP can expect the Hindutva
plank to help itin 51 of the total
90 seats. Out of the 85
candidates an-
nounced by the party
already, none is a
Muslim. Plus, with

former minister whois the anti-conversion
the face of the party’s pitch, it can expect
campaign against reli- DECISION polarisation to help it
gious conversions. 2023 | intribal-dominated
The list includes - CHHATTISGARH  jreaslike Bastar.
two members of the Further toeing the
family of the late Dilip Singh  Hindutva line, the BJP's

Judeo, aleader with RSS and VHP
links known for the Ghar Wapsi
campaign (“re-converting” peo-
ple to Hinduism) he ran for over
four decades.

Denouncing the BJP list, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel said,

Chhattisgarh in-charge and MP,
Arun Sao, described the Congress
state government as “Bhupesh,
Akbar aur Dhebar ki sarkar”.

The taunt was towards Raipur
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar, whose
brother Anwar is touted as the

kingpin of aRs 2,000 crore liquor
scam, and minister Mohammad
Akbar, blamed by the BJP for the
Kawardha incident.

To underline the point, the
BJP has fielded Vijay Sharma -
one of the prime accused in the
Kawardha incident - against
Akbar, whois a four-time MLA. A
former district in-charge of
Kawardha and a BJP state gen-
eral secretary, Sharma was
chargesheeted with 81 others
for “destroying public property,
rioting” and spent two months
in jail.

Several calls to Sharma on
Wednesday went unanswered.
Similarly, Ishwar Sahu, father of
Bhuneshwar, whowas killed dur-
ing communal violence in
Bemetara district in August this
year, has been given a ticket from
Saja in Bemetara against seven-
time MLA and Minister Ravindra
Choubey.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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UP drugs case:
S-I sacked, four
cops suspended

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GORAKHPUR,OCTOBER 14

APOLICEMAN in Gorakhpur was
dismissed from service after he
and his associate were arrested for
drug trafficking, a senior police of-
ficer said on Saturday. Four police-
men from neighbouring Mahar-
ajganj district were suspended for
aiding the duo to smuggle the cha-
ras (cannabis) procured from
Nepal, the officer added.

Sub-Inspector Ravindra
Shukla, a resident of Lucknow,
was posted at the summon cell
in Gorakhpur. He and his associ-
ate Kulveer Singh were arrested
on Thursday and 33 kg of charas
was seized from their posses-
sion, SP (city) KK Vishnoi said.

“Gorakhpur and Maharajgan;j
police caught two smugglers
with charas worth crores of ru-
pees in international market.
One of them works in the police
department,” the SP said.

The two were intercepted
near Dharamshala police chowki
while on their way to Asuran
Chowk and booked under the
NDPS Act, he said.

According to IGP (Gorakhpur
range) ] Ravindra Gaur, Shukla
has been dismissed from serv-
ice. Meanwhile, Maharajganj SP
Kaustubh suspended four po-
licemen on charges of negli-
gence, indiscipline and misuse
of powers.

CBI busts passport
racket, raids 50 places

in Bengal and Sikkim

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 14

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Saturday
arrested two persons for al-
legedly accepting bribes and is-
suing passports on the basis of
“false and forged” documents af-
ter conducting raids at several lo-
cations in West Bengal and
Sikkim. The probe agency made
the arrests after searches at
around 50 locations including
Kolkata, Darjeeling, Siligiri,
Alipurduar and Gangtok.

A case was registered
against 24 persons including a
Deputy Passport Officer work-
ing at the Regional Passport
Office in Kolkata, a Senior
Superintendent posted at a
Passport Seva Laghu Kendra in
Gangtok, other public servants
and private persons in connec-
tion with the case.

CBI claimed the accused
were a part of nexus which also
included passport agents and
middlemen. “The accused were
found issuing passports on the
basis of false and forged identity
documents submitted by the
middlemen on behalf of those
persons/applicants who are
non-residents of India in lieu of
illegal gratification,” said the re-

L |
Passports and other

documents seized by CBI
officials during searches. P11

lease. CBI allegedly recovered
%1.90lakh from Senior Superint-
endent, PSLK Gangtok, Goutam
Kumar Saha while he was ac-
cepting a bribe from an agent
based out of Siliguri, identified
as Dipu Chetri. “Both were ap-
prehended,” CBI said.

Officials also recovered
around %3.08 lakh from Saha.
Searches were conducted at the
premises of accused including
public servants which led to re-
covery of incriminating docu-
ments.

PROTEST OVER 23-YEAR-OLD’S SUICIDE INHYDERABAD

Personal reasons, say police;
Gov asks for detailed report

RAHUL V PISHARODY &
SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 14

HOURS AFTER the death of a23-
year-old unemployed womanin
a private hostel in Hyderabad led
to massive protests in the city
late Friday night and saw hun-
dreds hitting the street demand-
ing justice for her, the Hyderabad
police said on Saturday that she
died by suicide due to personal
reasons.

Protesters claimed that the
woman, identified as Warangal
native M Pravalika, was frus-
trated with the Telangana State
Public Service Commission
(TSPSC) Group 2 exams having
been postponed in view of the
coming Assembly elections.

While the Congress called for
statewide agitations, Telangana
Governor Tamilisai Soundarara-
jan directed the chief secretary,
the director general of police,and
the TSPSC secretary to send a de-
tailed report within 48 hours on
the incident.

A senior police officer with
the Hyderabad police told The
Indian Express that the last per-
son Pravallika spoke to before her
death was aman who shewasin
a relationship with. The police
collected her mobile phone for a

detailed examination. Her room-
mates, police said, had gone out
at the time of her death. “She was
upset with her boyfriend over
their relationship. She died by
suicide at around 8.30 pm after
talking to him,” the officer said.

As news of her death spread,
protesters laid siege to her hostel
and prevented police from shift-
ing the body until early Saturday
morning.

Pravallika was a native of
Bikkajipally village in Duggondi
Mandal in Warangal district. She
had been staying in Hyderabad for
the last two years and preparing
for the TSPSC’s Group 2 exams.
She moved into Brindavan Girls
Hostel about two weeks ago and
was scheduled to go home for
Dussehra on October 22.
Accordingto officials, she had pre-
viously appeared for TSPSC Group
1and Group 2 exams, but their re-
sults were cancelled over allega-
tions of question paper leaks.

The Group 2 exams sched-
uled for November 2 and 3 were
postponed by the TSPSC on
October 10, on account of the
Assembly elections to be held in
Telangana on November 30.

On Saturday morning, after
conducting a postmortem ex-
amination at Gandhi Hospital in
Hyderabad, Pravallika’s body
was taken to her native village

and the final rites were com-
pleted before noon. Reacting to
her death, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said he was
“deeply anguished”.

“Thousands of young aspi-
rants in Telangana are frustrated
and enraged due to the rank ap-
athy of the BRS government in
conducting examinations. Youn-
gsters of Telangana hold the cor-
rupt, inept, and inefficient BRS
government accountable and
will oust it from power in the
state,” he said on X.

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
said thatif elected, the Congress
government in Telangana would
“release ajob calendar, reorgan-
ise the TSPSC on the lines of
UPSC in one month, and fill 2
lakh vacant government posts
within a year”.

After the protests erupted in
Hyderabad Friday night, Tela-
ngana Pradesh Congress Commi-
ttee president A Revanth Reddy
warned the state government
against suppressing the case.

Governor Tamilisai Sound-
ararajan urged unemployed
youth not to lose hope. “Pravall-
ika’s untimely demise is a poign-
ant reminder of the challenges
and pressures faced by young as-
pirants preparing for competi-
tive exam,” Soundararajan said
ina statement.

Cong, SAD condemn Army’s absence at Agniveer’s funeral in Punjab

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 14

THE ABSENCE of military guard of
honour for Agniveer Amritpal
Singh'’s funeral in his native village
of Kotli Kalan in Mansa district of
Punjab on October 13 has at-
tracted criticism from the
Congress, Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD),and others.

The Army, however, said that
“the cause of death being a self in-
flicted injury, no guard of honour
or military funeral was provided,
inaccordance withexisting policy”.

Amritpal Singh had served
with his unit, 10 Jammu and

Amritpal
Singh died of
a gunshot

wound to his
head

Kashmir Rifles in Poonch area of
Jammu and Kashmir when he
died of a gunshot wound to the
head on October 10.

OnX, the Army said, “Agniveer
Amiritpal Singh died while onsen-
try duty in Rajouri Sector,duetoa
selfinflicted gun shot injury. Court
of Inquiry to ascertain more de-
tailsis in progress. Mortal remains
of the deceased, accompanied by
one Junior Commissioned Officer

and four Other Ranks, were trans-
ported ina Civil Ambulance hired
by the Unit of the Agniveer. Acc-
ompanying Army personnel also
attended the last rites. The cause
of death being a self inflicted in-
jury, no guard of honour or mili-
tary funeral was provided, in ac-
cordance with the policy.”
Former Meghalaya Governor
Satyapal Malik said the remains of
Amritpal were brought to his vil-
lage in an ambulance by a Havi-
ldar and two jawans and not Army
vehicle. He said the villagers ap-
proached the district's SSP who
arranged a police guard of honour
for the Agniveer in the absence of
Army personnel. He criticised the

Centre for denying the status of a
‘martyr’ to Agniveers.

OnX, state Congress president
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring
said, “This is a sad day for our
country as thiswhowas recruited
under the Agniveer scheme was
sent back home in a Pvt ambu-
lance & not given any guard of ho-
nour by the @adgpi. Does being
an Agniveer mean that their lives
don’t matter as much?”

Senior SAD leader Bikram
Singh Majithia’s on X said, “It is
most tragic and unfortunate to see
that due to the Modi Governm-
ent's new Agniveer Policy first
martyr of the country, only 19-
year-old Amritpal Singh was not

even provided army ambulance
to bring his body home. It is most
shameful to note that even cus-
tomary Guard of Honour was not
provided to Martyr.”

Majithia’s went on to say that
only the previous day the Union
Home Minister had accepted that
martyrs from Sikh community
were at the forefront to save the
country. “Keeping inview insensi-
tive approach of Modi Govern-
ment youth will desist from get-
ting recruited under the scheme.
Modi government should imme-
diately stop this scheme...” he said.

Punjab Chief Minister Bha-
gwant Mann on X said irrespec-
tive of the Centre's policies with

regard to the death of Agniveer
Amritpal Singh, the Punjab gov-
ernment will consider hima mar-
tyr and as with any other martyr,
will pay Rs 1 crore to the de-
ceased's family and lodge protest
with the Centre.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Brigadier BS Dhillon (retired),
Director Sainik Welfare Punjab
said that he was not aware of the
reasons why there was no Army
presence at the funeral. “We have
received no intimation of any kind
on this from the Army,” he said.

The Defence PRO, Jammu, Lt
Col Suneel Bartwal also said he
was not aware why there was no
Army presence at the funeral.

Secretly recording
wife’s conversation
privacy invasion: HC

Sets aside family court’s order last
year on her petition for maintenance

JAYPRAKASH NAIDU
RAIPUR,OCTOBER 14

THE CHHATTISGARH High
Court recently ruled thatitisan
invasion of privacy by a husband
torecord the conversation of his
wife without her knowledge af-
ter hearing a petition filed by the
woman, challenging a family
court’s order, allowing her hus-
band for re-examining her in a
maintenance case pending in
the family court since 2019.
The 38-year-old petitioner
moved the high court last year,
challenging an order dated
October 21,2021 of afamily court
inMahasamund district allowing
her 44-year-old husband, a police
constable, to re-examine her on
the ground that certain conversa-
tion was recorded on the mobile
phone and he wants to cross-ex-
amine by confronting her with
the recorded conversation.
Although the petitioner was
unclear about the conversation
recorded by her husband, as pera
source, the husband was trying to
prove before the family court that
she was committing adultery,and
hence he could deny her mainte-
nance once they are divorced.
Representing the petitioner,

advocate Vaibhav Goverdhan ar-
gued before the High Court judge,
Justice Rakesh Mohan Pandey,
that the family court’s order in-
fringes right to privacy of the
woman and cited previous rul-
ings of the Supreme Courtand the
High Court of Madhya Pradesh.

On October 5, Justice Pandey
cited four previous judgments of
the Supreme Court and High
Court of Madhya Pradesh on the
issue of recorded conversations
used as evidence and ruled in the
petitioner’s favour.

“..it appears that the respon-
dent has recorded the conversa-
tion of the petitioner without her
knowledge behind her back
which amounts toviolation of her
right to privacy and also the right
of the petitioner guaranteed un-
der Article 21 of the Constitution,”
an excerpt from the order read.

“Further, the Right of Privacy
is an essential component of the
righttolife envisaged by Article 21
of the Constitution; therefore, in
the opinion of this Court, the Fam-
ily Court has committed an error
of lawin allowing the application
under Section 311 of the CrPC
along with the certificate issued
under Section 65 of the Indian
Evidence Act. The order passed by
the Family Court s set aside.”

Anti-India forces left gasping: Sinha

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCTOBER 14

“THOSE ASSOCIATED with the
anti-India, separatist and corrupt
ecosystem in Jammu and Kas-
hmir are worried these days as
the Central government and the
J&K administration have left no
space for them to breathe,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha said after the inauguration
of Apsara Road high street in
Gandhi Nagar Friday.

Referring to an article on a
news portal on the UT adminis-

tration awarding a multi-crore
insurance contract to a private
company under the PM Jan Aro-
gya Yojanaignoring advice by its
own departments, Sinha, with-
out naming anybody, said the
“writer of the article was himself
an active part of the separatist
ecosystem”. He denied any irreg-
ularities in implementation of
the PMJAY, saying that the gov-
ernment paid Rs 982 crore pre-
mium at the start. The company
has so far distributed Rs 1,228
crore to the patients and 5.67
lakh patients have been treated
under the scheme so far, he said.

Metropolis to Metropolis:

Chef Rhythm Mahajan’s journey to bring South

Asian flavor to the West Coast

TOMATO

TOMATO

from Delhi sharing his passion for cooking to

his smattering of followers. In 2017, 18 year
old Rhythm Mahajan took to the social media
platform to show his comforting recipes of
chocolate lava cake, eggs benedict, and spinach
and mushroom quiche to his friends and family.
TomatoTomato food blog was the brainchild of an
aspiring Chef with dreams of leaving his home
country to attend the prestigious and world-class
Culinary Institute of America in New York City.
Though his early posts featured predominantly
Western dishes, Mahajan soon began experi-
menting with and perfecting popular dishes from
his childhood, including a delicious rendition of
malabar prawn curry with aamchoor and kokum,
and a delectable rasmalai, and dessert boasting
the vibrant flavors of saffron and cardamoms.

What marks Mahajan’s online success is not
simply his marvelous cooking skills — it is the
online experience he offers his followers. Each
video uploaded to TomatoTomato is beautifully
shot and presented as the chef takes the viewer
on a step-by-step journey in creating the dish.
Gorgeous light decorates every shot, the beauty
of each ingredient is highlighted in spectacular
clarity as cinematic Indian tunes waft from the

I T all began on Instagram, with one young man
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background. From basil lemongrass pink perch to
goat neck and mushroom yakhni, nearly 10,000
people have fallen for the visual beauty and
culinary excellence Mahajan’s posts provide, and
his comment sections are awash with praise.

Successful as his blog may be, Mahajan did not
limit himself to the online sphere. In 2022, he
accomplished his goal of attending the Culinary
Institute of America and graduated with a degree in
Culinary Arts. His tireless dedication to bringing
exemplary presentation and flavor to the class-
room marked him as unique amongst his peers —
many instructors highlighted Mahajan’s work,
which incorporated the flavors of home with
American and French techniques, as a sign of a
bright and prosperous career. Given the exquisite
and inventive flavors demonstrated on his page, it
should be of no surprise that rising-star restaurant
Anomaly SF was quick to seek him out as a chef.
San Fransisco is known for some of the best mod-
ern fine dining experiences in the world; any am-
bitious chef would jump at the opportunity to
cook alongside the elites of their industry. Within
their first year of operation, Anomaly was already
Michelin-recommended, and Head Chef Michael
Lanham credits Mahajan for much of their suc-
cess: His signature dish of bay caught scallop with
truffle panade, yuzu dashi and tarragon was
pushed to the forefront of the rotating menu for
four months, proving Mahajan's talent and excep-
tionally positive reception amongst diners.

By all standards, Rhythm Mahajan is truly a
one-of-a-kind chef. To journey across continents
in pursuit of a dream is by no means an easy task,
regardless of what career one chooses to chase.
However, it is certainly a testament to Mahajan’s
perseverance, culinary training, and raw talent
that he has achieved such connections and praise
in the United States. If his blog is anything to go by,
-and itis —we can and should expect great things
from Rhythm Mahajan and Anomaly SF.

ADVERTORIAL

As a sous-chef at the Michelin-rec-
ommended restaurant Anomaly SF
based in the Bay Area, you have
made your mark in the culinary
world. How did your successful jour-
ney in the culinary industry start?

After completing my first two semesters
at the Culinary Institute of America, | did a
4 month internship in NYC at ABC kitchen
by Jean Georges. | learned the basics of the
industry and the importance of hardwork
there. My time there consists of some of
the most cherished memories of kitchen
life for me.

You are renowned for creating
one-of-a-kind culinary works that
mix traditional Indian flavors with
French and American techniques,
how would you describe your ap-
proach to creating menus that con-
tinue to delight connoisseurs of
food?

When coming up with a new dish, | have
an ingredient first mindset. We're trying to
showcase produce or protein and make that
the hero of the dish. Using flavors from India
comes naturally to me, but I've been trained
in classical french cuisine. We collaborate
at the restaurant to come to a dish that can
please everyone, but also surprise a few.

Having found success at a young
age in the culinary world, what are
your plans for the future?

For me, this is not success yet. | believe |
have a long way to go, with so much to

learn and with several restaurants yet to be
opened. | would like to showcase Indian
Cuisine in a more refined light, both in In-
dia and Abroad. Food can tell stories and |
want to tell stories of Delhi, Punjab and
memories | have of growing up here.

Please talk us through your food
blog and what inspired you to take
time out from a fast-paced kitchen
environment to blogging on food.

| started blogging right before my class
12th board examinations. All work and no
play was making Rhythm a dull boy. |
started posting online because | was study-
ing really hard and needed to do something
that | enjoyed. | carried on doing that in col-
lege and now, even during work | find time
on the weekend to try to make people fall
in love with food and cooking.

Having reached heights of success
in your profession, what advice do
you have for aspiring chefs who
want to make it big in the culinary
realm?

Most important is working hard, as this
industry is very fast paced. We all have to
earn our place in the kitchen and experi-
ence is the greatest teacher. If anyone
wants to become a chef, working hard and
trying new challenging recipes are the two
things that will take you there. Being a
good team player always helps, and if
you're a born leader, you'll find yourself
while working in a kitchen because that's
where leaders thrive.
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2 ‘smugglers’ held in UP,
13 kg gold biscuits seized

cuits. The police launched search
operations at several places.
However, the smugglers sus-
pected police action. They en-
tered the district, parked their
vehicle and fled with the goods.
SP Katyayan ordered the setting
up of barriers at several pointsin
the district. A team consisting
personnel from Police, SOG and
DRI arrested two smugglers and
seized gold biscuits from them.
The two men told police their
names were Rahul and Deepak
and that both of them are from
Maharashtra. Asearchisonfora
third suspect, police said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHADOHI,OCTOBER 14

POLICE HAVE arrested two
smugglers belonging to a gang
involved in smuggling gold into
the country with 13 kg of gold
biscuits in their possession, an
officer said on Saturday.
According to Superintendent
of Police Minakshi Katyan, late
Friday night, the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence informed
the district police that three
smugglers were moving in a car
carrying a huge cache of gold bis-

(#; BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION BOARD

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(Through e-procurement mode only over hitps:feproc2.bihar.gov.in)
Tender Notice No.- PR 369 [/ 2023
Bihar School Examination Board, Patna invites e-tenders
under two bid systems from the reputed, experienced &
technologically sound Firms / Companies! Agencies/ Societies for
"Hosting of Mobile and Web-based Application for Allocation
of Answer Book, Attendance of Teachers, Online Marks Entry,
Calculations of Remuneration of Teachers & Others services
during the Evaluation process of Intermediate and Matric
Examination (Annual & Compartmental)-2024."

Punjab Police
busts LeT terror

module, arrest 2
J&K residents

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR,OCTOBER 14

THE PUNJAB Police, inaajoint op-
eration with central agencies,
thwarted a possible terrorist at-
tack by busting a Lashkar-e-Toiba
(LeT)-backed module and arrest-
ingits two operatives, DGP Gaurav
Yadav Saturday said.

Police recovered two
Improvised Explosive Devices
(IEDs), as many hand grenades,
one .30 bore pistol with two mag-
azinesand 24 cartridges, eight det-
onators, one timer switch and four
batteries from their possession.

The terrormoduleis being han-
dled by Firdaus AhmedBhat,anac-
tive LeT member, the DGP said,
adding the arrested accused have
been identified as Uzair Ul Haq of
Rahpora Khudwani and Raj
Mohammad Andleeb of Kherwan,
both in Jammu and Kashmir.
Punjab Police had received intelli-
gence inputs that the state border
is being used by the LeT for smug-
gling a huge consignment of arms
and explosives and their twomem-
bers are expected to retrieve the
cache in the area of Kathu Nangal.
Based on inputs, the state special
operation cell wing of Amritsar po-
lice and central agencies appre-
hended the duo with the weapon
consignment, Yadav said.

Cost of Tender|  Tender Earnest |
Document | Processing Fee | Money |
Inclusive of GST @18.00%] to be paid | (Rehmdabla) |
Scops of work |ithn:-ugh.la-|:||ang|1EEr!1|:-vde tli.e.: HEFII-'Tl :m?::;?-:ﬁm:
RTGS/Credit Card/Debit card) orilyin cass ol |
(Non-Refundable) Bark Guarastes |
Hosting of Mobile and Web-
based Application for Allocation
of Answear Book, Allendance of
Teachers, Unline Marks Entry, FFj-lW"' 7 590/ ¥1,00,000/-
Calculations of Remuneration of Dr:-:'l Tuﬁﬁfss;and (Rupees Fve | (Fupees
Teachers & Others services One Hundred | Hundred Ninety | One Lakh |
during the Evaluation process of Eig.r-h-' Dll:nl-."il Only Only)
Intermediate and Matric >
Examination [(Annual &
Comparimental) -2024

Tender Schedule / Programme:

Particulars

Date/Time: Duration

Online Sale/Download date of
Tender documents

From: 16/10/2023 (13:00 Hrs) to
0&6M11/2023 (13:00 Hrs)
thtth.fffz_p_mc .I:Jihar.g_nv.ini

Pre-Bid Meeting

191072023 at 12:30 Hrs.
(Bihar School Examinaticn Board,

Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)

-

Last Datel Time for 5ubmi55||:|r1."|
of Bid

06/11/2023 up to 13:00 Hrs.
(hitps:/feprocZ bihar.gov.in)

submission of EMD {in case of
BG) in Hard copy/ Original

08/11/2023 up to 13:00 Hrs.
{Bihar School Examination Board,

Sinha Library Road, Patna-800017)

Technical Bid Opening Date &
Time

08/M1/2023 at 15:00 Hrs
Bihar School Examination Board,

inha Library Road, Patna-800017)

Financial Bid Opening Date
and Time

Date to be announced later
by Competent Authority.

Contact details:

Sh. Vinod Kumar Singh, Nodal officer- |

+91 62999 23095,
E-Mail Id: eproc-bseb-bih@gov.in/
eproc.bseb@gmail.com

= Note:- BSEB reserves the right to Accept/ Cancel/ Reschedule

tenders without assigning any reasons. Secretary

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY
E-AUCTION NOTICE
Divisional Railway Manager (Commarcial),
East Gentral Dhanbad, on behalf of
President of India imile open e-Auction
through IREPS portal vide website
www, IREPS.gov.in for awarding the
contract . Details are as under -
i. 5. No. (1), 5. e. Auchon Catalogue - Publicity
iii. &, Auction Catalogue no. | PUB-10-23, iv.
Scheduled date and time of e.Auction

| starting details : 27.10.2023 From 14:00 hrs

y. Datails of work and name of station :
Display of high quality lamination
advertisement boards inside of coaches of
brain ma. 13301702, Display of high quality
lamination adwvertisement boards inside of
coaches of frain no, 13303704, Display of

high guality lamination adverlisement|

boards inside of coaches of frain no
13305086,
All prospeciive idder are advised o wisit the
wabsite www.ireps.gov.in for full details and
pariicipate against the above mentioned
e Awcion as per schedule given wis column
Mo. iv. Railway Administration reseres the
right 1o reject any or all the: tenders without
assigning any reason what 5o ever,
Divisional Railway Manager {Commsarcial)/
ECR/Dhanbad

PR/O01 403/ DHNIComml. /NI23-24/36|

Dalit man ‘beatenup  UP school teacher arrested for

for refusing to pick up
cow carcass’ in Amethi

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 14

ANELDERLY Dalit cobbler wasal-
legedly assaulted by some upper
caste men at Kurari Girdhar Shah
village in UP’s Amethi district
Monday. The village has a pre-
dominantly Thakur population.

The victim, Achchebar Kumar;,
66, was purportedly attacked af-
ter he refused to pick up a cow car-
cass. He has suffered a fracture in
his leg along with other injuries.

The victim’s son, Krishna
Kumar, a daily wager, said the up-
per caste men left himneara canal
inanunconscious condition after
assaulting him for hours. “They
treated him worse than an ani-
mal... Everyone saw what hap-
pened but no one is speaking up
because of fear,” added Kumar.

A case was lodged Monday
against one Ashish Singh, 27,ona
complaint from the victim’s son
under Sections 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt), 325 (voluntarily
causing grievous hurt), and 504
(intentional insult with intent to
provoke breach of the peace) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), and
various sections of the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

Speaking about the incident,
Kumar said, “On Monday morn-
ingaround 6.30 am, our neighbor

-1 Ashish Singh came to our house

and asked my father to pick up the
carcass of his cow from his house.
My father told him that he does
not do that work anymore owing

fracture in his leg. Express

to his advanced age. He got en-
raged at this and used casteist
abuses against my father. He
picked up a bicycle pump and
started hitting my father. No one
intervened while he beat up my
father. He then took my father to
his house and he along with some
others beat him up again. My fa-
therhas afracturedlegand hasin-
juries all over his body. His entire
body has turned blue. The doctors
at Sanjay Gandhi Hospital in
Amethi have said that he will re-
quire surgery to fix the fractured
bone...”

“The accused was arrested
Tuesday and hasbeen sent to judi-
cial custody,” said Circle Officer
(Amethi) Lallan Singh, whois the
investigating officer (I0) in the
case. LallanSingh added, “In their
written complaint, the family only
named one person, who hasbeen
arrested and sent to jail. If they
name more accused, we will take
further action.”

inappropriately’ touching girl

Accused suspended; departmental inquiry ordered

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 14

A 42-YEAR-OLD assistant
teacher posted at a government
primary school in Shahjahanpur
district was arrested for allegedly
touching a Dalit girl student in-
appropriately, local police said
on Saturday.

The teacher, who was
booked under IPC section 354
(assault or criminal force to
woman with intent to outrage
her modesty) and under provi-
sions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
was sent to jail, police said.

RSS chief seeks
feedback on
J&K situation

Jammu: RSS chief Mohan Rao
Bhagwat on the second day of
his visit Saturday met represen-
tatives of various offshoots of the
Sangh and sought feedback on
their activities and also the situ-
ation prevailing in Jammu and
Kashmir. BJP leaders, including
Minister of State in the PMO, Dr
Jitendra Singh, MP Jugal Kishore
Sharma and party’s J&K unit
president Ravinder Raina were
present at the meeting.  ENS

BIHAR GRAM SWARAJ YOJNA SOCIETY
Panchayati Raj Department

3™ Floor, Biscomaun Tower, Gandhi Maidan, Patna - 800001 Tel: 0612-2219175
Emall:- spm.proc.bgsys@bihar. gov. in, Website: www.sprc.bgsys.coan &
hitps./istate.bihar.gov.in/biharprd/ CitizenHome. himl

Reference: BGSYS/SPRC/CB/1102/2023/574

pPErson

www.sprec, bgsys.co.in,

PR. No. 010263 (Ni.Ni.) 2023-24

OPEN NOTICE FOR EMPANELMENT OF TRAINING CENTER IN ALL 38 DISTRICTS

ACROSS THE BIHAR STATE
Invitation for Bid {IFB) for empanelment of training center in all 38 districts across the Bihar
State. Last date & time for submission of Bid is 15:00 Hrs. (15T} on 03-11-2023 through hard
copy of entire technical bid along with videopraphy/Photograph, duly signed by authorized
Invitation for Bigd (IFB) may be downloaded from PRD website:
https://fstate. bihar.gov.in/biharprd/CitizenHome . html & BGSYS website:

Jaideo Sinha
(SPM - Procurement)

U Eg
e
Eovl. od Bihar

This information is available on website state.bihar.gowv.infprdbihar also
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An education department
officer said the teacher has been
suspended and a departmental
inquiry was ordered against
him.

“The girl’s parents lodged a
complaint that the teacher
touched their daughter inappro-
priately. During the investiga-
tion, it was found other female
students had similar complaints
about the teacher. We registered
a case on Friday under relevant
sections and arrested the
teacher around midnight on
Friday. The teacher has been
sent to jail,” the Station House
Officer (SHO) of the area police
station said.

“We have, meanwhile, sent a
report in this connection to the
Basic Shiksha Adhikari as the ac-

cused was also holding the
charge of the headmaster at the
government school,” the Station
House Officer added.

Police said while the girl be-
longs to the Dalit community,
the accused is from some other
community.

Shahjahanpur Basic Shiksha
Adhikari (BSA) Ranveer Singh
said the teacher was recruited as
an assistant teacher in 2016.

“I got to know about the mat-
ter over the phone on Friday
morning, [ visited the school and
suspended the teacher. I have
also constituted a three-mem-
ber committee to investigate the
matter, besides the ongoing po-
lice action. The committee will
also have a woman official,”
Singh added.

Rajkot: Jewellery unit owner
among 9 held for beating 2
Bengali artisans to death

GOPALKATESHIYA
RAJKOT,OCTOBER 14

NINE PERSONS, including the
owner of a jewellery-making unit
in Rajkot, were arrested by the city
police on Saturday after they were
booked late Friday for allegedly
beating todeath twoartisans from
West Bengal over an alleged theft
of 100 gm of silver.

The accused were producedin
a court, which sent them to two-
day police remand.

Sagar Savaliya, proprietor of
MBS Ornaments - the jewellery-
making unit on Bhavnagar Road
— was arrested for the murder of
Rahul Farsad Sheikh and Suman
alias Minu on the premises of the

journalist.

The nine men and four to five
unidentified Bengali artisans have
been booked under sections 302
(murder), 323 (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt), 325 (voluntarily causing
grievous hurt), 341 (wrongful re-
straint), 342 (wrongful confine-
ment), 348 (wrongful confine-
ment), 364 and others.

The FIR was registered at
Thorala police station after a sub-
inspector filed a complaint.

The police said that while
Rahul was a native of Natunchar
in Purba Bardhaman district's
Hatkalna village in Bengal, Minu
was a native of Kalna in the dis-
trict. Sajansinh Parma, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (ZoneI)
of Rajkot, said: “Rahul had hid the
silver in his footwear and the se-
curity guard detected it during
frisking. He took Rahul to the
managers.”

After being thrashed severely,
Rahul confessed that he was giv-
ing the stolen silver to his friend
Minu, police said. Following this,
Kiyada, Hapaliya and Tanmay
Bengali, riding separate bikes, kid-
napped Minuand brought himto
MBS Ornaments.
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Dealer: South Vulnerable: Both

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2447

Ifit’s your

Birthday

NORTH SOUTH s
& (53 & AJ1042 1 Did e?tr)emelywell, better than
wi K103 most(8
5. Maintenance(6)
409763 ¢ AKJ 9. Growveryfast(8)
. ®KQJ %3 10. Thin coating (6)
12. Valued greatly (9)
13. Well-known (5)
WEST NORTH EAST  SOUTH 14. Flutter (4)
e Sé }g S%izin%g 5111ddenlyC§7) ,
pass 20¢ pass Z2He® 2. k}lgigcf;{e‘ ((Z)atn ent(7)
pass J3Sé pass  ANT 24. Britliving abroad (5)
25. Imaginary paradise on earth (7-2)
pass JD4 pass 634 27 Tariffs(6)
pass  pass  pass 28. Progressively worse (8)

South was not using Key Card Blackwood and he reached 6S, which was a
bit less than even money to make. West led clubs. East took the ace and re-

29. Colourless pentose sugar (6)
30. Exhales and inhales; gasps(8)

turned a diamond, taken by the queen in dummy. What should South do to DOWN .
make 6S? 1. Animosity (6)

2. Rigidsocial strata (6)
The Westhand:S-9876H-872D-42C-10985 3. Tempts(5)
TheEasthand:S-KH-9654D-1085C-A7642 4. Exerciseinvanity(3,4)
South obviously needs East to have the king of spades but there is a little 6. Op en‘to rebuttal (9)
thing he can dotoimprove his chances. At trick three, North should lead asmall 7 Emotlonally charged (8)
spade, not the queen. On this hand the king of spades pops up and South 8. Pattern (8)

greets it with the ace. After drawing trumps, twelve tricks come home and
North-South have been rewarded with some luck and also a good play. Do
you see the problem that South spotted?

South saw that if East had the singleton king of spades, leading the queen
would not work. East would cover and West would get a late trick with his
9876 of spades. By leading a low spade from dummy, South got to see if
Easthadasingleton king. If he did not, South would finesse and would return
to dummy to finesse again if necessary.

Dealer: South Vulnerable: North/South

NORTH
L
¥KJ9?
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West North East South
INT
254

pass
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INT

pass
pass
pass

pass
pass

11. South Yemen port(4)

15. Dark(9)

17. Supplemental part(8)

18. Aplace for medical care(8)

. Dare, old style English (4)

21. Uproar(7)

22. Conclusion(6)

23. Spoons(6)

26. Districtin Tokyo (5)

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS

1
5.
9.

Presidential memorial may make
her career longer (8)

Not French apparently, but it
couldbe(6)

Greek hero finding eel and shark
atsea(8)

10. Bids for chests without tops (6)
12. Inpole position? (9)

13. Fitoutinafitof pique(5)

14. One of Neville Brothers' tracks on

Georgia(4)

16. Sort of computer for board use,

perhaps(7)

19. Re-assigna genuine biblical

character (2-5)

21. Bankinabundance (4)

24.

Bridge charge is about right for

27. Putout tosatisfy (6)

28. Refuse to deal with diamonds, on
the surface, it's dodgy (5,3)

29. Extremely clever somewhatin
part(4,2)

30. Long way to walk for stylish men
inEnglish hats(3,5)

DOWN

1. Warm up her tea afresh (6)

2. Pledge toinstall running waterin
ananimal shelter (6)

3. Manufacturer right below
form(5)

4. Comingdown toearth, but never
rising to the attempt (2-5)

6. Not the popular time to get away
withaticket(3,6)

7. It'snotfairto quitthere, soit
seems (8)

8. Flexible arrangement for
providing liquid (4-4)

11. Fishscience these days(4)

15. Everybody puts embargo on
rugby tourists(3,6)

17. Analysis found that there were
difficulties in quitting rice
heartlessly (8)

21. Halfbite very rotten veal and

oyster?(7)

22. Observation about sixth sense Ali

gotwrong(6)

23. Florawill find arest's essential (6)
26. Deputy at clock centre sounds

hesitant(5)

Solutions to 2446

QUICK CLUES Across: 1Elicits, 5 Embroil,
9Total, 10 Seniority, 11 Mussolini, 12
Essen, 13Kind, 15 lll-fated, 18 Letsinon,
19 Guck, 22 Stair, 24 Dalailama, 26 Two
by four, 27 Odium, 28 Spindle, 29 Sedates
Down: 1Entomb, 2 Intestine, 3Igloo, 4
Suspicion, 5 Ennui, 6 Boomerang, 7 Omits,
8Laying, 14 Destroyed, 16 Landlords, 17
Eucharist, 20 Asitis, 21 Cadmus, 23 Aiol,

24 Drove, 25 |fold

CRYPTIC CLUES Across: 1Rip-cord, 5
Teashop, 9 Locum, 10 Boxing Day, 11
Antarctic, 12 Lorna, 13 Clad, 15 Badgered,
18 Toasters, 19 To-be, 22 Tamil, 24
Parentage, 26 Henry viii,27 Tours, 28
Stand-up, 29 Growers Down: 1 Reload, 2
Pocatello, 3 Ormer, 4 Debatable, 5 Toxic, 6
Annulment, 7 Hider, 8 Pay-day, 14
Displayed, 16 Disarming, 17 Embrasure, 20

Sunday October 15

Afar-sighted Moon adds all the support
that's needed to your Sun today. A shift
towards travel in your solar chart has
probably not yet made itself felt
consciously. Plan a long trip.

Monday October 16

You're almost ready to take a leap into
the future. It looks as if you are about to
reach a point of no return professionally,
or in any major ambition designed to
secure praise and recognition.

Tuesday October 17

The Sun's alignments are romantic,
ambitious, generous, imaginative,
intuitive, mystical, and slightly confused.
You'll find material security soon.

Wednesday October 18
Intensity and commonsense are
balanced in equal measure, which
means that today, and the coming year,
provide a golden opportunity.

Thursday October 19

Sensitive alignments make this a
delicate day for romantic outings, or for
staying in. You're currently in an
indecisive phase, but not for long,.

Friday October 20

A shift from adventurous 'have-a-go'
patterns to cautious 'careful-as-you-go'
ones, is colouring the background to
important affairs.

Saturday October 21

You'll be happiest when you're active and
engaged with the big wide world. Even
if you are taking a break you'll be

South opens INT showing 15-17 and North uses Stayman on the way to 3NT.

the foe of some billy goats (5)

18. Orange hydrocarbon putback

Etches, 21 Tenses, 23 Manta, 24 Primp,

pursuing worthwhile activities.

By the time the bidding is done with, you have learned that South has four spades.
West leads the four of clubs. How many high card points does West have?

25. Unorthodoxloveisn'tending in
happiness, in our stories? (9)

through afine netoracylinder (8)
20. Weight-yman? (4)

25Notso

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to

the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.
Theintermediate stage between socialisma
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nd capitalismis___ -Norman Brenner (10)
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Difficulty Level 2s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s =
Genius
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unit on the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday.
The others arrested are MBS
Ornaments managers Vipul alias
Pintu Moliya, Himalay alias
Jignesh Kiyada and Dhruvin alias
Dhaval Hapaliya; security guard
Pushpendra and his brother
Shailendra; labour contractors
Tanmay Bengali and Pradeep
Bengali as well as Bhikha Dadal, a
man who identifies himself as a
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Get off to a fresh
and businesslike
start. You'll soon
bein a position

to spread the good news

and share your ideas with

others, and all welcome

domestic improvements
should be completed by the
end of the week.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

The Moon begins
the week
sympathetically
aligned with your
sign, so you can afford to

be thoroughly optimistic

about everyone and

everything. You can use any

friendly conditions mid-week
to make up for an unfortunate
tiff, you just cannot afford
emotional rifts with things

as they are.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Venus, planet of love
and affection, is
movingon, soyou'll
soon be passing

from one personal cycle to

another. If Iwere you, I'd make
sure that all family relationships
were on firm ground, and that
no misunderstandings remain.

Your feelings have changed, but

partners' expectations will
remain the same.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
up to a series of
planetary clashes

In plain language this means

that personally, professionally

to embark on a whole new
voyage of discovery and

and enjoy it.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
inyour chartis
still Mercury, which

the ruler of illusions and

confidence tricks. Joking
you can't get out of with
some deft footwork, and

You're building
@ and confrontations.
and emotionally you're about
adventure. Sit back, relax

The major planet
@ just happens to be
aside, there is no situation
perhaps by pulling the wool

over somebody's eyes.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Remember that,
if you want to
getoninthe
world at large,

it's your personal relationships
that count. This won't be

the case next week, so exploit
your undoubted charms while
you still have time. You'll be
entering an intriguing and
secretive phase by the end

of the week.

AHEAD

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

©

approaching
alignment between

Moon will trigger a number

of welcome improvements

suggesting that you're heading

for great things.
Mercury will be

@ completing a
indecisive and

awkward series of planetary

advice and refuse torise to
provocation, especially

people who think they know

you better than you know

a Scorpio can.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
deal with financial
questions may

very end of the week. In the

meantime, how about making

key to a truly satisfying and
contented week? Be sure

in proportion.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
pretend that life isn't
tiring at the

is. On the other hand, thereisa

great deal that you cando to

emotionally challenging
situations into opportunities

The rapidly
the Sun and the
in your circumstances,
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
thoroughly
patterns. Please take my
from employers or from
yourself. Be charming as only
Your chance to
@ not come until the
personal relationships the
to keep family differences
I'm not going to
@ moment, because it
help yourself and transform
for great happiness. Don't let

anyone hold you back.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Asthe Sunand
the Moon perform
their celestial
motions, it's time to

sit up and make your physical
well-being the number one
priority. Don't get fanatical,
butdo clean up your diet
and see that you're getting
all the correct and appropriate
exercise. And, also, of course get
rid of lingering resentments.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Wednesday and
Thursday look
best for family
funand home
entertaining, which may
not, I guess, be totally
convenient. However, by
the weekend, when you
should have more spare time,
your stars will be superb for
cultural pursuits, passionate
endeavours and relations
with children.

EPEPEI‘..HE)'SS.CUIII
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Classifieds

— PERSONAC

SharmaR/0 SD 28 Shastri
Nagar Ghaziabad UP have
changed my name to Atul
kumar Sharma for all future
purposes. 0040693870-6

ILSUDKPARTHASARATHYNnO
JC3132444L,R/0-59A1,New
Street, Neodamangalam-
Road,Kumbakonam,
Tanjavur,TamilNadu-612001,do
hereby want declare that,l
have changed my name,fromK
PARTHASARTHY to KPARTHA
SARATHY,for all future
purpose,also changein my
service-records
K.PARTHASARTHY & K PARTHA
SARATHY are Same-person.

0040693882-2

BHATIA,ADD-1- D/47 BLOCK-
D,NIT-1,FARIDABAD,HARYANA
121001,changed my name to
VIVEK BHATIA,for all,future
purposes 0040693866-5

[,Taruna Rani,W/0 Sanjeev
Kumar Sejwal R/0.F-227A, Near
Kali Mandir,Lado-Sarai,
South,Delhi-110030,have
changed my name to Taruna
Sejwal,for all Purposes.

0040693858-10

I,Tanwir Alam,S/o0 Mohd Latitur
Rahman,R/0 B-15-A and 16-
B,3rd-floor, Pandav-Nagar
near-D Park,Laxmi-
Nagar,Delhi-110092,have
changed my name to Mohd
Tanwir Alam. 0040693858-3

L,Sushil kumar S/o Hari
Ram,R/0-177,1st-Floor,Pocket-
5,Sector-22, Rohini,Delhi-
110086,have changed my name
to Sushil Bansal,for all future
purposes. 0040693809-1

1,SumitS/0O Shyam Sunder Jain
R/0 32,First Floor,Pocket-
16,Sector-20,Rohini,Delhi-
110086.have changed my name
to Sumit Jain. 0040693858-5

,Suman W/o-Hanuman
Parshad,R/0 A4/26, Sector-
16,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Suman
Mittal. 0040693858-1

[,Sub KPARTHASARATHYNO
JC313244L,R/0-59A1,New-
Street, Needamangalam-Road
Kumbakonam, Tanjavur,Tamil
Nadu-612001,do hereby want
declare that have changed.my
daughter name,from
SADHURVETHINI to
SHATHURVETHINI Pin my
service-Records and,for all
future purposes,and also
pertains SADHURVETHINI and
SHATHURVETHINI P are Same-
person. 0040693882-3

1,Sub K PARTHA SARATHY NO
JC313244L,R/0-59A1,New
Street,Needamangalam Road
Kumbakonam,Tanjavur,Tamil
Nadu-612001 do hereby want
declare that| have changed.
my daughter name,fromP
SHIVANI to SHIVANIP in my
service-Records and,for all
future purposes, and also
pertains SHIVANIP and P
SHIVANI are Same-person.

0040693882-1

I,Soma Deb W/0 Surajit
Biswas,R/0-H.No0.121,First-
Floor,Pocket-9, Sector-
25,Rohini,New Delhi-
110085,after marriage I,have
changed my name to Soma
Biswas,for all future purposes.

0040693809-2

I,Sheena Gambhir W/o Aditya
Sadyora R/0 K-
6,Plot.No.13,Shyam,Nagar,Khy
ala-Road, Vishnu Garden, New
Delhi-110018 have changed my
name to Sheena.

0040693866-1

I,Sharmila Shukla,D/o0 Ashok
Kumar Shukla R/0.N-245,Gali
No-11,Amar-Market, Saurabh-
Vihar,Jaitpur,Badarpur,South
Delhi,Delhi-110044,state that|
am Also Known as Sharmila
Tiwari and Km Sharmila Shukla
and all are one and same-
person. 0040693866-8

I,SUBHAN ALIS/0 MOHABBAT
ALIR/0-60/2, 1-Block
near,Santoshi,Mata Mandir
Krishan,Vihar,Sultanpuri C-
Block Delhi-110086,declare that
name,of my,wife has been
wrongly,written as SHBIYA
KHATUN in my minor,daughter
SHAHEEN agel5yearsin
her,school records the actual
name of my wife is RABIA.

0040693852-3

I,Priyanka Kumari W/0 Sumit
Jain,R/0. 32, First Floor,Pocket-
16,Sector-20,Rohini Delhi-
110086,have changed my name
to Priyanka Jain.

0040693858-7

I,SANDEEP KUMAR
SRIVASTAVA,S/O SANTOSH
KUMAR SRIVASTAVA,R/O
FLAT.NO.A/CA-404,CITY
APARTMENT, ADITYA
WORLD,BAMHETA,GHAZIABAD,
UTTAR PRADESH-201002,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SANDEEP SRIVASTAVA,FORALL
PURPOSE. 0040693852-7

I,Raghubir Singh S/o0 Sampat
Ram Sharma R/0-95,First-
Floor,Pocket-17, Sector-
24,Rohini, Delhi-
110085,changed my name to
Raghubir Sharma.

0040693852-4

I,Rafia Nasir,W/o0 Salman
Khan,R/0 H.N0.4470,Gali
Shahtara,Ajmeri Gate,Delhi-
110006,have changed the
name-of-my minor son,from
Abdul Salam to Abdul Aziz
Khan. 0040693883-1

I,LRINKU KUMARI,W/0-Ravindra
Kumar Singh Presently,R/0-
D6,Tower-8,Type-V,East Kidwai-
Nagar,New-Delhi-110023,have
changed my name,from RINKU
KUMARI to RINKU SINGH,for
all,future purposes.

0040693874-5

ILRIJVAN HUSAIN S/O IMRAN
HUSSAIN, B-331, BLOCK-B,
JAHANGIR PURI, N.S.MANDI,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI -
110033, have changed my name
to RIJVAN HUSSAIN,
permanently. 0040693874-3

LRAHULS/0 Sh.Suresh
ChandR/0.House No.210,Gali
No.3,Shalimar-
Village,Shalimar Bagh,Delhi-
110088 have changed my name
to Rahul Sharma.

0040693858-2
T,Pradeep Kumar

Upmanyu,Aadhaar
card.no.981522267297,
Pancard.no.AALPU0673Q,via
Notorized
affidavit.no(Book.no.-
04,Page.no.88,Serial
no.1273,Dated.13/10/2023),S/0-
Sh.Kailash Chandra
Sharma,R/0-D-17-GF,The
Palladian Extn.,Near Nirvana
Country,Sector-50,South City-
Il,Gurgaon, Haryana-
122018,that | have changed
my,name from Pradeep Kumar
Kailash Chandra Upmanyuto
Pradeep Kumar Upmanyu,for
all,future purposes.

0040693866-7

T,Prabha Kumari W/o Late
Ashutosh Narayan Singh R/o
CC-1301, Supertech Capetown,
Sector-74,Noida(U.P) have
changed my name to Prabha
Singh for all purposes.

0040693805-2

T,PANKAJKUMARS/OSURESH
CHANDRAR/O B-
154,GALINO.9,SHALIMAR
VILLAGE,DELHI-110088.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO PANKAJ
KUMAR YADAV.

0040693852-1

I,Nidhi,D/0-Ravinder Singh,R/0-
S-169,Third Floor,Aram
Bagh,Chitragupta Road,near
durgapooja
park,Paharganj,Delhi-
110055,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Nidhi Gusain.

0040693874-1

[,Neha W/o Ashish Sharma,R/0
Plot.No-122,Flat N0.103,1st-
Floor Swaroop Garden,
Rajendra Park,Gurgaon
(Haryana),-122001,have
changed my name to Neha
Pundhir. 0040693858-8

[LMohammad Azeem,S/o-
Mohammed Waseem
Shamsi,R/0 Pvt,Portion.No.-
2,Ist. Floor,Ward.No.-
8,Khasra.No.1151/3,Min, Near-
Multan
Dharamshala,Mehrauli,Delhi -
110030,have changed my name
to Azeem Shamsi.

0040693858-9

[LMAROOFA
BANO,W/O.HAMIDULLAH
KHAN,ADD-J-73,GROUND-
FLOOR AHSAN
APARTMENT,OKHLA ABUL-
FAZAL ENCLAVE-1,SOUTH-
EAST,DELHI-110025,changed
my-minor daughter’name
MARYUM KHAN to MARYAM
KHAN,for all,future purposes.

0040693866-2
I,Kum.Shalini Gupta,W/0 Vaneet
Jindal R/0-RU-214,Pitampura

Delhi-110034,have changed my
name to PrernalJindal

0040693870-1

l,Jagmohan,S/0 Ghanshyam
Dass,R/0. 27,2nd-Floor
Chander Lok
Enclave,Pitampura Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
toJagmohan Garg.

0040693858-4

ILNitin Kumar S/o Gorkh Nath
R/o Flat N0.476 Pocket-6
Sector-2 Rohini Delhi-110085
changed my name to Nitin
Kumar Puri 0040693852-6

ILIMRAN HUSAIN,S/0 Shaukat
husain,R/0 B-331, BLOCK-
B,JAHANGIR PURI,
N.S.MANDI,NORTH WEST
DELHI,DELHI-110033,have
changed my name to IMRAN
HUSSAIN,permanently.

0040693874-4

I,Hermit Kaur D/o Maluk
Singh,W/0 Gurinder Singh R/o0
7/2,Prem Nagar,
Janakpuri,Delhi-110058,have
changed my name to Harmeet
Kaur. 0040693852-2

ILHITHERTO known as Nikita,D/o
ShriRam Niwas Nain R/o H.No-
20F,Nawada, Uttam Nagar,West
Delhi,Delhi-110059,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Nikita
Nain. 0040693870-7

I,H.S Kashyap/ Hari Shankar
Kashyap S/o Harphool Singh
R/o0 C-228, Sector-19,Noida(U.P)
have change my name to Hari
Shankar for all future purpose.

0040693805-1

I,Geeta Subramanyan alias KN
Girija,W/o,K
Subramanyan,R/0,H.N0.108,Gr
oup-1, Pocket-C,DDA Janta-
Flats, Hastsal,Uttam-
Nagar,New Delhi-110059,have
changed my-name to K N Girija.

0040693874-6

I, DINESH KUMAR
SHARMA/DINESH
KUMAR,S/O.RAVIDATT
SHARMA,ADD-K-4/13,GALI.NO-
5,NEAR BHAGAT SINGH CHOWK
WEST GHONDA,NORTH
EAST,DELHI-110053,Changed
My Name To DINESH
SHARMA, for all,future
purposes. 0040693866-6

I,DEEPAK,S/O
JONI,R/0.HOUSE.NO-469 NAI
COLONY JAMALPUR
NARNAUL,MAHENDRAGARH
HARYANA-123001,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO DEEPAK
SAINI.

0040693870-2

I,Amit Kumar Gupta S/o Dr. Hari
Om Gupta R/o-F-107,Dilshad
Colony,Delhi-110095,have
changed my minor Daughter
name Poorvi Guptaaged 15
years to Purvii Gupta.

0040693852-5

Epﬂper..neIss.cnm

ILAKTARS/O-NOOR
MOHAMAD,R/O
HNO.802/31,BEHIND BILAL
MASIJID,PARGATI
NAGAR,SONIPAT,HARYANA-
131001.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AKHTAR ALI.

0040693874-2
T, hithertoknownas VIRMAT—
ALIAS BEERMATI W/O
RAGHAUNATH R/0 837,
PACHOSIYA PATTI, DHANAURA
SILVERNAGAR, BAGHPAT,
UTTAR PRADESH-250611 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
BIRMATI. 0070868589-1

T,Vinod Kumar Bhardwajs/0
GirdhariLal, R/0 B-1/240, F.F,
New Moti Nagar,New Delhi-
110015, have changed my name
to Vinod Kumar.

0040693806-1

I,Ved BahadurR/0 132A,3rd-
Floor, E-Block, Shyam Vihar
Phase-1, Najafgarh, Delhi-
110043 have changed my name
to Bed Bahadur Chetri

0070868610-1

I, UshaKiran W/0 Yogesh
Kumar SharmaR/0 189
,ParwanaRoad, Galib
Apartments, Pitampura, Delhi
have changed my nameto
UshaKiran Sharma

0040693808-1

I, Subhash ChanderS/o Lakhi
Ram Goyal R/o H.No.-
17,Ground Floor, Pocket-
9,Sector-23, Rohini,North West
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Subhash Chander
Goyal for all future purposes.

0040693810-1

I, Shyam Sunder S/0 Bhagwant
Rai, R/0.32, First Floor, Pocket-
16,Sector-20, Rohini,Delhi-
110086, have changed my name
to Shyam Sunder Jain.

0040693858-6

I, Pooja Kshetri D/0 Bed Bahadur
Chetri R/0132 A, 3rd-Floor, E-
Block, Shyam Vihar Phase-1,
Najafgarh, Delhi-110043 have
changed my name to Pooja
Chetri 0070868608-1

I, Rita Sahani W/o Manoj Kumar
R/0 L- 303, Mangol Puri, New
Delhi- 83 have Changed my
name to Rita Devi.

0050228800-1

I, Neelam Bhardwaj w/o Vinod
Kumar, R/0 B-1/240, F.F, New
Moti Nagar,New Delhi-110015,
have changed my nameto
Neelam. 0040693806-2

I, NIMITA, daughter of,
RAJENDRA SINGH, family
Pensioner as per Service-
Documents/PPO, resident of
Lohagaon-Pune-411047,have
changed my name from NIMITA
to NAMITA KUMARI. Vide
affidavit-No.IN-
DL78319831594743V,dated
09102023 at Delhi-Court.

0040693852-8

I, Krishan Kumar S/0 Shankar
Lal SharmaR/O RZV-41,Nanda
block Mahavir enclave new
Delhi-110045 have changed the
name of my minor child aged
14 years from Kasish To
Kashish. 0070868522-1

ISushala Devi w/0 Birender
Singh Gusain, R/0 B5/88-89,
First floor, Sector-7, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed my
name to Sushila Gusain.

0070868545-1

IBed Prakash S/o Hira Thakur
R/o R-821, Mangolpuri,
Mangolpuri N-Block, Delhi-
110083 have changed my name
to Ved Prakash

0070868614-1

I Prabhat Tomar S/0 Soraj Singh
R/o Pusar, Pusar, Baghpat,
Uttar Pradesh-250622, have
changed my name to Yateet
Tomar. 0070868611-1

I,SHEETLA PRASAD
MISHRA,S/O.LASKMI NARAIAN
MISHRA,ADD-49,GALI.NO-1
DURGAPURI EXTN,SHAHDARA
DELHI 110093,changed my
name to SHITLA MISHRA,for
all,future purposes.

0040693866-4

I,MOHAMMED
SAJDAL,S/O.LATIF H.NO-3118,
GALI.NO-4,0LD DHARAMPURA
,GANDHI-NAGAR,EAST-DELHI
110031,changed my name to
SARDAR SAJDEL,for allfuture
purposes. 0040693866-3

LOST & FOUND

I, BALWAN SINGH s/o Late. Maha
Singh have lost all papers of my
property of House no. 45 Galino.10,
Ambedkar Nagar Haiderpur, Delhi-
110088. Finder call : 9211134694

0130037339-1

I, Namrata Garg W/o Chirag
Garg,R/0 TG-1/20, Garden
Estate, MG Road, Gurugram,
Haryana-122002, do hereby
declare thatlamthe owner
and in actual possession of
Flat No.913,9th Floor, Hemkunt
Chambers, 89 Nehru Place,
New Delhi-110019. The Flat
Buyer Agreement regarding
the said flatissued fromthe
Builder Skipper Sales Private
Limited, has actually been lost
and not traceable till date.
Finder call:- 7291995414

0040693807-1

I, Santosh Salwan,W/o-Late C.L.
Salwan, Have Lost the Original
Allotment Letter, Possession-
Letter, NOC Of Electricity and
Water -Connection Of
Flat.No:A-1/246, Keshav-
Puram,New-Delhi-110035.
,Finder Contact:9582749502.

0040693852-10

l,Vilas Chandra,S/o-Vithal
Das,Have Lost the Original-
Allotment Letter,Possession
Letter,NOC Of Electricity and
Water Connection Of
Flat.No:132A,DDA MIG-
Flats,Rajouri-Garden,New-
Delhi-110027.Finder
Contact:8368704352.

0040693852-9

Lost Original Allotment-Letter
Of Flat No.LUV-606 Aggrasen
Awas,|.P.Ext. Patparganj Delhi-
110092,Founder May Inform Dr.
S.C.Chhabra,S/0-Abnashi Ram
Chhabra#9811079546.

0040693866-10

Well qualified, beautiful girl for
handsome Australian PR
Punjabi Brahmin Boy, Masterin
Cyber Security, 22/01/1997,
5’107, 2:05 PM, Phagwara.
#9463536682 Marriage Bureaus
Please Excuse.

0020466161-1

rﬁUFmem._l

Agrawal - Bisa Wanted Bride
Singhal, 6’1 boy, 25 years, Post
Graduate, Own business and
house at Navi Mumbai, Well
settled, needs
homely,educated girl, no
demands. Mob: 9869007317/
9137005725.

0070867330-1

KAYASTHA

Wanted Beautiful Bride for
Kayastha Indian Forest Service
Officer 32/170cm, B.Tech,
M.Tech from IIT Kanpur. Father
Renowned Neurologist Owning
aHospital. Call: 7985670572,
drspradhan@rediffmail.com

0040688434-5

~ NRI/GREENCARD

UPPERCLASS AFFLUENT FAMILY
SEEKS BEAUTIFUL SLIM
DENTIST,DOCTOR, IT, MBA CA
GIRL FORHANDSOME DDS JAT
SIKH BOY, 94/5’ . FAMILY
SETTLED ABROAD. CASTENO
BAR. TEXT DETAILS: +91
9306233483

0020466146-1

Advertising Agency Required
Marketing Manager/
Executive/ Content Writer,
Computer Operator Knowing,
(Hindi, English Typing)
Accountant/ Clerk Contact:-
9006310628,9310850396

0040693576-1

— GREETING

Your Muse promises notto
divorce you please be my
headache forever.P.S.laccept
your emeraldring. | promiseto
adhere toyou Oh! wise one.
6376208203

0050228803-1

— EDOUCATION

Learn Indian Economy in layman’s
language for UPSC/PCSin 25
Classes@Rs 1500 Call whatsapp
9718622902 Starts 23rd October.

0050228708-1

~ BUSINESSOFFERS

Bangalore Based MFG of USFDA
approved SPINAL IMPLANTS
with 4000 plus successful
surgeries conducted across
India wishes to appoint
distributors in unrepresented
areas inIndia. High quality
implants and option to return
stock if not moving. Interested
parties with spine experience
can contact: 8886003173
salescoordinator@rivarpmedi
cal.com
<mailto:salescoordinator@riv
arpmedical.com>

0050228248-2

namely (1) SH. RAJESH KUMAR S/
SH. GANGA RAM (2) SMT. SANGEET
W/0 SH. RAJESH KUMAR R/0 M
207, VIJAY ENCLAVE, PALA
VILLAGE, SOUTH WEST DELHI
DELHI-110045, have disowned
debarred her son namel
HIMANSHU and daughter-in-la
PALLVIW/0 SH. HIMANSHU from al
her moveable and immoveabl
properties because all of the
above named are out of control o
my clients. My clients have severe
all relations with all of them. |
anyone deals them he/she do so a
his/her own risk, cost an
consecqunce and my client is no
responsible for any activities don
by his son and dautghter-in-law”
VINOD KUMAR WADHWA(Advocate)
Enrol. No.D-1044R/1998 Ch. No.309,District Cour
Dwarka,Sec-10,Lawyers Chamber Complex New.Delhi-11007:

PRI CNOTILICER
TUDULICU INUTICUL

My clients-RajenderS/o-Sh.-Harchararj
Das and his wife Anita Gupta R/o D-2/29
Phase-1, Budh Vihar, Delhi havg
disowned/debarred their son Chande
Shekhar Gupta and his wife Laxmi Thakuj
from all their movable/ immovabld
properties and severed all their relation:
from them due to their misconduct, illega
activities, wrongdoing, hostile behavio
and disobedience. My clients and thei
family will not be responsible for their any
act in future.

Sd/- ANSHUL GARG

Advocatg

Chamber No. 902, 9th FLOOR|
LAWYERS CHAMBER BLOCK
ROHINI COURTS, DELH]

It is to inform to the public at large tha
Mrs. Manju Rani acquired House No
21/115 measuring 150 sq. yrds. at Kasbg
Baraut Patti Bajidpur, Municipal corpo
ration Baraut, Pargana Baraut, Tehsi
Bagpat, Distt. Meerut vide Sale deed. dt
21.05.1987 and Mrs. Manju Rani died
intestate leaving behind Mrs. Pinki Jain
Mr. Vipin Jain, Mrs. Parul Jain and Mrs
Payal Jain as her legal heirs. OR Any per
son / firm / institution / company having
any claim or right in respect of the said
Property by way of inheritance, share
sale, agreement, lease, license, gift, pos
session, legal heirs, partners or encum
brance howsoever or otherwise is hereby
required to intimate in writing to thd
undersigned within 14 days from the dat¢
of publication of this notice o
his/her/their share or claim, if any, wit
all supporting documents at below men:
tioned address. After expiration of noticd
period, the claims, if any, of such perso
shall be treated null and void and als
treated as waived and not binding on ou
client.
Ajay Kumar Giri, Advocat¢
"H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram
Vihar, Lajpat Nagar 4, New

| GURLIGRAM, HARYANA, THROUGH

COURT NOTICE
(Ui 5 Ride 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF Sh, Mahavir Singh
Excliesive GCommercial Couwrd,
Gurugram
K5 EKTA GROUP PYT LTD
W5,

M5 PRO FACILITIES SERVICES
PYT LTDETC

CHE Mo, HRGRD=01TB38-303F
CEZ MO, CEManee
Poigad Db 22:-11-2023
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:
DEF NO.f. M5 PRO FACILITIES
SERVICES PYTLTDETC
DEF WO. Z. ROHIT PURI [DIN-
ITS6163T) MMRECTOR OF M/E PRO
FACILITIES SERVICES PYT.LTD
DEF NO. 3. SALEEM AHMED (DIiN-
08137E36) MRECTOR OF M'S PRO
FACILITIES SERVICES PYT.LTD
OFFICE AT #12, MANDAKINI,
ENCLAVE, KALKAJN, HEW DELHI-
o9 ALSO AT PLOT MO. 518,
upyYoG YiHAR, PHRSE-1I,
GURLUGRAM, TEHSIL AND DISTRICT

ITS MANAGING DIRECTOR/
AUTHORISED SIGNATORY

In abavs i9ed case, the defendant
[=)respondantis} could nal ba servad
It is ordered ihat defendant
{si'raspandentis) shoukd appear in
persan ar thugh counsel an 32-11-
2023 a8 10:008,m,

Far datails logen ta hitps:li
highcourichd.gov.in Ptré=district
_modiceddisiricinGuregram

ing

Delhi 110024 : i
1 Exclusive Gommercial Gourt

Gurugram
Daad, this day of 20,09, 2023

IPORTAT

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that  readers
make necessary Inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever,

"It is to inform to the public at large tha
Mr. Ravinder Kumar Bagga has acquired
the rights of House Built on Plot No. 11
in Block-A, area measuring 100 sq. yrds.
out of Khasra No. 9/6 & 9, situated in the
area of Village Matiala, Kiran Garden
Delhi vide GPA dt. 19.05.1986 along
with ATS and Will executed by Mr. S.K
Bali and the said GPA ATS and Will has
not been cancelled / revoked till yet. OR
Any person / firm / institution / company
having any claim or right in respect of
the said Property by way of inheritance
share, sale, agreement, lease, license
gift, possession, legal heirs, partners o
encumbrance howsoever or otherwise is
hereby required to intimate in writing to
the undersigned within 14 days from thg
date of publication of this notice of
his/her/their share or claim, if any, with
all supporting documents at below men-
tioned address. After expiration of notice
period, the claims, if any, of such person
shall be treated null and void and alsqg
treated as waived and not binding on ou
client.

0120-6651214

Call

Ajay Kumar Giri, Advocate
""H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikra
Vihar, Lajpat Nagar 4, Ne
Delhi 11002.

Public Notice

We, J. A. Khan S/o W. A. Khan and
Meenu Khan W/O J.A.Khan R/O
House No -277, Flat No-4, Nazit
Appartment , Main Okhla Road
Jamia Nagar New Delhi -110025
declare that name, date of birth and
Place of birth my Son has been
mentioned as Abir Khan, 7/8/2006
and Faridabad instead of Abeer
Khan, 07/08/2007 and Amroha in
the Passport issued to my Son by
the Passport authorities. The cor
rect name of my minor Son Abeer
Khan and correct date of birth
07/08/2007 and Place of Birth i
Amroha for all future purposes

<

$ For All Advertisement Book

R

Off‘ f E t s E s 33| Sambhal Sambhal Joya Road Km 13 to 7.00 0.70 T Month 766.00
P ° ° l D e o o P D S bh l —34| Sambhal SR of Enchora to Gonjni Road 11.00 110 T Month 766.00
rOVlIICIa lVlSlon’ ° ' b ° ° am a 35| Sambhal SR of Sambhal Joya Road KM 6 30.00 3.00 I"Month " 854.00 =
o o 0 to Pariyawali Road
E-Procurement NOtlce InVltlng Tenders 36| Sambhal SR of Shafatnager to Kaali Sadak 17:00 170 I"Month 854.00
No. 2691/E-Tender/23-24 Dated : 06-10-2023 Chauraha Tak
—37Sambhal SR of Ranjha Link Road 14.00 140 T Month 766.00
. L. . 38| Sambhal SR of Enchora Kamboh to 06.00 0.60 1 Month 766.00
1. On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work are invited by the Executive Hajibera Road
Engineer, Provincial Division, PWD, Sambhal online on website http://etender.up.nic.in | —39-sambhal SR of Dhampur Link Road 2100 2710 Month 854-00
from registered contractors from 16-10-2023 at 10.00 am to 21-10-2023 at 12.00 pm. 40/ Sambhal SR Saidnagli Manota Road 24700 740 T Month ]54700 «
Technical bid /Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 21-10-2023 at 12:30 pm in Nagaliya Jaato Wali Mandhay4
office of wundersigned by tender committee in presence of authorised Road
representatives/bidders who wish to be present. Financial bid of the tenders. who qualify | 41| Sambhal SR°of Bhatpura to Nehroli Road b0V 200 tvonth 00530V
in technical bid shall be opened on date and time as specified by a notice in the office of | 42 Sambhal SR of Sanghan Machhariya to 13.00 1.30 I"'Month 766.00 ”
undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required process shall be carried out on Bhawalpur Bansli Road
next W(i‘king day Y q P —43[ Sambhal SR of Saidnagli Manota Road to 08.00 0.80 I"Month 766.00 A B,
’ Nehrili Road C.&,D
2
. Road Wor
S DIS- Name of Estimated  Bid Time of Costof | Category category
No| TRICT Work cost | Security completion | tender | of road 44 Samblial SR of Gawan Anupsheher Road 29:00 1 2:90 1-Month 854:00
(Rs.in | (Rs.in| of the work documents contractor (ODR) Km 5 Deepur to Karkora Via
Lacs) Lacs) | (Including including| eligible HaathiRam Baba ki Madhi Road
rainy season) GST (RS.) 45| Sambhal SR of NH 93 to Churman Ki 23.00 230 I Month 854.00
T v 3 1 5 6 7 8 Mandhaya Via Ramnager Road
Financial Year 2324 U nlder Spacial Work 46/ Sambhal SR of Agra Moradabad Road to 29.00 290 T Month 854.00
~TTSambhall SR of Akroli Link Road 16.00 1.60 I Month 85400 | A", B, Ishampur Saila Pukhta Road
,C.&.,.D. 47| Sambhal SR of Hironi Road to Razawali 08.00 0.80 T Month 766.00
Road Work Road
category 48| Sambhal SR of Barora to Ishapur Road 14.00 1.40 1 Month 766.00 =
2 | Sambhal SR of Chandausi Rustampur 11.00 1.10 1 Month 766.00 o 49| Sambhal SR of Bhirawati to Sherpur Road 25.00 2.90 1 Month 354.00
Ugiya Road to Kareil Ki 50| Sambhal SR of Tkona fo Lehraratu Road 17.00 .70 I Month 854.00
Mandhaya Road 51| Sambhal SR of Madhkawali to Dumail 24.00 2.40 1 Month 854.00 ©
3] Sambhal SR of Saidpur to Budhnager 22.00 | 2.20 I Month 354.00 Road
Khandwa Road | 52| Sambhal SR of Meerut Budaun Road to 19.00 1.90 1 Month 854.00 <
4’| Sambhal SR of Chandausi Sambhal Road ~ 28.00 2.80 1 Month 854.00 © Sobhanpur Via Hulkabad Road
to Taherpur Simraua Road 53| Sambhal SR of Bairpur Mithanpur Road 22.00 2.20 I Month 854.00 <
5 | Sambhal SR of NH 509 Km 201 to 26.00 | 2.60 1 Month 854.00 © to Nagla Dumail Via Peer
Manakpur Narauli Road | Bahadur Road
6 | Sambhal SR of Behta Sahu to Narauli Roa 3T1.00 I 3.10 1T Month 854.00 54| Sambhal SR of Baghohl to Latltpur todi 15.00 1.50 1 Month /66.00
~7 1 Sambhal SR of Chandausi Sambhal 27.00 2.70 I Month 354.00 froad
Road KM 14 to Aurangpur | 55| Sambhal SR of Dinora Road to Kritya 16.00 1.60 I Month 354.00
Sileta Road [ foad
8 Sambhal‘ SR of Haiderpur Road 14.00 1 1.40 1 Month 766.00 (3 56 .bambhal_ SR of Jhukera to Mehra_]pur Road 12.00 1.20 1 Month 766.00
~9 | Sambhal SR of Behjoi Dehat to Bhojpur 13.00 i 130 T Month 766.00 e 57 Sambhal SR of Agra Moradabad Road to 14.00 1.40 I Month 766.00
~10] Sambhal Sambhal SR of Manjhola't 24.00 2.40 I Month 354.00 Sainjna Ahran Road
ambhal Sambha of Manjhola to . . on : |
Raipur Kalan Road ] | 58| Sambhal SR of Garhi Bichola to Himmatpu 22.00 2.20 1 Month 854.00 <
Road
TEiFsambhatSR-oEMandrishandzsSarai=m=F0U==oa0 EMOntS 85400 59 Sambhal SR of Meerut Budaun Road to 20.00 2.00 T Month 854.00
to Hasanpur Manjatta Road | Deepa Nagla Road
12| Sambhal SR of Akhtyarpur Taga Road 6.00 | 0.60 I'Month = 766.00 60| Sambhal SR of Pathakpur Nadha Road to 17.00 1,70 T Month 854.00
“13] Sambhal SR of Moradabad Sambhal Roal 32.00 3.20 [ Month 854.00 Aurangabad Road
to Baripur Bhamraua Road | 61| Sambhal SR of Himmatpur to Semla 18.00 | 1.80 T Month 854.00 o
“14] Sambhal SR of KM 2 of Vill Madhanto  IT.00 | 1.10 I Month 766.00 Bhood Road
Moradabad Sambhal Road (ODR) | 62| Sambhal SR of Hussainpur Bhood Akrabad 500 | 050 I Month  766.00 “A”,B.,
15[ Sambhal SR of Shahpur Chamaran to 2800 | 2.80 [ Month | 854.00 Road to Himmatpur Road D”-g- .
| Milak Girdhari Road | Road Wor
| 16| Sambhal SR of Raisatti to towards Mandhlaj ~ 13.00 | 1.30 I Month 766.00 v category
Road Via Nai Basti Road i 63| Sambhal SR of Surpur to Mutaina Road 6.00 0.60 1 Month 766.00 “A”, B,
17| Sambhal SR of Panwasa Kirar1 Road to 32.00 3.20 1 Month 854.00 < ,.C..&,,.D..
Shankerpur Road Road Work
18| Sambhal SR of Rudayan to Nibora Road| ~ 23.00 230 1 Month 854.0 L7 e : | category
,.C.. & ,,.D. 64| Sambhal SR of Reeth Bahoranpur to 27.00 2.70 1 Month 854.00 2
Road Work Todakpur Road
category 65| Sambhal SR of Syondara Reeth Road to 23.00 2.30 1 Month 854.00 ©
19| Sambhal SR of Pathakpur Kailadevi 20.00 2.00 [ Month 854.00 o Mugrejpur Sultanpur Road
Road to Lalpur Road 66| Sambhal SR of Reeth to Ahlaadpur Ki 23.00 2.30 I Month 854.00 ~
20| Sambhal SR of Panwasa to Vikrampur 15.00 1.50 I Month | 766.0 o Milak Road
Taharpur Road | 67| Sambhal SR of Bahoranpur to Gulariya 7.00 0.70 T Month 766.00
21| Sambhal SR of Vikrampur Taherpur to 18.00 | 1.80 1 Month 854.00 @ Kalan Road
Karimpur Road 68 Sambhal SR of Sambhal Chandausi Road 34.00 3.40 1 Month 854.00 ~
22| Sambhal SR of Saraitareen to Dhatra Road| ~ 26.00 2.60 1 Month 854.00 © to Encholi Road
| . 69| Sambhal SR of Mandli Samaspur to 33.00 3.30 1 Month 854.00 o
23| Sambhal SR of LMT Road to Shadil 14.00 | 1.40 1 Month 766.00 < Pansukha Road
S Maafi Road 70| Sambhal SR of BB Road Sakin Sobhapur 33.00 3.30 1 Month 854.00 | ““A”,.B.,
24| Sambhal SR of Saidnagli Manota 10.00 1.00 1 Month 766.00 < Road to Tatarpur Ghosi Road ,.C..&,,.D..
Chaudherpur Road to Road Work
Gammanpur Road category
L ; 71 h R of hal A heher R . . 1 Month 4. <
25| Sambhal SR of Talwar Link Road 1000 | 100 | TMonth | 766.00 & R [tk Bl B onth ] 85400
26| Sambhal SR of LMT Road to Obri Via 07.00 | 0.70 1 Month 766.00 3 Sambhal SR of Bilarm Dami Road 1o 3200 370 TVonih REA 00 =
| Dawaspur Road : Bicheta Quazi Road
27| Sambhal SR of NH 24 Km 147 To 25.00 | 2.0 1 Month 854.00 @ 1 -
Ratanpur Gumsani Tanda Road 3. In PWD technical evaluation of tenders is to be done by Prahari Software. URL for Prahari ig
to Milak Nawada Road _ http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/ On opening of the website Prahari login page will open in which use:l
28! Sambhal SR of BB Road Road o 700 170 [ Monih 854,00 = type Contractor is to be selected. User name and password for login on Prahari shall be same as used fo
Khaggupura Road ' | ' ' contractor’s registration on Chnakaya Portal. Bidders have to upload all the basic information and required
59 Sambhal SR of Tanda Mau Assu Road 3300 330 [ Monih 35400 = document on Prahari as given in Prahari in detail. If a bidder does not upload information and document
Km 2 to Aieemabad Road ’ | ’ ' on Prahari technical evaluation of the tender shall not be done and the bidder will be responsible for that
301 Sambhal SR of Sau1J1 dhan to Keshopur 7700 570 T Nionth 95400 = Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in.
| Bhandi Road | Executive Engineer
31| Sambhal SR of Sambhal Gawan Road to|  17.00 1.70 1 Month 854.00 “ Provincial Division, PW
Nurpur Tatarpur Road 5 Sambha
"32| Sambhal SR Sambhal Gawan Road to 21.00 | 2.10 | 1Month | 854.00 = BELDSSSSEL DAt A0 2023‘ For and on behalf of Governor of U
| Lakhanpur Road WWw.upgov.mc.mn 05923-23257




Search-cum-Selection Committee Department of

ACQVT NO. 1572023
Government of India

Defence Production Ministry of Defence
Invites applications for the post of

DIRECTOR (HUMAN RESOURCES)
IN
MUNITIONS INDIA LIMITED
Last date of receipt of application in
DDP/MoD is
By 15:00 hours on 16, November, 2023
For details login to website
http://www.ddpmod.gov.in/vacancyandcircular

AUVL NO.

Government of India

Search-cum-Selection Committee Department of
Defence Production Ministry of Defence

Invites applications for the post of
DIRECTOR (OPERATIONS)

IN

14/2Uz29

MUNITIONS INDIA LIMITED
Last date of receipt of application in
DDP/MoD is
By 15:00 hours on 16, November, 2023
For details login to website
http://www.ddpmod.gov.in/vacancyandcircular

— Office of thie Executive Engineer, Provincial Division, —
P.W.D Rampur
Letter No:-2755 /E-Tender Notice /23-24 Date: 06-10-2023
Short Term E-Tender Notice

1. On behalf of Governor of UP, tender for following work are invited by the Executive Engineer, Provincial
Division, PWD Rampur from registered Road contractors from Dated 16.10.2023 at 10.00 am to Dt.21.10.2023
at 4.30 pm. Technical bid/ Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 21.10.2023 at 5.00 pm.

2.

Sk Name-of Work——Estimated—Bid—Ceost-of Bid——TFime-of ——Address——Address-of —Contraetors-
No cost Secu- | Document | Completion of Superintending| Registration
(Rs. In  rity (Rs. in Rs. including | Executive Engineer Catagory
Lakhs) In rainy season | Engineer For Road
(Ex.GST) Lakhs Works
‘l Spcuial lcydil WUli\ Uf 8.50 -85 7\(16-\,}3 \nJ‘L }V{Ullt}lb PIUV. Div., RﬂlllPul C;u.}c A, B, C & D
Laxman Nagla road (500%225+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
from Tanda Dadhiyal GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
main road
transformer.
2 Sy\.u;al lbkla;l WUI:\ uf 8.5\1 9785_466799_%11'*5 Prov: D;v., Raluyul C;l\,}\, A, B, C & DI
Karkhedi road from (500+225+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
Kasiyakunda road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
3 Sy\.pia} l\(k}ﬂil WUll\ Uf }5.00 1-59 7\(16-’\}9 Cq }V{Ullthb PIU V. D;V. Rﬂllll}ul C;J\a}\/ A B C & D
RSB Km 20 to Bhot (500+225+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
Bakkal road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
4-|Special repair work of - 21.50+2.15 854.00 02 Months{Prov. Div.,|~Rampur Circle { A; B, C & D|
Swar Kila Kheda to (500+300+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
Bhagwantnagar road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
—S—Specmi-mpm-wnﬂrUH966—2-96——854-eﬁ——62-Monﬂ1r Prov: Div., Rcuupul Circle A, B, €& D:
Nankar  Rani to (500+300+ including PWD. | PW.D Rampur
Gangawala road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
\oJ Sycuial lcydil WUli\ "1 JG 2-15 354-\’}6 GA IVIUIILIID PIUV. Di\/., Rallll)ul CilblC A, B, C & D
on the road from (500+300+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
Lohari Farm to Beant GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
Singhs Farm.
7{Special repair work of*30.00 1 3.00 854.00 102 Months | Prov. Div.,| Rampur Circle | A, B, C & D|
Saharia Jawahar Marg (500+300+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
from Dhaka Naglia GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
Marg.
8 |Special repair work of*31.00+3.10 854.00 02 Months | Prov. Div.,|Rampur Circle | A, B, C & D]
Milak Nagli to Majra (500+300+ including PWD. | PW.D Rampur
Hounspur road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
9—1Special repair work of—17.00——1.70 854.00— 01 Months—Prov: Div;; - Rampur Circle 1 A; B; € & D]
the road from (500+300+ including PWD. | PW.D Rampur
Hasanpur Sharki to GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
Chadha Saheb's camp.
10-1Special repair work of —31:00 310 854.00 62-Months—Prov-Div;;|Rampur €ircte {A; B; € & D+
Ratanpura North Link (500+300+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
Road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
11-{Special repair-work: —27.00+2.70 854.00 02 Months | Prov. Div.;|- Rampur Circle | A; B, C & D
on Khaud Thunapur (500+300+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
to Dhaka road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
12 1Special repair work of ——20:00—2.00 854.00 02 Months | Prov. Div;; Rampur Circle | A; B; C & D]
Razanagar Bagarkha (500+300+ | including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
to Kunwarpur Nankar GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
road.
13 TSpeciat repair work of 3150 315 854.00 62 Months—Prov. Div;Rampur Circte TA; B; € & D1
Godi to Sitaura road. (500+300+ | including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
t4-Speciat repair work of —4:00 040 677.00 01 Months—Prov- Div;;|Rampur Circte |-A; B; €, D
Dhawni to Narsua (500+T50+ including PWD. | PW.D Rampur & E
road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
~15-{Speciat repair work of—19:00——1.90—{——854.00——02 -Months—Prov. Div;;| Rampur €Circle | A; B; € & D|
Rudrapur Gadarpur (500+300+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
road to Sodhi Colony GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
road.
T67Special repairwork of 19.00 1.90 854.00 02 Months—Prov. Div;;Rampur Circle TA; B; C& D
Ahro Bengali Colony (500+300+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
Sharma Mod Bahedi GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
Marg Chainage
17.800 to Gulalpur
Marg.
—17-{Special tepair—works—26:00—2:60— 1 854.00— 02 Months [ Prov. Div;;] Rampur Circle TA;B; C& D
from Pipliya (500+300+ including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
Matkheda Km 2 to GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur
Alinagar.
18 TSpecial repair work of T 31.00 3.10 854.00 02-Months T Prov- Div;]Rampur Circte TA; B;C & D]
Ghulamganj to (500+300+ | including PW.D. | PW.D Rampur
Harsungala road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur [
19 1Special repair work of —24.00 " 2.40 854.00 02 Months | Prov. Div.;| Rampur Circle T A; B, C& D
Khandiya to Padpuri (500+300+ including PWD. | PW.D Rampur
link road. GST 18%) | rainy season | Rampur

3. The Rate adopted in the BOQ are inclusive of all taxes but excluding GST,

4. Bid security and tender cost should be deposited online by Net Banking as per Column 4 and
5 in the table.

5. All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.in. The bidders have to login
on Prahari U.R.L. http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/ to upload required documents as per|
Goverment Order No. 879(1)/23-7-2020 dt. 25-08-2020 & E-N.C./HOD’s uppwd Order No.
4859/4M-L.C/2020 dt. 27.08.2020. (Krishan Vir)

(Abdul Sattar/Gurmeet Executive Engineer

Singh/Abhishek Yadav) _ Pro.Div., PWD, Rampur
Assistant Engineer UPID-195804 dt. 13.10.2023 Email_pdrampur @gmail.com

Pro.Div., PWD, Rampur WWW.Up.gov.mc.1m For and on behalf of Governor of UP

MNew

fixed

21904 HAY

Department of Transport (Regulatory Wing)

Office of the Transport Commissioner, Haryana
30 Bays Bullding, 2nd Floar, Sector-178, Chandigarh = 160017

E-malil: stcharyvana@hry.nic.in Website: www. haryanatransport. gov.in
Tel; D1 72-2784359, Q1 72-2701290

Public Notice

Al concernad are informed that the hearing of the

objections/suggestions received on the proposal of Stage Carriage Schama
published by Haryana Government, Transport Department wvide notification
17/10/2011-3T(I11),
Secretary, to Govt. of Haryana, Iin 6" Floor, Committee room, Sector-17A,

dated 27.07.2023 will be heard by the Principal

Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh from the date 16.11.2023 to 17.11.2023

and from date 20.11.2023 to 22.11.2023 from 9:30 AM onwards on the

following working days:-

'Sr. | Name of the district from which  Date of hearing of

Mo objections/suggestions have bean | objections/suggestions

| | received.

| 1. Ambala, Panchkula, Gurugram, 16.11.2023
Kurukshetra, Yamuna Magar, Rohtalk,

| | Sonepat, Panipat —

| 2. | Kaithal, Jind 17.11.2023

3. Karnal, Jhajjar, CTharkhl Dadri, Director 20.11.2023

| | State Transport of Haryana X

| 9. | Hisar : R S 21.11.2023

| > . Fatehabad, Bhiwani, Sirsa, Palwal, 22.11.2023

| | Rewari, Faridabad, Marnaul, Nuh

Person(s) whose ubjectinn5f5ugg|!5ﬂun!li have been recelved within

stipulated period and desirous of being heard are requasted to be present on

date and time as per schedule mentioned above.
-5d- Transport Commissionear,
Haryana.
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No. DE.41/Sports/2023/4426

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF
EDUCATION (SPORTS)

DIRECTORATE OF EDUCATION SPORTS BRANCH,

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

HHATTRASAL STADIUM,MODEL TOWN, DELHI
Dated: 13.10.2023
E-Procurement Tender Notice

Name of Work

Online Tender for Lodging o
players and Officials for 67th
National School Games-2023-24
to be held at Delhi

Tender ID
Date of release of Tender through
e-procurement platform

Last date and time for receipt of
Tender through E-procurement

Opening of Technical Bid

2023_DE_248682_1
11.10.2023

25.10.2023 upto 12.00 Noon

25.10.2023 at 12.30 PM
Will be intimated later

Entire details can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
Sd/-
(YOGESH PAL SINGH)
Deputy Director of Education
(Sports Branch)

Opening of Financial Bid

DIP/SHABDARTH-CLASSIFIED/0185/23-24

SPaper i g nC pagss - com Ul B

DP/11646/CD/2023 (UIDB)

Years, Sex: Ma

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, OCTOBER 15,2023

e

A

For more details, please visit

1

2

A
(Phone : +91-476-2651215 to 217, E-mail : md@kmml.com, URL

B . i S U E = el e B U ol i o) e
» A w

Yt

Govt. of Kerala Undertaking) Sankaramangalam, Kollam,-69158

: www.kmml.cor

Kkerala.gov.in.or www.kmml.com

E=Fenderib
2023- KMML-608968-1

tterrrs

6002

1-thiel
MM tmex

2101
UK

+h 1 Platel ]
HC=5uppry-oTrTratrc1nconcrovy

=]

T T
[«
b

Lo - o 1 L0 o Tl 1 Rl Va Wy
IdDINCAUUIN & SUpPply U1 vvdicl CUUICU U UIUCTICL L ZUU A

M) INLY VIO 1

Owv

XTI CRIAT1
2020 INVIVIL, OUBIUD 1

1 £1
SUuppry o T
N

premises of TP Unit at

faVa'aalh 92 W W) o 1101
Z. | L5 NVIVIL OTIS56 T OT
212003\ 6112401 41 1 LTl AT e et e -
e A=AV - VT B PO UHIC SUpply O DIICK ACIUINTSISLALIL 10T DJIZgTSICT
4 PRI A4 1L ORRXLNMNTF—a£-Al o L2 I [ R
iy 1"Ul VOO Ivlil Ul /AIulininulinn Llul)’ulatb
=
.

IIMNETaLS AT

the Titanium Dioxide Pgn Unit

(2a1SLtC

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public Is hereby informed that this person
(depicted in the photo) Name: Unknown, §/o:
Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: about 60 to 65
e, Height: 57", Complexion:
Black- Wheatish, Built: Thin, Face: Long,
Wearing: White Shirt and Pajama, and body was
stiff and eaten away near the left Eye by Ants was
found dead on comer behind Ramlila Ground wall
near Guru Nanak Chowk, Kamla Market, Delhi on 13.10.2023 under
area of P5. Kamla Market, Delhi.

In this regard a DD No. 14A dated 13.10.2023 has been lodged at PS.
Kamla Market, Delhi.

sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out information
aboutthis person but no clue has come to light so far.

Dead Body has been preserved in Mortuary of Maulana Azad Medical
College, Delhi for 72 hours. If any person having any information or clue
about this person may kindly inform to the following.
PS. Kamla Market, Delhi.
Ph.: 011-23230623, 8750870424

SHO

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that
one girl namely Chanchal D/o Ram
Kishor Rio H-17/396, Sangam Vihar
New Delhi. has been missing from her
house In this regard a case. GD No.98A
dated. 24.09.2023 has been registered
at P.S. Sangam Vihar,
description of the missing girl is as under.
Age: 18 years 7 month, Helght: 4'5",
Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Round,
Built: thin, Wearing: Red color suit salwar and chappal in feet.
Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace out
her but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone has any
information about the missing gifd then please inform P.S.
Sangam Vihar, Delhi at following Tel No./ e-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in
and Website: hitp://cbi.nic.in, providing clue about the person.

Ph: 011-24368638,24368641
Fax Mo. 011- 24368639

Delhi.

The

Chanchal

Sd/-5.H.0.
Sangam Vihar, Delhi

e
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EXECUTION OF CIVIL

ENGINE

work. Tender Mao.

ERING WORK

iog Cusfomars Wity A Smife

Tl urel @l o wedl &
1099-PRIZ3

-:"I'!n :E.ﬂﬁ"-".:ll'h"'.'sn"|||'iF::II|.'.'13".' R ElE &

Tender Notice No., : CONIZ0Z WSEPIDS;
Datad: 15-08-2023. E-Tander ara ifwvited
by the undersigned far the following
CE/COMNIB-5/MISS
JOZHOIRT-1, Name of wark : Exscution
af Civil Enginaaring wark for constructon
af Double storad Service Bullding &
mairanancs shad for sick line, covensd
washing pi ling ahad, cad walk wih waler
rwydrmrit & pathway, Conch walering facility
Track maching atall offics cum Resl houss
& siding Platform including elecirical
works &t Salrang Yard and Goods office,
FCHS Merchant office & labour Fest Roomj
at Mualkhang & Sairang Yard in
connection with Balrabi-Sairang New BG
Rail Line Project (Mizoram), Approx.
Value : 64,77 60,247 40, Date & time of
cloging of tender &l 14:30 hrs. and
opening at 15:30 hrs. an 25-10-2023. For
complete infarmation with the tendes
document of above e-tender
avvallable wehsile www.ireps.gov.in

Chief EnginearConl/2, M.F, Railway

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Construction Organization

will he

list care Is taken

acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify

its contents. The

Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,

associations or

recommend that
make necessary

individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore

inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

NORTH

prior to

Indian

readers

board
detail
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1st Corrigendum

The Tender Motice Mo, 5T0-Sig-PS-Tender-128 daled 05 102023 imiled by Dy
CETECPSNDLS may now find with the following comigendum:

Forand behalf of the Prasident of India,
the Dyw.Chiefl Engineer/Bridge Line-
IWNarth Western Railway, Jaipur
invites anline open E-Tendearing
system({ Single Packet) for the
following works on prescribed
electronics forms: 1. E-Tender No.:
Dy.CE/Bridge Line-11/23-24-2-R-1,
2. Name of the work with its
location: Re-girdering of Br. No. 223
UP as per 25T loading standards in JP-
FL saction of /P Division, 3. Approx.
cost of work: TZ0901634 .74,
4, Earnest Money to be deposited:
T254500.00, 5. Completion Perlod:
12 Month, 6. Date & Time closing of
tender: 06.11.2023 at 15.00 Hrs,
7. Website particulars and notice

WL ITE RS GOV IR

Follzw us 3t i1 B0 wwirasways 5] wamaiiways

NORTHERN RAILWAY

WESTERN RAILWAY EEXA~S

location where complete
of tender can be seemn:
10896-PR/23

;!5.’ L
Azadi,
Arnrt pda hedsay

S.MNo. Point

35

Deacnption of the Schedule em no. 35 has been comrected

e

Sl ativer barms and conditions in this tender will remain the same
Ho.: 570-Sig-PS-Tender-128 dated 13.10.2023

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE REZEIES

i

MUNITIONS INDIA LIMITED
Last date of receipt of application in
DDP/MoD is
By 15:00 hours on 16, November, 2023
For details login to website
http://www.ddpmod.gov.in/vacancyandcircular

Advi No. 16/2023
Government of India
Search-cum-Selection Committee Department of
Defence Production Ministry of Defence

Invites applications for the post of
DIRECTOR (FINANCE)

IN

ugmﬁ

T L]

NORTHERN RAILWAY y
TENDER NOTICE '

Azadi s
Aamnt Mahotsav

Department | Electrical (TRD) | Tender No. | T-18-TRD-MB-23-24
Mame of Prowvision of OHE with iaolation facilities on washing lines over
Work Moradabad Division.

Tender Cloging Date & Time | 081172023 al 1500 hrs

Advertised Value(T) T1.01,24.808.51 (mcluding GST)

Bid Security (T T2,00,6000- | Tender Document Cost (T) | NIL
Validity of offer (Days) ] Day:ql Perlod nfnnmplaﬂnn; (¥ Manths
Website particulars & wanwlireps.gowv.in Divisional Railway Managers
Address of office Qice, Marthern Railway, Moradabad

Tender Natice No.: Electi TRD/ME/2023-24/THN-23 Dated: 13,10 2023 3200/2023

DPI11446/5D/2023 Tel No. 230111334
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
Al Al Al Al Al Al Al Al rgy Al Al Al Al
OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION-2, PW.D AGRA
Short Term Notice inviting E-Tender
Letter No. : 2335/ 10A / 2023-24 Dated: 07.10.2023
1. The Executive Engineer Construction Division-2, U.P.P.W.D. on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved registered Contractors. As
The work Comprises of specialized Road work, hence contractors bidding for this work must be registered in Road work with UP PWD. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification
criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.
2.
— Sk District Name of Work Estimated T Bid Security € er Addressof Addressof Chief €
No cost (Rs. in | (Rs. in Lacs) Rs.) Completion executing the work Superintending Engineer Engineer of Contractor
Lac)
T 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
T Agra Special Repair-work of Garhi-Sampatti to Raghuvash Ka Pura Road 16760 1°66 Tender Cost+ST:.C+ 01 Month T Executive Engineer; Construction —Superintending Engineer;| —Chief Engineer; Agra]—Class A;B;C;D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra  Zone, PW.D., Agra
Agra Special Repairwork of Kirandauli Paimtikhera Road to-Sorai Kihrandauli 890 0-89 Tender Cost+ S:T.C+ O Month T Executive Engineer;, Col i i i -1 Chief Engineer; Agra Class A B;C.D
Paintikhera Road G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
3 Agra | Special Repair work of NH-93to Km-188to Poiya Road 875 088 Tender Cost + S.T.C-+ |01 Month | —Executive Engineer, Construction —Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra ass A,B,C.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
b4 Agra CCwork of Mitawali Garhi Maharam to OmKarpur Road Par-Omkarpu 12.00 120 Tender Cost + S-T.C.+ i i A i i i i -1 Chief Engineer; Agra ClassA;B;C.D
Abadi Portion G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
5 Agra Special Repairwork of Etmadpur to- Garapur via Nagla Gangarant Road 830 083 Tender Cost+ST.C+ 01 Month+—Executive Engineer; Construction—Superintending Engineer;| —Chief Engineer; Agraj—Class A;B;C;D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
6 Agra | Special Repair work of Barhan to Kurgawan Road to Nagla Bariyandar 4750 045 Tender Cost + S.T.C-+ | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A;B,C.D;,
Road G.S.T. =Rs. 770.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
7 Agra Special Repair work of Agra Jalesar Road to Sujanpur Link Road 950 095 Tender Cost+ S-T.C+ 01 Month T Executive Engineer, Construction —Superintending Engineer;|  Chief Engineer; Agraj  Class A;B;C,D”
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
8 Agra | Special Repair work of Village Shekhpur to Garhi TiKait Tak Road 17770 .77 Tender Cost + S.T.C.+ | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
A Agra | Special Repair work of Murthar Alipur Jampur to Kalyan Garhi Tak Road 1130 13 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra  Zone, PW.D., Agra
10 Agra | Special Repair work of Awalkhera Barhan Road to Nagla Bail Road 15.50 1.55 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + [ 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agral  Class A,B,C.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
T Agra | Special Repair work of Awalkhera Barhan Road to Nagla Udai Link Road 7.00 070 Tender Cost + S.T.C.+ | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction  Superintending Engineer, ief Engineer, Agra ass A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
12 Agra Special Repair work of Abidgarh to Juraila Road 17:80 1.78 Tender Cost + S-T.C+ 01 Month T Executive Engineer, Construction — Superintending Engineer,|  Chief Engineer; Agra]  ClassA.B,C.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
13 Agra  Special Repair work of Paisai Chokda Road to Nagla Umrav Tak Road 22.70 227 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agral  Class A,B,C.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
14 Agra | Special Repair work of NH-93 to Nagla Asha Road 19.40 1.94 Tender Cost + S.T.C.+ | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,|  Chief Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D”
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
5 Agra | Special Repair work of Agra Jalesar to Dhorau Link Road 1860 .36 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction. superintending Engineer,| Chiel Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
16 Agra | Special Repair work of Barhan to Murlidharpur Road 25760 256 Tender Cost + S.T.C-+ | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction  Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agraj  Class A,B,C.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
17 Agra | Special Repair work of CATK Road to Salehnagar Baruar Road 2740 2.74 Tender Cost + S.T.C.+ | 01 Month |~ Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D~
G.S.T. =Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
18 Agra | Special Repair work of Digrota Road to Gorau Road 14.00 1.40 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] — Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agrd Zone, PW.D., Agra
19 Agra | Special Repair work of Agra Jagner Road to Gungabad Road 12770 127 Tender Cost + S,T.C.+ | 0T Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superinfending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra| Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
20 Agra Special Repair work of Iradat Nagar Mihava Road to Mofipura Road I1.30 Lol Iender Cost + 5. 1.C. + Ol Month | Executive Engineer, Construction  Superintending Engineer,| Chiel Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra  Zone, PW.D., Agra
21 Agra | Special Repair work of Nagla Birja to Virharu Road 2485 249 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction. Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra| Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
22 Agra | Special Repair work of CATK Road to Nagla Nangu Road 10.95 1.10 Tender Cost + S.,T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
23" Agra | Special Repair work of Kheragarh Nagla Dulhe Khan Ramnagar Road to 1785 1779 Tender Cost + S,T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,D
basai Maide Rajasthan Bordar Tak Road G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra  Zone, PW.D., Agra
24 Agra | Special Repair work of Sarendhi to Nagla Hansraj Road 1500 150 Tender Cost + SST.C.+ | 0T Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superinfending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A;B,C.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
25 Agra | Special Repair work of Kheragarh Lakhanpura to Lakhanpura Road 495 0.50 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | O Month | Execufive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,D,E
G.S.T. =Rs. 770.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agrd Zone, PW.D., Agra
26 Agra | Special Repair work of Iradatnagar Mihava Road to Sherpur Road 29.50 2.95 Tender Cost + ST.C. + | 0 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superinfending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
27 Agra | Special Repair work of CATK Road to Garhi Mora Road 29.50 2.95 Tender Cost + S.,T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction’ Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra|  Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agrd Zone, PW.D., Agra
28 Agra Special Repair work of Ladukhera Police Chowki to Rampura Hote Hue 10.20 1.02 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction. Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
Mukhrai Road G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
29 Agra Special Repair work of Dholpur Bharatpur Road to Nagla Rundh Road 12.00 1.20 lender Cost + S.T.C. + Ol Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superintending Engineer,] Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
30 Agra Special Repair work ot Kheragarh Saiyan Road to Nagla Uday Road 8.60 0.86 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + Ol Month | Executive Engineer, Construction  Superintending Engineer,, Chiet Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
31 Agra | Special Repair work of Hironda to Nagla Beriya Road 14.00 1.40 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agral  Class A,B,C.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Ang Zone, PW.D., Agra
32 Agra | Special Repair work of Agra Gwalior Road to SS Public School Hote Hue 32.60 3.26 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agral  Class A,B,C,D
Deori Road Village Semri Hote Hue Nagla Kali Tak Road G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
33 Agra Special Repair work of Nagla Savla Crossing to Village Samogar Tak Roa 19.80 1.98 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction  Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
34 Agra Special Repair work of CATK Road to Remaining Part of Mirzapur Roa 10.15 1.02 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
CC work G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
35 Agra Special Repair work of Treatment Plant Tora to Kuwan Khera Tak Road 10.40 1.04 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction  Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agrd Zone, PW.D., Agra
36 Agra | Special Repair work of Kabis Road to Nagla Bindu Tak Road 18.30 1.83 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction' Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agral  Class A,B,C.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
37 Agra  Special Repair work of Village Digner Junior High School to Parikrama 14.55 1.46 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra,  Class A,B,C,.D
Road G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
38 Agra Special Repair work of Hingot Kheria to Chota Ikthara Road 8.30 0.83 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction ~Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
39 Agra Special Repair work of Naya Tanora to Noorpur Road 8.30 0.83 Tender Cost + S. T.C. + 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction  Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agrd Zone, PW.D., Agra
A0 Agra | Special Repair work of CATK Road to Lalau Road 23.50 2.35 Tender Cost + S.T.C.+ | O Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,.D
| G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra  Zone, PW.D., Agra
41 Agra | Special Repair work of Remaining Part of Ikthara Road 23.50 2.35 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction. Superintending Engineer;l Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agr: Zone, PW.D., Agra
42 Agra Special Repair work of Nadota Baroli Gujar to Kumargarh Road 8.30 0.83 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction  Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agrd Zone, PW.D., Agra
43 Agra Special Repair work of NH-3 Km-9.40 to Itora Jakhoda Road 23.20 232 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction ~Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,.D
G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra1 Zone, PW.D., Agra
44 Agra Special Repair work of Mahal Badshahi to Athpera Road 18.60 1.86 Tender Cost + S. T.C. + 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction  Superintending Engmeerj Chief Engineer, Agra] Class A,B,C,.D
G.S.T. =Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agr: Zone, PW.D., Agra
|45 Agra | Special Repair work of Iradat Nagar to Rehlai Vrithla Hote Hue Kheriya 22.65 2.27 Tender Cost + ST.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction. Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra| ~Class A,B,C,D
Road G.S.T. = Rs. 950.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra  Zone, PW.D., Agra
46 Agra Special Repair work of NH-3 to Visera Murakiya Ramnagar Hote Hue 15.00 1.50 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction. Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra| Class A,B,C.D
CATK Road G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
47 Agra | Special Repair work of ABK Road to Mahua Khera Road 7.70 0.77 Tender Cost + S.T.C. + | 01 Month | Executive Engineer, Construction Superintending Engineer,| Chief Engineer, Agra]  Class A,B,C,D
G.S.T. = Rs. 860.00 Division-2, PW.D., Agra Agra Circle, PW.D., Agra Zone, PW.D., Agra
3. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 16-10-2023 to 21-10-2023. Bids must be submitted onling
only at e-tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23-7/2020/176(=1.)/06 Dt 25-08-2020 on or before 12:00 Hours Dt. 21-10-2023. Technical Bid received
online will be opened on 21-10-2023 at 12:30 Hours.
4. Origional MM — 11 forms proff of royalty shall have to be produced at time of every running bill in accordance to Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology & mining uttar Pradesh letter no. 2146/86-2019-52(%1.)/2019 dt 30-09-
2019 G.O. NO.-115(1)/86-2020 dated 15-01-2020 and other relevant government order circulars for all the materials procured from the quarries.
5. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the same issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.
6. Similar work experience of work.
7. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable at the time of payment.
8. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be Deducted from contractors bill at the time of payment.
9. Origional MM - 11 forms proff of royalty shall have to be produced at time of every running bill in accordance to Principal Secretary, Directorate of geology & mining uttar Pradesh letter no. 2146/86-2019-52(w1.)/2019 dt 30-09-
2019 G.O. NO.-115(1)/86-2020 dated 15-01-2020 and other relevant government order circulars for all the materials procured from the quarries.
10. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account as per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 1.T./2017 T.C., I.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-12-2018 follows as :
(1) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable).
(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column- 8 by Internet Banking of E-tender portal Account.
(3) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4 B(ii) of ITB as per G.O. No.-3070/78-2-2018-421.T./2017(22)L.T. and Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-01-
2018.
Executive Engineer
UPID-195882 Dt. 1_3' 1,0-2023 Construction Division-2, P.W.D.,
WWW.Up.gov.nic.in Agra
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Some commentators have
portrayed the impending
elections as a test of strength
between NDA and IN.D.I.A.
I take a different view. The old
NDA no longer exists after
the exit of significant political
parties such as the JD(U),
Shiv Sena, Akali Dal and
ATADMK. What is left of the
NDA is the BJP and,
according to Wikipedia, 34
other parties of which most
people cannot name more
than one. The NDA is simply
another name for BJP!

A test for Congress and BJP

THE SCHEDULE of elections in five
states was announced by the Election
Commission on Monday, October 9.
That put paid to the speculation that Mr
Narendra Modi may seize the opportu-
nity to play the One Nation One Election
card (ONOE). I have long held the view
that ONOE was a non-starter and, cer-
tainly, not feasible in the elections in
2023 or 2024.

Some commentators have por-
trayed the impending 5-states elections
as a test of strength between NDA and
I.N.D.I.A. I take a different view. The old
NDA no longer exists after the exit of
significant political parties such as the
JD(U), Shiv Sena, Akali Dal and AIADMK.
What is left of the NDA is the BJP and,
according to Wikipedia, 34 other par-
ties of which most people cannot name
more than one. The NDA is simply an-
other name for BJP!

On the other side, there is LN.D.LA,,
butin the five states that will go to elec-
tions in November, the Congress is the
party with real stakes. In Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, the
contest is a straight fight between
Congress and BJP. In Telangana, there is
a third player, BRS, the ruling party,
which claims it is opposed to both
Congress and BJP. In Mizoram, it is a
four-way contest involving three re-
gional parties and Congress; the BJP is
a non-player.

RIVAL STRATEGIES

My view, therefore, is that the forth-
coming 5-states elections amount to a test
of strength between the BJP and Congress.
The BJPwas first off the block. It has drawn
fromits playbook: first to announce can-
didates, no declared candidate for chief
minister, Mr Modi everywhere, multiple
Modi rallies, unlimited money and the
misuse of investigative agencies to intim-
idate the Opposition.

On the other side, the Congress had
not released any list of candidates by the
time the ECannounced the schedule. This
has been a weakness of the Congress.
However, this time, the Congress will go
into elections in three major states —
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, and also perhaps Mizoram
— with a ‘CM face’, although undeclared
officially. Following Himachal Pradesh and
Karnataka, the campaign will be steered
by the leaders of the states and the na-
tional leadership will play a supportive
role.

The one common feature of the 2018
elections in these five states was that the
BJPlostin all the states. Today, in Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh, Congress is in the gov-
ernment. In Madhya Pradesh, the BJP
seized power through defections. In
Mizoram and Telangana, a state party is
in government. Therefore, there is no uni-
form situation in the five states and the

prospects of each party in each state have
to be assessed separately.

Ido not wish to make any predictions.
Putting together information and various
reports, here is a cautious preliminary as-
sessment:

Chhattisgarh: The state has seen three
chief ministers, the late Ajit Jogi (2000-
2003), MrRaman Singh (2003-2018)and
Mr Bhupesh Baghel (from 2018). There is
no reason to fear that anti-incumbency
will come into play. Chhattisgarh has be-
come aleadingrice producer and its farm-
ers are more prosperous than ever before.
Add the numerous welfare schemes im-
plemented by the Baghel government and
the surge in tribal pride. Power will shift to
the tribals and OBCs, but itis generally be-
lieved that the Congress will return to
power. Privately, even the BJP does not
challenge this conclusion.

Madhya Pradesh: Mr Kamal Nath will
not let the people forget that the BJP seized
power through defections. Nor do the
people seem to have forgotten the treach-
ery of 2020. Mr Shivraj Singh Chouhan is
an old, but tired, face and the BJP leader-
ship has signaled in many ways thatit has
lost confidence in Mr Chouhan. As a re-
sult, the BJP has lit the fire of ambition in
too many hearts including serving Union
ministers. The BJP has been in power since
December 2003 except for a brief period
of 15 months. Indications are that the bell
has tolled for a change.

Rajasthan: The state has a history of
alternating party-governments since
1990. The Congress seems to have put its
house in order and united under Mr
Ashok Gehlot who has implemented an
array of welfare schemes. The BJPis in dis-
array because, as of today, Ms. Vasundhara
Raje and her group have been sidelined.
This is the state to watch.

Telangana: The state has thrown a
surprise by pushing the BJP to a distant
third place. The Tukkuguda rally on
September 17,2023 after the CWC meet-
ing was the largest I have seen in many
years. More than the size, roughly 40 per
cent of the massive gathering was made of
young people (15-29years). There is near
unanimity among political observers and
journalists that the Congress has regained
its place and the contest is between BRS
and Congress. Another surprise may be
around the corner.

Mizoram: The contest is among re-
gional parties. Congress has anew leader,
Mr Lalsawta. BJP is not in the picture. Mr
Zoramthanga, chief minister, and his party
have cleverly used the Manipur crisis and
the migration of Kukis to Mizoram to kin-
dle Kuki-Zomi affinity and pride. The votes
will be split and another coalition govern-
ment seems to be the likely outcome.

‘Never make predictions, especially
about the future’ is never more true than
when predictions are made about future
elections!

On Israel & Palestine, hear
Ambedkar and Gandhi

Dalitality

SURAJYENGDE g
Twitter @ Surajyengde I ] @'

MINDLESS WARS that has turned the
beautiful Arab world into a militarised ter-
ritory have been the feature of modern
times. The unfortunate damage caused by
the attacks of opposing groups is alarm-
ing, exposing world peace to near-perma-
nent damage and inflicting everyday ca-
sualties by the thousands — of children,
women, and men.

The war in Palestine is as old as the bib-
lical record. The Abrahamic faith is riven
with faithful differences between the cre-
ator and the condemned. The Jewish peo-
ple followed the direction of their prophet,
Moses, to escape war. Their life has been
that of displacement and recovery. In an
amazing demonstration of calibre, the
Jewish people have bounced back at an
impressive speed.

However, the right-wing crude ele-
ments running the government in Israel
currently have no sense of solidarity and
empathy for their own ancestry. Prime
Minister Netanyahu has time and again
proven that he is not the right man to hold
peace accords together.

The most important sites for the desert
religions are in Jerusalem, where Judaism,
Christianity and Islam stake their claim.
The fight for their ownership has changed
the region’s portfolio.

Mohandas K Gandhi had taken a prin-
cipled position against the Israeli occupa-
tion of the Palestinian land. He saw this as
arecipe for long-term disaster. He pointed
towards the culprit in charge, the British
administration. However, there were
sympathies with the condition of the
Jews. He called them “untouchables of
Christianity”, equating them with the “un-
touchables of Hindu faith”. He saw emi-
gration into Palestine furrowing the di-
vides between Arabs and Jews.

The hatred against the Jews is cata-
strophic. They are hated by their junior
theological partners, the Christians, and
their youngest cousins, Muslims.

This was so violent that mosques in my
region, Maharashtra’s Nanded, were rife
with toxic “Yahuddi” hatred. In Nanded,
there would be public exhibitions with
graphic photographs of mutilated bodies
of children in Palestine. It was surprising
that such an exhibition was being held in
an otherwise disconnected city, far from
the mainstream of even Indian politics, let
alone global.

Onthe
LOOSE

LEHERKALA

|eherkala@gmail.com

DURING THE ICC World Cup match be-
tween India and Australia, a new com-
mercial of a pan masala brand featuring
Shah Rukh Khan, Ajay Devgn and Akshay
Kumar aired for the first time. Kumar,
who’s gone to great lengths to portray
himself as a righteous patriot, recently
apologised for promoting a tobacco
brand, after getting viciously trolled on
Twitter. Devgn, meanwhile, defended the
ad. “If certain things are so wrong, they
should not be sold. Promoting it is a per-
sonal choice,” said Devgn. The disastrous
effects of tobacco are well known and all

epaper..ne'ss.cnm

The unfortunate character of this was
the fanatic propaganda driven by Islamist
ideology that would only see a faraway
land in Palestine as suffering but notlend
an iota of sympathy for their neighbours
fallen by caste atrocities.

Incidentally, the Hindu supremacist
and Muslim radicals did not support the
Jewish people but for very different rea-
sons. The Hindus found inspiration in
Hitler’s agenda, while the Muslims hated
them for the occupation of Palestine.

Dr Ambedkar had expressed his appre-
ciation for Moses, drawing parallels to the
Jews and Dalits. He admired how Moses
worked hard to unite the Jews, providing
them leadership in times of extermination
under Pharaohs. As Israelites followed their
leader in desperation but with hope,
Ambedkar also saw himself as the ‘Moses’
of his people. He was not wrong. He re-
mains the prophet of his people who resur-
rect his memories at every catastrophe or
celebration, seeking approval in his words.

We need to take Gandhi and
Ambedkar’s position on the Israel-
Palestine conflict. The idea of two states
was imposed on the modern apparatus of
Palestine. It did not mean that Jews had
no relation or genealogy to that land.

In the war between the strong and the
weak, our solidarity is with the weak. We
canrelate to the pains of resourceless peo-
ple. Even though the fragmented
Palestinian people, divided between PLO
and Hamas, may not have the wherewithal
to fight against the might of the state
backed by the world’s most militarised
country, they are the people with strong
convictions for their future. The mothers
birth their offspring into their own land,
proudly asserting their right to belong.

The colonisation of land is a real mat-
ter. Since 1948, the size of Palestinian land
has been shrinking, overtaken by the set-
tler. The agenda seems to either expel the
Palestinians, which has been happening
since 1948, eliminate them or make them
second-class citizens. These options are
not viable and acceptable to any self-re-
specting human being whose sovereignty
is tied to their motherland.

This does not cede the right of Jews to
have their homeland.

The Dalit community has amoral and
political responsibility as leaders to ex-
tend solidarity to the oppressed people of
the Arab land, not just Palestinians but
also those in Yemen’s war-torn hinter-
lands, with the native tribes of Arab coun-
tries, as well as the Jews. We do not sup-
port the terrorism imposed by minuscule
ideologues who make the majority suffer.

(Suraj Yengde, author of Caste Matters,
curates Dalitality and is
currently at Oxford University)

history
HEADLINE
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CONGRESS LEADER Rahul Gandhi re-
cently remarked that the upcoming elec-
toral contest in Rajasthan was “very
close” but he hoped his party would pull
itoff nevertheless. There have been a few
close elections in the state, and one of
them was in 1967.

The general elections that year were a
turning point in our country’s democratic
journey. Many political and constitutional
machinations we see today took root during
this time. In these elections, non-Congress
governments came into power in multiple
states such as Bihar, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal. The voting for Lok
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha constituencies
happened in February,and government for-
mations occurred soon after.

In her broadcast on All India Radio,
newly elected Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi hailed the elections as a “momen-
tous experience”. She welcomed the for-
mation of Opposition party governments
in states as a sign of “political maturity”
and said, “Democracy implies choice.
Choice involves alternatives. Itis a healthy
sign that alternatives are emerging and
competing.” The PM highlighted that the
ministry formation process was smooth
in most states except Rajasthan.

In Rajasthan, the run-up to govern-
ment formation had many twists and
turns. The incumbent Congress chief min-
ister, Mohanlal Sukhadia, could not steer
the party to a majority in the state legisla-
ture. Sukhadia was a consummate politi-
cianand had been at the helm of the state
for the previous 12 years, making him one
of the longest-serving CMs then.

An academic writing about the
Congress party in Rajasthan described
Sukhadia as a “... master of political bar-
gaining and compromise. His shrewdness
inmanipulating and regulating conflictin
the new political order has engendered
respect and awe, if not widespread affec-
tion within Congress party circles.”

Of the 184 seats that went to polls,
Congress had won 89 (including one MLA
who won from two seats). The opposition
comprised the Swatantra Party, the
Bharatiya Jan Sangh, the Sanghata Socialist
Party and the Communist Party and had
won 48, 22, 8 and 1 seats respectively.
Other than the political party candidates,
14 Independents had also been successful
at the ballot box. And their support was
critical to any government formation.

With no side having a majority on its
own, Jaipur was on edge in the first week of
March 1967. Opposition parties se-
questered their MLAs ina camp outside the
city to prevent Sukhadia from swaying
them over. Both sides approached

In poll season, notes from
CHAKSHURO% a close fight, a hung House

Then CM Mohanlal Sukhadia (left), Rajasthan Governor Dr Sampurnanand. File

Governor Dr Sampurnanand and staked a
claim to form the government. Meanwhile,
in Delhi, Congress president K Kamaraj told
the press that when no party had an ab-
solute majority, the Governor should call
the single largest party to form the govern-
ment. Dr Sampurnanand, a former
Congressman, did just that and invited
Sukhadia to form the government.

The Governor’s action received wide-
spread condemnation. Opposition parties
alleged that the Governor had turned the
Congress party’s minority into a majority,
as it would try to win over the
Independents after being invited to form
the government. There were protests in
different parts of Rajasthan, and in one un-
fortunate incident in Jaipur, six people
died due to police firing.

This paper, examining the role of the
Governor, wrote, “Mr Sampurnanand’s sin-
gularly maladroit handling of the constitu-
tional controversy in Rajasthan has done
much more than precipitate violence and
disorder. It also focussed attention on the
powers of a State Governor, on the manner
inwhich he may exercise these and on his
relationship with the Union authorities,
more specifically with the President ... con-
stitutionally, a state Governor's first respon-
sibility is to the President of India and not to
the president of his party.”

When the date of the legislative assem-
bly session in which Sukhadia had to prove
his majority was announced, he expressed
hisinability to form the government. Then,
instead of inviting the Opposition parties
to form the government, the Governor rec-
ommended the imposition of President’s
rule in the state without dissolving the as-
sembly. The events in Rajasthan reverber-
ated at the national level. A numerically
stronger Opposition pressed for a no-con-
fidence motion against the government of

Smoky haze over an ad

packaging includes graphic warnings. For
a smoker, a cigarette represents a wel-
come break from the tedium of going
about one’s day; and surely, adults are ca-
pable of choosing their vices. Besides, it’s
impossible to miss the inherent inconsis-
tencies in enforcing a ban on advertising
alegal product.

Celebrity sells. There is no doubt that
when a Hrithik Roshan or a Priyanka
Chopra endorse Pepsi or Vimal Elaichi,
their popularity ensures sales. Precisely
because there’s an existing ban on direct
tobacco advertisements companies need
to spend on A-list Bollywood stars as a
way of gaining credibility. Blaming stars
for promoting cancer causing substances
is more about our own morally (mis-

placed) even if liberal-minded notions.
Sanctimonious thinking goes, they al-
ready have money, fame and security. Do
they really need to stoop this low and
model for just about anything to make
more? Perhaps it’s entirely natural to fall
for simplistic reasoning rather than ad-
dress the warped way we evaluate evi-
dence to arrive at a biased conclusion.
Clearly, the government values the profit
gains from taxing tobacco over the health
of the nation but it’s the stars posing in
these ads who become an easy target.
People are not trained to think deeply
about ethical problems. Kumar or Khan
have no grand plan to injure citizens by
modeling for pan masala, it’s just that we
live in times where the acquisition of

wealth within the ambit of law is perfectly
acceptable. Whether we know it or not,
we subconsciously adhere to the preva-
lent moral standards followed by our
peers. There is an argument in political
philosophy that the state’s role, even if oc-
casionally stern, is necessary for society
to function because human existence is
unavoidably wicked.

Part of growing up is developing an
outlook to make sense of our often, be-
wildering environment. It is worth wad-
ing into thought, not judgment while
thinking about the irritating contradic-
tions we face, daily. Some years ago, the
Woody Allen film Blue Jasmine wasn'’t re-
leased in India because the producers,
citing artistic independence, refused to

PM Indira Gandhi.

It was the first time such a discussion
had occurred in the first week of a new Lok
Sabha. Atal Bihari Vajpayee led the
Opposition charge in Lok Sabha. Apart from
criticising the conduct of the Governor, he
noted that the people of India had decided
to test other political parties. The no-confi-
dence was defeated, and the central gov-
ernment lifted President’s rule in Rajasthan
after 44 days.

Sukhadia formed the government and
was sworn in as CM of Rajasthan for the
fourth time in April 1967. He secured the
support of three Swatantra Party, one
Independent and one Jan Sangh MLA,
who defected to the Congress. He also
curbed inner party dissidents by accom-
modating themin his 35-member coun-
cil of ministers.

The events of Rajasthan from 1967 —
allegedly partisan Governors, sequester-
ing of MLAs in hotels, and engineering de-
fections — have played out regularly in our
country since then.

Roughly a month after Sukhadia be-
came CM, President Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnan reflected on these events
in his farewell address to the nation on All
India Radio. He said, “Democracy is more
than a system of government: it is a way
of life and a regime for civilised conduct
of human affairs. We are not truly demo-
cratic if we only posses the outward trap-
ping of representative institutions but fail
to be loyal to the qualities of strength of
the democratic spirit, unseemly wrangles
and alliances of convenience, prejudices
of caste and creed, personal aggrandise-
ment, lack of cleanliness in administra-
tion. These are not calculated to inspire
faith in representative government.”

The writer is head of outreach, PRS
Legislative Research

add “Smoking Kills” whenever the high
strung protagonist lit up. It should strike
everybody as odd that city airports have
smoking rooms but when fictional char-
acters are blowing smoke on a screen, it’s
aproblem. At the same time, there’s data
that suggests youth with high exposure
to TV dramas showcasing smoking were
three times more likely to start vaping
compared to peers with no exposure.
“Right” and “wrong”, if it even exists, is
endlessly confusing, best understood by
a mountaineering metaphor — the
higher one climbs, the more one can see.
But it’s also true that no matter what
height one reaches, the horizon always
bends out of view.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films
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We must
stand with
Israel

BY THE time I sat down to write this
week’s column the process of moral
equivocation had begun. Instead of Israel
being seen as the victim of a wicked, bar-
baric terrorist attack by a wicked barbaric
terrorist group, people were beginning to
talk about the hapless, terrified civilians
in Gaza. References to Gaza being the
world’s largest open-air prison were
made and images of women and children
wandering the streets with their belong-
ings in their hands showed up on our TV
screens.

Human rights activists who said noth-
ing as Muslim groups in western cities and
university campuses celebrated what
Hamas did suddenly popped up to weep
for the women and children of Gaza. What
is happening to them is tragic but is it re-
ally Israel’s fault or the fault of Hamas? In
my book when it comes to jihadi terror-
ism everything is black and white. Shades
of grey disappear the moment I see yet
another act of barbarism by men shout-
ing ‘Allah-o-Akbar’ as they behead babies,
rape women, and murder anyone they be-
lieve has insulted the Prophet.

It is because India has suffered these
jihadi terrorist attacks too many times
that ordinary Indians fully support Israel.
In the more than thirty years this column
has existed  have never seen a story about
a foreign country become the only sub-
ject that the Indian media has discussed
for more than a week.Imustadd thatlam
happy that this time so far, we have not
seen angry Muslim mobs descend on the
streets of our cities to condemn Israel and
all Jews. Hopefully this is because they
know that jihadi terrorists have defiled
Islam more effectively than anyone else
has. Or maybe our Muslim communities
find it difficult to forget the Islamic State
and its sickening violence even whenit no
longer exists as a country. And now jihadi
terrorists rule Afghanistan and forbid
women the right to education, jobs, and
normal lives.

Savagery of the kind Hamas unleashed
in Israel is something we have seen on a
smaller scale in Mumbai. As someone
who lives in this city, believe me when I
say that memories remain fresh still of
that awful last week of November 2008,
when ordinary people in hotels, restau-
rants, railway stations, hospitals and
Jewish centres were attacked by jihadi ter-
rorists. Like the Hamas killers who came
tolsrael, they also shouted that Allah was
great as they mowed down innocent peo-
ple with their machine guns.

They came from the Islamist republic
next door and to this day I wish that the
Congress government of Dr Manmohan
Singh and Sonia Gandhi had done more
to punish Pakistan’s military rulers for
what they did. There was enough proof
that they were responsible. Pakistan’s ISI
(Inter-services Intelligence) shares the
same evil ideology as Hamas and ISIS.
And, into this group must be added the
Ayotollahs of Iran, the highest of whom
said after the attack on Israel that he
‘kissed the hands’ of the Hamas men who
did this.

Having said this I would like to say that
[ am sensitive to the pain and suffering
that the Palestinian people have endured
for far too long. But, with a caveat. If they
continue to support leaders who believe
that the only solution is for Israel to be
erased from the face of the planet, then
there can be no solution. Israel exists and
however unfair its creation was in
Palestinian eyes, it is also true that Jews
lived on these lands long before Islam.
After the whole horror of the Holocaust
was revealed the very least that the world
could do was assist the birth of Israel.

India’s leaders chose not to at the time
and nearly every Congress prime minis-
ter has supported the Palestine cause so
totally that Yasser Arafat was often an ho-
noured state guest in Delhi. This is why
those who lead the Congress Party today
took more than twenty-four hours to con-
demn Hamas for its savage, sadistic attack.
And when they did, it was with a refer-
ence to Palestine as a counterweight.
Narendra Modi deserves praise for openly
condemning Hamas within hours of its
barbarism coming to light. Sadly, when
the Ministry of External Affairs spoke its
statement sounded much like what
Congress said. Old habits die hard and old
bureaucrats leave legacies that never die.

I shall end by saying that if civilians in
Gaza are killed in the war that Israel hopes
will finish Hamas once and for all, it will be
Hamas that is to blame. If it returns the
Israeli hostages that it has taken to use as
human shields, there is some hope for
peace. Itis in their hands to do this, and it is
in their hands to stop putting the lives of
Palestinian civilians in danger. If there is to
ever be lasting peace, a few other things
need to happen. Palestinians need to accept
that they have been betrayed time and time
again by their own leaders. And Palestinian
school children must stop being fed a re-
lentless diet of hatred and violence.

Sympathisers of Israel are warning it
not to act in retribution. But if Hamas is
not punished for whatit did there is every
chance there will be more terrorism in
Allah’s name, more support for this from
countries like Iran. Does Israel have a
choice but to fight for its right to exist?
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WHILE WORLD Is FOCUSED ON WAR IN GAZA
TENSION GRIPS WEST BANK

Tensions have risen in the occupied West Bank, where 54 Palestinians were
killed over the past week in clashes with Israeli troops. UN monitors said it was
the deadliest week for Palestinians in the territory since at least 2005.

WARNING TO GAZANS TO TEMPORARILY MOVE
is to ‘mitigate civilian harm’, says Israel’s UN envoy

Food & water shortage, no power: ‘Total crisis in Gaza’

Saudi Arabia puts
Israel deal on ice,
engages with Iran

REUTERS
GAZA,OCTOBER 14

AS AN unrelenting Israeli bom-
bardment intensified on
Saturday, bakeries in Gaza were
running out of bread, drinking
water was in short supply and
power outages left families with-
out charged phones to find out if
fleeing relatives were safe.

“There is an electricity crisis,
food crisis, water crisis, a crisis of
everything,” Eyad Abu Mutlaq,
45, said in Khan Younis in south
Gaza, a region filling up with
thousands of people fleeing the
north for fear of an Israeli inva-
sion. “It is only God who can re-
solve it,” he said after touring
four bakeries to find long queues
or no supplies.

The flood of people arriving
in south Gaza after Israel told
them on Friday to leave an area
in the north has stretched re-
sources that were already
strained to breaking point.

The United Nations has
urged Israel to “avert a human-
itarian catastrophe” in Gaza, a
slither of land with 2.3 million
people wedged between Israel,
Egypt and the Mediterranean
Sea. In its response to the dev-
astating Oct. 7 assault from
Gaza by Palestinian militant
group Hamas, Israel has im-
posed a “total blockade” halting
food supplies and cutting elec-
tricity to Gaza. A week after that
began, shops are running out of
many items.

“I'was looking for basic food,
eggs, rice, canned food, even
milk for the children and I could-
n't find them," said Khan Younis
resident, giving only her nick-
name of Um Salem. “This is how

Palestinians wait to buy
bread outside a bakery in
Khan Younis in southern
Gaza Strip, Saturday. Reuters

Israelis fighting us, through star-
vation of our children. They ei-
ther Kkill children by bombs or
soon by starvation.”

Israel said it had told people
to leave the north for their safety
and to ensure they were not
caughtupin the conflict. It said it
would guarantee the safety of
Palestinians fleeing the area on
two main roads until 4 pm on
Friday. Those who have fled say
many roads and streets are often
difficult to use, and some im-
passable, because of damage.

Gaza authorities said 70 peo-
ple were killed and 200 were
wounded when Israel struck
cars and trucks carrying people
fleeing the north.

Without the option of cross-
ing the border into Egypt, more
of Gaza’s population has been
cramming into the south seek-
ing shelter, as Israel builds up
troops and tanks on border.
Israel has already launched raids.

"We need to truck fuel into
Gazanow. Fuel is the only way for
people to have safe drinking wa-
ter. If not, people will start dying
of severe dehydration,” said
Philippe Lazzarini, the commis-
sioner-general of the UN refugee
agency UNRWA.

These guys make al-Qaeda
look pure: Biden on Hamas

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,OCTOBER 14

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden has said
Palestinian militant group
Hamas is worse than al-Qaeda,
the terrorist group behind the
9/11 attacks, as he reaffirmed
that the US stands with the
Jewish state.

Atleast 27 American citizens
have died and 14 remain unac-
counted for as a result of unfold-
ing violence in Israel triggered af-
ter Hamas carried out
unprecedented attacks in
Southern Israel last Saturday.

“The more we learn about
the attack, the more horrifying it
becomes. More than 1,000 inno-
cent lives lost, including at least
27 Americans,” Biden said in
Philadelphia. “These guys make
— they make al-Qaedalook pure.
They're pure evil. Like I said from
the beginning, the United States,
make no mistake about it, stands
with Israel. The United States
stands with Israel,” he said.

NewZealandNatmalparty,s

We can’tlose sight
‘ ‘ of the fact that the

overwhelming majority of
Palestinians had nothing
to do withHamasand
Hamas’ appalling attacks,
and their sufferingasa
result, as well

—JOE BIDEN, US PRESIDENT

Biden said his administration
is making sure Israel has what it
needs to defend itself and re-
spond to these attacks. He also
said it is his priority to urgently
address the humanitarian crisis
in Gaza. “We can’t lose sight of
the fact that the overwhelming
majority of Palestinians had
nothing to do with Hamas and
Hamas’ appalling attacks, and
their suffering as aresult, as well.
I spoke with the family members
of all those Americans who are
still unaccounted for, for over an
hour,” he said. PTI

ARAB ENVOYS CALLFOR CEASEFIRE
and humanitarian aid access to Gaza

UN CHIEF: NEED TO PREVENT DANGEROUS,
escalation in West Bank, southern Lebanon

A Palestinian man carries a wounded girl at the site of an Israeli strike in Khan Younis in Gaza on Saturday. Reuters

At UN, Palestine calls for halt to offensive:
‘Do more to stop crime against humanity’

REUTERS
UNITEDNATIONS,OCT 14

THE PALESTINIAN United Nations
envoy appealed to UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres on
Friday to do more to stopa “crime
against humanity” by Israel,
which has warned nearly half of
the population of the Gaza Strip to
relocate as it plans an assault.
“He has to domore. Whatever
was done is not sufficient. We
need all of us to do more to stop
this crime against humanity,”
Palestinian UN envoy Riyad
Mansour told reporters before a

Iran minister to Israel:

meeting of Arab Group ambassa-
dors at the UN.

Israel’s UN Ambassador Gilad
Erdan said Friday that Israel’s
warning to residents in northern
Gaza was “to temporarily move
south...to mitigate civilian harm.”
Guterres briefed the 15-member
UN Security Council behind
closed doors on Friday.

Russian Proposal

During the meeting, Russia
proposed adraft resolution for the
Security Council that calls fora hu-
manitarian ceasefire and con-
demns violence against civilians
and all acts of terrorism, accord-

ing to a draft text seen by Reuters.
It was not immediately clear
when or if Russia would put the
draft resolution to a vote. The US
has traditionally shielded its ally
Israel from any Security Council
action. It holds a veto along with
Britain, France, China or Russia.
Brazil proposed its own draft
resolution late on Friday, whichis
essentially a more detailed ver-
sion of Russia’s text. When asked
about Russia's draft, British UN
Ambassador Barbara Woodward
said: “For something thatisasim-
portantas this, we've already seen
how much human life has been
destroyed, we need time for con-

Stop Gaza

attacks or face a huge earthquake

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIRUT,OCTOBER 14

IRAN’S FOREIGN minister on
Saturday called onIsrael tostopits
attacks on Gaza, warning that the
war might expand to other parts
of the Middle East if Hezbollah
joins the battle, and that would
make Israel suffer “a huge earth-
quake.” Hossein Amirabdollahian
told reporters in Beirut that
Lebanon’s Hezbollah group has
taken all the scenarios of a war
into consideration and Israel
should stop its attacks on Gaza as
soon as possible.

“Any step the resistance

Luxon to lead new government

REUTERS
WELLINGTON,OCT OBER 4

NEW ZEALAND’S centre-right
National Party led by
Christopher Luxon will form a
new government with its pre-
ferred coalition party ACT, as
Prime Minister Chris Hipkins
conceded his Labour Party could
not form a government after
Saturday's general election.

The National Party, now in
opposition, had 39% of the votes
with 92% counted, while the ACT
party had 9%. That would give
the two parties enough seats to
form a government, according to
the Electoral Commission.

“On the numbers tonight
National will be in the position
to lead the next government,”
Luxon, a former executive who
once ran Air New Zealand and
entered politics just three years
ago, told supporters in Auckland.

“We will make this an even
better country.”

National won over voters by
promising relief for struggling
middle-income New Zealanders,
and to bring historically high in-

Christopher Luxon, Leader of the National Party, with
supporters in Auckland on Saturday. Reuters

flation under control while re-
ducing the country's debt.

“The overwhelming driver
was dissatisfaction with the
(Labour government),” said po-
litical commentator and former
National staffer Ben Thomas.

Under former leader Jacinda
Ardern, Labour in 2020 became
the first party to capture an out-
right majority since New
Zealand switched to a mixed
member proportional systemin
1996. But Labour has since lost
support, with many New
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Zealanders disgruntled over the
country's long COVID-19 lock-
down and the rising cost of liv-
ing. Hipkins has tried to re-en-
gage with those voters, focusing
on what he termed “bread-and-
butterissues”, but was unable to
gain traction in the polls.

The National-ACT majority is
slim and the two parties may
need support from the populist
New Zealand First Party to form
a government. Negotiations be-
tween National and ACT are ex-
pected to begin soon.

Hossein Amirabdollahian

(Hezbollah) will take will cause a
huge earthquake in the Zionist
entity.” Amirabdollahian said.

Stay out of Gaza war:

Israel warns Hezbollah

Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's national

security adviser said on Saturday
hostilities with Lebanese
Hezbollah in parallel with the
Gaza war appeared to be re-
strained and warned the group
not to take action that could lead
to Lebanon's “destruction”.

Speaking after Netanyahu vis-
ited troops on the Gaza periphery
inapossible precursor toa ground
invasion, Hanegbi said more lim-
ited clashes across the Lebanese
border showed Hezbollah was
staying “under the escalation
threshold”. "We hope Hezbollah
won't, de facto, bring about the de-
struction of Lebanon, because if
there is a war there the result will
be noless," he said

report online terror content

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, OCTOBER 14

BRITAIN'S COUNTER-TERRORISM
police said on Saturday that it has
opened reviewsinto 55 new cases
thisweek as it urged the public to
report incidents of online terror-
ism content to the police.

The Counter Terrorism
Internet Referral Unit (CTIRU) said
it had received a significant num-
ber of referrals from the publicre-
porting potential terrorist content
online.

“Whenit comes totackling the
use of the internet to further ter-
rorism, support from the publicis
essential,” said Commander
Dominic Murphy, Head of the
Metropolitan Police's Counter
Terrorism Command.

“Following last week's horrific
terroristattack by Hamas, and the
escalation of the Israel-Hamas
conflict, which has led to signifi-
cant concern in communities in
London and across the country, I
want to thank the public for help-
ing us by reporting potential ter-
rorist content online to our
Counter Terrorism Internet
Referral Unit. These referrals have

already made a significantimpact
and we are currently reviewing 55
cases,” he said.

According to Met Police, such
reporting enables its Counter
Terrorism Policing (CTP) branch to
work with tech companies to re-
move content assessed to breach
UK terrorism legislation, making
the internet less permissive for
terrorists and safer for those in our
communities who may be vul-
nerable to radicalisation.

“They can also lead to investi-
gations being launched into those
in the UK who are suspected of
breaching UK terrorism legislation
through their online conduct. If
you see something online that you
think s inciting terrorist violence
or activity, reportitanonymously
via our Public Referral Tool. You
canalso download the iREPORTit
app on your smartphone which
enables you toreport contentand
directly fromabrowseroranapp,”’
added Murphy.

It came as British PM Rishi
Sunak unveiled GBP 3 million ex-
tra funding targeted at enhanced
protection for the country's Jewish
communities against antisemitic
attacks in the wake of the conflict
inIsrael.

PTI
R B

sultation, serious consultation.”

China’'s UN Ambassador
Zhang Junsaid the council should
“have a strong voice on this really
alarming situation and also take
meaningful action.”

“Moving more than one mil-
lion people across a densely pop-
ulated war zone toa place withno
food, water, or accommodation,
when the entire territory is under
siege, is extremely dangerous -
and in some cases, simply not pos-
sible,” Guterres said.

Erdan criticised the UN re-
sponse, saying Israel should be
praised forits advance warning to
Gazaresidents.
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REUTERS
RIYADH,OCTOBER 14

SAUDI ARABIA is putting US-
backed plans to normalise ties
with Israel onice, two sources fa-
miliar with Riyadh'’s thinking
said, signalling a rapid rethink-
ing of its foreign policy priorities
as war escalates between Israel
and Palestinian group Hamas.

The conflict has also pushed
the kingdom to engage with Iran.
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman took his first phone
call from Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi as Riyadh tries to
prevent a broader surge in vio-
lence across the region.

The two sources told Reuters
there would be a delay in the US-
backed talks on normalisation
with Israel that was a key step for
the kingdom to secure what
Riyadh considers the real prize of
a US defence pact in exchange.

Until Iran-backed Hamas
sparked awar on Oct. 7 by launch-
ing a devastating attack on Israel,
both Israeliand Saudileaders had
been saying they were moving
steadily towards adeal that could
have reshaped the Middle East.

Saudi Arabia had until the lat-
est conflictindicated it would not
allow its pursuit of a US defence
pact be derailed even if Israel did
not offer significant concessions
to the Palestinians in the their bid
for statehood, sources had said.

Butanapproach thatsidelined
Palestinians would risk angering
Arabs around the region, as Arab
news outlets broadcastimages of
Palestinians killed in Israeli retal-
iatory airstrikes.

The first source familiar with
Riyadh’s thinking said talks could

Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
with US President Joe Biden
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia,

on July 15. Reuters file

not be continued for now and the
issue of Israeli concessions for the
Palestinians would need to be a
bigger priority when discussions
resumed —acomment thatindi-
cates Riyadh has not abandoned
theidea.

A Saudi statement said the
crown prince told Raisi “the
kingdom is exerting maximum
effort to engage with all interna-
tional and regional parties to halt
the ongoing escalation”, under-
ling Riyadh’s move to contain the
crisis. A senior Iranian official
told Reuters the call, made by
Raisi to the crown prince, aimed
to support “Palestine and pre-
vent the spread of war in the re-
gion”.

A second Iranian official said
the call lasted 45 minutes and
had the blessing of Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

A Saudi statement said the
crown prince stated the king-
dom's “opposition to any form of
civilian targeting and the loss of
innocent lives” and expressed
Riyadh’s “unwavering stance in
standing up for the Palestinian
cause”.

People carry a coffin, as friends and family mourn the victim of a Hamas rocket attack in the
Israel-Arab village of Abu Ghosh, Israel, on Saturday. Reutres

Australia rejects

UK police urge public to

Indigenous
referendum

REUTERS
SYDNEY,OCTOBER 14

AUSTRALIA ON Saturday deci-
sively rejected a proposal to
recognise Indigenous people in
the constitution, in a major set-
back to the country's efforts for
reconciliation with its First
Peoples.

Australians had to vote "Yes"
or "No" in the referendum, the
firstin almost a quarter of a cen-
tury, on the question of whether
toalter the constitution to recog-
nise Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Island people through the cre-
ation of an Indigenous advisory
body, the "Voice to Parliament".

Nationwide, with almost 70%
of the vote counted, the "No" vote
led "Yes" 60% to 40%. Australian
broadcaster ABC and other TV
networks have projected that a
majority of voters in all six of
Australia's states would vote
against altering the 122-year-old
constitution.

A successful referendum re-
quires at least four of the six to
vote in favour, along with a na-
tional majority.

ISRAEL ="

B PALESTINE

TorAL DEAD

1,300+

2,200

people were killed in the people have been
Hamas attackon killed, including 724
civilians in Israel's children and 458
border cities women, in Gaza strip
TOTAL INJURED
1,000+ 10,000+
JOURNALIST KILLED
M Reuters videographer M Abdallah waskilled on
Issam Abdallah who was Friday evening near the
killed in Israeli shelling village of Alma al-Shaab
of southern Lebanon, in south Lebanon when
was laid to rest in his anIsraeli shell landed ona
hometown on Saturday gathering of journalists

M Lebanon’s Foreign Ministry asked Beirut’s mission to the
UN to file a complaint against Israel over Friday’s shelling
calling it a “a crime against freedom of opinion and press”

LEADERSPEAK

None of us want to see suffering by
civilians on any side, whether it’s in
Israel, whether it’s in Gaza, whether
it'sanywhere else”

ANTONY BLINKEN, US SECRETARY OF STATE
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IMAGICAA, IKEA STEP UP F&B SALES; INDIGO’S FOOD BIZ TRUMPS RESTAURANT CHAINS

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

EIGHT MILLION meatballs, four
million baked samosas, dal
makhani and biryani. Thatis the
amount of food IKEA India’s
restaurants have sold since the
Swedish furniture retailer
opened its first store in 2018. In
line with IKEA's business strat-
egy globally, food and beverage
(F&B) is an essential comple-
mentary addition to its core
business of selling ready-to-as-
semble furniture in India too.

IKEA is not alone in generat-
ing a healthy F&B revenue
stream, which is now an appetis-
ing non-core diversification for
companies across various non-
food sectors, including airlines,
cinemas and theme park opera-
tors.

PVR Cinemas, the country's
largest multiplex operator,
earned Rs 1,145 crore from the
sale of F&B in its multiplexes in
FY23, exceeding the entire oper-
ational revenue of Pizza Hut and
Barbeque Nation, which was Rs
700 crore and Rs 1,074 crore re-
spectively. During the same pe-
riod, IndiGo raked in Rs 766 crore
from in-flight sales, primarily
from F&B sales.

Since F&B sales are the pri-
mary drivers of India’s consump-

PVR Cinemas, the country's largest multiplex operator, earned
Rs 1,145 crore from the sale of F&B in its multiplexes in FY23. File

O

PVR

11,145 (32%) |
Imagicaa 60 (24%)
IndiGo

sales; Figures in Rs Crore

OPERATING REVENUE FORFY23

1,878(53%) . 536(15%) | 3,559
166~ (66%) '
| 766* (1.4%) : 48,174 (88.5%) : 5,506 (10.1%) | 54,446

~includes park entry fees, hotel revenue, *IndiGo classifies it as “in-flight”

g
i o

25(10%) | 251

tion growth, especially after the
post-Covid reopening of the
economy, companies with core
non-F&B businesses are looking
to buttress their F&B verticals in
the pursuit of better customer
experience and improved profit
margins.

PVR Cinemas, which merged
with INOX Leisure in February

this year, reported anincrease in
its F&B revenue share to 32 per
cent in FY23 from 27.8 per cent
in FY19. INOX’s F&B revenue
share in FY22 was 27.3 per cent
compared to PVR’s 31.4 per cent.

Earlier this year, company of-
ficials had indicated that PVR
plans to boost its F&B revenue
share to 35 per cent of total oper-

India continues to be fastest
egrowing large economy despite
global slowdowns: Sitharaman

5
F
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ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

DESPITE THE global economic
slowdown, finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday said India continues to
be the fastest growing large
economy.

Speaking at the breakfast
meeting of the IMF Board of
Governors on the theme of
“Dialogue on Policy Challenges”
in Marrakech, Morocco,
Sitharaman emphasised that a
coordinated response of the
global community will foster
multilateralism in the spirit of
‘One Earth, One Family, One
Future’.

“The union finance minister
expressed concern with regard
toaslowdown in global growth.
However, India continues to be
the fastest growing large econ-
omy with growth at 7.8 per cent
during Q1 of FY 2023-24,” the
finance ministry said on X.

Sitharaman had earlier said
that domestic consumption and
investment demand will drive
economic growth, but inflation-
ary pressures may remain ele-
vated warranting greater vigi-
lance by the government and
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

The finance ministry and the
RBI have projected India’s eco-
nomic growth to be around 6.5
per cent in FY24 compared with
7.2 per cent in FY23.

— BRIEFLY —

IBM Indiamulls
upgrading
Kochi Software
| ab

Kochi:IBM Indiais aiming to
make its Kochi software lab
an important Indian centre
to augment development
and delivery of next genera-
tion software portfolio and
cloud offerings, a top com-
pany official said on
Saturday. ENS

D-Mart Q2 net
profitdown 9%

Mumbai: Avenue
Supermarts Ltd, which
ownsand operates the retail
chain D-Mart, on Saturday
reported a 9.09 per cent fall
in consolidated net profit at
Rs 623.35 crore for the sec-
ond quarter ended
September 30. PTI

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman at the Plenary
Meeting of the IMFC in Marrakech, Morocco. @FinMinindia

Earlier this week, the
International Monetary Fund
raised its economic growth
forecast for India from 6.1 per
cent to 6.3 per cent for the cur-
rent financial year. It has pro-
jected that the global growth
will slowdown from 3.5 per
cent in 2022 to 3 per cent this
year. This remains well below
the historical average.

Sitharaman noted the esca-
lating global debt vulnerabili-
ties and the importance of
Global Sovereign Debt
Roundtable would foster coop-
eration on debt issues and re-
forms in IMF policy to engage
with members in debt distress.
Under India’s G20 Presidency in
2023, G20 has called for swift
conclusion of debt resolution
for Ghana, Zambia Ethiopia and

Venture
Highway sells
1.5% stake in
Meesho

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

SEED FUND Venture Highway has
sold 1.5 per cent of its stake in e-
commerce firm Meesho atan es-
timated valuation of about $3.5
billion, making a stellar 50-times
return. Venture Highways in a
statement said that it recently
concluded a secondary sale of its
part stake in Meesho to
WestBridge Capital.

“The transaction resulted ina
return of over 50 times to VH for
itsinvestment fromits 1stvintage
fund into the company,” VH said
in a statement.

According to sources, VH sold
its 1.5 per cent stake in Meesho at
an enterprise valuation of about
$3.5 billion. VH did not comment
on the amount raised or enter-
prise valuation at which the sale
was conducted.
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Sri Lanka.

Sitharaman also reiterated
commitment to a strong, quota-
based and adequately re-
sourced IMF at the centre of the
global financial safety net, and
climate action on the principles
of common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective
capabilities.

India is supportive of timely
completion of the 16th General
Review of Quotas (GRQ) in IMF
to strengthen the Global
Financial Safety Net.

The GRQ by December 2023
is expected to address the long-
delayed realignment of IMF
members’ quota shares, which
was last undertaken in 2008, to
increase the voice of the emerg-
ing market and developing
economies such as India. FE

F&B sales stepped up, PVR’s food
revenue is more than PizzaHut’s

ating revenue. For comparison,
AMC Theatres, the largest chain
of cinemas in North America,
had an F&B revenue share of 33.6
per cent in 2022. PVR-INOX did
not respond when asked for
comments. In absolute terms,
PVR’s F&B revenue stood at Rs
1,145 crore in the latest fiscal
year, a threefold increase from
the year before when it was Rs
381 crore. “Growth in F&B spend
per head was driven by increase
in consumption at cinemas and
commodity-linked price infla-
tion,” the company notes in its
latest annual report.

Asrecently as last week, PVR-
INOX tied up with Costa Coffee
to offer coffee and related bever-
ages in its theatres. Currently,
Costa Coffee operates 112 stores
inIndia, with an operational rev-
enue of Rs 102 crore. PVR also
sells F&B products outside of
theatres through its subsidiary
ZeaMaize Private Limited, which
clockedinRs 49 crorein FY23 by
selling under its brand name,
4700BC.

Globally, IKEA generates F&B
revenue worth over $2.5 billion.
In each of its three India stores -
- the first of which opened in
Hyderabad in 2018 -- IKEA oper-
ates 1,000-seater restaurants
with offerings starting from Rs
30.

Ankit Ghai, IKEA India’s

Country Food Manager, said,
“Our 1,000-seater restaurants,
across our stores in Bangalore,
Mumbai, and Hyderabad, are
among the largest in the coun-
try. We have sold 8 million meat-
balls since our first store open-
ing as well as 4 million baked
samosas, dal makhani, and
biryani.”

IndiGo’s revenue from in-
flight sales, primarily F&B, ex-
ceeded Pizza Hut's operating
revenue by Rs 66 crore in FY23.
Pizza Hut, a restaurant chain
with over 500 outlets across
India, clocked Rs 700 crore in the
latest financial year against
IndiGo’s F&B revenue of Rs 766
crore, which accounts for only
1.4 per cent of its total operating
revenue of Rs 54,446 crore.

As IndiGo ran almost 6 lakh
flights using 304 aircraft during
FY23, the average F&B revenue
generated per aircraft stands at
Rs 2.5 crore. In comparison, av-
erage revenue generated per
Pizza Hut outlet stands at Rs 1.4
crore. While IndiGo did not share
segment-wise gross margins in
its financial statement, Pizza
Hut’s margins were reported at
74.4 per cent, amounting to a
gross profit of Rs 520 crore.
IndiGo did not respond when
asked for comments.
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CrubpeE WATCH
OIL SURGES NEARLY 6%

Oil prices leapt nearly 6% on Friday, with Brent posting its highest
weekly gain since February, as investors priced in the possibility
that the conflict in the Middle East could widen as Israel began
ground raids inside the Gaza Strip. REUTERS

HAVE DECLINED TO $584.742 BILLION

Forex reserves fall $14.15 bn in
last one month on valuation
impact, RBI intervention

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

COUNTRY'’S FOREIGN exchange
reserves have declined by $14.154
billion in almost one month due
to valuation loss and the Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) intervention
in the currency spot market to
curb the fall in the rupee against
the dollar.

From $598.897 billion as of
September 1, the foreign exchange
reserves have dipped to $584.742
billion, the lowest in more than
five months, on October 6, the RBI
data showed.

During the period, the Foreign
Currency Assets (FCA), a major
component of the overall forex re-
serves, have fallen by $11.162 bil-
lion and the valuation of gold re-
serves has reduced by $2.633
billion.

“The fall in (forex) reserves is
because of selling of dollars by the
RBI to support the rupee and also
because of the impact on valua-
tion as the dollar has strength-
ened,” said Anindya Banerjee, Vice
President (Currency Derivatives &
Interest Rate Derivatives) at Kotak
Securities Ltd.

The rupee has depreciated as
the strengthening of the dollarin-
dex and hardening of US bond
yields have triggered outflows
from India.

“The US Fed is consistently

‘Unsold housing stock dips
in September quarter’

Unsold housing stock fell 3 per cent in nine major cities, as

per PropEquity report

JULY-SEPTEMBER PERIOD
2023 5 2022
9,08,464 units 9,26,497 units

'HOUSINGSALES |  NEW SUPPLY

115904units | 97,87units
UNSOLD HOUSING STOCK:
INCREASE

Hyderabad . 1,053,240 units
Bengaluru . 54,404 units
Navi Mumbai 34,983 units
DECLINE

Thane : 1,04,959units
Pune 71,220 units
Delhi-NCR 37,356 units
Chennai 20,048 units
Kolkata 19,112 units

M Thedataincludes apartments,
independent floors and villas/row
houses. Source: PropEquity/PTI

While this upward trend in capital values is attracting investors to India's key real estate
markets, there is reduction in unsold housing stock”

SAMIR JASUJA, FOUNDER & CEO OF PROPEQUITY

The Foreign Currency Assets
have fallen by $11.1 billion. File

maintaining thatinterestrates are
likely to be higher for longer,
which is driving the US bond
yields higher. The dollar index is
staying strong and is well above
106 levels. This is something
whichis strengthening the US dol-
lar,” said Dipti Chitale, Director,
Mecklai Financial Services Pvt. Ltd,
aconsulting company focusing on
treasury risk management.

Last week, RBI Deputy
Governor Michael Patra said the
movements in the reserves are
more or less due to valuation
change rather than a durable fall.

“Ifyouknock out the valuation
changes as we doin the balance of
payments (BoP), you will see there
is an increase of $24 billion (in
forexreserves)inaquarter,” Patra
said ina press conference after the
October monetary policy an-
nouncement.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Foreign exchange reservesare
maintained as a multi-currency
portfolio comprising major cur-
rencies such as the USdollar, Euro,
Pound sterling, and Japanese yen,
among others, but are valued in
terms of US dollars. When the dol-
lar strengthens, the valuation of
other currencies vis-a-vis the US
currency declines, leading toano-
tional fall in the overall forex re-
serves position.

The RBI also keeps the forex re-
servesin the dollar-denominated
assets like the 10-year benchmark
securities of the US and UK.

Since the yield of the 10-year
bonds has risen in the last few
weeks, it has impacted the coun-
try’s foreign exchange reserves.

The rupee depreciated from
82.689 against the dollar on
September 1 t0 83.118 on October
6. The domestic currency depre-
ciated to an all-time low of 83.22
on September 7.

After remaining net buyer of
domestic equities in the first five
months of fiscal 2024, foreign
portfolio investors (FPI) net sold
Rs 14,768 crore of local shares in
September. Overseas investors
sold Rs 9784 crore of domestic
shares till October 13.

Due to higher outflows, the
RBI had to sell dollars to prevent
the rupee from fallingtoanew all-
time high, forex market partici-
pants said. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

ESIC added 19.42 lakh
new subscribers in
August 2023

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

THE EMPLOYEES' State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) added 19.42
lakh new subscribers in August,
according to provisional payroll
data.

"The provisional payroll data
of ESIC reveals that 19.42 lakh
new employees have beenadded
in the month of August, 2023,"
the Ministry of Labour &
Employment said in a statement
on Friday.

According to the data, around
24,849 new establishments have
been registered and brought un-
der the social security umbrella
of the Employees' State Insurance
Corporation in the month of

August, 2023, thus ensuring more
coverage.

Data revealed that more jobs
have been generated for the
youth of the nation, as out of the
total 19.42 lakh employees added
during the month, 9.22 lakh em-
ployees up to the age group of 25
years constitute new registra-
tions, which is 47.48 per cent of
the total employees.

Gender-wise analysis of pay-
roll data indicates that net enrol-
ment of female members has
been 3.73 lakh in August, 2023.

The data shows thatatotal 75
transgender employees have also
got registered under ESI Scheme
in the month of August, 2023.

It shows that ESIC is commit-
ted todeliver its benefits to every
section of the society, it stated.

Another X6,384-cr tax notice to casino firm Delta Corp

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 14

CASINO OPERATOR Delta Corp
subsidiary Deltatech Gaming
has received a tax shortfall no-
tice from Goods and Services
Tax (GST) authorities worth Rs
6,384 crore, the company in-
formed the exchanges on
Saturday.

Deltatech Gaming, formerly
Gaussian Networks, operates
several online gaming apps

such as Adda52,Adda52Games
and Adda52Rummy.

With the recent tax notice,
Delta Corp’s total tax shortfall
liability stands at Rs 23,206
crore. On September 22, the
company had received a GST li-
ability notice of Rs 11,140 crore,
and its three subsidiaries —
Casino Deltin Denzong,
Highstreet Cruises, and Delta
Pleasure Cruise — received no-
tice worth Rs 5,682 crore.

The amounts claimed in the
notice sent to Delta Gaming are

inter alia based on the gross bet
value of all games played dur-
ing the relevant period (July
2017-November 2022), its par-
ent company said in an ex-
change filing.

“Demand of GST on gross
bet value, rather than gross rake
amount, has been an industry
issue and various representa-
tions have already been made
to the government at an indus-
try level in relation to this is-
sue,” it said.

In the recent months, online

gaming firms such as Delta
Corp, Dream Sports (parent of
Dream 11), Games24x7, Head
Digital Works, and GamesKraft
have jointly received a GST pay-
ment demand of over Rs 1.1 tril-
lion since August 2017 till June
2022, according to industry
sources. This is almost five
times the collective revenue of
these companies between FY19
and FY22, which comes to Rs
20,929 crore.

The huge tax burden is a re-
sult of a difference in interpreta-

tion of tax laws. Till recently, on-
line gaming firms had been
paying 18 per cent GST on the
platform fee — the commission
they charge participants enter-
ing a game. They had also been
differentiating between games
of chance and skill.

The government has, how-
ever, maintained that the GST
rate on gaming was always 28
per cent on the full face value,
and there is no distinction be-
tween games of chance and
skill. FE

Revival mode: Why are corporate revenues seeing a
pick up after four sluggish quarters and will this sustain?

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

AFTER SEEING moderation for
four consecutive quarters, the
pace of revenue growth of
Indian corporates is estimated
to have picked up in July-
September quarter. India Inc is
likely to have clocked a revenue
growth of 8-10 per cent on a
year-on-year basis in the sec-
ond quarter, a Crisil report said.
Consumer discretionary prod-
ucts and services and construc-
tion-linked sectors may have
registered a higher growth.

How is Indian corporate
revenue growth projected
for Q2?

Revenue of Indian corpo-
rates is estimated to have grown
8-10 per cent on-year in the
September quarter, marking the
first such improvement in the
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Within the consumer discretionary products segment, retail
kept its momentum, growing 16-18 per cent. Reuters

pace of growth after four quar-
ters, a Crisil Market Intelligence
and Analytics (MI&A) Research
report said.

On a sequential basis, rev-
enue is estimated to have risen
150-200 basis points (bps) in
the July-September quarter.
One basis point is one-hun-
dredth of a percentage point.

Crisil’s estimates are based

on an analysis of more than 300
companies, excluding financial
services and oil and gas sectors.
Of the 47 sectors Crisil MI&A
Research tracks, nine, account-
ing for more than 70 per cent of
overall revenue, saw a pickup in
on-year growth.

The report said operating
profitability likely expanded by
a smart 200-300 bps on-year

during the second quarter.
Subsequently, overall earnings
before interest, tax, deprecia-
tion and amortisation (Ebitda)
margin for nearly 350 compa-
nies is estimated at 20-22 per
cent during the first
half of this fiscal, up
from around 18 per
cent a year ago.

EXPLAINED

Which sectors are

Truant monsoon proved to
be a silver lining as there were
fewer interruptions in construc-
tion activity, thereby support-
ing volume growth even during
aseasonally lean period, he said.

The automobile sec-
tor registered a growth
of 12-14 per cent,
driven by three sub-
segments — commer-
® cial vehicles, passenger

—_

expected to show
higher revenue growth?

Growth in revenue in Q2
FY2024 was largely skewed to-
wards consumer discretionary
products and services, where
automobiles and the retail sec-
tor led the pack, and construc-
tion-linked sectors, where com-
panies accrued benefits froman
early deployment of capital ex-
penditure by the roads and rail-
ways ministries, said Aniket
Dani, Director- Research, CRISIL
MI&RA.

vehicles and two-
wheelers.

The growth was steered by
a20-25 per cent pick-up in pas-
senger vehicles due to healthy
demand sentiment, supported
by new model launches, sup-
ply-chain improvement and
more variety in product portfo-
lio.

Within the consumer dis-
cretionary products segment,
retail kept its momentum,
growing 16-18 per cent. Led by
a 19-21 per cent growth in me-

dia and entertainment and
around 20 per cent in the hos-
pitality segment, comprising
airline services and hotels, the
consumer discretionary serv-
ices vertical likely grew 13-15
per cent on-year.

The construction-linked
segment was supported by the
cement, steel products, roads
and highways, and construction
sectors. Cement companies
likely recorded a 13-15 per cent
growth backed by a 12-14 per
cent volume growth over the
year-ago quarter’s low base and
lower impact of rains on con-
struction activities thanks to El
Nino, the Crisil report said.
Steady domestic demand con-
tributed to the 8-10 per cent
growth in revenue of steel prod-
ucts. However, muted global
demand restricted export
growth to 2-4 per cent.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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WICKETS IN WORDS

How Rohit planned

Pakistan’s downfall

WHILE IT was the Indian bowlers
who were seen leading the assault
over Pakistan, behind-the-scenes
it was the team's key batsmen —
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli —
who had played a big role in the
downfall of their arch rivals in the
key game of the World Cup.

Even Pakistan's cricket director
Mickey Arthur would later say
“India executed plans really well”. A
close scrutiny of Pakistan's
dismissals and the voices of the
day's key bowlers prove this.

Rohit and Virat’s role

"Whatever information you get
from a senior player it helps the
whole team; it is meant for the
whole team not just one player.
Because when the team wins, not
just one person, the whole team
wins the World Cup. So, if everyone
shares their experience, it is helpful
for the team,” Siraj said.

LBW trap for Shafique

"Shafique’s wicket was a plan
because I had spoken to Rohit bhai.
I had bowled a bouncer to him
before but he got stuck in the
middle,” Siraj said. “He thought I
was going to bowl a bouncer again.
He was on the backfoot and I
pitched the ball up.”

Siraj’s cross-seam tactics

“I started from 3rd over. Because in
the end, there could have been
chances of reverse. Also by bowling
cross seam sometimes the ball
stays low and sometimes there is
extra bounce.”

Bumrah’s reverse swing

“I like to read the wickets and try a
lot of options. (Rizwan wicket) I
saw Jaddu's ball was turning. I
count on my slower ball as a
spinner's slower ball. There was a
little phase in there when there was
reverse swing. (Shadab wicket) It
was an outswinger. The reverse
swing was happening.”

Siraj’s second spell

"Yes, because when their
partnership was going well, when I
was called for bowling, I had a plan
to take a wicket here, and it would
be very helpful for the team.
Because if we break the
partnership, then the new batsman
will come and we will put pressure
on him and put a dot ball. So, my
only aim was to take a wicket there
and I got that wicket.”

Extra over for Kuldeep

"Captain and KL had spoken to each
other and both felt that I should
bowl one extra over," Kuldeep said.
"So that one over was important
and in that over I got the wicket.”

Kuldeep’s unplanned scalp

"It wasn't planned. Plan was that if
[ bowl the wrong one, it should
land on the wicket. It landed a bit
wide, length thoda peecha tha, so
he didn't have the room to sweep.
It was a lucky wicket for me
obviously, batsmen were facing
pressure because they weren't
able to read the ball from the
hand,” Kuldeep said.

DEVENDRA PANDEY

SRIRAMVEERA
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 14

WHEN SHARDUL Thakur’s face flashed on the
big screen before the game, a gentle murmur
rippled through the crowd. From then on, the
game knotted into one question: In the ab-
sence of R Ashwin, what would be the plan of
Kuldeep Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja in the mid-
dle overs on a slightly sluggish pitch, which
was going to determine the fate of the game?

It crystallised on the second ball of Jadeja’s
first over when the umpire upheld a stirring
Ibw appeal that Mohammad Rizwan had it
reversed through DRS. The main aim, almost
the sole target for the majority, of the Indian
spinners was the Ibw trap against Pakistan
batsmen on aslightly sluggish track. None of
thejazz about teasing flight and loop; noreal
attempt to get the short cover fielder involved
for a mistimed drive with a vicious dipping
ball; no need for the slip fielder to check his vi-
sion and hand-eye coordination for a reflex
catch from a ripping turner.

It all came down to the Ibw. Such was the
pitch. New Zealand had already shown what
was to be done here under the sun-baked
pitch in the opening game of the World Cup.
Choke the middle overs with stumps-to-
stumps deliveries, let the pitch suck out the
fizz and skid the ball on to the stumps.

epaper..ne'ss.t:nm
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PAKISTAN PAY THE PRICE FOR A COLOSSAL COLLAPSE

Pakistan were cruising at 155/2 in the 30th over but lost eight wickets for 36 runs to be bowled out for 191 in 42.5 overs

Scoring shots and wickets

TODAY’S MATCH

England vs Afghanistan, 2pm
Live on Star Sports network

W (29.4 Ovs) Babar b Siraj ' 155/3 @ 1(29.5) @ 1(30.2) @ 2(311) @ 1(314) @ 1(31.5) @ 1(31.6) ® W(32.2)Shakeel IbwKuldeep 162/4 © 4(32.4) © W(32.6)Iftikhar b Kuldeep ' 166/5 @ 1(33.4)
1(33.5) @ W(33.6)RizwanbBumrah | 168/6 @ 1(34.2) @ 1(34.5) © 1(351) ® W(35.2)ShadabbBumrah 171/7 © 1(35.6) ® 1(36.2) ® 1(36.6) @ 1Ib(371) ® 1w(375) @ 1(381) © 4(38.3)
1(38.6) @ 4(39.1) @ 1(39.2 @ W(39.6) Nawaz c BumrahbPandya ' 187/8 © W (40.1) Hasan AlicGill bJadeja 187/9 @ 2(40.5) @ 1(41.6) @ 1(424) © W(42.5)Rauflbw Jadeja  191/10

The bedazzling brilliance of Rohit

Sharma was typically easy on the eye against Pak, obscuring the hard work that has gone into his game

SRIRAM VEERA
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 14

AS THE sun went down, the world’s biggest
cricket stadium was lit up not just by flood-
lights or the flash cameras from over one
lakh smartphones in the stands. It was fu-
eled by Rohit Sharma’s bedazzling brilliance.
Pakistan were blinded, the fans, who have
come from across the country in flights, spe-
cial trains, G-paying exorbitant amounts to
hotels, were wowed as India cantered to a
seven-wicket win.

Of all the splendorous maximums, a
lofted straight six off Haris Rauf stood out
for its gorgeous violence. It's the weirdest
thing to note about an opening batsman, but
Rohit Sharma has the most delightful lofted
straight drive in the world. The lingering vi-
sual is how the shot ends: hands gliding
through the line and flicking up as if he had
picked his daughter and tossed her gently
in the air as fathers do.

Nothing he told recently to The Indian
Express came easily. He admitted that pretty
early in his life, he knew he had the ‘talent’
and a game that’s easy on the eye, but also
knew it's a meaningless word without per-
formance.

He says he made two crucial tweaks to
his batting - on his own, without any help
from anyone. The first came early in the in-
ternational arena when he decided to stop
tapping his bat in the crease. It’s a sight that
many might have forgotten, but Rohit would
crouch and go tap, tap tap.

The front leg would trespass across into
areas of trouble, exposing him to a couple of
huge problems: the awry balance meant he
was getting squared up for the away-going
deliveries, and also falling over triggering an
Ibw threat to nipbackers. As an opener in
white-ball, he couldn’t have either of the
two problems, especially from the away-go-
ing sorties.

Thinker, analyst

His solution to the twin problem was to
stand with a raised-bat at stance. “No one
told me, it was my creation. I figured that out
when I began to open the batting. I thought
keeping the bat up gives me an opportunity
to be in a good position to leave balls first. I
was batting at number 5, where I didn't get
the opportunity to leave the ball. So even at
nets, [ was only practising constantly to hit
the ball. Even in Ranji Trophy [ used to bat at
4-5, and had trained myself to be a middle
order batsman,” he told The Indian Express
before the World Cup.

“When I began to open, I thought about
what I could do. The first thing that came to
my mind was the ball will swing and the
guys will try to get you out behind the
stumps. LBW is also there. had to find a way
to keep out the good outswingers. I kept
thinking what can I do? Keeping the bat up
allowed me to be in a good position to leave
the ball.

Earlier, whenIused to keep my bat down
I always used to feel that I had to play this
ball. It was, what we batsmen call, a flow.”

England couldn’t handle; Pakistan never
looked like they could.

Jadeja’s first ball, the first of the 14th over,
actually turned sharply, raising visions of
Chennai, but neither Jadeja nor Kuldeep
Yadav were blinded by the illusion. They stuck
to the obvious pre-game plan. As soon as he
heard the first ball ripping into KL Rahul’s
gloves, Rizwan went for his chief jailbreak re-
sponse: the sweep. But Jadeja was ready with
the fuller delivery that crawled under the bat
but didn’t straighten enough to make the DRS
replay confirm his conviction that it was hit-
ting the stumps.

The beginning

But the Indian spin script began to flow
from then on. Jadeja would twitch with every
skidding delivery on the stumps, anticipat-
ing an awkwardly-angled defensive chop or
the injudicious sweep but Babar Azam and
surprisingly Rizwan, too kept the devil out for
a while. Rizwan began to punch with a
straight vertical bat. Azam, who can be a bit
iffy against the left-armers arm-balls, kept
pinging the V.

The crowd fanning themselves with pink
placards began to wait for the Pakistan roof
to develop cracks. Ice creams were sucked,
the odd “Jai Sriram” was shouted, the giggling
laughter that invariably followed such cries
ringed the arena, selfies were taken for ‘l was

Rohit Sharma scored 86 off 63 balls in silken fashion. Nirmal Harindran

The flow was buttery smooth on
Saturday, the hands that held the bat carry-
ing out his furious urges in a silken fashion.
But to doall this, he had to first curb that ex-
cessive flow that was getting out of control.
Watch him next time as the bowler is run-
ning in. Thud, thud thud - and he is still with
araised bat. Sometimes, as the bowler gets

close to the umpire, Sharma might flex his
knees, like a golfer. That's about it. And that's
why the bowlers most successful are the
ones who upset that balance at the crease,
making him over-‘flow’.

Thenin 2018 came the next change, trig-
gered by opening in Tests.

“It was in England I had to change my

How Kuldeep and Jadeja trapped Pakistan with their LBW plan
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India spinners Kuldeep Yadav (left) and
Ravindra Jadeja picked up two wickets
each against Pakistan on Saturday.
Nirmal Harindran/Reuters

there’ moments. And they waited.

Kuldeep didn’t get big turn but kept punc-
tuating his breaks with the squeezed-out an-
gler that went with the arm, threw in the oc-
casional googly, and Pakistan batsmen kept
pushing and prodding. The New Zealand vs
England game had also revealed another
facet: under lights, the ball comes on much
better and batting becomes easier. So
Pakistan can't afford to play out 20 overs of
spinin the middle overs. India had given them
an opening by not playing Ashwin - so, it was-

n’t 30 overs of potential chokehold- but still,
runs had to be got against the two spinners.
Rizwan was the first to stir. In the 23rd
over, he slog-swept Kuldeep for a four and
scooped the next ball to the fine-leg bound-
ary. But the ever-present Ibw always hovered.
In the 24th over, Jadeja almost skidded on to
Babar’s pads, but the bat jabbed down in
time; Jadeja brought down his half-raised
arms. Next over, Kuldeep had another Ibw ap-
peal against Babar after a failed sweep shot,
but the DRS upheld it as umpire’s call. The

Often, as it did on Saturdayj, it
seems he isn’t confronting a
ball speared at him rapidly that
can land in varying lengths. It’s
as if he is hitting a ball that lies
still at a spot.

grip alittle bit again to play very close to the
body. It was a very technical thing. I never
did it before; so it hurt your wrist. I thought
Jimmy Anderson was going to the ball, so
he was going to get me out. What has he
done all his life in the UK? What does he
look to do? I thought about it. We had 15
days to prepare.”

So he cocked up his wrist a touch that
ever-so slightly shifted his grip - “and it
pained! But now I could delay my down-
ward bat swing even more and not com-
mit myself like before. I could hold the bat
in line with the moving ball,” Rohit told this
newspaper.

Before England, he would move into the
ambit of Ricky Ponting at the Mumbai
Indians team in IPL - and he began to soak
up nuggets on batting,.

“He is such a legend and it was great to
talk about batting with him. They were
mostly on basics, but it was good to hear
from him - some things that validated what
I was doing, and some things to remember.
Balance is the key, really.”

“I had to figure out all these tweaks on
my own as I was clear that I shouldn't be ex-
pecting any help from anyone. The tough
times I saw when I wasn’t picked for the
2011 World Cup and during the couple of
bad tours that followed. I figured that it’s just
my own battle and just thought it through.”
The batting tweaks kicked in, the mental
side of it strengthened, and as he often says
these days, “solid preparation” puts himina
“happy space”.

He certainly seemed in happy space
when Shaheen Afridi curved his first ball full
and on the middle and leg line. No self-
doubts, no stutters - the bat rushed down
smoothly to fling the ball towards square-
leg boundary.

For a while now, Rohit Sharma has em-
braced minimalism in his batting. If the
length or the line demands it, he flexes his
upper body — stretches it, leans forward,
arches back, reaches across, and bends his
knees to do the needful. Rest, his still head
and the flowing hands take care. Nothing
twitches while at crease. The hands then
flow, the bat swings down, the hip swivels,
and he just creams through the line.

As if he was hitting a stationary ball.
That's the greatest visual trickery that Rohit
achieves. Often, as it did on Saturday, it seems
heisn’t confronting a ball speared at him rap-
idly that can land in varying lengths. It's as if
he is hitting a ball that lies still at a spot.

Be it the pull, the lofted straight drive -
it’s a unitary flowing sensuous movement.
The Rohit Sharma show never ceases to sa-
tiate the senses despite numerous re-runs.

Kuldeep didn’t get big turn but
kept punctuating his breaks
with the squeezed-out angler
that went with the arm, threw in
the occasional googly, and
Pakistan batsmen kept pushing
and prodding.

crowd sighed. The Indian spinners didn’t let
desperation kick in. The overs kept trickling
and when Mohammad Siraj knifed in the first
blow with a scrambled-skidder that baffled
Babar to crash into his stumps, Kuldeep
would deepen the wound with a double-
strike in the 33rd over.

The left-hander Saud Shakeel was a mute
witness to his own fall. The loopy ball had
landed on the leg and middle, but Shakeel had
frozen, and began his stumbling fall. He stut-
tered first, then worried about walking into
an Ibw trap, tried to remove his offending leg
out of the way as he began the press back, but
forgot to get the bat in the way. Trapped.

Iftikhar Ahmed should have known bet-
ter. He has the nous, the skill, the tempera-
ment to soak up the pressure, deflate the mo-
mentum with his doggedness, but it wasn’t

—— SCOREBOARD———

INDIA vs PAKISTAN
~NARENDRA MODI STADIUM, AHMEDABAD
Toss: Tndia elected to field

PAKISTAN

AShafique lbw b Siraj 20(24b)

IHaq c tRahulb Pandya 36 (38b)

B Azam b M Sirgj 50 (58b)
M Rizwan b Bumrah 49 (69b)

S Shakeel lbwb K Yadav 6(10b)
IAhmed b K Yadav 4 (4b)

S Khan bBumrah 2(3b)

M Nawaz c Bumrah b Pandya 4(14b)

HAlic Gillb Jadeja 12 (19b)

S Afridi not out 2(10b)

H Rauf |bw b Jadeja 2 (6b)

M Extras((b1,lb2,w1) 4

M Total 42.50v (RR: 4.45) 191

B FoW: 1-41 (Abdullah Shafique, 7.6 ov), 2-73
(Imam-ul-Hag, 12.3 ov), 3-155 (Babar Azam, 29.4
ov),4-162 (Saud Shakeel, 32.2 ov), 5-166 (Iftikhar
Ahmed, 32.6 ov), 6-168 (Mohammad Rizwan, 33.6
ov), 7-171(ShadabKhan, 35.2 ov), 8-187
(Mohammad Nawaz, 39.6 ov), 9-187 (Hasan All,
40.T0v),10-191 (Haris Rauf,42.50v)

M Bowling: Jasprit Bumrah 7-1-19-2, Mohammed
Siraj 8-0-50-2, Hardik Pandya 6-0-34-2, Kuldeep
Yadav 10-0-35-2, Ravindra Jadeja 9.5-0-38-2,
Shardul Thakur2-0-12-0.

INDIA

R Sharma c| Ahmed b S Afridi 86 (63b)
SGill c SKhanb S Afridi 16 (11b)
V Kohli ¢ M Nawaz b HAli 16 (18b)
Slyer notout 53 (62b)
KL Rahul not out 19 (29b)

M Extras (Ib1,w1) 2
M Total 30.30v (RR:6.29) 192/3
B FoW: 1-23 (Shubman Gill, 2.5 ov), 2-79 (Virat
Kohli, 9.5 ov), 3-156 (Rohit Sharma, 21.4 ov)

M Bowling: Shaheen Shah Afridi 6-0-36-2,
Hasan Ali 6-0-34-1, Mohammad Nawaz 8.3-0-
47-0, Haris Rauf 6-0-43-0, Shadab Khan 4-0-
31-0.

NUMBERPLATE ___

117

India won in 30.3 overs with 117
balls remaining. This is India’s fifth
biggest ever margininachase
against Pakistan in men’s ODIs

Itdidn't seemlikeanICC
event to be brutally honest. It
seemed like a bilateral series;
it seemed like a BCCl event. |
didn't hear Dil Dil Pakistan
coming through the
microphones too often.”

MICKEY ARTHUR
PAKISTAN TEAM DIRECTOR

thatkind of a day. The way he played the fifth
ball of the over was telling. It was a regular
Kuldeep ball that turned into the stumps, but
Iftikhar nearly made a meal out of it. He stut-
tered, then almost froze, before just about
comically producing an awkward stab to keep
the ball out of the danger area. Kuldeep
flashed a smile.

Inevitable Pakistani-ness

What followed next was a mix of in-
evitable Pakistani-ness and luck, bad or good
depending on the bias of the onlooker. Just
like Rizwan had done in Jadeja’s first over,
Iftikhar went for the almighty sweep shot off
the next ball. In moments of doubt and pres-
sure, Pakistani batsmen can suddenly start
mimicking the non-subcontinental batsmen
of going for the sweep shot. This was the goo-
gly, again not a surprise, but it was well out-
side the leg stump. Somehow, Iftikhar con-
trived to glove it back on to his stumps and
stood there dazed, unwilling to believe what
his ears and eyes told him.

The scenes of panic was enough for Jasprit
Bumrah to swoop in for the kill with a peachy
slower one, and a wicked leg cutter to stub
out any thoughts of late-order revival. But on
a pitch, where they had erred in the non-se-
lection of Ashwin, it was the Indian spinners
Kuldeep and Jadeja who started the rot and
owned the day.
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THE STREAK

India 8-0 Pakistan

Here’s a brieflook-back at
India’s 100% record against
Pakistan in the history of the
ICC Men'’s Cricket World
Cup, dating back to 1992.

Sydney, 4 Mar1992
INDIAWONBY 43 RUNS
POTM: SACHIN TENDULKAR

Bengaluru, 9 Mar 1996
INDIAWONBY 39 RUNS
POTM: NAVJOT SINGH SIDHU

Manchester 8 Jun 1999

INDIAWON 47 RUNS
POTM: VENKATESH PRASAD

Centurlon 1Mar 2003

INDIAWONBY 6 WICKETS
POTM: SACHIN TENDULKAR

Mohali, 30 Mar 2011

INDIAWONBY 29 RUNS
POTM: SACHIN TENDULKAR

Adelalde 15 Feb 2015

INDIAWONBY 76 RUNS
POTM: VIRAT KOHLI

Manchester,16 Jun2019

INDIAWONBY 89 RUNS
POTM: ROHIT SHARMA

Ahmedabad 14 Oct 2023

INDIAWONBY 7 WICKETS
POTM: JASPRIT BUMRAH

STANDINGS
- V AY,

Ind {330 0| 6 +1.821
NZ 3/3/0,0| 6 |+1.604
SA (220 0| 4 [+2.360
Pak {3 2|1 0| 4 |-0137
Eng|(2|1|1|0| 2 |+0.553
Ban|({3 | 1|2 0| 2 |-0.699
SL (2,02 0| 0 -1161
Ned({2 0|2 0| 0 [-1.800
Aus |2 1 0,2, 0| 0 |-1.846
Afg |12, 0(2,0]| 0 |-1.907

NZ skipper Williamson
fracturesleft thumb

Chennai: New
Zealand captain
Kane
Williamson has
been ruled out of
the team's
immediate
World Cup
matches witha
fractured thumb, but head coach
Gary Stead is optimistic the batter
will be back in action at some stage
of the tournament. After spending
nearly seven months on the
sidelines with a knee injury,
Williamson made 78 not out in his
return to action in the team's
comprehensive victory against
Bangladesh on Friday. The 33-year-
old, however, was struck by a throw
while running between the
wickets during the match, which
now makes him uncertain for the
tournament. REUTERS

Quicker spin, Bumrah masterclass, clever DRS

Cross-seamer does
the trick

The shockon
Abdullah
Shafique’s face
captured the
story. He was
looking to work
Mohammed
Siraj’s ball onto
the leg-side. He
had been feeding
leg-side dollies
throughout his
first spell. But this ball kept lower than
it was expected and blasted his pads.
But more than the surface playing
tricks too early it was the cross-
seamer that did the trick. Cross-
seamers when it hits the seam could
keep a bitlow and stop at the
batsmen. When it does not it could
skid on. The latter accounted for the
wicket of Shafique, who until that
moment was batting sweetly.

Sachin raves about

Babar's cover drive

Shardul Thakur
hadjust offered a
bit of room for
Babar Azam to
free his arms,
allowing him to
hit aregal cover-
drive. It delighted
one of the finest
executioners of
the stroke, Sachin
Tendulkar, making a guest-appearance
in the commentary box. “Look at the
new extension of the arms, lovely,” he
said. “Everyone talks of the top hand
when cover-driving”.The high-elbow
winking at the skies and all. “But the
bottom hand plays an equally
importantrole. Look how it goes in the
direction of the ball. Beautiful.” he said.

Rizwan gets crucial
review right

Fine margins
decide matters in
cricket -
especially when
teams are of
equal standard.
Mohammad
Rizwan, fresh
from a match-
winning hundred
in Pakistan’s
record-breaking
successful chase against Sri Lanka a
few days ago, managed to get an LBW
verdict overturned on review in
Ravindra Jadeja first over, when he
was fresh at the crease. There wasn’t
much in it, the ball-tracker predicting
that the delivery would have just
missed leg-stump. It was the 14th over
and if Pakistan would have gone three
down, the momentum would have
shifted totally towards India. But as it
turned out, the reprieve was followed
by a succession of productive overs for
Rizwan and Babar.

EMOTIONALROLLERCOASTER ~Aw—shw—ehp—adp

»

India pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah (right) embraces Pakistan’s left-arm quick Shaheen Afridi. Nirmal Harindran

Kuldeep holds faith in DRS, traps Shakeel leg before

The moment the ball pinged the pads
of Saud Shakeel, Kuldeep Yadav
appealed vociferously, backpedalling
and pleading at the umpire. The
umpire was unmoved. But Kuldeep
would not settle for anything but a
review. The wicket-keeper KL Rahul
was only mildly interested. But
Kuldeep was so confident that Rohit
Sharma had no other option but to
seek the review. It turned out to be an
inspired decision as the ball-tracker

Bowled over by Bumrah

One thought Bumrah couldn't get it any

zﬁ

showed three red dots. It seemed like
his slider, one that slid into Shakeel’s
pads after pitching. He then bowled a
horrendous short ball—it looked like a
ruse, drawing Iftikhar Ahmed into a
false sense of complacency—that was
thundered to the ropes. But on his last
ball, he slipped in a wrong’un that
Ahmed did not pick off his hands. He
unfurled a sweep, his one-stop stroke
when he is confused, and ended up
gloving the ball onto the stumps.

Rough end to glorious innings

better than that dismissal of Rizwan.
Hold my beer, says Bumrah as in the very
next over Shadab Khan was bowled with
an unplayable delivery. If Wasim Akram
was watching this, he would be
reminded of the two deliveries he sent
down in the 1992 World Cup final at the
MCG. The one to Shadab was angling in before it moved the
other way to take the off-stump. You need extreme luck to
survive such deliveries. There is nothing the batsman could
have done about it.

For all the exquisite boundaries he'd
laced this outing with, Rohit Sharma's
power knock comes to an end off one of
the ugliest plays from the day. Shaheen
Shah Afridi drops down the pace to 134
KPH, and the Indian skipper - looking to
loft it over mid wicket - is forced into a
one-handed drive to meet the length

ball. An audible gasp rings around the venue which was
eagerly awaiting an 8th ODI World Cup hundred from India’s
serial run scorer in the competition. Not to be today, but he's
certainly dialling it back to the 2019 self.

Jadeja -- India's
banker

Ravindra Jadejais
taken so much
for granted that
it'son therare
occasion when
he is taken for
runs that he
attracts
attention. Even
when he is not
running through
sides, he keeps a
tight lid on proceedings, which often
results in wickets at the other end.
And he doesn’t need a helpful pitch to
leave an impact on the game. Seven
overs for 29, when all indications
point towards a high-scoring contest,
is an invaluable contribution. Keeping
batsmen of the quality of Babar Azam
and Rizwan, when there’s not much
assistance from the surface, proves
the skill of the left-arm spinner.

Babar in dismay after

Siraj knocks him over

Babar Azam
looked in dismay
as his off stump
lay distributed
behind. Just
when India
would've been
looking to bring
Thakurin the
fray, Siraj does
what the former
is known for. A crucial wicket in the
middle overs against the run of play.
No alien movement on that as
opposed to the cross seamer that did
Abduallah Shafique. Perhaps it was
the pace that did him. It was the
dismissal that triggered Pakistan’s
dramatic collapse from 155-2 to 191
all out.

Rahul’s evolution as a

wicketkeeper

Very little has
been spoken
about how far
KL Rahul has
evolved intoa
wicketkeeper.
Nothing
illustrates it
more than his
foot movement
behind the
stumps. Since
coming back
from the quadriceps injury which
can be very tough on wicketkeepers,
Rahul doesn't crouch the old school
way against the seamers. He is
mostly squatting that gives more
time to move with the line of the
ball. That said, while keeping to
spinners, he has shown exceptional
reflexes and has become a very
trusted voice behind the stumps.
Rahul took the catch off Pandya’s
bowling to get the wicket of Imam-
ul Haq.

Stern English test awaits Afghanistan

TUSHARBHADURI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 14

ONE SWALLOW doesn’t make a summer,
and a convincing win over Bangladesh does-
n’t necessarily mean England are back to
their best. These are alien conditions for the
defending champions and they would be
better advised not to take anything for
granted, even if it’s a game against
Afghanistan on a Kotla pitch predicted to be
a belter.

England are one of the fancied sides in the
World Cup, though there may be some whis-
pers of it being a Dad’s Army, with more than
a few survivors from the successful 2019
campaign. Add to it the uncertainty sur-
rounding their talisman Ben Stokes and they
can't afford to put a foot wrong. Having lost
their opener against New Zealand - it was a
mauling, in fact - the margin of error from
them has gone down, even if it’s still early
days in the competition.

For a team based on taking no prisoners
with the bat, it’s actually the calmness that
Dawid Malan - who scored a ton against
Bangladesh - and Joe Root bring that could
be the deciding factor. Not that the duo scores
slowly, but their consistency is what makes
them different. Barring Root, who carried on
to play a substantial innings against the
Kiwis, they were much better against
Bangladesh at Dharamsala, even though they
would have hoped to finish the innings in a
much better fashion.

Dashers Harry Brook and Liam
Livingstone are yet to come to the party,
meaning it’s often the likes of Sam Curran
and Chris Woakes in the middle during the
death overs. Brook’s low returns have put the

Uncertainty still surrounds England talisman Ben Stokes’s availability. Reuters

Root, for one, is not underestimating
Sunday’s opposition, especially after having
a 1-1 record after two games.

"Every teamin this tournament poses dif-
ferent threats, you just have to be ready and
adaptable to combat that. They (Afghanistan)
obviously have got some world-class play-
ers. From my point of view we need to keep
getting better,” the star batsman said.

“This is another opportunity for us to
keep building the momentum and progres-
sion towards the business end of the tourna-
ment and making sure that we are where we
need to be at the backend of the tourna-
ment.”

Root came into the tournament short of
runs, but in the two games so far has shown
that big players like the big stage.

“I do enjoy playing cricket here in India. I
think it suits my game quite nicely. With the

spotlight on the prospects of Stokes making
acomeback to the playing XI. Root didn’t end
the suspense regarding the left-hander when
he addressed the media on the eve of the
game.

“Bency (Stokes) is getting better day by
day. He trained really well last night. He had
along bat and seems to be improving. So all
good signs ahead of tomorrow," he said.

"He has just got to be ready to play. You
all know a team with Ben (Stokes)initis a bit
stronger, but he has got to be fit to play. We'll
see whether it's tomorrow or the next game
or further down the line.”

The last time Stokes played for England,
he got the highest individual ODI score for
his country. But it remains to be seen if the
time he spent out of action will have any
bearing on him. Going by past record, Stokes
will be ready to go whenever he comes back.

World Cup round the corner, you try to find
a way to be in a position where you want to
be,” Root said.

Rashid’s weaker format?
When these two teams played at the last

World Athletics awaits
report on Delhi meet fiasco

MIHIR VASAVDA & AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 14

World Cup at Old Trafford, Eoin Morgan got
on asix-hitting spree in a big hundred, taking,
among others, Rashid Khan to the cleaners.
The star spinner is not as effective in the 50-
over format as he is in the 20-over one, and
the Kotla pitch and the small ground might
play into the hands of the big hitters in the
England line-up.

In any case, Rashid’s bowling is likely to
make a difference only if Afghanistan make
a decent fist of it with the bat. Skipper
Hashmatullah Shahidi and Azmatullah
Omarzai got runs and a century partnership
against India, but the likes of Rahmanullah
Gurbaz, Ibrahim Zadran and Rahmat Shah
can’t afford to stay without runs for too long,
if they are to avoid a third successive defeat
in the tournament.

“When you come into the tournament,
this is where you need to stand up and de-
liver. Soit's nice to contribute in the first cou-
ple of games. Hopefully look to carry that for-
ward, not just individually but collectively as
agroup.”

With the ball, England will be particularly
buoyed by the performance of tall left-arm
paceman Reece Topley, who rocked the
Bangladesh chase with three early wickets.
Woakes can make an impact early on with
the new ball but can go the journey later on
when the ball stops swinging. The spin duo
of Moeen Ali and Adil Rashid may not find
conditions in their favour, which puts Curran
in the spotlight. He is an impact player and
often makes things happen, both with bat
and ball.

WORLD ATHLETICS, the international gov-
erning body, is “awaiting with interest” the
report of the Athletics Federation of India's
(AFIT) probe committee into the incident at
the Delhi State Athletics Championship last
month, where most athletes fled the field
of play after the arrival of dope-testing of-
ficials.

Sebastian Coe, president of World
Athletics, said he has spoken to AFI officials
as well as the Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU),
a group formed to fight doping, after the
incident was brought to his attention.

“I am waiting for a report on that, as is
the AIU.Iwas trav-
elling at the end of
the season solam
waiting for a re-
port from the
Indian federation,”
Coe, who is in
Mumbai for the

International Olympic Committee Session,

told The Indian Express.

Asked if there’s any timeline for the re-
port to be submitted, Coe replied: “I don’t

know (by when).

“I spoke to the Indian federation imme-
diately afterwards and they said they were
in Hangzhou at the time (for the Asian

Games)... | will await the report.”

As reported by The Indian Express, the
sudden appearance of anti-doping officials
on the final day of the Delhi State Athletics
Championship, at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium in the capital on September 26,

H- l'nmﬂ-wﬂimm -uulmrnh u#.-lhlllllrr-m-|

resulted in mass withdrawal of athletes -
only one sprinter turned up for the men's
100 metres final; the Under-20 boys' 100-
metres final saw just three finalists; and
the Under-16 boys’ hammer throw too had
just one participant. The National Anti
Doping Agency (NADA) officials had
dropped in a day after a purported video
clip of the washroom at the stadium
showed piles of wused syringes.

Coe, a 1,500 metres double Olympic
gold medalist, said that “cheating is non-
negotiable” and is being taken “extremely
seriously”.

“People now recognise that we take it
extremely seriously, our testing systems
are sounder and more extensive than
they've ever been. We have spent more

than $8 million a
year on the AIU, so
’ people know we
are very serious
about maintaining
the highest repu-
tation. Cheating is
non-negotiable,”
Coe said, adding, “We will await the report
with interest”.

AFI chief Adille Sumariwalla said the
federation’s disciplinary committee,
headed by retired IPS officer B K Sinha, is
conducting the probe.

“The disciplinary committee is looking
into it. I have not interfered in the process
and do not know the current status,”
Sumariwalla said.

According to the World Anti-Doping
Agency's latest report, while Russia tops
the list of violations with over 100 cases,
India ranks second with 59 violations.
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History Holds Court

An exhibition spotlights the Imperial Durbars
of Delhi through paintings, photographs and
postcards of the time

Rinku Ghosh

ITA SAHA pirouettes and

jumps, like a bird taking

flight, while drumming up a

crescendo with her mallet.

Her fingers are almost invis-

ible as she swings her feath-
ered dhaak on her shoulder, matching her
feet to her own beats. “Eta te moja pai, sam-
mano pai, maayer aashirbado pai (1 have alot
of fun, get respect and blessings of the god-
dess whenIplay the barrel drums),” says the
35-year-old, looking up at the clay idol of the
goddess that’s awaiting a final coat of colour.
But Saha feels complete as one of the first
woman drummers of Bengal who are creat-
ing a new century of women dhaakis as per-
cussion artistes.

Today, they are called to perform as an
ensemble, from the old puja in the bylanes
of Kolkata’s Ahiritola to distant Atlanta. Anjali
Das, 38, is awaiting her passport for the next
big gig. “We were a family of limited means.
Now thatIam a professional dhaaki,1 canadd
to the family income and get to travel the
world,” she says. Both mothers — Saha has a
six-year-old daughter and Das has a 16-year-
old daughter — had reconciled to their hum-
drum existence. Their farmer husbands
would make just enough to get by. Nothing
really happened in their tucked away lives in
Maslandapur, a sleepy railway town in
Bengal’s North 24 Parganas district. But come
pujas and there would be a beeline from
Kolkata to hire the town’s notables, namely
the dhaakis, schooled by the legendary Gokul
Chandra Das. As the men spun around and
beat their drums while setting off for their
various destinations, Saha and Das would tap
their feet unconsciously. “Rhythmis a dancer,
itdoesn’'t need song or music. Everybody can
doit,” says Das, who can whirl like a dervish
for an hour. “In that moment, [ forget the
world, my conflicts and pain, I become some-
body else,” she adds.

Their foot-tapping did not go unnoticed
by Chandra, who has had many patrons from
Kolkata. Somewhat of a rebel, he was
groomed by tabla maestro Tanmoy Bose as
part of his project to mainstream the dhaak
beyond just being a folk musical instrument.
Bose included him as part of the Masters of
Percussion tour in the US in 2010, where he
played with Pandit Ravi Shankar and Zakir
Hussain. And it was while picking up a sax-
ophone for his son at a music shop that he
saw a woman, playing guitar, drums, flute
and saxophone altogether, a one-woman or-
chestra. “Iwas immediately reminded of the
multi-limbed Durga and wondered why |
wasn’t looking at women in my village to
play the dhaak, some of whom had grown
up with the sound of beats seeing their men
practise at home. Durpa pujarituals are en-
tirely dependent on women. So why leave
them out of a celebratory practice and puta
gender barrier?” asks Chandra.

The dhaaki traditionin Bengal began asa
seasonal performance by farmers in their
non-harvest period. It was an acquired skill
that was passed down from father to son and
pretty much stayed within the men in the
family. So when Chandra first started train-
ing the daughters in his family he met much
resistance. He then decided to hold dhaaki
hobby classes for women between the ages
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Many Lives of Cats

Pets have become influencers by creating a fan
base on social media and raking in money
through endorsements for their humans

DURGA’S STORIES

From conducting ceremonies to playing the drums, as Durga Puja begins later this
week, women leading from the front tell their stories

13 and 50. “I even reconceptualised the
dhaak, weighing under 5 kg, so that women
could carry it around easily, strapping it to
their shoulders,” he says.

In 2013, he started a training centre at the
courtyard of his home to create a safe space.
He held classes between 5 and 6 pm, which
allowed Saha and Das to wrap up most of
their chores for the day. “During board ex-
ams, we move up our classes by an hour so
that our children can have an undisturbed
study time,” says Saha. Apart from breaking
the gender barrier, Chandra has also shat-
tered the caste bias by opening doors to all
talent. “Drumming is an art and art is free-
flowing, it doesn’t choose a caste,” says Das.

A decade later, Chandra’s academy now
hosts several batches of students. Both Das’
and Saha’s daughters are enrolled here, too.
And once the women started getting paid for
their performance, acceptance from families
followed. “Though there were some reser-
vations about travelling to faraway places
and spending nights away from home, the
respect and awards we get and our financial
independence changed mindsets. Now our
husbands encourage us to travel. Mine tells
me to see the world through my work as we
cannot afford to do that on our own,” says
Saha, who is travelling in a group with Das
and two male drummers. They have each

ODETOJOY
(Top) Dhaakis Rita Saha (left) and Anjali Das in New Delhi; Nandini Bhowmik

other’s back, chat and bond over their beats.
They are the eternal music makers.

When Nandini Bhowmik, 63, took volun-

The Muse

tary retirement as a professor of Indology
and Sanskrit studies at Jadavpur University
to become a priest, nobody understood why.
But she had her reasons. She saw how her
students were drifting away from ritualistic
traditions because they could not relate to

them. She saw how young people were grad-
ually giving up on ceremonial weddings be-
cause most male Brahmin priests went
through the motions of chants and mantras
that made no sense to them. So, when it
came to her elder daughter’s wedding four
years ago, she decided that, being a scholarin
the subject, she would officiate as a priest
and revive the Vedic marriage ritual as it was
meant to be in the ancient texts, as areading
of vows by two people with Prakriti or na-
ture as witness.

“Rituals are part of the cultural conscious-
ness of every kind of puja in Bengal. But with-
out the interpretation of their significance
and adaptation to the times, they do not re-
main dynamic. Besides, priesthood has been
historically male-dominated and confined
to Brahmins. No wonder then that they be-
came a small entitled tribe that never felt the
need to reinvent for changing times. Our
Upanishads and Puranas are about bhakti,
not about ticking the boxes,” says Bhowmik,
who did another round of extensive research
before she began with social ceremonies re-
lated to weddings, memorial service
(shraadh),a baby’s first rice-eating ceremony
(onnoprashon) or house-warming (gri-
hapravesh). That was the first step as she
gradually took on patriarchy, beginning from
her marital home where there was much

scepticism. “Nowhere in the scriptures is the
mandate of priesthood assigned to menora
certain caste. A priest’srole is about dissem-
inating knowledge. And nowhere is men-
struation a barrier for worship, it is a natu-
ral cycle of life. Why else do devotees flock to
the Ambubachi Mela at Kamakhya Temple,
Guwabhati, which is the celebration of the
annual menstruation course of the goddess
and a fertility ritual?” she asks.

Questioning logic and countering biases
with scriptural reference, she has built her
own constituency. “Now the young couples
whom I have married off want me in every
social function,” says Bhowmik, who along
with four other women have set up
Suvamastu, an organisation of women
priests, who are known by their first name.
“A surname comes with a caste tag and in-
herent biases. We want to come from a space
of enlightenment, not darkness,” she says.

Over the last two years, Bhowmik has
also made her way into conducting Durga
puja, the ritualistic part of which was always
considered the most difficult part of Shakti
worship and considered to be the preserve
of Brahmin men. Now, she takes care of six
community pujas and has invitations com-
ing in from Delhi, the US and even
the Netherlands.

Bhowmik has brought about some
changes, interspersing her chants and prac-
tices with Bhakti sangeet, elevating the cere-
monies to a performance art that involves
everybody. “I match the scriptures with
songs written by Rabindranath Tagore and
Kazi Nazrul Islam, the latter probably having
the largest repertory of Bhakti sangeet and
lends to the emotional tide of the puja. So
every ritual becomes a musical perform-
ance,” she says.

Historically, the Brahmo Samaj, the
monotheistic sect of Hinduism that relied on
Upanishads and was set up by the reformer
Raja Rammohan Roy, had a few women
priests. But they worked within their groups
and not in the community. In that sense,
Bhowmick has made a giant stride
for women.

She has restored the seriousness of cer-
tain rituals like the Nabapatrika snan.
“Nobody understands why nine plants —
Banana, colocasia, turmeric, common sesban,
stone apple, pomegranate, asoca, arum and
paddy — are sanctified and given God-like
status with the idols. You need them in your
diet to keep away from infection and illnesses
as you prepare for the winter. Once you ex-
plain their relevance in practical life, people
getinterested in the ritual rather than passing
itover,” says Bhowmik. She has also restored
the worship of the swan and owl, the vahanas
or animal companions of goddesses
Saraswatiand Lakshmi. “Was it because they
represented goddesses? But I found no refer-
ences,” she says.

Bhowmik, on whom the 2020 film
Brahma Janen Gopon Kommoti is based, is
now working on including widows in sindoor
khela, where women smear each other with
vermillion on Dashami day. “Why glorify
married women only and remind those who
have lost their husbands of their grief? Ared
doton the forehead is Durga’s blessing, a sign
of cosmic energy, it is for everybody,” she
says, asking questions about conventions
that nobody did so far. “Priesthood is earned,
not given,” she adds.

A model for art
students in Kolkata gets
her own pandal

Sweety Kumari

AT JAGAT Mukherjee Park near Shyambazar
in north Kolkata, artists are giving final
touches to portraits that will adorn this year’s
puja pandal. After five decades of being a
model for students of the Government
College of Art and Craft (GCAC), one of India’s
oldest art colleges, Fulkumari Das or Fuldi,
will now have a pandal dedicated to her.
Many of the works will be painted by the art
college students.

Parimal Pal, an alumnus of GCAC who
came up with theidea, says, “Fuldi has made
a huge contribution in the lives of artists. Like
doctors practise and learn medical science
on a body, we artists learn from the models
who sit for us but unfortunately they don’t
get recognition. No one even knows them.
So I thought it would be great to introduce
her to people.”

In and around the art college though,
Fuldi needs no introduction. “Model didi!”,a
tea seller calls out. She responds with a smile.
Now 66, she was 15 when she came here
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from Murshidabad. She was looking for ajob
when an acquaintance suggested she model
for art students. “I joined as a teenager. For
anatomy studies, we were required to pose
nude but now in the era of social media you
have to be careful. So, for the past five years,
I have been posing fully dressed.”

The journey from Murshidabad to a pan-
dalin Kolkata has beenlong. “When I started,
[ was too young to understand anything.

KEY FIGURE

The Jagat Mukherjee
Park puja pandal that
features Fuldi, a
model of art college,

since 1974
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Gradually, I realised that students were fo-
cused on their drawing skills and not me. I
started loving my job as the students were
full of passion for art,” she says.

Rabi Mondal, a third-year student of the
college, says, “She helps us in studying the
human body. She has been very patient with
us as sketching takes time. Many artists who
used Fuldi for their art are big names now.”
Among the many she has posed for are

Chintamoni Kar, one of India’s foremost
modern sculptors, Subrata Gangopadhyay
and Ganesh Pyne. “I have never gone to
school, I am not literate but I am happy that
I have contributed to their success,” she says.
Many of the students have kept in touch with
her and helped her out when the Covid pan-
demic struck and she had no work.

When Fuldi started work in 1974, she was
paid Rs 6 a day and would pose for six to eight

New Delhi
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hours. Today, she gets Rs 1,000 a day. She
makes anything from Rs 5,000 to Rs 10,000
a month, depending on how many days she
gets called. Initially, many frowned upon her
choice of profession but she persisted. “I
don’t care about what people think. They
haven’'t seen my struggle and are not going to
pay my bills. Atleast]am not doing anything
unethical,” says Fuldi who lives in Kolkata
with her family.
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GREEN
MISSILES

The plum-
headed parakeet
nests in holes in
tree trunks and is
known to raid
guava trees

RANJIT LAL

Hide and Seek

Are smaller birds vanishing as competition for
property and food get fierce!

E'VE STARTED off what

scientists call the ‘sixth

great extinction event’

condemning thousands
of species of plants, insects, amphibians,
birds, mammals, fish and reptiles to a
forever farewell. For many of them we
know only too well the reasons why they
are in such dire straits — and, in so many
cases, are doing damn all about it. The
Great Indian Bustard, a truly magnificent
bird (and one which Salim Ali cannily
proposed be named the National Bird)
has been robbed of its habitat and is be-
ing made to blunder into live wires
strung across its airspace or get minced
by giant windmill propellers. They are
down to just around 100 birds they say;,
and we, of course, are only now scram-
bling to retrieve the situation.

The extinction of distant species
doesn’t really affect most of us, butit’sa
different matter when you see it happen
in your own little neck of the woods, and
can't for the life of you understand the
reason why. This particularly so, when
species which are close relatives of the

"Today, the ashy prinias have all but
vanished whereas the tailorbirds are

doing just fine

vanished one and with similar lifestyles,
seem to be thriving. In my neck of the
woods, for example, large grey babblers
have more or less vanished, while their
cousins, the jungle babblers are doing
just fine. Large greys used to hop around
under the trees, muttering ‘kay-kay-kay’
in their harsh undertones, their pale
eyes glaring. That other babbler — the
common babbler that used to drive my
dog nuts by its trilling, alarm-clock-like
whistle — has completely vanished.

It was reported recently that ashy
prinias (née ashy wren-warblers) were
one species that were actually doing
well in the Delhi region. Sure, l used to
see them skulking along the bottom of
the hedges quite frequently, uttering
their plaintive ‘tee-tee-tee’ calls, that in-
creased in urgency and volume if say
they had spotted cat. Once they even
nested in one of the flower beds, build-
ing an untidy-looking home, but softly
lined with spider silk in which three or
four peanut-like eggs were laid. Alas, a
crow discovered their home, devoured
their babies and then tore the nest loose
of its moorings, destroying it completely
(and reminding you of what bulldozers

do these days). Nothing daunted the
parents as they began constructing a
second nest in the next-door garden.

Now I've always associated ashy
prinias with tailorbirds — I've seen the
two together on many an occasion and
they seem to share pretty much the
same diet of insects and spiders. Today,
the ashy prinias have all but vanished,
whereas the tailorbirds are doing just
fine. So why has one gone AWOL while
the other seems to be doing okay?

Of the three parakeets found in
Delhi, the plum-headed (née blossom-
headed) was easily the most attractive
and charismatic. It was smaller than the
ubiquitous rose-ringed (or ring-necked)
parakeet and the larger more raucous
Alexandrine parakeet, which wears ma-
roon epaulettes on its wings. The plum-
headed parakeets would streak across
the skies whistling ‘tooi-tooi?’ as they
went past, like schoolboys gleefully
making off after making mischief. The
gents had deep plum-coloured heads
and papaya-coloured bills, the ladies
had grey heads and papaya-coloured
bills. Now all three
species of parakeet have
pretty similar habits:
They nestin holes in tree
trunks or boughs, they
will raid the guava trees
and the bottlebrush
whenit’s bloomingin
pin-drop silence. All
three seem to love
clowning on cable wires — somersault-
ing and hanging upside down and
checking out the scene from this angle.

Yet now, the plum-heads have all but
vanished — and I can’t remember the
last time I saw them streaking across the
heavens like green missiles. The other
two are doing fine. Had the competition
for property (and food) got so fierce that
the two larger species have simply
pushed out the smaller one? Had they
suddenly been declared to be illegal im-
migrants and been sent off to Rwanda?
(The UK is the last country in the world
that should be talking about immigra-
tion, considering their history!) So,
what’s going on?

Also more or less AWOL are the
chatty, somewhat earnest-looking pied
mynas. The common, Indian mynas, still
strut around like landlords, and have al-
ways made me think they are like
Delhizens. So, in some way, have Indian
mynas been responsible for the thinning
out of their cousins? To find out, we
need to get into nitty-gritty, down and
dirty, field research. All the above exam-
ples are just anecdotal. And anecdotes
sadly don’t cut it with science.
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An exhibition spotlights the Imperial Durbars of Delhi through paintings,
photographs and postcards of the time

Vandana Kalra

FTER Edward VII succeeded as

the British monarch following

the death of Queen Victoria in

1901, Lord Curzon, as the

Viceroy of India, organised a for-
mal proclamation for the accession to the title
before the princes and people of India. An
Imperial Assemblage had previously been
held in Delhi in 1877 as a visual announce-
ment of the British domination over India and
the investiture of the title of Kaiser-e-Hind on
Queen Victoria, but this time the grandeur was
far greater. The 1903 event had included a pro-
cession of 48 princes riding on elephants. The
procession was led by Curzon and his wife,
Mary, on the first elephant, followed by the
Duke and Duchess of Connaught on the sec-
ond elephant.

On view at DAG gallery in Delhi, a 1903
chromolithograph on paper documents this
procession. It is part of the exhibition “Delhi
Durbar: Empire, Display and the Possession
of History”, which closes on November 6.
Curated by historians Swapna Liddle and Rana
Safvi, the photographs and antiquities from
the DAG collection demonstrate “the trajec-
tory of Delhi within the British imperial imag-
ination”. Through the three grand durbars —
1877,1903 and 1911 — the narrative also
records the period and politics of the time.
“There is an effort made to present the mod-
ern Indian perspective... Alot has been written
about the durbar, but mainly from the impe-
rial lens. The durbars were primarily held to
legitimise and popularise colonial rule. There
was an evident appropriation of Mughal sym-
bols, from the use of the word durbar to the
architecture of the domes, jharoka darshan
and the elephant parades,” says Safvi.

So, before the grandeur of the durbars, vis-
itors are given a darshan of the great monu-
ments of Delhi, and the revolt of 1857 that
marked the end of the rule of the East India
Company, and the direct rule of the British
Crown in India. Covering one wall is a map of
Imperial Delhi from the 20th century that
shares the layout of the Capital that was to be
built at Raisina. “The British acknowledged
the importance of Delhi in the minds of peo-

Holding the Mirror Up

[ am what I am but I hope never to be a man too young to be smartly wise

AS I celebrate my 50th year on this planet, I
find myself showing the effects of aging.1am
ripening into who I ought to be. I see myself
becoming vociferous as I acquire courage to
be who I really am. I have become that age
where I am fit to be Suvir Saran.

Many years ago, I had to repeat sixth
grade. As I navigated being the ‘new kid’ in
class, I remember vividly the pain and hu-
miliation. Kids can be unkind and harsh with
one another, and we were no different. As a
young teen, I adopted coping mechanisms
— not all of them helpful — to deal with my
own frustrations and those heaped upon me
by others. By Grade XI or XII, I had made
peace with myself, but I was robbed of my
innocence for a good five years. I had ripened
into a cold teenager lost in his own world,
connected only to those he deemed fit for
him in his perfect world. I was young then,
but hardened and made older than my years
by circumstances.

Arriving in Manhattan at age 20, [ found
myself connected to a world with which I
had no shared history. I started breathing and
dancing freely and to an entirely new tune.
The visage [ saw in Manhattan mirrors didn’t
have the grit and grime I had gotten used to
seeing in Delhi and Bombay. I was older, yet
younger, and brimming with innocence. My
reflection in the mirror came with messages
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SLICEOF LIFE

Suvir Saran

Suvir Saran is a chef, author, educator
and world traveller

from my daring parents, and I had their as-
surances in my head encouraging me to be
bold and different.

Setting up home in America brought me
closer to relatives from my maternal side.

They helped settle me in this new nationand
nurtured me. I became close to my Nana and
Nani, my maternal grandparents, Chaman Lal
and Shanti Bhardwaj. When I briefly set up
home in Montclair, New Jersey, managing a
retail outlet of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, I was lucky to have them visit and stay
with me for a long duration. Although they
were up inage and seniors with health issues,
intheir actions and thinking, in how they be-
haved with one another and how they
opened themselves to my friends and co-
workers, [ saw two people bursting with peer-
lessly youthful energy. They were full of beans
and drive, gusto and vigour, vitality and zing,
bounce and dynamism, zip and verve that
even I couldn’t match.

Getting closer to Nana and Nani is the
most cherished blessing my move to the US
bestowed upon me. But my friendships with
senior citizens didn’t end with them. Soon
after my arrival in New York City, I started
meeting people of all ages, and most of my
friends were atleast one decade older than|,
if not several. Mary Ann Joulwan, my
Lebanese American friend, just celebrated
her 90th birthday recently and her youthful-
ness cannot be matched by a teenager. We
would spend several nights a week together
at one of our homes, cooking for and with
one another and bringing along loved ones to

ple, even during the decline of the Mughals.
There was an aura of power that surrounded
the city and people across the country saw it
as the Capital... The holding of the durbars in
Delhi is also to tell them that we are your fa-
miliar empire, with the same Capital that you
acknowledge. The 1911 transfer of the Capital
becomes a culmination to that narrative,”
says Liddle.

The exclusion of the average Indian is evi-
dent — both behind the cameraand alsoin the
audience at the durbars. While the 1903 dur-
bar had an amphitheatre in the shape of a

ROYALROAD

(From top) The
Coronation Durbar
of 1911; the Imperial
Durbar of 1903; the
1911 Durbar Railway
(narrow gauge at Tis

Hazari Station)

horseshoe to accommodate 16,000 invitees,
three times the number seated in 1877, it was
onlyin 1911 that provisions were made for the
general public. Held in the presence of the
monarchs, King George V and Queen Mary;, it
is here that the announcement was made for
transfer of the capital of British India to Delhi.
The exhibition has a pair of 60x40-inch oil on
canvas of the two monarchs painted by H
Banerjee, and photographs that share the
arrangements and the ceremonies — from the
throne pavilion designed in Indo-Saracenic
style by architect-engineer Swinton Jacob to
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STAYING HUNGRY

Age is for wine, not for people

add to the mix. Mary Ann remains the
younger one in our relationship, and lives
with peerless hunger for discovery and the
utmost respect for independence.

My health and circumstances brought
me back to India. Manhattan is my heart-city,
and India the country of my birth, where my
karmic soul shall feed itself and be a support
for others. As I resettle my life, mind, body
and soul in a new geography, around people

whoIonce knew but who Iwas a stranger to
for 30 years, 1 am finding pep in my step and
thinking fearlessly and with a carefree mind
and spirit, mirroring Nana and Nani, fashion-
ing myself after Mary Ann, and never forget-
ting my parents’ ability to face every chal-
lenge with a youthful resolve and stamina,
innocence, and childlike hopefulness.
When my classmates remark that [ am a
very young 50 or 'm not behaving my age or

New Delhi

the extravagant princely camps that were set
up. Arranged in a glass vitrine are William
Britain’s enamelled collectible figures from
1903 thatinclude bangle sellers with baskets,
shepherd with goats and a snake charmer.
“There were military reviews and ceremonies
in the mornings, polo matches, balls, dinners
and state receptions in the evening,. Visitors
were transported by the ship SS Arabia from
England and by train from Bombay,” writes
Safvi, inabook accompanying the exhibition.

Over the years, as the colonial perception
evolved, the durbars, too, reflected the ground
changes. “In 1877, the focus was on the princes
of India, which continues to a large extent till
1903. It was believed that the people of India
will follow the traditional princes, and there
was contempt for the national movement and
the educated class asking for democratic
rights. By the time the last durbar was held in
1911, there was growing liberalism in Britain,
and the British acknowledged the need to take
into account the Indian demands for greater
participation. So during the state entry pro-
cession, there were stands for school children,
aspecial tent for the representatives of British
India. The fact that the king addressed them
signifies that they were considered impor-
tant,” says Liddle.

Though works from the period fascinate
and enrich, areading of them through the ac-
companying text and details in the book gives
acomplete picture. Forinstance, according to
some accounts, it was only the King of Delhi
who was allowed to pass through the Delhi
Gate of Red Fort when he went to the Jumma
Masjid to worship. A 1903 photograph of the
state entry procession during the durbar also
reveals the introduction of electricity in Delhi,
with electric wires and poles visible ina scene
from Chandni Chowk. Alongside postal
stamps from the Coronation Durbar of 1903
on display, we are informed of an elaborate
postal system with 27 post offices set up for
the durbar. Liddle says, “While it was impor-
tant to introduce certain things as a matter of
convenience at the durbar sites, these also be-
came an occasion for the British to showcase
the progress that India had made under their
rule. It becomes part of that propaganda. The
official narrative presents it as the building of
anew modern city in the wilderness of India.”

looking it, I think back to delicious meals
around our table in New York with Arianne
and Michael Batterberry and Gael Green and
Steven Richter. These celebrated
Manhattanites, each over adecade older than
my parents, considered me their friend and
equal. Michael, the founder of Food Arts and
Food & Wine magazine, brought me on board
at age 20 as a contributing authority on the
masthead. On my 30th birthday, he brought
a“Happy 40th” birthday cake to the party,and
when told that I was only 30, he said, “Only
old-man Suvir could have fooled us into be-
lieving he was in his 30s when he was all of
20!” Michael was my godfather, foralack of a
better word. He wrote the foreword to Indian
Home Cooking (2004), my first cookbook, and
he blessed my life with opportunities that
come my way even today and shall tomorrow.
His was a staggering presence of life-giving
youth and young energy. When asked about
his age, he would say, “Age is for wine, not for
people”. We lost Michael too soon, as we did
my Nana, who passed away at 92.1had hoped
both these men would live to be a hundred
and more. They surely would have been the
youngest people inany group. They defied the
parameters that define age. They personified
youth and carried their age with pride.

[am what I am, [ am who I am, I am the
agelam, but whatI hope never to beisaman
too young to be smartly wise. I am keenly
aware of what I have done and achieved and
the potential that still lies ahead.lam a man
who haslived and loved, lost and found, suc-
ceeded and failed — and, most of all,  am
hungrier to learn daily and grow into an older
and wiser version of myself.
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CATS (6 DOGS) WITH

Pets have become influencers by creating a fan base on social
raking in money through endorsements for their humans

Aditi Ray

RMED WITH selfie sticks, bis-

cuits and some coconuts, a

crowd gathers at the Basirhat

border of West Bengal to wel-

come a guest from Bangladesh.
Meet Sontu, a seven-year-old labrador, who
connects the two Bengals and has over 15,000
followers on Facebook.

India-born Sontu grew up in Bangladesh
and became a star during the Covid pandemic
when her human sister Tanusri Roy made a
video of her eating cucumber; she begins with
the skin first before scarfing down the insides.
Currently, Facebook pays her about $300-400
(Rs 24,000-Rs 32,000) for every video with a
million likes.

She’s not alone in the world of pets on so-
cial media, who are earning dollars, reel after
reel. There’s three-year-old Ragnar,a German
Shepherd from Ranchi, who won the Internet
by travelling across India, including the Char
Dham trek, riding pillion with his human par-
ent.In March 2019, five-year-old husky Nawab
Tyagi, from Noida, became the talk of the town
with his paragliding antics in Manali.
Mumbai-based exotic shorthair cat Oscar has
done over 450 brand collaborations and
starred in multiple ad films earning around Rs
70,000 for each shoot. These pet influencers
have carved out their own niche in the boom-
ing pet market, post Covid.

Ragnar’s human parent Shiv Shankar, who
goes by the handle name ‘The Banjaara Boy’,
got him when he was four months old. “It was
May 2020, in the middle of the first lockdown.
He saw me through my depression and now
[ have a partner in Ragnar; he accompanies
me everywhere on my bike. Since then, we
have travelled to Vijayawada (Andhra
Pradesh), Kanyakumari (Tamil Nadu), Goa,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Ladakh, and
the Northeast,” says the 30-year-old civil en-
gineer, who is a blogger with over 152k fol-
lowers on Instagram, “He’s my GPS, if he
senses danger ahead, he stops me with
his paw.”

But it wasn't ared-carpet welcome for hu-
man parents Rohan and Himshi Tyagi, with
their paragliding boy Nawab, who have an FIR
against them because he touched the Nandi
at the Kedarnath temple complex. “At most
ancient temples, the priest would often wel-
come us saying ‘Bhairo ko bhi to andar lao’ so
we didn’trealise this would become anissue.
Overnight, his page got over 70k followers,
some appreciated but the majority were crit-
ical. What mattered to us at that time was the
JjoyonNawab's face. Since then, there has been
no looking back. We have travelled to Ladakh,
Spiti, Manali, even Badrinath,” says 33-year-
old Himshi. He has over 275k followers on
Instagram, where posts show him as ‘Nawab
Tyagi’. Himshi keeps the page informative
with DIY videos on taking care of dogs in sum-
mer and tips on how to walk them, or interact
with other dogs.

While Sontu had Tollywood celebrities
such as Debashree Roy, Chiranjeet and Rupam
Islam line up to meet her when she arrived in
Kolkata, it'’s the reaction of her fans that Roy

Within the Matrix

cherishes the most. “At an event, an elderly
woman hugged Sontu and began crying. She
said that it was Sontu’s videos that gave her
hope when she was alone in hospital with
COVID,” says Roy, over the phone from Khulna.
She plans to visit India during Durga Puja this
month and will take Sontu to Puri beach this
time, she says.

With Oscar though, it’s been a different
journey for Shifa Kazi. The shorthair cat’s love
for wearing goggles and being photographed
made him perfectly poised for an Instagram
handle, Oscar_thebullcat. Mumbai-based Kazi
says, “Oscar was just three months old when
he came to me in 2018 from New Zealand. His

How printmaking allows for alternative
perspectives on art
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(Clockwise from
above) Shorthair cat
Oscar; Sontu, the
labrador from
Bangladesh; Ragnar,
the German
Shepherd; the husky
Nawab; Meenu
the cat
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videos have a good reach and are even re-
shared by celebrities and Bollywood actors.
But it’s when he represented India for the
World’s Most Beautiful Cat Championship in
2021 and won the pageant for the country that
he grew famous; he has over 70.8k followers
on Instagram alone,” says the 30-year-old,
whoisa freelance content creator and ahome-
decor enthusiast.

Oscar has his own room, a huge closet
and a king-size bed. “We do live sessions
where Oscar sits for hours wearing his sun-
glasses and interacting with the audience,”
says Kazi. Oscar has done TV commercials
for Swiggy, Virat Kohli Foundation and Airtel,
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among others.

Gladys D’Souza, however, had no such
plans when she found Meenu abandoned on
the streets of Mumbai in 2018. But soon
Meenu had an Insta handle of her own. Her
antics can sometimes bring down an entire
neighbourhood, says D’Souza. “Once whenan
injured honey bee flew in through the win-
dow, Meenu followed it around the house
knocking down everything that came in her
way,” she says.

Through the handle Meenu_the_cat,
D'Souza shows how keeping a wet towel on
Meenu during the afternoons help her deal
with summer heat. Inanothervideo, she talks
of how to effectively remove ticks.

Pet influencers like Roy and D’Souza share
details of how to help dogs socialise and diet
plans to follow. There are also dog training
videos, which show basic commands and
how toleash train them and prevent food and
toy aggression.

They advertise pet products that have
helped them. From paw creams, shampoos,
oils, brushes, to dog boots, clothes, leashes,
harness, and brands that sell biscuits, cakes
and raw treats, pet influencers command a
huge following.

The pet care industry that had grown out
of an interdependence of brands and pet
owners is supposed to be one of the fastest
growing sectors in India, prompting even big-
ger corporates to enter the fray.

“Oscar recently shot for a web series on
Amazon that will go live by year end. We usu-
ally work with pet brands as paid and barter
collaborations. We charge them for all the de-
liverables. We have a trial round to try those
products ourselves. After the initial screen-
ing audition, the production team comes
home to meet Oscar. They usually provide
him with a vanity van. where he takes power
naps and then arrives on set to shoot. For
every ad film, he is paid between Rs 50,000
and Rs 70,000, depending on the number of
hours,” says Kazi.

Along with product endorsements, the
pet care industry has diversified into groom-
ing, stay and boarding and food as well. One
such example is Manish Kumar Bharti’s
XoxoTails. He started a boarding for pets in
2018, which gets over 250 bookings every
month. “When [ was working in Bangalore, |
wanted to keep Sophie, a cocker spaniel, in a
boarding, but I could hardly find any. Those
that were available charged around Rs 1,000
foraday and even thenIdidn’t find them hy-
gienic,” says Bharti, who can host around 50
pets daily at his Noida-based boarding facil-
ity. His other services include pet grooming,
dog walking and pet taxis. Currently, he logs
around Rs 20 lakh revenue every month, 70
per cent of it is from offline services.

Another pet start-up Heads Up For Tails
(HUFT) has seen an increase of around 30 per
cent in their compound annual growth
(CAGR) rate. Rabia Mehta Stephens, lead of
social media, says, “HUFT launched in 2008
and now we have 16 stores across India. We
do around 15 collaborations with pet influ-
encers every month, which works around a
barter system. We have been building on our
food-and-treat portfolio as well.”

One with a
Human Core

A dog with a high IQ but also an
exemplary EQ), Dali had a
colourful personality and

a voice of his own

Dhiraj Nayyar

ALI DEFIED death once. It was on the day that

he was born. He was lying in the middle of a

street on a terribly cold winter night in Delhi,

abandoned or perhaps lost. He looked closer to
amouse than a puppy. He was only a few hours old. A
murder of crows was curious about him as was a pack of
dogs. The latter belonged to a woman who was walking
them in the early hours of the morning. She bent down to
pick up the lifeless body, to save it from some indignity.
Just then, he opened his mouth; his eyes would not open
till a fortnight later. And he was brought back to life with
the warmth of a hot water bottle.

Death finally caught up, as it does with all. At 10, Dali
was an old dog but not elderly. Perhaps, the ever-defiant
Dali wanted to cock a snook at old age and its infirmities.
He was an unusual dog. He did not have the fortune of be-
ing reared by his biological mother. He was reared by his
human parents, with bottled milk and Cerelac. For along
time, he turned away when he saw another of his species.
Later in life, he would sneer at his fellow dogs. Dali ac-
quired a human core. He would communicate, clearly ex-
pressing pleasure and displeasure, his likes and dislikes.
He had a language of his own, not a bark, but a melody of
guttural sounds.

He also picked up that other human, not-so-canine,
instinct, of distrust. He could tell the difference between
good and bad, and rarely gave any benefit of the doubt.
His aggression, backed by reason but acted on with some
lethality, made him the stuff of legends.
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IN ALL HIS COLOURS
He was a dog, friend, child, boss, all rolled into one

For us, he was a dog, friend, child and boss, all rolled
into one. We named him Dali because his tiny face and
body seemed strikingly painted in three hues, dark
brown, light brown and white. Little did we know that he
would turn out as colourful a personality as his namesake.

Dali didn’t want to hear a no. He had a mind of his
own. More than a dozen trainers were sent packing. One,
who trained police dogs, wondered why we wanted a
trainer at all since he seemed highly intelligent, discern-
ing about people and protective of his family.

Dali always had the hand of the divine on him. When
he was a few months old, he strolled out of the gate of our
home, and apparently couldn’t find his way back. A frantic
search ensued for the better part of five hours. Our cook,
whom Dali was fond of, blamed himself for his disappear-
ance but took no part in the search. Instead, he chose to
meditate in his room. While the search party was out, we
saw the cook cycle out of the house and return a few min-
utes later with Dali in tow. The cook said that while deep
in meditation, he saw a vision of Dali sitting just outside
our colony and claimed he found him on the exact spot.

Dali had a high IQ but also an exemplary EQ. During
the Covid-induced lockdown, he could sense our anxiety
and stress and made sure he was a constant calming influ-
ence. In fact, during the lockdown, our brief walks with
him outdoors were a break from the bleak reality.

As we watched the flames engulf his pyre, it was also a
reminder of a feisty, defiant and loving dog who lit up our
ordinary lives. Travel well my friend, and paint the other
side in all your colours.

The authoris an economist and columnist

INKED AND PRESSED

Printmaking is an artistic process
based on the principle of
transferring images from a matrix
onto another surface, most often

Vandana Kalra

UPON ENTERING the Art Heritage gallery in
Delhi, viewers are introduced not to an artist
but a medium that has largely remained un-
derappreciated and undervalued in India.
Believed to be one of the oldest art forms, a
wall lists the commonly used terminologies
associated with printmaking and its foremost
practitioners in India. “The goal of the exhibi-
tion is to restart a conversation about print-
making and tackle some misconceptions
about prints, such as they being simple repro-
ductions. A combination of artistic creativity
and scientific methodology, we are looking at
the print medium from an alternative per-
spective in this exhibition — exploring the var-
ious stages of the printmaking process and the
artworks that emerge along the way,” says
Tariq Allana, associate director, Art Heritage.
There is a briefing on how to read the de-
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tails of the captions before embarking on
understanding the over 50 works that com-
prise the exhibition “Untouched, Backwards
and Under Pressure”, which is on till October
20. Comprising artist proofs, unique edition
prints and matrices, the gambit ranges from
established printmakers such as Jai Zharotia,
Rini and PD Dhumal, to younger artists such
as Aban Raza, Rajesh Deb and Jagadeesh
Tammineni. Representing the renowned
modernists, among others, are lesser-
viewed works of Arpana Caur and
Gulammohammed Sheikh.

Known to respond to his socio-political
surroundings, here we see Sheikh’s engage-
ments with the medium over the years, from
Riot (1971), recording the violence, to
Meanderings (1990) that appears to share in-
trospections. Also finding a symbolic place
in the exhibition is Devraj Dakoji’s Rock Series
(1977) that Allana informs belongs to the se-
ries exhibited by Art Heritage during its inau-

MEDIUMIS THE

MESSAGE
(Above left)

Gulammohammed
Sheikh'’s Sull Life with
Landscape (Days of
the Dagger),
Kanchan Chander’s
A A Chilean Man

gural season in 1977. If Seema Kohli’s
Mahavira(2014)is a zinc-plate etching based
on the life of Mahavira, the 24th tirthankara,
Kavita Jaiswal’s “Edinburgh India and me”
series belongs to a juncture when the artist
was moving from figurative to abstraction.
The coverimage on the invite, meanwhile, is
Kanchan Chander’s A Chilean Man (1979),
made when she was a guest student in print-
making at the College of Art in Santiago,
Chile. “It is a beautiful medium with an ele-

PHOTOS COURTESY: ART HERITAGE

ment of surprise, given the artist can’t exactly
predict the details of the final outcome,” says
Delhi-based Chander.

Allana decodes the title: “When the print
is created, at the exact moment of making, it
is untouched by human hands, as the ink
from the matrix transfers to the paper/can-
vas/other surface. It's backwards because the
image on the matrix is itself reversed, and it
is under (controlled) pressure as it goes
through the press.”

New Delhi

paper or fabric. Some of the
techniques include:

WOODCUT: Arelief process where
knives and other tools are used to
carve adesign into the surface of a
wooden block. The raised areas are
inked and printed, while the
recessed areas remain blank in the
final print

LITHOGRAPH: The design is made
on a flat surface and ink transfer is
based on greasy or non-greasy
surfaces

ENGRAVING: An intaglio process
where lines are cut into a metal
plate to hold the ink that is gently
spread across the plate and prints
are made with pressure

SERIGRAPH: Ink is forced through
amesh screen onto a surface




[0-13 YEARS]

Infant formula prep machines not safe

A STUDY by Swansea University, UK, on powdered
infant formula preparation safety has revealed that 85
per cent of the 74 infant formula preparation ma-
chines tested by parents did not appear to produce
water that would be hot enough to kill bacteriainin-
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[13-18 YEARS]

Girls score low on mental health index

ADOLESCENT GIRLS have worse mental health and
well-being across the board compared to boys, says
v a new survey by the WHO Regional Office for
Europe. Girls scored consistently lower on life sat-
isfaction, mental well-being and self-rated health,

CAPSULES

HEALTH

[18-50 YEARS]

How night shifts affect appetite

SCIENTISTS HAVE uncovered why night shift work
is associated with changes in appetite in a new
University of Bristol-led study. The team focussed
on glucocorticoid hormones in the adrenal gland, ‘
which regulate many physiological functions, in-

OCTOBER 195, 2023

[50+ YEARS]

Walking flaws early signs of Alzheimer’s

PEOPLE WITH early Alzheimer’s disease have diffi-
culty turning when walking, according to a new
study using virtual reality led by University College
London. Researchers asked participants to complete
a task while wearing virtual reality goggles, which al-

fant formula. This could pose a serious risk to infant health. This was
compared to 69 parents in the study who used a kettle to heat the
water for the mix. Twenty-two per cent reported water tempera-
tures that were not hot enough to kill all harmful bacteria. Almost
three quarters of infants in the UK are fed infant formula in the first
six weeks of life and this rises to 88 per cent by six months.
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Diabetes and BP

a dangerous mix

As in diabetes, the challenge with hypertension is
that it has no symptoms till there is organ damage

Y NUMBERS are great,
doc! I am quite happy
with myself,” said my pa-
tient. Her blood sugar was
under control and her HbA1c (average
sugar counts over three months) was
6.8 per cent. I was seeing her for only
the second time but her blood sugar
had improved considerably, she had
lost weight and her cholesterol was in
check. The blood pressure (BP)
recorded that day was, however,
145/96. The BP recording on her last
visit was 140/90. She clearly had hyper-
tension although she was not con-
vinced. People with diabetes have to be
extra vigilant about their blood pres-
sure as both conditions are interlinked
and commonly occur together.
She denied any history of high BP

30 minutes before checking, and you're
sitting comfortably in a quiet room with
your feet flat on the floor for at least five
minutes. Avoid talking while the BP is
being measured.

Wear the cuff on a bare arm resting
at the level of the heart, the lower edge
of the cuff 2 cm above your elbow
crease. Take two readings at a one-
minute interval and calculate the aver-
age. If you are a known patient of hy-
pertension, check your blood pressure
at least twice a week, and see a doctor if
persistently elevated.

An Ambulatory Blood Pressure
Monitoring (ABPM) system, which
measures BP every 20 minutes, for 24
hours, is the best bet. If high readings
are recorded, such a patient requires
treatment.

but on probing, confessed that it some- WHEN SHOULD YOU START
times shot up to 160/100. “I take a pill MEDICATION?
then, SOS!” She If your BPis

and higher on loneliness, than boys. About a quarter of 15-year-
old girls reported feeling lonely most of the time or always in the
past year, compared with about one in seven boys. The mental
profile of adolescents, particularly girls, has been in decline since
2018, even before the pandemic, while there has been a rise in
health complaints like difficulty sleeping, backaches or headaches.

Obesity can cause sleep apnea among the young. ']

cluding metabolism and appetite. Glucocorticoids are known to
regulate a group of brain peptides controlling appetite behaviour,
with some increasing appetite (orexigenic) and some decreasing
appetite (anorexigenic). This discovery revealed how completely,
and significantly, disordered the neuropeptides become when
daily glucocorticoid levels are out of sync with light and dark cues.

Eyes Wide Open

lowed them to make real movements. The researchers found that
people with early Alzheimer’s consistently overestimated the turns
on the route and showed increased variability in their sense of di-
rection. However, these specific impairments were not observed
in the healthy older participants or people with mild cognitive im-
pairment, who did not show underlying signs of Alzheimer’s.

Chis is how a teen got back his life

with weight loss, diet, exercise and a minor correction of the epiglottis

Parul

HEN 18-year-old
Shabtaab Singh
Khaira snored at
night, his parents
thought he was
sleeping soundly.
Little did they know that at 93 kg, his body
weight had resulted in sleep apnea that had
gone unnoticed. Till the day he choked and
woke up with a start, the first indication that
his breathing had stopped 21 times in an hour
and plunged his oxygen saturation to 70 per
cent. But today with weight loss, a corrected
lifestyle regimen, exercise and a minor correc-
tion of his epiglottis that was closing his air-
ways while sleeping, this commerce student
is back to classes at Symbiosis, Pune, and has
returned to his culture clubs and tennis.

And he intends keeping it that way. “Inow
sleep noless than seven hours, wake up rested
and alert, and if there is too much work in col-
lege, I don’t get tired. I take a power nap and
even on days I get five hours of sleep, [ don’t
feel fatigue. I go to the gym regularly, eat a high
protein diet, avoid eating out, have dropped
kilos and amin fine fettle,” he says.

If you thought sleep apnea among young
peopleis ararity, then you need to look at the
significant number of adolescents being
treated by Dr Sandeep Bansal, professor and
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protested strongly M g <150/95 with no organ in-charge, Sleep Lab, Department of
when I said this means i damage or diabetes, Otolaryngology and Head Neck Surgery,
she had high BP and your doctor may sug- Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education
needed treatment ona gest lifestyle measures and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh. During
regular basis. It took a for a few weeks before adolescence, there is a natural shift in the
good 15 minutes to starting medication. sleep-wake cycle, resulting in a delayed sleep
convince her to start You have to make sure phase. So teens tend to feel more alert and
medication. that these weeks don’t awake late evening and have difficulty falling
HYPERTENSION AND Y stretch into months or asleep early. “Combine this tendency with
DIABETES years! Most people busy school schedules, exam stress, the pres-

Hypertension (the NEED TO KNOW with hypertension re- sure of meeting expectations, part-time jobs
medical word for high In people with diabetes, the quire regular medica- and social activities, and they slip into the
blood pressure), can prevalence of hypertension is of tion. If your BPis well hab}t qf late nlghts and ezirly mornings, 're'sult—
lead to numerous he order of 70 controlled on treat- ing in insufficient sleep,” he says. Additional
complications if left IECORBTOPOREOnT ment, it is NOT a signal stressors, especially for hostellers like
unattended in those to stop your medi- Shabtaab living far away from home, are caf-
with diabetes. Uncontrolled, it can rup- cines! It is well controlled because of feine, irregular sleep and meal patterns and

ture blood vessels in the brain, trigger
heart attacks, kidney failure and poor
vision, apart from headaches and irri-
tability. The recently published INDIAB
Study (2023) showed that in people
with diabetes, the reported prevalence
of hypertension is of the order of 70
per cent!

The combination of uncontrolled di-
abetes and hypertension is particularly
injurious for the heart, kidney and eyes.
Like with diabetes, the challenge with
hypertension is that most often it pro-
duces no symptoms till organ damage
has occurred. Since most people hate
taking medication when they are feel-
ing fine, hypertension often goes un-
controlled.

ARE YOU CHECKING YOUR BP
CORRECTLY?

Digital sphygmomanometers (BP
measurement devices) are accurate, if
used correctly. Make sure you haven'’t
had tea/coffee/caffeinated
drinks/smoked or exercised in the last

Print your

the tablets.

Like with all medications, some side
effects are seen with antihypertensives
too. For example, ACEi (angiotensin
converting enzyme inhibitors, or -sar-
tans) can cause a chronic cough, or CCBs
(calcium channel blockers, or -dipines)
can cause your feet to swell up.
However, these side effects are rare, and
there are alternatives which may be
used if a certain ill effect is bothersome.
Most medications at the right doses are
tolerated well and have the benefit of
protecting the heart and kidneys.
Medications do not damage your or-
gans, hypertension and diabetes do!

If your BP is high despite three types
of medications, please contact your
doctor. You could be having resistant
hypertension or a secondary cause.
Seeing a specialist is necessary to man-
age your BP and co-morbidities.

The authoris Chairman of Endocrinology and
Diabetes at Max Healthcare

tech overdose before bed. Devices emit blue
light that suppresses the release of the sleep
hormone called melatonin, affecting our cir-
cadian rhythm. As a result, Shabtaab would
be sleep-deprived through the day and slump
down easily. “I would sit in the car and a few
metres down the road, would be fast asleep.
lost concentration,” he says.

That’s when his parents consulted Dr
Bansal for a sleep study and found out how
compromised his sleep was and the dangers
it posed to him. Apart from the sharp drop in
oxygen levels, which should never go down
below 90 per cent, his airways got blocked. “I
was told my muscles were strong unlike an
older person and, therefore, had avoided sud-
den cardiac arrest,” recalls Shabtaab.

Having assessed his breathing, lung func-
tion, brain activity and REM (Rapid Eye
Movement), Dr Bansal concluded he had ob-
structive sleep apnea (OSA), characterised by
shallow breathing and a partial collapse of the
upper airway. He immediately put him on a
weight loss plan with a strict diet and exer-
cise. When Shabtaab got his weight down to

LIFE
POSITIVE

70 kg, the doctor repeated the test. This time
the teenager was found to have moderate
sleep apnea with choking bouts recorded 17
times per hour. This is when Dr Bansal ran
more tests, including drug-induced sleep en-
doscopy (DISE) to evaluate the different lev-
els of obstruction in the airway and other is-
sues that could be causing the sleep apnea.
Shabtaab’s epiglottis was found to be floppy

Signs and Symptoms

@ Excessive daytime

sleepiness

@ Loud snoring
@ Interrupted breathing
® Abrupt awakenings

® Morning headache

@ Difficulty concentrating
during the day

@ Experiencing mood
changes, such as

and choking his windpipe. That fluttering accompanied by gasping depression or irritability
FACTOF THE  caused his snoring. So Dr Bansal conducted a or choking ® Highblood pressure
MATTER minimally invasive surgery to trimit. ® Awakening with a dry @ Night-time sweating
Shabtaab was on a liquid diet for two mouth or sore throat ® Decreasedlibido
Duringadolescence,  weeks, afterwhich he resumed his normal life. .
there is a natural Luckily, he did not require the CPAP (contin- S I eep Hyg lene
shift in the uous positive airway pressure) machine,

sleep-wake cycle,

which delivers air with a force to keep the

® Research has found that

lose weight

resulting in a delayed usgr’s airyvay open. His be_st tal<eaway from alate sleep schedule is
leen oh this exercise has been learning to prioritise. “I correlated with a higher @ Other sleep hygiene
sieepphase now value and understand the importance of risk of weight gain improvements include
a good night's sleep, regardless of assign- making sure that your
ments, exams and projects. do not have many @ Giving yourself plenty bedroom is dark and quiet,
late nights and try to sleep and wake up at the of time torelax and avoiding screen time an
same time daily, except on a Sunday. The key, getting ready for bed is hour before tucking in,
as advised by the doctor, is a regulated sleep another element of sleep having a comfortable
pattern,” he says. hygiene. This includes mattress, trying to get
Shabtaab weighs himself regularly, never avoiding foods and drinks daylight exposure and
misses his gym, plays lawn tennis and eats like caffeinated beverages moderate exercise every
hostel food, making sure he has a protein in or spicy foods that can day. Most people can get
every meal. And for digital detox, he has cut make it harder to fall better sleep by improving
down on screen time and is taking guitar les- asleep. Late night meals their bedroom
Scan the code to sons. “Music harmonises both my body and have been found to be environment and their
read more health mind in such a way that I can now draw the worse for people trying to sleep-related habits
special stories line,” he says, strumming his anxieties away.

own noodles

A research institute in Thiruvananthapuram is working on different types of inks for
3D-printing of food items based on individual preferences and nutrient profiles

Plus

3D FOOD-printing gives you total
customisation. You can control
texture, shape, taste and colour.

CUTTING
EDGE

Anonna Dutt

REMEMBER THE cartoon Jetson’s where a sim-
ple press of the button would dispense a tray
full of food? Itis nolonger science fiction. Are-
search institute in Thiruvananthapuram is
working on different types of inks to 3D-print
food items based on individual preferences —
you can choose any shape, colour and mostim-
portantly their nutrient profile. That means
customising their salt, sugar, fats, carbohydrate
and protein content.

“Usually, 3D printers are used for produc-
ing construction materials or machine parts.
The inks used for this are based on different
types of fibres, plastics or concrete. For printing

foods, we need edible ink, which is made from
molecules derived from natural sources. Not
only do we require inks for different food
groups, we need to ensure they are printable
and the layers can be deposited on top of each
other for a stable form. For example, if the ink
has high fibre content then it is likely to print
materials that are brittle,” says Dr C.
Anandharamakrishnan, who is heading the
project and director of the CSIR-National
Institute for Interdisciplinary Science and
Technology. His team has already created inks
of rice starch, millet carbohydrates, egg pro-
teins and chocolate. Their 3D printeris now ca-
pable of producing noodles from vegetable re-
fuse. “At the end of the day, noodles are
carbohydrates and you can find carbohydrates

HOW IT
WORKS

Their 3D printer is
now capable of
producing noodles
from vegetable
refuse. Noodles have
carbs and you can
find them in peels

in vegetable waste such as potato peels. The
machine just uses these to print the noodles,”
he explains.

The pride of the team, however, is the vegan
or the mock meat, which uses ink from veg-

While many have worked on meat, we are one
of the few to attempt fish,” says Dr
Anandharamakrishnan. The 3D-printed fish
will contain high levels of Omega-3 fatty acids
like normal fish, which are needed for our eyes,
the brain and the heart. Since the body does

YOU CAN modify the nutrient not produce Omega-3, it has to be sourced
quotient and make your fro.m food. Sq you can create a nutrient-dense
indulgence foods healthier. animal protein. _

i ) Dr Anandharamakrishnan says the 3D
WORKS FOR patients with printers can be installed at homes and cafes.
swallowing disorders “A family of four can eat different foods with-
CAN TACKLE food waste out too much effort. Some can even be shaped

like cartoon characters to make the dish inter-
M | Nus esting for children,” he adds.

3D PRINTING of foods is hugely
expensive and not cost-effective
for large-scale manufacturing.

SLOW production speed

etable proteins to replicate the flavours of meat
and fish. “Not only would the 3D-printed food
taste like meat, it would also have its texture. A
person eating it would feel heis having the real
thing when it will mostly be plant proteins.

While the technology is currently in its ini-
tial phases and not ready to be marketed, a
small 3D printing machine is expensive at the
moment, costing around Rs 1lakh. Workingon
different inks for 3D printers, Dr
Anandharamakrishnan’s teamis experiment-
ing with 4D printing. “This will print foods in
sheets that acquire the needed shape when
cooked. For example, you can print fusilli pasta
as plain sheets but when you boil them in wa-
ter, they would spring up in coils,” he says. This
will ease packaging and transporting of foods.
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