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Leadership Elected at the
2026 Detachment Convention

The 2026 Detachment Convention marked the
beginning of another year of service and
leadership as delegates from across North
Carolina gathered to elect the officers who will



guide the Sons of the American Legion
Detachment of North Carolina over the next year.

Leading the Detachment once again is
Detachment Commander Brian White, who was
re-elected to continue his service. His re-election
reflects the confidence placed in his leadership as
the Detachment continues its mission of
supporting veterans, strengthening our programs,
and serving communities across the state.

The newly elected officers now begin the
important work of building upon the
accomplishments of the past year while pursuing
new opportunities to strengthen our Detachment.

As we look ahead, we congratulate each of our
newly elected officers and thank them for
accepting the responsibility of leading our
organization.

Please use if needed this detachment officers
contact sheet
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News from the convention



Detachment Rules & Regulations Passed

After much hard work and dedication from
Detachment Commander Brian White
Detachment Adjutant Larry Barnwell, and SAL
legion liaison Gather keener, Detachment
Rules and Regulations have officially been
passed and will now be implemented across

the state.

All squadrons should have received a copy of
the new Rules and Regulations. If your
Squadron or Post has not yet received a copy,
please reach out to one of our amazing
Detachment Officers to obtain a copy.

Your squadron will be required to review and
send a signed copy by necessary Squadron
and post officers, to be sent back to the
detachment.

Committees Report Strong Success

The Commander’s corner

It is an honor to continue serving as your Detachment
Commander for another year. | want to begin by
thanking the members of the Sons of the American
Legion across North Carolina for the trust you have
placed in me and for everything you do for our
veterans, our communities, and our youth.

One of the most important accomplishments coming
out of our 2026 Detachment Convention was the
passage of our updated Rules and Regulations. This
was not a quick or simple process. It took many hours
of discussion, review, and hard work to make sure these
rules would provide our Squadrons with clear guidance
while helping our Detachment operate effectively
across North Carolina.

I want to personally thank Detachment Adjutant Larry
Barnwell and everyone who contributed their time and
effort throughout this process. The work put into these
Rules and Regulations was done with the goal of
strengthening our organization and giving our
members and Squadrons a clear set of expectations to
follow.

With the Rules and Regulations now passed, the next
step is putting them into practice. Every Squadron
should take the time to review the document and make
sure the appropriate officers are familiar with its
requirements. Squadrons will also be required to review
the Rules and Regulations and return the necessary
signed documentation to the Detachment.

If your Squadron or Post has not received a copy,
please contact a Detachment Officer so that you can
obtain one. These rules are important to the way we
operate, and | want every Squadron to have access to
the same information.

Beyond the Rules and Regulations, | am looking forward
to another year of progress throughout the
Detachment. Our committees continue to work hard,



All Detachment Committees reported their
progress, with many showing significant
success throughout the year. The
Americanism and Children & Youth
Committee were among those making a
major impact, including the authorization of
much-appreciated funding to support the Tar
Heel Boys State program.

These accomplishments are a testament to
the hard work and dedication of our
Detachment leadership and every member
who continues to serve our veterans,

communities, and youth.
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our Squadrons continue to serve their communities,
and our members continue to demonstrate what the
Sons of the American Legion is all about.

As we begin this new year, | encourage every member
to stay involved, support your Squadron, participate in
our programs, and look for opportunities to serve. The
strength of this Detachment comes from the members
who are willing to step forward and do the work.

Thank you for allowing me to continue serving as your
Detachment Commander. | look forward to working
with all of you throughout the coming year.

For God and Country,

Brian White

Detachment Commander
Sons of the American Legion
Detachment of North Carolina



National convention in Louisville
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Looking Back at Louisville

This past August, members of the Sons of the American Legion from
across the country gathered in Louisville, Kentucky, for the 54th National
Convention.

During the convention, we elected our new National Commander for
2026-2027, Thom Skelley of Texas, along with our five National Vice
Commanders: Henry Hasselhan Il of New Jersey, George Gray of
Georgiaq, Phil Stander of lllinois, Casey Hansen of South Dakota, and

Matthew Griffis of Arizona.



For North Caroling, the convention was especially meaningful as our
own Detachment Adjutant, Larry Barnwell, was sworn in to serve as
North Carolina’s National Executive Committeeman. This is a
tremendous responsibility and an important position for our
Detachment. Larry has already dedicated countless hours to the Sons of
the American Legion in North Carolina, and we are proud to see him

take on this new responsibility at the national level.

Detachment membership efforts our Detachment. North Carolina
received recognition for our renewal efforts and for reaching an all-time
high in membership. These accomplishments do not happen because
of one person or one Squadron. They are the result of members across
this state renewing their memberships, bringing in new members,
supporting their Squadrons, and continuing to believe in what the Sons
of the American Legion stands for.
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Detachment Highlights



Officer Highlight

Division 2 Commander Darryl Robinson

Division 2 Commander Darryl Robinson
recently visited the Fayetteville
Squadron, continuing his commitment
to strengthening the connections
between the Detachment and local
squadrons across North Carolina.
These visits provide an opportunity to
share ideas, discuss membership and
programs, recognize the work being
done at the local level, and encourage
continued growth throughout the
Division.

Before taking on his current role as
Division 2 Commander, Robinson
served the Detachment as Historian.
During his tenure, he worked to
preserve and share the stories,
accomplishments, and traditions of the
Sons of the American Legion in North
Carolina.

As Division Commander, Robinson
leads by example through his visits to
squadrons, supporting members, and
reinforcing the values of service.
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Division highlight
Division 5

Often regarded as one of the Detachment’s
top-performing divisions, Division 5 continues
to make its presence known through strong
leadership, dedicated membership, and a

commitment to the programs that make the

American Legion Family so special. Leading
the way is Division 5 Commander Wesley
Hasson, whose involvement and leadership
continue to help strengthen the division and
its squadrons.

Division 5 also plays a major role in
supporting the tradition of American Legion
Baseball in Shelby, NC, helping carry on one of
the Legion’s most recognized and respected
youth programs. Through the efforts of Legion
Family members across the division, the spirit
of teamwork, service, and community

continues to reach the next generation.

Pictured to the right, Division 5 Commander
Wesley Hasson proudly swears in the newly



elected officers of the Shelby Squadron,
marking the beginning of another year of
leadership and service. We look forward to
seeing all that Division 5, Commander Hasson,
and these newly sworn-in officers will
accomplish in the year ahead!
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Squadron Highlight

Squadron 129 Serving Veterans One pair
of paws at a time.

The American Legion Family of post 129
shows what can be accomplished
when members come together in
service to others. Through dedication,
fundraising, and a commitment to
supporting veterans, the Sons of the
American Legion Squadron 129 recently
helped make a lasting impact through
their partnership with Canines for
Service.

At the end of last year, Squadron 129
presented Canines for Service with an
$8,000 donation raised through their
annual gun raffle. That contribution has
and will help provide trained service
dogs to a veteran in need, continuing
the Legion Family's long-standing
mission of supporting those who have
sacrificed for our nation.

As part of the process, members were
asked to submit possible names for the
future service dog. The chosen name,
Rider, which honors the Legion Riders



and their continued support of our
veterans.

While Rider represents the outcome of
this effort, the true story is the people
behind it, the members who volunteer
their time, raise funds, and embody our
values of service, dedication, and
commitment to our veterans.
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Approved by Sal commander squadron 129.
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Editors message

So here is a message from the editor. Some may be
wondering why this took so long.

Some things were delayed with the turnover of officers;
we did not have a perfect contact sheet. The way this
newsletter is disseminated is by first emailing it out to
squadron officers and entrusting those same officers to
bring it to their squadrons. | understand this may not
be a perfect method but it is what we have. With great



assistance from detachment commmander Brian White
and Larry Barnwell we were able to get the newsletter
made and sent out we do appreciate patience as | am
just getting off my feet here members of NC can now
expect a regular newsletter best goal is every other
month so the newsletter will cover events from a 2
month period this is due to submission material if there
is a wealth of material we would be able to send out a
monthly letter though the current submissions and
material to work with gives us a limited scope. We
would love a ton of submissions from our detachment
you can find the submission form below. Beyond that |
think we just need everyone to be aware of the mid
winter conference coming up. This concludes the
editors message thanks.



About the S.A.L

https://www.legion.org/about/american-legion-fa

mily/sons-of-the-american-legion/about-the-son

s-of-the-american-legion

Newsletter feedback submissions etc.

https://forms.qle/L8DwsnBVEYRUCAS|7

S.A.L Detachment of NC
Contact us: https://www.nclegion.org

Detachment Commander Brian White
828-606-2142
Detachment adjutant Larry Barnwell
828-489-1401
Detachment Historian Newsletter editor Colby Thomas
919-909-8853
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