


7 & said that in Ulhar, which les beyord The river In Ulthar, before ever The burgesses forbade  The

Skas; no man may kKl a cai and this I can verdy believe killing of catts, there dwell an old coffer and his wife who
as [ gage upon him who sdteih purring before The fire delighifed 1o Prap and slay the cals of their neighbours
W@%&y did this 7 krow noit save that

For The cal és cryplic; and

close To strange fhings which many haie fhe voice of The cal in The réghi;

and take it dl that cats should run 57‘6&/7%@

men cannol see. e is The
soul o/ anfigue Aeqypiis, and about yﬁfé{S and ngMS al Z‘WZ/lg/zZ‘ ut
bearer 0/ ales //om/ /a/go#g/z whatever The reason, this old man and

woman  fook pleasure n Trapping  and
5/&{/[/29 every cal which came rear fo thedr
hovel. and prom some of the sounds heard
affer dark, many villagers fancied that the
marner of 5/@/[/19 was mdlng{y /}Mw

cittes in MWleroé and Ophir.
e is the kin of The jungle's
lords, and hetr o The secreis
of hoary and sinister Africa.
The Sphinx is his cousin,
and he speaks her langquage;
but he is more ancient Than
the Sphiy and remembers
that which she hait forgofien



But the w’//a,gers did rott discuss such Things with fhe old
man and his wife, because of the habiual expression on fhe
withered faces of The Two, and because Thedr coffage was so
small and so daf%/y thédden under spreading oaks aif The back
F a/neg/&cfad yard In ruity much as The owners of cals hafed
These odd /0&, they feared them more and instead of beraiing
them as brutal assassins, Wé/y Took care Thal rno cherished
pet or mouser should stray foward The remofe tovel under fhe
dark frees. When fhrough some wnavoideble oversight a caf was
ymissed, and sounds heard affer dark the loser would (ament
4’//74{)07‘6/27‘(%- or console /w%&aq by %@ﬂ/émkq Fafe that i was rof one
o his children who had Tus vanished For the people A U Fhar
were simple, and knew rott whence & is all cals first came.

There was in this sinqular caravan a lifle boy witkuro faiter or
mother; buit only a liny black kitfen fo cherish. The plague had rot
been kind 1o hirn, yeit had leftthim this smallfurry thing fo mdfigate
tés sorvow; and when one is very young, one can find greait re/mf n
the (welly antics of a black kiffen. So The boy whom fhe dark peaple
called Wienes symiled more offen than he wepit as he saife playing
witty his graceful kiffen on the steps of an oddly painfed wagon.

On the third morning of The warderers' stay in U(thas;
WWienes could rott find his kitfer; and as he sobbed aloud in the
market-place cerfain villagers Told him of the old man and his
wife; and of sounds heard in The rightt And when he heard these
things his sobbing gave place fo mediaiion, and finally 1o prayer



e strefched ouf hés arms foward the sun and prayed in
a forgue ro w’//a,ge/ could understand, though indeed
he v//a,gms ded not ry very hard

o undersiand since  Thedr
alteniion  was mas?‘/y
Taken up éy . 5 The 5{7
and the odd shapes
the  clouds were
assuImeing.

7 was very T peculiar,
but as The e boy
uffered s pelilfion
there seemed o form overfead
the shadowy, nebulous flgures

of exafic things; of hybrid creafures crowned wih ﬁam—//m%r%/
discs. Vature és full of such dlusions To impress the imaginalive.

Thai night The wanderers /5{7‘ Ulthar, and were never
seen  again. Ard e householders  were  Troubled when
they noficed that in 2l the w’//@g& there was not a caf 1o be
pourd  From each hearth The /a/m/m/ cal’ had vanished
cafs /afga and small black qrey, siriped, ya//ow, and white.



Old Fsranon, the burgormaster; swore thal the dark /o& had
Taken the cals away in revenge for the killing of Wienes' kiffer; and
cursed the caravan and the Uifte boy. Buit Vit the lean notary,
declared that The old cotfer and his wefe weremore /aée/y persons fo
suspecy; for Their hatved of cafls was roforious and c’/zcreawhg{y bold

SH no one durst complain fo the sinister couple, even when
(ittte At the innkeeper's son, vowed thal he had af fw//lg/zf seen
all the cats a/&(/?%a/ln that accursed yard under the lrees, pacing
very 5/0w@ and 50/5/%/1@ i a circle around the collage; Tuo
abreas], as of in performance of some unheard-of rife of beasts.

The villagers did not krow how much fo believe from so
small a boy; and Though They feared That The @VL/W had
charmed The cals 1o Thedr dealty They pregerved nof 1o chide The
old cotter 14 they mel him oufside hés dark and repellent yard

So Ulthar went To sleep in vain anger; arnd when
the people awaked af dewn—behold! every cal was back
al his  accustomed  heasth!  Large  and small  black
ey, shiped ya/ézw, and  white, rone  was  missing.



Very sleek and pai did the cals appear; and sororous with
purring confert [ he ciigens talked with one anofter of The af-
patr, and marvelled not a iffte. Ol iranon again insisted thal &
was The dark folk who had Taken them, since calls did nof refurn
alive from fhe colfage of the ancient man and his wife. But all
agreed on ore fhing: M%@re{u&a/a{af/%@wﬁ 7o eal thedr
portions of meat or drink Their saucers of mik was exceedingly
curtous. And for fuo whole days The sleek /a% cafs of U hrar
would fouch ro pood, buit an{y dvge by The fire or in The sun

/7 was /w//y a week before fhe w’//ﬁge/cs noticed That no /49/27‘5
were appearing of dusk in The windows of The coffage under
the trees. Then the lean Nith remarked that ro one had seen
e old man or his wife since The rnight The cals were away.
In another week the burgomaster decided 1o overcome his fears
and call at the 577@/795@ silent du/e///ng as a mailer of duly,
though in so doing he was Wq(w/ To Take with him Shang
the blacksmith and Thul The culfer o stone as witnesses. And
when they had broken down The /f@é[ Qoor They found 0/7{7 This:
Two c/ea/z{g plcked tuman skeletorns on the earthen //00/, and
a number of 5Mga/a/ beetles cm/u//l/zg in the shadowy corrers



There was 5aéswf/y uch falk among The burgesses of
Ulthar. Zaitty the coroner; disputed af /@ngz%, withy Withy the lean
rnotery; and fsraron and Sharg and Tt were overwhelmed
with questions. Lven (e Alel the onkeper's son, was
c/o%/y guestioned and given a sweetmeal as reward. [hey
talked of The old coffer and his wife, of The caravan of dark
wanderers, of small Wienes and his black Fiften, o the prayer
of Mieres and of The sky during Thal prayer, of The doings of
the cafs on The right The caravan /5{7,‘ and of whai was later
found in the coltage under the dark Trees in the repellent yard

And in The end The burgesses passed Thal remmarkable
law which is Told o by Traders in Hatheg and discussed by
travellers in Ner;

/\/a/zw/y, that in (x{/%@/nommma{/&’//a/cﬂ‘
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