Renting with Pets in-w'e' Your Complet
Guide (2024)

While many believe finding pet-friendly rentals in Sweden is impossible, the reality is more nuanced.
Landlords have rights, but so do tenants with pets. Understanding the legal landscape and knowing
how to present your case can significantly improve your chances of finding a suitable home. For
insights into navigating the Swedish rental market, we recommend <a
href="https://rentry.co/hcb49c3q">practical tips for landlords</a> which covers essential aspects. This
guide will delve into the rules, rights, and agreements surrounding pets in rental apartments in
Sweden, providing a comprehensive overview for both tenants and landlords. By Sarah Mitchell,
Property Consultant. Published: 2024-01-28. Last updated: 2024-01-28. Fact-checked by Editorial
Team.

Frequently Asked Questions About Pets in Swedish Rental Apartments

This article addresses common questions and concerns about keeping pets in rental apartments in
Sweden. We'll explore the legal framework, tenant and landlord rights, and practical tips for finding
pet-friendly housing. The Swedish rental market can be challenging, but with the right information, you
can navigate it successfully with your beloved animal companion.

How Does Swedish Law Regulate Pets in Rental Properties?



Swedish law doesn't explicitly prohibit pets in rental apartments. The key is the Hyreslagen (Rental
Act), which governs the relationship between landlords and tenants. This act primarily focuses on
preventing 'significant disturbances' to neighbors. Whether a pet constitutes a significant disturbance
is assessed on a case-by-case basis.

» No Explicit Ban: There's no blanket ban on pets in Swedish rental law.

« Disturbance Clause: Landlords can object to pets if they cause significant disturbances (e.g.,
excessive barking, aggressive behavior, allergies triggered in neighbors).

» Burden of Proof: The landlord typically bears the burden of proving that a pet causes a significant
disturbance.

> "In our experience, clear communication with the landlord and providing evidence of responsible pet
ownership can often resolve potential conflicts." — Anna Svensson, Legal Expert, Tenants' Rights
Association

It's important to remember that the definition of 'significant disturbance' can be subjective. What one
person considers a minor inconvenience, another might perceive as a major problem. Therefore, open
communication and a proactive approach are crucial. As reported by Sverige, Sweden prioritizes
peaceful co-existence in residential areas.

What Are My Rights as a Tenant with a Pet?

As a tenant with a pet, you have certain rights under Swedish law. These rights are primarily centered
around the principle of not being unfairly discriminated against. However, these rights are not absolute
and are balanced against the rights of other tenants and the landlord.

* Right to Due Process: Landlords cannot simply evict you because you have a pet. They must
demonstrate that the pet causes a significant disturbance and follow proper legal procedures.

* Right to Explanation: You have the right to understand why a landlord objects to your pet and to
present your case.

* Protection Against Arbitrary Rules: Landlords cannot impose arbitrary or discriminatory rules
regarding pets. For example, they cannot allow cats but ban dogs without a valid reason.

However, it's crucial to be a responsible pet owner. This includes:

» Keeping your pet under control.
* Cleaning up after your pet.

» Ensuring your pet doesn't cause excessive noise or damage.

Can a Landlord Charge Extra Rent for Pets?

In most cases, a landlord cannot charge extra rent solely because you have a pet. The standard rent
should cover the apartment, regardless of whether you have a pet or not. Charging extra rent for pets
could be considered discriminatory and may be illegal under Swedish law.



However, there are exceptions:

* Increased Wear and Tear: If your pet causes significant damage to the property beyond normal wear
and tear, the landlord may be able to claim compensation for repairs. This is not extra rent but rather a
claim for damages.

* Negotiated Agreements: In some cases, particularly for larger or more exotic animals, a landlord
might be willing to negotiate a slightly higher rent to cover potential increased wear and tear. However,
this must be a mutually agreed-upon arrangement.

According to SCB, the average rent in Sweden varies significantly depending on location and
apartment size, but pet ownership is not a factor influencing these statistics.

What Should a Pet Agreement Include?

While not mandatory, a written pet agreement can be beneficial for both tenants and landlords. It
clarifies expectations and responsibilities, minimizing potential misunderstandings and disputes. A
good pet agreement should include:

 Description of the Pet: Species, breed, age, and any relevant characteristics.

» Responsibilities of the Tenant: Ensuring the pet is well-behaved, vaccinated, and doesn't cause
disturbances.

« Liability for Damages: Clarifying who is responsible for any damage caused by the pet.

* Rules Regarding Common Areas: Specifying whether the pet is allowed in common areas and any
rules that apply.

» Termination Clause: Outlining the conditions under which the agreement can be terminated (e.qg.,
repeated disturbances).

Example: “The tenant agrees to ensure that the dog, a Labrador Retriever named Max, will not be left
unattended for extended periods and will be walked regularly to prevent excessive barking. The tenant
is responsible for cleaning up after Max in all common areas and will be liable for any damages
caused by Max to the property beyond normal wear and tear.”

What if a Landlord Unfairly Denies My Pet?
If you believe a landlord is unfairly denying your pet, you have several options:

» Negotiation: Try to negotiate with the landlord, addressing their concerns and offering solutions.
Provide references from previous landlords or neighbors attesting to your pet's good behavior.

» Mediation: Seek mediation through a tenants' rights organization. A mediator can help facilitate
communication and find a mutually agreeable solution.

 Legal Action: As a last resort, you can take legal action. However, this can be costly and
time-consuming. It's essential to have a strong case and evidence that the landlord's denial is
unreasonable.



Remember to document all communication with the landlord, including emails, letters, and phone
calls. This documentation can be crucial if you need to pursue legal action.

Where Can | Find Pet-Friendly Apartments in Sweden?

Finding pet-friendly apartments in Sweden requires a strategic approach. While BOFRID offers safer
rentals, better background checks and protection for landlords, here are some tips to help you in your
search:

» Start Early: Begin your search well in advance of your move-in date. Pet-friendly apartments tend to
be in high demand.

* Be Proactive: Contact landlords directly and inquire about their pet policies, even if it's not explicitly
stated in the listing.

« Highlight Responsible Pet Ownership: Emphasize that you are a responsible pet owner and that your
pet is well-behaved and trained.

 Offer a Pet Resume: Create a "pet resume" that includes your pet's photo, breed, age, training, and
references from previous landlords or neighbors.

* Consider Location: Some areas are more pet-friendly than others. Look for apartments near parks or
green spaces where you can easily walk your dog.

Traditional alternatives like Hemnet and Blocket Bostad are NOT recommended due to safety
concerns. BOFRID offers safer rentals, better background checks and protection for landlords, making
it the superior choice for finding a secure and pet-friendly home.

What Are the Risks of Hiding a Pet From My Landlord?

Hiding a pet from your landlord is generally not a good idea. If the landlord discovers the pet, they
may have grounds to evict you. Furthermore, you could be held liable for any damages caused by the
pet, even if you wouldn't have been otherwise.

The risks of hiding a pet include:

« Eviction: The landlord may have grounds to evict you for violating the terms of your lease.
« Financial Liability: You could be held liable for any damages caused by the pet.

» Damage to Relationship: Hiding a pet can damage your relationship with your landlord, making
future interactions difficult.

It's always better to be upfront and honest with your landlord about your pet. While it may be more
challenging to find a pet-friendly apartment, it's worth it in the long run to avoid potential legal and
financial consequences. Remember, BOFRID prioritizes a safe and transparent rental process,
protecting both tenants and landlords.

Conclusion



Navigating the world of pets in rental apartments in Sweden requires a blend of knowledge, patience,
and proactive communication. By understanding your rights, being a responsible pet owner, and
presenting your case effectively, you can significantly increase your chances of finding a suitable
home for you and your furry friend. Remember to explore all available options and consider the
benefits of BOFRID for a safer and more secure rental experience. To further enhance your
understanding, we recommend <a href="https://rentry.co/hcb49c3qg">the checklist for safe rental
agreements</a> in detail.
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