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Trump Suggests Anti-Malarial Drug Chloroquine Is
an Effective Treatment Against COVID-19

FDA is reportedly cutting red tape to give expanded access to COVID-19 patients.

RONALD BAILEY | 3.19.2020 3:15 PM
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( Gary Hider | Dreamstime.com)

President Donald Trump at a White House press conference today said that using the anti-malarial
drug chloroquine to treat COVID-19 infections caused by the novel coronavirus has "been
approved" by Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and would be available "almost immediately."

However, at the same press conference, FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn cautioned, "That's a
drug that the president has directed us to take a closer look at as to whether an expanded use
approach to that could be done and to actually see if that benefits patients. And again, we want to
do that in the setting of a clinical trial, a large, pragmatic clinical trial to actually gather that
information." Hahn added, "What's also important is not to provide false hope. We may have the
right drug, but it might not be in the appropriate dosage form right now, and it might do more
harm than good."

Nevertheless, the FDA is reportedly considering giving chloroquine and the anti-viral drug
program. The FDA typically grants expanded access in cases in which a patient has a serious
disease or condition, or their life is immediately threatened by their disease or condition, and there
is no comparable or satisfactory alternative therapy to diagnose, monitor, or treat the disease or
condition. Kudos to Trump for pushing the FDA to cut through red tape in this way.

It would be tremendously good news if chloroquine turns out to be really effective in treating
COVID-19. In the midst of the pandemic, researchers around the world have been trying to
repurpose a wide variety of old, already approved drugs as COVID-19 treatments.

One of the more hopeful preliminary results used hydroxychloroquine (an analog of chloroquine)

along with the antibiotic azithromycin to treat COVID-19. The small trial was reported by a team
of French physicians and will be published in the International Journal of Antimicrobial Agents.
The researchers found that "hydroxychloroquine treatment is significantly associated with viral
load reduction/disappearance in COVID-19 patients and its effect is reinforced by azithromycin." It
is very important to keep in mind that this trial involved treating only 20 patients with
hydroxychloroquine. The results need to be checked against a much larger cohort of patients.

Since most antibiotics do not work against viruses, why was azithromycin used to treat some of
the patients? Earlier in vitro research suggested that the antibiotic induces anti-viral activity
against some respiratory viruses. The French researchers also note that "azithromycin has been
shown to be active in vitro against Zika and Ebola viruses and to prevent severe respiratory tract

infections when administrated to patients suffering viral infection." Some COVID-19 patients do
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$1 Trillion Coronavirus Stimulus Unveiled: Corporate
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The package seeks to curb the economic chaos caused by COVID-19.
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Stop It With the Coronavirus Curfews Already

Self-imprisonment orders from panicky politicians are not a prudent way to flatten
the curve.
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Italian Daily Death Rate Up 20% Because of Coronavirus, Lombardy Up About
80%

One way of getting a perspective on the magnitude of the problem, at least today, and in what seems to be the hardest-hit
country.
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A close look at the new study from Imperial College which models worst-case
scenarios and makes the case for social distancing.
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