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THE WORLD

by Israeli airstrikes, says Gaza’s Health Ministry

Israel hits south Gaza as world leaders seek pause

Hezbollah leader holds -

OVER 750 PEOPLE KILLED IN LAST 24 HOURS ‘

Israel preparing a
ground invasion
of Gaza, says PM
Netanyahu; offers
no other details

AGENCIES
GAZA, JERUSALEM,
OCTOBER25

ISRAEL'S MILITARY intensified its
bombing of southern Gaza
overnight after one of the dead-
liest days for Palestinians since
the conflict began, amid interna-
tional calls for a pause in fighting
to let aid into the enclave and
prevent many more deaths.

Health officials in Gaza said
on Wednesday that dozens more
people had been killed in the
south, where hundreds of thou-
sands fled after Israel warned
them it would attack the northin
its bid to wipe out Hamas mili-
tants who mounted a killing
spree in Israel on October 7.

Israel said strikes on Gaza
over the previous 24 hours had
eliminated Hamas operatives in-
cluding the head of the Hamas
battalion for southern Khan
Younis, Tayseer Bebasher.

Israel is preparing a ground
invasion of Gaza, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
Wednesday, but declined to pro-
vide details on the timing or other
information about the operation.

The Health Ministry in Gaza,
which is controlled by Hamas,
said airstrikes killed over 750 peo-
ple over past 24 hours. Officials
did not give a breakdown of how
many killed were militants.

In Gaza City in the north, res-
cue workers pulled an appar-
ently lifeless young child out of
rubble before trying to calm an
agitated, partially buried man
crying out his family's names.

Israeli jets also struck Syrian
army infrastructure inresponse to
rockets launched from Syria, an
ally of Iran, the Israeli military said,
fuelling concerns that its conflict
with Hamas, also backed by Iran,
will ignite the wider region.

Palestinians search for survivors at a site of Israeli strikes in Khan Younis on Wednesday. Reuters
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12 OF 35 HOSPITALS NOT FUNCTIONAL: WHO;
UN agency warns it will curtail operations in Gaza ‘

Syria's state news agency said
the Israeli attack killed eight sol-
diers and wounded seven more
near southwestern city of Deraa.

Iran, which has sought re-
gional ascendancy for decades
and backs armed groups in Syria,
Lebanon and elsewhere as well
as Hamas, has warned Israel to
stop its onslaught on Gaza.

Israeli forces hit five squadsin
Lebanon preparing anti-armour
missile attacks or rocket
launches, spokesman Rear
Admiral Daniel Hagari said.

Lebanon's Iranian-backed
Hezbollah group said four more
of its fighters had been killed, in-
creasing the death tollinits ranks
to42 since the start of the conflict.

The United States and Russia
are leading international calls for
a pause in fighting between
Israel and Hamas to allow aid

into Gaza, where living condi-
tions are harrowing.

UN Office for Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said more
than one-third of hospitals in
Gaza and two-thirds of primary
health clinics had shut due to
damage or lack of fuel.

World Health Organization
said Wednesday that 12 of Gaza’s
35 hospitals were not function-
ing and that seven major hospi-
tals were well over capacity, risk-
ing patient safety. European
Union leaders scheduled to meet
inBrussels on Thursday were set
toask for a “humanitarian pause”
to facilitate aid deliveries.

UNRWA, the UN agency for
Palestinian refugees, warned
that it would have to halt opera-
tions in Gaza on Wednesday
nightif supplies of fuel were not
allowed in as it would run out.

DEATH, DESTRUCTION

ISRAEL—z~ = PALESTINE
ToTAL DEAD
1,400+ 6,946
M Israel’s military raised M The Health Ministry in
the number of Gaza said airstrikes killed
remaining hostagesin more than 750 people
Gazato 222 people. over the past 24 hours.
TOTAL INJURED

2,400+

B Lebanon’s Hezbollah
says four more fighters
killed, puts toll in its ranks
to42 since October7.

“This way I'll recognise them’: Gaza families
wear bracelets to avoid mass grave burials

NIDALAL-MUGHRABI
GAZA,OCTOBER25

WITH SO many bodies,
Palestinians in Gaza are burying
the unidentified dead in mass
graves, with a number instead of
aname, residents say. Now some
families are using bracelets in the
hope of finding their loved ones
should they be killed.

The El-Daba family has tried
to reduce the risk of being struck
down during the heaviest-ever
Israeli bombardment of Gaza.
Israel launched the air strikes af-
ter Hamas militants attacked
Israeli towns on October 7 in a
rampage that killed 1,400 peo-
ple and hostages were taken.

Ali El-Daba, 40, said he had

Sterilisation for
gender change

not mandatory:
Japan top court

Tokyo: Japan’s Supreme Court on
Wednesday ruled that a law re-
quiring transgender people to un-
dergo sterilisation surgery in or-
der to officially change gender is
unconstitutional, a verdict wel-
comed by advocates as a sign of
acceptance of LGBTQ+ rights.
The ruling by the top court’s
15-judge Grand Bench applies to
sterilisation portion of 2003 law.
The law forces those who seek
a gender change a “cruel choice
between accepting sterilisation
surgery that causes intense bod-
ily invasion and giving up impor-
tantlegal benefits of being treated
according to their gender iden-
tity,” the Supreme Court said.
The decision, which requires
government to reconsider law, is
afirst step toward allowing peo-
ple to change their identity in of-
ficial documents without getting
sterilised. AP
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Daughter of Ali Daba at their shelter in Khan Younis in the

southern Gaza Strip. Reuters

seen bodies ripped apart by the
bombing and were unrecognis-
able. He said he decided to divide
his family to prevent them from

all dying in a single strike. He said
his wife Lina, 42, kept two sons
and twodaughtersin GazaCityin
north and he moved to Khan

Younis in the south with three
others. El-Daba said he was
preparing for the worst.

He bought blue string
bracelets for his family members
and tied them around both wrists.
"If something happens," he said,
"this way [ will recognise them."

Other Palestinian families
were also buying or making
bracelets for their children or writ-
ing their names on their arms.

Mass burials have been au-
thorized by local Muslim clerics.
Before burial, medics keep pic-
tures and blood samples of the
dead and give them numbers.

The Israeli military has told
people to leave the north of the
Gaza Strip, and head south be-
causeitis safer. But air strikes have
hit across the enclave. REUTERS

Russia passes law to withdraw from
ratification of nuclear test ban treaty

FILIPPLEBEDEV
& MARKTREVELYAN
MOSCOW, OCTOBER 25

RUSSIA’S PARLIAMENT com-
pleted the passage of a law on
Wednesday withdrawing ratifica-
tion of the global treaty banning
nuclear weapons tests, evidence
of the deep chill in relations with
the United States as Moscow pur-
sues its war in Ukraine.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergei Ryabkov said Russia was
not prepared to resume dis-
cussing nuclear issues with the
U.S. unless Washington dropped
its "hostile" policy.

The bill to deratify the
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) was approved by
156 votes to zero in upper house
after the lower house passed it
unanimously. It goes to President
Vladimir Putin for signing,

Putin had requested the

epaper..nelss.cnm

Not ready to resume nuclear
talks with US, says Russia’s
Deputy Foreign Minister . AP

Whatis
® theCTBT?

EXPLAINED

THE CTBT, adopted in
1996, bans all nuclear ex-
plosions anywhere in the
world but the treaty was
never fully implemented.
Inaddition to the US, it is
yet to be ratified by China,
India, Pakistan, North
Korea, Israel, Iran & Egypt.

change to “mirror” the position
of the United States, which
signed the CTBT in 1996 but
never ratified it.

Russia says it will not resume
testing unless Washington does,
but arms control experts say a
test by either Russia or the
United States could trigger a new
arms race - and more testing by

other countries - at amoment of
acute tension, with wars raging
in Ukraine and the Middle East.

The US Energy Department
said last week it had conducted a
chemical explosion at its test site
inNevada "toimprove the United
States' ability to detect low-yield
nuclear explosions around the
world". REUTERS

17,439

W Over 100 Palestinians
killed, 1,650 wounded in
violence in the occupied
West Bank.
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COUNTRY TOPPED GENDER GAP INDEX FOR 14 YEARS IN A ROW

24-HOUR STRIKE IN ICELAND OVER INEQUALITY

Tens of thousands of Icelandic women went on a 24-hour strike over gender inequality; including the
Prime Minister, who said the fight for equal treatment was moving far too slowly at home and abroad.
Schools and libraries were closed or operated on limited hours as female staff stayed home. REUTERS

talks with Hamas and
Islamic Jihad top brass

KAREEM CHEHAYEB
BEIRUT,OCTOBER 25

THE LEADER of Lebanon’s
Hezbollah group held talks on
Wednesday in Beirut with sen-
ior Hamas and Palestinian
Islamic Jihad figures in a key
meeting of three top anti-Israel
militant groups amid the war
raging in Gaza.

In neighboring Syria, mean-
while, state media said an Israeli
airstrike hit the international air-
port in the northern city of
Aleppo on Wednesday, damag-
ing its runway and putting it out
of service.

There was no immediate
comment from Israel on the re-
ported strike.

Following the meeting in
Lebanon, a brief statement said
Hezbollah’s leader Hassan
Nasrallah agreed with Hamas’
Saleh al-Arouri and IslamicJihad’s
leader Ziad al-Nakhleh on the
next steps that the three — along
with other Iran-backed militants
— should take at this “sensitive
stage” in the Middle East.

Their goal, according to the

statement carried on Hezbollah-
run and Lebanese state media,
was to achieve “a real victory for
the resistance in Gaza and
Palestine” and haltIsrael’s “treach-
erous & brutal aggression against
our oppressed and steadfast peo-
ple in Gaza and the West Bank”.

No other details were pro-
vided. The meeting came as the
war between Israel and Hamas,
the Palestinian militant group
that rules the Gaza Strip, is now
inits third week.

As the Gaza death toll spirals,
tensions have also been rising
along the tense Lebanon-Israel
border, where Hezbollah mem-
bers have been exchanging fire
with Israeli troops since the day
after Hamas’ rampage into Israel.

Nasrallah has yet to publicly
speak about the warin Gaza and
clashes along the Lebanon-Israel
border. However, other
Hezbollah top officials have
warned Israel against its planned
ground invasion into the be-
sieged territory.

Israeli officials have said they
would retaliate aggressively in
case of a cross-border attack by
Hezbollah from Lebanon. AP

Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah (right) with Jihad
Secretary General Ziyad al-Nakhalah and deputy leader of
Hamas Sheikh Saleh al-Arouri, in this handout image. Reuters

Breakthrough in negotiations to free
hostages likely soon, says Qatar PM

ANDREW MILLS
DOHA,O0CTOBER 25

QATAR'’S PRIME minister said on
Wednesday that negotiations
the Gulf Arab state is leading to
secure the release of hostages
held by Hamas in Gaza are pro-
gressing and he is hopeful there
will soon be a breakthrough.

Qatar's foreign ministry
urged de-escalation and warned
that an Israeli ground assault on
the densely populated enclave
would make freeing hostages
"much more difficult.”

"There is some progress and
some breakthrough and we re-
main hopeful,” said Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Abdulrahman
al-Thani at a press conference.

fai\
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Qatar’s Prime Minister
Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman al-Thani

Wealthy gas-producer Qatar
has had an open dialogue with
both Israel and Hamas, which
has brought about the release of
four hostages captured in the
October 7 rampage Hamas led
into southern Israel, including

two Israeli women on Monday.

"If they are able to get along
between the two parties I think
we will see some breakthroughs
hopefully soon," said Sheikh
Mohammed, who is also the
minister of foreign affairs and
who was speaking alongside his
Turkish counterpart.

Qatar foreign ministry offi-
cials said an Israeli ground inva-
sion of Gaza would complicate
efforts to free the hostages.

"Obviously, a land incursion
into Gaza would make it difficult
to maintain the safety of the
hostages, and in our efforts at
mediation with both sides, we
urge all parties in this conflict to
de-escalate immediately,” said
Majed Al Ansari, the foreign min-
istry's spokesperson. REUTERS

ISRAEL ATTACKS SYRIAN ARMY INFRA,
also hits Lebanon squads preparing missile attacks

BRIEFLY

Turkish President
called Hamas a
‘liberation group’

Hamasis nota
terrorist outfit,

says Erdogan

TURKISH PRESIDENT
Tayyip Erdogan, in his
strongest comments yet
on the Gaza conflict, said
Wednesday Palestinian
militant group Hamas
was not a terrorist organ-
isation but a liberation
group fighting to protect
Palestinian lands and
people. Speaking to law-
makers from his ruling
AK Party, Erdogan also
called for an immediate
ceasefire between Israeli
and Palestinian forces. AP

Rating agency
changesIsrael

credit outlook

CREDIT RATING agency
Standard & Poor’s saysitis
changing its outlook on
Israel’s credit rating to
“negative” from “stable” as
the country fights a war
against Hamas in Gaza in
response to militantattack.
S&Psaid itwasrevising the
outlooks on its long-term
foreignand local-currency
ratings on Israel, citing the
war, its potential to esca-
late into abroader regional
conflict and impact that
could have on country’s
economy. S&P left Israel’s
credit rating unchanged at
AA-. Agency’s highest rat-
ingis AAA. AP

UN: Gazaneeds
billionstoundo
yrsof trade curbs

GAZA NEEDS billions of
dollars in international
economic aid to compen-
sate foryears of restrictions
that have stifled its econ-
omy and curbed its devel-
opment,accordingtoare-
port by the United Nations
trade body. Inits reporton
economicdevelopment of
Occupied Palestinian
Territory for 2022, United
Nations Conference on
Trade and Development
highlighted the dire eco-
nomic conditions in Gaza,
even prior to Israeli strikes
on the enclave in reprisal
for October 7 attacks. AP

Republican Mike Johnson elected US

House Speaker, ending weeks

DAVID MORGAN
& MOIRAWARBURTON
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 25

THEUS House of Representatives
elected Republican Mike Johnson,
a conservative with little leader-
ship experience, asits speaker on
Wednesday after a turbulent
three weeks that left the rudder-
less chamber unable to respond
to the Middle East crisis or carry
out any of its basic duties.

The 220 to 209 party-line
vote elevated Johnson to a
speaker's chair that has been va-
cant since Kevin McCarthy was
ousted on October 3 by a small
group of hardline Republicans
angry about a deal with
Democrats that averted a partial
government shutdown.

In the weeks that followed,
Republicans who narrowly con-
trol the House considered and

Temporary House speaker Patrick McHenry (left) with Mike
Johnson at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday. AP

rejected three possible replace-
ments before settling on
Johnson, 51, a Louisiana lawyer
backed by former President
Donald Trump who spent years
advancing conservative policies
like school prayer.

"We will restore trust in this
body. We will advance a com-
prehensive conservative policy
agenda, combat the harmful
policies of the Biden
Administration, and support our
allies abroad,” Johnson said in a

of chaos

statement shortly after the vote.

First elected in 2016, Johnson
will be the least experienced
House speaker in decades.

Heis best known as the author
of an unsuccessful appeal by 126
House Republicans to get the
Supreme Court to overturn elec-
tion results in states that Trump
had lost in the 2020 presidential
election.

Johnson declined to answer
a question about that effort
shortly after his nomination on
Tuesday night, while other
Republicans booed and heckled
the reporter who asked it.

He will also have to respond
to Democratic President Joe
Biden's $106 billion spending re-
quest for aid to Israel, Ukraine
and US border security. While
his Republicans broadly support
funding for Israel and the US bor-
der, they are divided over further
support for Ukraine. REUTERS
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An Era of Transformation

9 Years of Determination

Grand
Achievements

Commitment to Antyodaya
- PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana -
5 kg per person per month free foodgrains to 27 lakh families
‘ Annual income limit for BPL families
T~y increased from Rs.1.20 lakh to Rs.1.80 lakh;
Social security pension of Rs. 2,750 per month

Parivar Pehchan-Patra
Successfully delivered the benefits of 397 schemes and
services to 45 lakh families within the comfort of home

PM Jan-Arogya Yojana (Ayushman Bharat/Chirayu)
Free annual healthcare of up to Rs. 5 lakh to 30 lakh families

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Campaign
Improvement in child sex ratio at birth
from 871 (in 2014) to 932 (in September 2023)

Jal Jeevan Mission

Har Ghar Nal Se Jal- Clean drinking water to
every rural household (30.41 lakh)
Saubhagya / Mhara Gaon, Jagmag Gaon
24x7 power supply in 5792 (86%) villages
18,99,587 new domestic electricity connections

PM Kisan Yojana
Grant of Rs. 4,645 crore to 19.5 lakh farmers
Meri Fasal Mera Byora
Rs. 85,000 crore deposited directly in the bank accounts
of farmers through DBT as payment of their produce

Pradhan Mantri Swamitva Yojana
Property rights to more than
25 lakh families in villages within the Lal-Dora

To promote E-learning
Distributed 5.50 lakh tablets to students in Government schools

Every district of Haryana connected with National Highway,
Two new domestic airports in Hisar and Ambala
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CUBISM

On Pablo Picasso’s birth anniversary, a look at the
revolutionary visual art movement he pioneered

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

OCTOBER 25 marks the 142nd birth an-
niversary of the renowned Spanish artist
Pablo Picasso (1881-1973).In partnership
with French painter George Braque
(1882-1963), Picasso pioneered Cubism,
arevolutionary visual art movement that
beganin 1907.

What is Cubism?

The name ‘cubism’ seems to be de-
rived from a snide comment by French
artist Henri Matisse (1869-1954), who
called one of Braque’s paintings “a pic-
ture made up of small cubes”.

Unlike its predecessors, Cubism in-
volved artists seeing an object not froma
single viewpoint but from every conceiv-
able angle. It was the rejection of the tra-
ditional approach to making art, where
art was just a copy of nature or an object
and the artists adopted age-old tech-
niques of perspective, modelling, and
foreshortening.

“Cubism is about acknowledging the
two-dimensional nature of the canvas
and categorically NOT about trying to re-
create the illusion of three dimensions (a
cube, for example),” wrote Will
Gompertz, former board director of the
Tate Gallery, in his book, What Are You
Looking At? 150 Years of Modern Art in the
Blink of an Eye.

If Picasso and Braque were to paint a
cardboard box, they would metaphori-
cally take it apart and open it to make a
flat plan, Gompertz added. This helped
show all sides of the box at once.
However, the artists would also want
their composition to showcase the box’s
three-dimensionality on the canvas,
which the flat plane can’t do.

Pablo
Picasso’s
painting
Girlwitha
.. Mandolin
L (Fanny
Tellier),
created
in 1910.
Wikimedia
Commons

By doing this, Picasso and Braque
thought their art would invoke “a much
stronger feeling of recognition” about the
box or any other subject that artists might
create.

Cubism was meant to make people
pay more attention to everyday objects
that were usually overlooked and pres-
ent a more precise representation of how
people actually perceive an object.

What inspired Cubism?

Both Picasso and Braque took inspi-
ration from the later works of French
artist Paul Cézanne. As a Post-Im-
pressionist painter, Cézanne began to
represent nature with geometric shapes.
This mode of making art was central to
the early development of Cubism.

Cubism was also very much a reflec-
tion of the groundbreaking develop-
ments in science and technology during
the early 1900s. “...the realisation that the
atom was not the full stop definitively
concluding scientific knowledge, but was
in fact merely the end of the prologue...
It made their Cubist idea of breaking mat-
ter down into a series of interrelating
fragments seem an entirely logical step
to take,” Gompertz wrote.
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[ GLOBAL
CHINALAUNCHES NEW M

SOILE

SUBMARINE: WHY THIS IS SIGNIFICANT

CHINA HAS launched its first nuclear-
powered guided missile submarines, ac-
cording to a recent report by the
Pentagon. This gives it land and sea attack
options, once the sole province of the US
and Russia.

The Pentagon report, published
October 20, marks the first apparent con-
firmation that modified submarines seen
in Chinese shipyards over the last 18
months are Type 093B guided missile
submarines.

Previously, satellite images from
northeast China’s Huludao shipyard in
May 2022 had shown anew or upgraded
class of submarine, possibly with verti-
cal tubes for launching cruise missiles.

Threat to aircraft carriers

Known as SSGNs, conventionally
armed missile submarines were first de-

veloped by the Soviet Union during the
Cold War to target US aircraft carriers
with cruise missiles — long-range, preci-
sion weapons that are jet-propelled at
subsonic speeds throughout their flights.
Unlike ballistic missiles, which are
rocket propelled only in the initial phases
of their flight, cruise missiles fly at low al-
titudes, skimming the surface of the sea
and thus avoiding radar detection.
Singapore-based security scholar
Collin Koh said the SSGNs were an impor-
tant new capability for the Chinese navy
which “potentially allows them to carry
out saturated land and anti-ship attacks”
from a far greater range than before.
Three new Chinese SSGNs could be
operational by next year, as part of a
wider expansion of China’s submarine
fleet amidst recent escalation of tensions
with the US. REUTERS
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Mahua case: process, precedent

The Ethics Committee of Lok Sabha will meet BJP MP Nishikant Dubey today over his cash-for-query
allegation against the TMC's Mahua Moitra. This is what could happen thereafter

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

PDT ACHARY

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey and lawyer Jai Anant
Dehadrai will appear before the Ethics Com-
mittee of Lok Sabha at noon on Thursday in
connection with Dubey’s accusation, made in
a letter to Speaker Om Birla earlier this month,
that Trinamool Congress member Mahua
Moitra accepted “bribes” to ask questions in
Parliament targeting the Adani Group.

The allegations by Dubey, which he has since
taken to Union IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
and the Lokpal, are based on information pro-
vided by Dehadrai, which were confirmed by
real estate developer Darshan Hiranandani sub-
sequently. Hiranandani, a resident of Dubai, has
issued a “sworn affidavit” saying Moitra gave
him her Parliament login and password so he
could post questions on her behalf.

How serious is Nishikant Dubey’s
accusation?

Essentially, the question is whether an
MP is asking a question in return for some
consideration, and whether there is illegal
gratification involved. If this is established,
thenitis a serious issue.

If an MP has asked questions and has
done other parliamentary work on behalf of
somebody who has paid a consideration,
thenit should actually come to the Privileges
Committee because it is a serious breach of
privilege and contempt of the House. This is
true for all countries that have a parliamen-
tary system. In such a situation, Parliament
can exercise its right to expel the member
from the House.

So is the Ethics Committee the right
forum for a matter such as this?

In my opinion, it should have been re-
ferred to the Privileges Committee, which is
the only committee with the mandate tolook
into alleged breaches of privilege and con-
tempt of the House. The Ethics Committee
has been dealing only with some [less seri-
ous| questions of propriety, etc. — not with

TMC MP Mahua Moitra at Parliament House complex in New Delhi. P1i/File

cases where there is an alleged breach of priv-
ilege. For example, there was a case in which
aman took his mistress or girlfriend on an of-
ficial tour saying she was his wife, and the
Ethics Committee looked intoit.

But there was another instance in which
a man took a woman and a boy abroad on
the passports of his wife and child. That was
a serious case — and a violation of The
Passports Act. A special committee was set
up to look into it, and he was expelled from
the House. So, for serious matters, there is ei-
ther the Privileges Committee or a special
committee appointed by the House for that
particular purpose.

Has there been an allegation earlier
about an MP handing over access to the
Parliament website to someone else?

No. This system has come into existence
recently. As per the rules of Lok Sabha, a
Member has to submit a question in a partic-
ular form signed by him or her with theiriden-
tity number. The question can be delivered by
someone on the Member’s behalf, butit has to
be signed by the Member. The signature is ver-
ified and the question is then processed.

Is there a rule that specifically bars
Members from giving their Parliament
login and password to a third person?

There is no such rule yet — because the
practice of online submission of questionsis
recent. The rule should have been amended
when online submissions were allowed. Had
there been a rule, some safeguards against
violations would have been specified as well.

What will happen once the Committee
starts its proceedings on October 26?

The Committee will call the persons who
are involved, the stakeholders — the person
who made the complaint, the people who
made statements, filed affidavits — and take
their evidence. After that, the Committee will
certainly call the Member against whom the
complaint has been made. She has the right
to cross-examine the complainant. She can
also seek the permission of the Speaker to
appear through an advocate, who can cross-
examine the other side.

How long could the Commiittee take to
reach a decision and what punishment
could it recommend?

The time a Committee takes depends on
the complexity of the case. In the normal
course, two months’ time can be given, and
the Committee can seek an extension if
needed.

This Committee has in the past recom-
mended the suspension of the Member fora

certain period. The Member who had taken
his girlfriend on a tour was suspended for 30
sittings. I think the Ethics Committee can
only recommend suspension.

Could the Commiittee refer the matter to
an investigative agency like CBI or police?

No. This (Ethics) Committee does not
have that kind of mandate.

Mahua Moitra has pointed out that the
Ethics Committee has an “absolute
majority of BJP members”.

In all Committees of Parliament, the ruling
party will have a majority — that is the way
committees are structured. Parliamentary
Committees are supposed to function in a
non-political manner, rising above party con-
siderations when they examine issues. That
hasbeen the tradition, and it is expected that
the Committee will address issues in an im-
partial and objective way.

The Committee does not have executive
powers; it cannot punish the Member. Its
recommendation will go before the House,
which will take a decision. The House can ac-
cept the recommendation and agree with
the suggested punishment, or perhaps agree
with the findings but not with the punish-
ment — it can take a lenient view.

Can the MP appeal a potentially adverse
decision in a court of law?

If the Member is expelled, she can chal-
lenge it. If there is some illegality or uncon-
stitutionality about the way in which the
Committee went about the whole exercise,
if there was a total denial of natural justice, in
that case she can challenge it — not otherwise.

The window for the court’s view is small.
It is unconstitutionality, gross illegality, and
denial of natural justice. These are the grounds
on which a challenge can be mounted.

THE EXPERT

PDT ACHARY was Secretary General
of the 14th and 15th Lok Sabhas. He
is one of India’s most eminent
experts on parliamentary
procedure. He spoke to Manoj CG.

LS Ethics Committee: its constitution, members

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

THE LOK Sabha Ethics Committee, which will
take up Nishikant Dubey’s complaint against
Mahua Moitra, last met on July 27, 2021, ac-
cording to information on the Parliament
website. Since being established as an ad hoc
entity more than two decades ago, the panel
has heard several complaints, most of which
have been for relatively light offences.

The members of the Ethics Committee
are appointed by the Speaker for a period of
one year. The Committee is currently headed
by the BJP’s Kaushambi MP Vinod Kumar
Sonkar, and includes Vishnu Datt Sharma,
Sumedhanand Saraswati, Aparajita Sarangi,
Dr Rajdeep Roy, Sunita Duggal, and Dr
Subhash Bhamre of the BJP; Ve Vaithilingam,
N Uttam Kumar Reddy, and Preneet Kaur
(Congress); Balashowry Vallabbhaneni (YSR
Congress); Hemant Godse (Shiv Sena);
Giridhari Yadav (JD-U); P R Natarajan (CPI-
M); and Kunwar Danish Ali (BSP).

History of Ethics Committees

A Presiding Officers’ Conference held in
Delhi in 1996 first mooted the idea of ethics

panels for the two Houses.

Then Vice President (and Rajya Sabha
Chairman) K R Narayanan constituted the
Ethics Committee of the Upper House on
March 4, 1997, and it was inaugurated that
May to oversee the moral and ethical con-
duct of members and examine cases of mis-
conduct referred to it. The Rules applicable
to the Committee of Privileges also apply to
the ethics panel.

In the case of Lok Sabha, a study group of
the House Committee of Privileges, after vis-
iting Australia, the UK, and the USin 1997 to
look into practices pertaining to the conduct
and ethics of legislators, recommended the
constitution of an Ethics Committee, but it
could not be taken up by Lok Sabha.

The Committee of Privileges finally rec-
ommended the constitution of an Ethics
Committee during the 13th Lok Sabha. The
late Speaker, G M C Balayogi, constituted an
ad hoc Ethics Committee in 2000, which be-
came a permanent part of the House only
in 2015.

2005 cash-for-query case

In 2005, the two Houses adopted mo-
tions to expel 10 Lok Sabha MPs and one
Rajya Sabha MP who were accused of agree-
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ing to ask questions in Parliament for money.
The motion in Lok Sabha was based on the
report of a special committee set up by the
Speaker under Chandigarh MP P K Bansal to
examine the issue. In Rajya Sabha, the com-
plaint was examined by the House Ethics
Committee.

The BJP, which lost six MPs, demanded
that the Bansal Committee’s report be sent
to the Privileges Committee, so that the par-
liamentarians could defend themselves.

Former Lok Sabha Secretary General PD
T Achary said there was “alot of evidence” in
the 2005 case — it was based on a sting op-
eration — the challenge in the Mahua Moitra
case will be to link the questions asked by
the TMC MP to a money trail.

Procedure for complaints

Any person can complain against a
Member through another Lok Sabha MP,
along with evidence of the alleged miscon-
duct, and an affidavit stating that the com-
plaintis not “false, frivolous, or vexatious”. If
the Member himself complains, the affidavit
is not needed.

The Speaker can refer to the Committee
any complaint against an MP.

The Committee does not entertain com-

plaints based only on media reports or on
matters that are sub judice. The Committee
makes a prima facie inquiry before deciding
to examine a complaint. It makes its recom-
mendations after evaluating the complaint.

The Committee presents its report to the
Speaker, who asks the House if the report
should be taken up for consideration. There
is also a provision for a half-hour discussion
on the report.

Privileges Committee

The work of the Ethics Committee and
the Privileges Committee often overlap. An
allegation of corruption against an MP can
be sent to either body, but usually more se-
rious accusations go to the Privileges
Committee.

The mandate of the Privileges Committee
is to safeguard the “freedom, authority, and
dignity of Parliament”. These privileges are
enjoyed by individual Members as well as
the House as a whole. An MP can be exam-
ined for breach of privilege; a non-MP too
can be accused of breach of privilege for ac-
tions that attack the authority and dignity of
the House.

The Ethics Committee can take up only
cases of misconduct that involve MPs.

Labyrinth under Gaza: lifeline for Hamas, Israel’s greatest challenge

which “will require a lot of time”.

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

AN ISRAELI ground invasion of Gaza, when
it ultimately comes, will have to reckon with
what lies under the ground — alabyrinth of
tunnels, controlled and operated by Hamas.
Not much is known about this subterranean
spiderweb, but its criticalimportance to the
strategy of both the militants and the
Israelis, and indeed to how the battle pro-
gresses, is widely acknowledged.

The network of approximately 1,300
tunnels is thought to be around 500 km in
length, with the deepest tunnels lying up to
70 metres underground, DW reported. Most
passages are about 2 metres in width and
height, and allow the comfortable move-
ment of humans and equipment.

According to John Spencer, chair of urban
warfare studies at the Modern War Institute
of the US Military Academy West Point, the
sheer scale of the tunnel system underneath
Gaza poses a “wicked problem” for which
“no perfect solution exists”,and overcoming
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When and why were these tunnels dug,
what are they used for, and why are they
likely to pose a significant challenge to the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF)?

Lifeline of a besieged people

The earliest tunnels underneath Gaza
were probably dug as far back as the 1980s.
The size and sophistication of the network
increased after Israel tightened its blockade
of Gaza in 2007.

For the besieged Palestinians, the tun-
nels are lifelines that provide them with all
kinds of essential items, from food and
medicine to hygiene products and electron-
ics. Many lie along Gaza’s border with Egypt,
from where goods are smuggled through
the city of Rafah in the Sinai peninsula.

Prior to 2013, when Egypt cracked down
on cross-border smuggling, the 12-km
Egypt-Gaza border had as many as 2,500
tunnels, and moved as much as 500 tonnes
of steel and 3,000 tonnes of cement daily.

For Hamas, which has poured millions
of dollars into the construction and upkeep

of these tunnels, they are of “existential”
importance, keeping Gaza’s battered econ-
omy afloat.

For Hamas, the great equaliser

These tunnels also sustain the violent
militancy of Hamas, and are used to smug-
gle weaponry and military equipment into
Gaza. Apart from the smuggling tunnels in
the southern border, Hamas has built some
explicitly for military purposes.

An Israeli soldier
in a destroyed
tunnel near

the kibbutz of
Kissufim, in 2018.
The NYT

Underneath Gaza, a series of “defensive
tunnels” are used as military command cen-
tres, and for the storage of weapons.
According to western military experts, these
are the tunnels through which Hamas or-
chestrates its military operations against
Israel, as well as where tis likely hiding most
hostages it took on October 7. Attached to
these are the “offensive tunnels” on the bor-
derwith Israel, which are used for cross-bor-
der attacks and other operations.

“The tunnels allow fighters to move be-
tween a series of fighting positions safely
and freely,” Spencer wrote in his article pub-
lished on October 17. “In short, the tunnels
are a great equaliser, neutralising Israel’s ad-
vantages in weaponry, tactics, technology
and organisation.” (Underground Night-
mare: Hamas Tunnels and the Wicked
Problem Facing the IDF)

Tackling the tunnels challenge

Given how important the tunnels are for
Hamas, they will be top priority for the IDF
during the planned ground invasion. But
eliminating them altogether will not be
easy, experts say.

First and foremost is the problem of lo-
cating these tunnels, which the experts say
is akin to finding a needle in a haystack.
Even with the availability of modern sur-
veillance technology including radar, ther-
mal imaging, and magnetic signatures,
most tunnels are found by human detective
work. This is why it has been impossible to
accurately say just how big the tunnel sys-
tem underneath Gazais.

Second, even if the Israelis do locate the

tunnels, eliminating them will not be sim-
ple. Sending in soldiers is fraught with risk
as the tunnels will likely be booby trapped,
and fighting inside the tunnels will almost
certainly favour the Hamas militants, with
their detailed knowledge of the terrain.

Using bunker-buster bombs runs the
risk of causing extensive collateral damage,
given how densely Gaza is populated.
Although chemical agents have been used
in the past, notably by the US in Vietnam,
these would be regarded as “illegal” under
International Humanitarian Law.

The IDF is highly trained for tunnel war-
fare, more than any other military force in
the world, according to Spencer. But neutral-
ising Gaza’s tunnel network will take time,
and likely come at immense human cost.

As Daphne Richemond-Barak, author of
Underground Warfare (2017), noted inan ar-
ticle in Financial Times, “Even in such a sce-
nario — which would come at an unthink-
able human cost — it is unlikely that the
entirety of Gaza’s tunnel network would be
destroyed.”
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MINISTER’S ANNOUNCEMENT COMES AFTER EXPRESS REPORT FLAGGED HOW BMC TOOK EYE OFF WASTE MOUNTAIN

Mumbai civic body bans garbage burning in the
open, sends notices to 6,000 construction sites

PRATIP ACHARYA
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 25

ON THE day The Indian Express
published a report on how
Mumbai’s civic body took its eyes
off the garbage dumping and its
burning, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation ordered
a complete ban on burning of
garbage in the open. Earlier, the
city’s Guardian Minister Deepak
Kesarkar said the BMC had sent
notices to 6,000 construction
sites to install fogging machines
and sprinklers.

DEATH By
BREATH

MUMBAI'S
TOXIC AIR

AN EXPRESS SERIES

Burning trash, choking air: How Mumbai civic
agencies took their eyes off waste mountain
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The Indian Express report on Wednesday highlighted how
garbage burning continues due to the civic body’s inaction

—ACROSS 52 DISTRICTS ———

On UP govt radar,
200 ailing health
centres: missing

infra, dodgy finance

80% commissioned before Yogi govt
came to power, SIT set up in many cases

53-year-old ‘ward boy’ Jharkhande Yadav at Kandharapur
primary health centre in Azamgarh district. Vishal Srivastav

YOUR RIGHT
TO KNOW

AN EXPRESS RTI
APPLICATION

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

FROM A building with no doors
and windows to one where
stairs are missing; projects
whose finances are under a
cloud; where construction work
is abandoned because the
agency has lost interest. These
are some of the key reasons why
more than 200 community

health centres (CHCs) and pri-
mary health centres (PHCs)in 52
Uttar Pradesh districts are stuck,
some from as far back as 2005,
information accessed by The
Indian Express under the Right to
Information Act shows.

Indeed, most of these centres
are languishing from before the
Yogi Adityanath government
came to power in 2017, and the
UP government's health depart-
ment has flagged alleged finan-
cialirregularities, ongoing inter-
nal inquiry, or the need for a
probe by a Special Investigation
Team in around 90 such centres
(see interview below).

According to information
available until August 2023, 86

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Working to finish projectsin a
timely manner: health minister

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

UTTAR PRADESH Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak, who
also holds the health portfolio,
has told The Indian Express that
the state government is cog-
nizant of alleged financial irreg-
ularities in some under-con-
struction primary health centers
(PHCs) and community health
centers (CHCs), and action has
already been initiated.

In response to a question-
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JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR,OCTOBER 25

EVERY ELECTION throws up the
challenge of Abujhmad, adense,
almost impenetrable
forest region whose

naire, Pathak said, “SIT investiga-
tion has been ordered by the cur-
rent government against officials
of the executing agency con-
cerned, UP Rajkiya Nirman
Nigam Limited. Based on the
findings of the SIT investigation,
UP Rajkiya Nirman Nigam
Limited is taking action against
the guilty officials at their own
level.”

UP Rajkiya Nirman Nigam
Limited is one of seven govern-
ment agencies tasked with the
construction, handling 63 CHCs

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Maoist threat, but on the ground,
officials are on their toes as the
five state Assembly elections
kick off with voting here as part
of Chhattisgarh’s first phase on
November 7.

Larger than the
state of Goa, with

name stands for “un- parts of it extending
known hills”, holding into Dantewada and
withinit the last of the Bijapur districts of
Maoist bastions in the Chhattisgarh and bor-
country, located in dering Gadchiroli in
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar DECISION Maharashtra,

region. 2023 Abujhmad includes

Union Home ~CHHATTISGARH-  3round 200 villages.

Minister Amit Shah has But, givenits sparse

been insisting the BJP govern-
ment has almost tackled the

population, estimated to be
around 40,000 people, it is cov-
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‘T FEEL VERY BLESSED’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets office-bearers of Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust in Delhi on Wednesday. In a post on X, the Prime Minister said they invited him
to Ayodhya for the Ram Temple idol consecration ceremony. “I feel very blessed,” he posted.

At a press conference
Wednesday, Kesarkar also said
the BMC is putting in place a
process to soon start segregation
of waste — extraction of pollu-
tants from the garbage — at its
two landfills in Deonar and
Kanjurmarg,.

The new set of guidelines to
mitigate air pollution announced
by the BMC said, “There shall be
acomplete ban on open burning
anywhere in the geographical
area under BMC, especially
garbage dumping grounds and
possible sites of trash burning.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Trust general secretary Champat Rai said the ceremony will be held on January 22. P11 PAGE7
Kovind committee on BYUNNY
o Cheet up!
one-nation, one-poll (M Sap
t
Committee AURAUN YL
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE headed by MNisd /
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25 ex-President IEHEH"J
Kovind was GERMANY
THE LAW Commission, chaired setup on USA
by Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi (re- Sept 2 UK

tired), on Wednesday made a
presentation to the high-level
committee headed by former
President Ram Nath Kovind oniits
“suggestions and viewpoints” re-
garding simultaneous elections.

The second meeting of the
committee on Wednesday was
attended by all the members —
Kovind, Home Minister Amit
Shah, Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal, former Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad, 15th Finance
Commission Chairman N K
Singh, former Lok Sabha

Secretary General Subhash C
Kashyap, senior advocate Harish
Salve and former Chief Vigilance
Commissioner Sanjay Kothari.
The committee was set up on
September 2 to “examine and
make recommendations for
holding simultaneous elections”
to Lok Sabha, state assemblies
and local bodies.

“The Law Commission of
India made a presentation dur-
ing the meeting elaborating their

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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PRECEDENT
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SC to Judges: Follow roster, taking
unassigned cases gross impropriety

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

UNDERLINING THE importance
of the roster for allocating work
toJudges, the Supreme Court has
said that “Judges have to follow
discipline and ought not to take
up any case unlessitis specifically
assigned by the Chief Justice”.
The bench of Justices Abhay S
Oka and Pankaj Mithal was hear-

ered by the single Assembly con-
stituency of Narayanpur. Officials
say that 90% of its area remains
unsurveyed.

Most of the residents are
“Abujhmaadiya”, a loose term
for the seven Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs) of Chhattisgarh, entitled
to special benefits and rights
from the government meant for
endangered groups like them.

Since 2018 to now, the push
by the Election Commission has
added 312 new voter names to
the electoral rolls in Abujhmad;
14,800-plus were added overall
in Narayanpur district. The aver-
age for the rest of the 11

ing anappeal against a Rajasthan
High Court Judge’s decision to al-
low a civil writ petition for club-
bing of FIRs against some ac-
cused. The bench noted that the
accused had first filed two crim-
inal writ petitions, but a single
Judge, in April this year, had re-
fused to grant any interim relief.

Thereafter, in what the SC
called a “very extraordinary step”,
the accused filed a civil writ peti-
tion.In May, the other Judge hear-

ing civil writ petitions allowed the
FIRs to be clubbed, and, in June,
also directed that no coercive ac-
tion be taken against the accused.
The appellant, Ambalal
Parihar, at whose instance six FIRs
were registered against the ac-
cused, claimed before the apex
court thata civil writ petition was
filed to avoid the roster judge who
had not granted interim relief.
“This is a shocking case of
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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MONTH AFTER SERVICES SUSPENDED

Delhi dials down,
restores some visa

services in Canada

Visa services for categories such as entry, business,
medical, conference resume today, but not tourists

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

A MONTH after it suspended
Indian visa services in Canada
and asked Ottawa to reduce its
diplomatic presence in India fol-
lowing the diplomatic firestorm
over Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau'’s allegation of a
potential Indian link to the killing
of a Canada-based Khalistan sep-
aratist, Delhi moved to reduce
tensions between the two coun-
tries by restoring visa servicesin
some categories with effect
Thursday.

In a statement that signalled
the de-escalatory move, the
High Commission of India in
Ottawa said, “After a considered
review of the security situation
that takes into account some re-
cent Canadian measures in this
regard, it has been decided to re-
sume visa services for the fol-
lowing categories with effect

Afile photo of S Jaishankar
with Canada Foreign
Minister Melanie Joly

from October 26, 2023: Entry
visa, Business visa, Medical visa,
and Conference visa.”

While the entry visa is meant
for Indian-origin Canadian pass-
port holders, the business visa is
for Canadian business travellers
and investors in India. These
have been restored keeping in
view the high demand from
Indian-origin Canadian citizens
who don’t have OCl cards as well

as Canadian investors in India.

The medical visa is mostly
used by Indian-origin Canadians
for cost-effective emergency
medical treatment and the con-
ference visais foracademics and
think tanks.

But tourist visas have still not
been restored for Canadian citi-
zens. “The visa services have
been opened partially, but it has
not been normalised,” an Indian
government source said.

But this is still perceived as a
major de-escalatory move by
India, a month after Trudeau’s al-
legation of a potential link of
Indian government links to the
killing of Khalistan separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

The official statement said
that the High Commission of
India in Ottawa and its
Consulates General in Toronto
and Vancouver were con-
strained to suspend visa services
temporarily because of safety

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Contours of joint
theatre commands
ready, await Govt
nod before tweaks

One each for Pak, China frontiers, third
for threat via sea; early talks on a fourth

The proposed national defence committee is likely to be
headed by the Defence Minister. File

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

THE ARMED Forces have nar-
rowed down the final contours
of the integrated theatre com-
mands with a proposal for the-
atre commanders under a na-
tional defence committee likely
to be headed by the Defence
Minister, top officials have told
The Indian Express.

Officials said the structures of
the theatre commands are
awaiting the approval of the gov-
ernment, based on which there
may be further changes.

The theaterisation plans seek
to integrate the Army, Navy and
Indian Air Force and their re-
sources into specific theatre

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Paramilitary forces in Narayanpur. Sajin Saju
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The
unified
@ approach

EXPLAINED

SIMPLY PUT, a theatre com-
mand deploys elements of
the three services under a
single, unified command
structure. Each command
is assigned a specific geo-
graphical region, combin-
ing resources of the three
services for operational
roles. Given the threat India
faces onits northern and
western borders, inte-
grated theatre commands
and the roles assigned will
be key in dealing with any
future conflict.

Assembly seats in Bastar is
13,000-plus. An official says that
voting is “very low” in general at
three-fourths of the 30 polling
booths in the Abujhmad region.
As per Election Commission data,
in the Orchha development block
in 2018, a total of 15,018 people
had voter IDs out of which only
4,867 people (32.40%) voted. For
all but one booth, officials will be
sent on choppers.

Chhattisgarh Chief Electoral
Officer Reena Kangale told The
Indian Express, “For the first time
in Bastar region, 2,000 polling
booths will have arrangements
for a live webcast, with officials
monitoring the proceedings from

Citing absence,
Bihar schools
strike 20 lakh

off rolls; 1.5 lakh
may miss Boards

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,OCTOBER 25

BIHAR GOVERNMENT schools
have struck off the names of
more than 20 lakh students from
their rolls for remaining absent,
with more than 1.5 lakh at risk of
missing their Board exams.
Officials said the move is
aimed at making sure govern-
ment resources are efficiently
utilised and benefits reach de-
serving students. It is also aimed
at streamlining the mid-day
meal scheme, and ensuring that
school managements don’t fake
the presence of students during
meal time, officials said.
According to officials, two
categories of students will be
particularly impacted — those
who remained absent from
schools to help their parents in
agriculture or small business
work, and those who are en-
rolled simultaneously in private
schools and keep government
schools as a “back-up” in case
they don’t do well there.
While Education Minister
Chandrashekhar was not avail-
able for comment, an education
department official explained:
“There are no cases of ghost en-
rolments anymore since Aadhaar
cards have been made manda-
tory for enrolling. But some par-
ents enrol their wards in govern-
ment and private schools with
the hope of getting benefits un-
der our scholarship scheme.
However, we have made 75 per
cent attendance mandatory for
availing those benefits.”
Teachers’ associations, how-
ever, called the move “arbitrary”
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Why all eyes are on lone seat in Abujhmad, the last Maoist fortress

the control room. Overall, 12,000
polling booths in Chhattisgarh
will have live webcasting.”
However, the facility will not be
available in Abujhmad.

In 2018, the Orchha develop-
ment block in Abujhmad saw
among the lowest voting, with
only around 32.40% turning up,
less than half of the state’s aver-
age of 76.45%. Narayanpur dis-
trict, overall, saw 74.88% turnout.

Every vote matters for the
parties as, in 2018, Chandan
Kashyap of the Congress had de-
feated two-time minister and
three-time MLA Kedar Kashyap
of the BJP by a margin of 2,647

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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WHAT IS SIM SWAPPING AND HOW CAN YOU PROTECT YOUR SIM FROM MISUSE?

Freedom and convenience can also spell vulnerability, as scammers are devising new ways to target
unsuspecting users.The latest scam has to do with your SIM card falling into the wrong hands. Learn more
about SIM swapping, and how to protect yourself and others.

ENTERTAINMENT

ROHIT ROY LOOKS
BACK ON HIS CAREER

Actor says should have
been ‘more careful’ in
his nascent years

Delhi restores some visa services in Canada

and security considerations.

Sources said while Ottawa has
stepped up security for the Indian
diplomats, the situationis not yet
completely normal. “Emergency
situations will continue to be ad-
dressed by the High Commission
and Consulates General asitis be-
ing done currently,” the state-
ment said, adding that further de-
cisions, as appropriate, would be
intimated based on continuing
evaluation of the situation.

The announcement came
three days after External Affairs

Minister S Jaishankar said India is
looking at resuming visa services
for Canadians “very soon” if it sees
progress in the safety of its diplo-
mats in Canada.

Jaishankar said that the pri-
mary reason behind India tem-
porarily stopping the visa services
was the concern over the safety
and security of its diplomats in
Canada. Ottawa’s inability to pro-
vide a secure environment to
Indian officials, he said, chal-
lenged the most fundamental as-
pectof the Vienna Convention on

Diplomatic Relations. His com-
ments last Sunday came after
Canada announced that it had
pulled out 41 diplomats from
India and halted its visa and con-
sular services in Chandigarh,
Mumbai and Bengaluru, and that
these services would now be
available only at the Canadian
High Commission in Delhi.

The Indian move to resume
visa services is being seenas a po-
tential “door-opener” though
Trudeau and his government
have not withdrawn his allega-

tion, dismissed by Delhi as “ab-
surd” and “motivated”.

Delhi cited parity and the
Vienna Convention on the down-
sizing of Canadian diplomatic
presence, but that has not found
favour with US, UK, Australia and
New Zealand — all partners of
Canada in the Five Eyes alliance.

Delhi had rejected Canada’s
“attempt to portray the imple-
mentation of parity as a violation
of international norms”, and ac-
cused Canadian diplomats of in-
terfering in India’s internal affairs.

e Contours of joint theatre commands ready, await Govt nod before tweaks

commands. An official said mem-
bers of the Chiefs of Staff
Committee (COSC) are also likely
tobe part of the defence commit-
tee that will oversee the work of
theatre commanders.

The COSC comprises the three
service chiefs and the Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS)and takes im-
portant decisions related to mat-
ters of higher defence.

“As per current plans, the
structural changes, owing to the
theaterisation plans, are alsolikely
to involve appointment of a Vice
CDS and a Deputy CDS,” the offi-
cial said, adding that they would
oversee the verticals of operations,
intelligence and planning, train-
ing, procurements and other
Defence-related aspects.

Earlier discussions involved
keeping theroles of raise, trainand
sustain for the service chiefs while

entrusting operations to the the-
atre commanders. But, according
to a second official, it is currently
being discussed that the service
chiefs will likely retain some op-
erational roles.

The official said that while the
basic structure of the theatre com-
mandsis nearly final, certain mat-
ters related to human resource
matters are yet to be decided.

The theaterisation plans, offi-
cials said, also entail overall trans-
formation and better integration
of the three service headquarters.

As reported by The Indian
Express in January this year, three
theatre commands will be set up
first — one facing Pakistan, another
opposite China, and a maritime
theatre command to tackle mar-
itime threats outside the coastal
borders of the country. These the-
atre commands are likely to be lo-

cated in Jaipur, Lucknow and
Karwar, respectively.

Anofficial said that existing tri-
service agencies such as cyber,
space and the special operations
division — to gradually upgrade to
commands — might beintegrated
as a fourth theatre command in
the future. But this planis still ata
discussion stage.

Limited cross-postings be-
tween the Army, Navy and IAF
have already been implemented
to promote jointness. “Restruc-
turing of the headquartersand the
subsequent postings will take
place after the final approval from
the government,” the official said.

Currently, the Army and the
IAF have seven commands each,
while the Navy has three. In addi-
tion, there are two tri-service
commands — the Andaman and
Nicobar Command and the

Strategic Forces Command (SFC),
apart from the Headquarters
Integrated Defence Staff (HQIDS).

Oneregular command of each
of the three servicesis likely to be
upgraded to a theatre command.
The current discussions are to
subsume the Andaman and
Nicobar Command into the mar-
itime theatre command and bring
the HQIDS under the CDS.

The SFCwill continue to oper-
ateindependently. All other com-
mands will continue to oversee
the respective operational the-
atres and there will be focus on
enhancing jointness among the
three services in areas such as in-
telligence, logistics, training, infra-
structure among others.

Considered a major reform,
creation of theatre commands
and their structure has been un-
der discussions for three years.

QOn UP govt radar: 200 ailing health centres, half-built to gaps in funding

CHCs and 132 PHCs commis-
sioned between 2005 and 2023
are pending completion. The state
has a total of 970 CHCs and 3,976
PHCs across 75 districts. As many
as 178 or 81.6% of the centres were
commissioned before the Yogi
government came to power.

The health department has
also highlighted the extent of
completion of each project (table
1), and the year in which they
were commissioned (table 2).

APHCis the first point of con-
tact between the village commu-
nity and the medical officer,
meant to provide curative and
preventive healthcare to the rural
population. They are established
and maintained by state govern-
ments under the Minimum
Needs Programme or Basic
Minimum Services Programme,
and are supposed to be manned
by amedical officer supported by
paramedical and other staff.

CHCsareastep higher, serving
as referral centres for four PHCs
and providing facilities for obstet-
ric care and specialist consulta-
tions. A CHC is required to be
staffed by four medical specialists
- surgeon, physician, obstetri-
cian/gynaecologist and paediatri-
cian - supported by paramedical
and other staff. It typically has 30
beds with one OT, X-ray, labour
room and laboratory facilities.

Information accessed under
RTI by The Indian Express reveals
the key reasons behind the stalling
of 218 PHCs and CHCs:

M In around 90 unfinished
projects, the health department
has highlighted alleged “financial
irregularities”, ongoing internal
inquiry, or an SIT (Special
Investigation Team) probe. In all
these cases, more than 90 percent
of the amount that was allocated
for construction has been spent.
While internal inquiries are ongo-
ing, one of the seven agencies
tasked with the construction - the
Rajkiya Nirman Nigam - has rec-
ommended an SIT probe.

M In one instance, the health
department notes: “The building
has no doors, windows and the
floorisincomplete.” This particu-
lar CHC was commissioned in
2006-07 in Ervakatra in eastern
Uttar Pradesh. A total of Rs 2.24
crore was allotted, which hasbeen
spent, and the government hasal-
ready rejected the revised esti-

UP CHCs: PROGRESS REPORT
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Information accessed under RTI

mate.

M On the status of a CHC in
Raniganj Kaithola of Pratapgarh,
commissioned in 2014-15, the de-
partment notes: “The building
does not have stairs or ramp to go
from the first floor to the second
floor.” While 94 percent of the al-
located money has been spent, 60
percent of progress has been
made.

W "Affected by financial irreg-
ularities. The doors, windows,
electric fixer in the buildings are
partially complete,” notes the
health department on the status
of a CHC in Azamgarh’s
Mohammadpur, commissioned
in2007-08. A total of Rs 3.02 crore
wasreleased, and despite over 96
percent of the funds being spent,
only the first floor of the main
building has been finished,
records show.

M On the status of a CHC in
Dapsaura of Fatehpur, which was
alloted in 2014-15 and passed its
completion deadline in June 2021,
the department notes: "Due to
high expenditure by the construc-
tion unit, internal investigation is
ongoing. Work stalled. OHT (over-
head tank)is incomplete, there are
nonets/glasses in the windows of
the main building and MO’s

epaper..ne'ss.cnm

(medical officer) residence.”

M "Due to non-completion of
work even after the entireamount
has been spent, the process of fil-
ing chargesheet against the re-
sponsible officersis going onat the
executing agency level," notes the
department on the status of one
of the oldest commissioned proj-
ects from 2006-07 in Paras, Gonda
district.

M "On-site inspection was
conducted on 06.07.2023. The
work of medical officer and cate-
gory-2 residence septic tanksand
soak pits is still in progress. Apart
from this, minor defects are being
rectified,” notes the department
on the status of a PHC in
Amaujaspur in Sultanpur district,
commissioned in 2018-19,which
was declared complete.

M '"The doorsinstalled have to
be replaced. The approach road
has tobe repaired. The floor of the
overhead tank is broken," notes
the department on the status of
two PHCs in Bijnor district, com-
missioned in 2018-19.

M On the status of a CHC in
Sultanpur, the department notes:
"AnFIR has been lodged by the ex-
ecuting agency against its JE (jun-
iorengineer)and AE (assistanten-
gineer) on 20.03.2015. The work

is stalled.” The project was com-
missioned in 2008-09.

M "The construction/execut-
ingagency is not taking interestin
completing the work. The balance
amount of Rs 70.26 lakh was re-
leased on 22.11.2022," notes the
department on the status of a PHC
in Bhadari, Pratapgarh district,
commissioned in 2007-08.
Despite spending about 50 per-
cent of the allocated money, the
project s still at the level of foun-
dation work.

M "Almost the allocated cost
for the medical officer’s residence
has been spent and the construc-
tion work has been done only up
tothe chairlevel. Reporthasbeen
sought from the construction
unit," noted the health depart-
ment on the status of a PHC in
Kudarcoat in Auraiya district,
commissioned in 2005-06.

M Other reasons cited by the
health department for the delay
include incomplete wiring; no
water supply; unavailability of
land; no mesh/glass in windows,
etc. Records also show that even
in the case of some “completed”
works, irregularities were found
during on-site inspection.

Seven government agencies
were tasked with the construction
- UP Rajkiya Nirman Nigam, UP
Housing & Development Board,
Construction & Design Services of
UP]JalNigam, Uttar Pradesh Rajya
Nirman Sahkari Sangh Ltd, UP
Projects Corporation Limited, UP
State  Construction  And
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited,and UPRural
Engineering Department.

The maximum number of
projects are being constructed by
the Rajkiya Nirman Nigam (63
CHCs and 66 PHCs), followed by
the Housing & Development
Board (36 projects) and the Rajya
Nirman Sahkari Sangh Ltd (28
projects).

In total, of the Rs 393.80 crore
allocated for the construction of
CHCs,Rs 353.36 crore has already
been released until August 2023,
and Rs 305.30 crore spent by con-
struction agencies. In the case of
PHCs, of the Rs 166.75 crore allo-
cated for construction, Rs 160.55
crore has been released and Rs
129.80 crore spent.

TOMORROW: GAPS
BETWEEN ON PAPER
AND ON THE GROUND
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Nobel Prize winner,
Rajasthan's new party,
and Israel-Hamas war

Nobel laureate Claudia Goldin's work on
the wage gap and women's involvement in
the labor market, a new party in Rajasthan
with a focus on the issues faced by the
Tribal population of the state,and an
update on the ongoing Israel- Hamas war.

e Mumbai civic body bans garbage burning in the open

Besides sending notices to
constructions sites, the BMC said it
will soondeploy 30 ‘clean up mar-
shals’ineach of the city’s 24 wards
who would monitor spitting, lit-
tering, garbage dumping and
burning, and levy fines. In certain
hotspots, where the Air Quality
Index has sharply deteriorated,
the BMC also plans to install air-
purifiers too.

As part of the Express Series
‘Death by Breath’, the newspaper
had on Wednesday carried a re-
port “Burning trash, choking air:
How BMC took its eyes off waste
mountain”, The report highlighted
how garbage burning continued
unabated due to the civic body’s
inaction and how it adversely af-
fected public health, especially of
children. Burning waste is one of
the primary sources of PM 2.5
(particles less than 2.5 microme-
ters in diameter) and toxic fumes
pollute the air.

Stating the government was
serious about controlling pollu-
tion, Kesarkar told The Indian
Express he will personally moni-
tor the civic body’s action every
week. “Earlier nobody took a re-
view of these issues in the civic
body, however,nowIam going to
closely monitor this situation and
take areview every week. We are
hopeful that the city’s air quality
sees an improvement within the
next two months,” he said.

The Express Series launched
on October 19 will continue to re-
port over the following days and
weeks all aspects of the city’s air
pollution crisis and the possible
solutions and interventions. On
Wednesday, the report high-
lighted that one of the key aspects
of solid waste management re-

e Working to
finish projects in
a timely manner:
health minister

and 66 PHCs that are yet to be
completed. A total of 218 health
centres, some commissioned as
far back as 2005-06, are yet to be
fully finished, health department
records accessed under RTI show.

Explaining the plan to com-
plete projects that are stuck, Pathak
said, “It has been decided by the
Cabinet that some of the financial
burdenwill be borne by the Rajkiya
Nirman Nigam Limited and some
by the Health Department, so that
work can be completed in a time-
bound manner. Action is being
taken accordingly.”

The 218 projects include 40
commissioned under the current
BJP government in the state. On
that, Pathak said, “The works
which are currently under con-
struction are being closely moni-
tored and action is being taken to
complete them on time so they
can be made operational to the
public soon.”

“To complete the projects on
time, administrative and financial
approvals are being issued in a
timely manner and funds are be-
ing allocated accordingly. The
projects are being continuously
monitored by the government,”
said Pathak, adding that this is to
ensure financial irregularities do
not happenin the future and proj-
ects are finished on time.

BMC GUIDELINES FOR AIR POLLUTION MITIGATION

B Complete ban on open
garbage burning anywhere
in BMC jurisdiction,
especially at dumping
grounds

B Immediate deployment
of enforcement squads at
ward level to ensure
guidelines are followed

B Water fogging during
loading and unloading
activities at construction
sites as well as water
sprinkling on debris

B Deployment of sensor-
based air pollution
monitors at work sites

M Covering construction
and demolition sites with
green cloth or jute sheet

M 35-foot-high tin or metal
sheets at construction sites
sprawled over an acre and
25-foot-high sheets at sites
under one acre

M Vehicles ferrying debris
from construction sites
must be covered, not
overloaded and have their
tires cleaned

M All construction workers
and managers must wear
equipment such as masks,
goggles and helmets

lates to segregation. It also pointed
to the fact that while garbage
burning is rampant, BMC does not
have any record of penalties im-
posed despite having a bye-law,
effective since December 2006.
Addressing media, Guardian
Minister Kesarkar acknowledged
that Air Quality Index (AQI) read-
ings are high around the landfills.
“We are reviewing our existing
method of garbage dumping and
will also try to improve the exist-
ing infrastructure the civic body
hasin place for waste processing.”
Referring to pollution from
dust linked to construction work
— The Indian Express had high-
lighted this in its October 19
‘Death by Breath'’ series ground re-
port from six sites — Kesarkar said
notices to all construction sites
across the city had been issued.
“The civic body has sent no-
tices to 6,000 construction sites

where civil works related to vari-
ous private and government infra-
structure projects are being taken
up,” he said. He said the govern-
mentaswellas BMCare studying
dust mitigation measures taken
in Delhi while executing Central
Vista Redevelopment Project.

In response to The Indian
Express report on Wednesday on
garbage burning, the BMC said it
was working towards framing the
Solid Waste Management guide-
lines. “The BMCis currently in the
process of revising new solid
waste management bye laws,
aimed at establishing rigorous
rules and regulations for the effec-
tive management of municipal
solid waste,” it said ina statement.

The BMC said it is in the
process of deploying ‘Clean Up
Marshalls’ to monitor littering,
garbage dumping and burning,
and levy penaltiesin all the wards.

¢ SC to Judges

gross abuse of the process of law...
We wonder how a civil writ peti-
tion for clubbing First Information
Reports could be entertained. In
the roster notified by the Chief
Justice, thereis a separate roster for
criminal writ petitions,” the bench
said in its October 16 order. “If the
courts allow such sharp practices,
the roster notified by the Chief
Justice will have no meaning,”

Calling it a “classic case of fo-
rum hunting”, the bench said:
“The Judges have to follow disci-
pline and ought not to take up any
case unless it is specifically as-
signed by the Chief]Justice. AJudge
cantake upacase, provided either
the cases of that category have
been assigned to him as per the
notified roster, or the particular
caseis specifically assigned by the
Chief Justice. Taking up a case not
specifically assigned by the Chief
Justiceis anact of gross impropri-
ety. Though a civil writ petition
was filed, the learned Judge ought
to have converted itintoa criminal
writ petition which could have
been placed only before the ros-
ter Judge taking up criminal writ
petitions”. The complainants were
notimpleaded in the civil writ pe-
tition and, “interestingly, both in
the civil and criminal cases, the
same advocate represented the”
accused, the SC noted.

It said the accused “must be
saddled with costs” and asked
them to pay Rs 50,000 to the
Rajasthan State Legal Services
Authority. It dismissed the civil
writ petition and directed that
“the conductof the...respondents
shall be brought to the notice of
concerned court” hearing peti-
tions under Section482 CrPCfiled
by them “for quashing the FIRs”.

e Law Commission meets Kovind committee

suggestions and viewpoints on
the issue of simultaneous elec-
tions in the country,” a Law
Ministry statement said.

The Law Commission was
represented by Justice Awasthi,
member Prof (Dr) Anand
Paliwal, and Member Secretary
Khetrabasi Biswal.

According to sources, the Law
Commission is set to release its
report on the issue of simultane-
ous elections soon.

The committee’s secretary,

Law Secretary Niten Chandra, in-
formed the panel that after its
first meeting on September 23,
letters had been sent to six na-
tional parties, 33 state parties
and seven registered unrecog-
nised parties to seek their views
on the issue, the Law Ministry
statement said.

He also told the meeting that
the committee had been re-
named as the “high level com-
mittee on one nation, one elec-
tion” and a website for receiving

suggestions and presenting in-
formation on the topic
(onoe.gov.in) had also been de-
veloped. The committee
launched the website during the
meeting.

The committee decided to
approve its budget for 2023-
2024 and “noted” the resigna-
tion of Congress leader in Lok
Sabha, Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, who resigned soon
after the committee was set up,
the statement said.

e Why all eyes are on lone seat in Abujhmad

votes in Narayanpur.

However, there are apprehen-
sions regarding the turnout fol-
lowing fatal attacks on five BJP
leaders, which have left party
workers rattled in the region. The
BJP poll coordinator for
Narayanpur district, Ratan Dubey;,
said: “I have told BJP workers that
there is no need to take the risk of
going to the polling booths in
Abujhmad. Neither are Congress
workers taking that risk, as the
area is under Naxal influence.”

Among those killed was BJP
Narayanpur deputy chief Sagar
Sahu, who was shot by Maoistsin
February.

Dubey said he is uncertain
how the people will vote, given
the situation. “After five back-to-
back murders of our workers this
year by Maoists, some of us have
got security. Evenl gota callasking
me if | wanted security.”

Ravi Ghosh, a general secre-
tary and a Bastarleader said, “The
element of risk is there. but peo-
ple in Abujhmad have also bene-
fited from welfare schemes of
Congress.”

Narayanpur District Collector
Ajeet Vasant admitted the chal-
lenging task before them, “owing
to Left Wing Extremism, geo-
graphical barriers and inaccessi-
ble areas”. He talked of measures
to restore the faith of the people
in the government, such as a
health and welfare centre for
pregnant women, reopening of
schools,and new school buildings.

Sundarraj P, Inspector General
of Police, Bastar Range, is count-
ing on measures such as “opening
up of police stations at Sonpur and
Kohametta as well as new base
camps like  Dondribeda,
Kademeta, Kadenar etc” to en-
courage voting,.

This year, there was a jump in
the number of farmers in
Kurusnar village bordering
Abujhmad who sold their paddy
to the government following in-
creased compensation under the
state government’s Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojna. Abujhmadalso
got its first operation theatre re-
cently, and two new mobile tow-
ers, though over 70% of the area is
still without a mobile network.

Journalist Alok Putul, author of
a book called Naxalbadi
Abujhmaad, said there are signs of
change. “Critics say Naxals are be-
hind the recent protests by vil-
lagers for their rights. But I see it
as a positive sign because Naxals
too are protesting in democratic
way rather than choosing a path
of violence.”

Come November 7, both the
Centre and state government will
be watching for the same.

e Citing absence, Bihar schools strike 20 lakh off rolls, 1.5 lakh may miss Boards

and an “infringement” on provi-
sions of the Right to Education Act.
They said they would challenge
the decision before the National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights.

Under the Bihar educationde-
partment’s instructions, inspec-
tions have been taking place at
government schools over the last
four months. During this, schools
were first told to deregister stu-
dents whoremained absent for 30
days. That period was then
brought down to 15 days, and
eventually, schools were given the
go-ahead to strike off names of
students who remain absent for
three consecutive days without

informing school authorities.
According todata collected by
the education department, more
than 70,000 schools across 38 dis-
tricts in the state have so far struck
off the names of 20 lakh students
— enrolled in classes 1 to 12. Of
these, more than 1.5 lakh are in
classes 10 and 12. About 2.5 crore
students study in Bihar govern-
ment schools. Of them, about 16
lakh students write Class 10
Boards and another 13 lakh take
the Class 12 Boards every year.
OnMonday, Bihar’s Secondary
Education Director Kanhaiya
Prasad Srivastava wrote to the
state’s regional deputy directors
of education and district educa-

tion officers, asking them to en-
sure that class 10and 12 students
whose names were removed do
not take the Bihar School
Education Board exams.
According to an education de-
partment official, authorities have
come to know that many students
remainabsent for long periods be-
cause their parents or guardians
make them work in fields or their
businesses. “Some children also
study in private schools simulta-
neously. We want only serious
students in schools so we can fo-
cus on them. All governmentben-
efits and scholarships should go
to genuine students. Only regular
students should avail of the gov-

ernment’slunch scheme, too,” the
official told The Indian Express.
Bihar Teacher Eligibility Test
Association president Amit
Vikram said the government
should try to motivate students to
be regular, instead of turning
themaway. “We wonder how and
why the government ignored the
RTE’s provisions for universal ed-
ucation. Aschool canstrike off the
name of a child only if he or she is
enrolled in another school, and is
absent for a very long duration.
We will sit with other associations
and challenge the arbitrary deci-
sion of the government before the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights,” he said.
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FINDINGS AND FUNDING AT CORE OF ISSUE

Caught in middle of bureaucrat-Delhi

govt tussle, air pollution study stalled

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

A STUDY to find the reasons be-
hind Delhi’s polluted air has
been stalled for the past week,
allegedly because of a disagree-
ment between the chairperson
of the pollution control body and
the elected government on the
findings and funding.

According to Environment
Minister Gopal Rai, the project,
which started in January, has been
stalled because Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) chair-
person Ashwini Kumar first ques-
tioned the project cost and then
the findings of the study.

In a letter to Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, Rai demanded
that Kumar be suspended for not
implementing the decision of
the Council of Ministers.

Last October, an MoU for the
study was signed between IIT-
Kanpur and DPCC at a cost of Rs
12.72 crore, in addition to GST.
The first instalment of Rs 10.72
crore was released the same
month to buy equipment.
Kumar was appointed DPCC sec-
retary in December, and when
the demand for the rest of the
funds was made, he said the
project cost seemed “very high”.

During the back and forth
that ensued, the letter states,
part of the payment was cleared
but after several meetings with
the team from IIT-Kanpur and
other experts, Kumar noted that
[IT-Kanpur had failed to justify
their conclusions and there was
no validation of their model.

“He (Kumar) further notes
that the conclusion that Delhi is
impacted by pollution from out-
side is a contrived conclusion
and while biomass burning im-
pacts Delhi, other anthropogenic
activities within Delhi itself, in-
cluding heavy load of vehicles,
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Smog seen over the capital, Wednesday. The sources of pollution in the city have been hotly
debated over the years, with the Delhi government blaming crop stubble burning for its air
quality woes, especially in October and November. Tashi Tobgyal

drives pollution load in Delhi. He
claims that the ‘twist in findings’
seems to deflect the focus from
what Delhi needs to do to con-
tain pollution...,” the letter states.
The sources of pollutioninthe
city have been hotly debated over
the years, with the Delhi govern-
ment blaming crop stubble burn-
ing for its air quality woes, espe-
cially in October and November.
The last government-com-
missioned study on the sources
of pollution was done by IIT-
Kanpur and released in 2015.
Accusing Kumar of trying to
“sabotage the project”, Rai said,
“People of Delhi suffer every year
due to the terrible air pollutionin
winter months. A project which
provides real-time data about the
source of that pollution would
have been crucial in creating
short- and long-term solutions
to the problem,” Rai wrote.
Questioning Kumar’s expert-
ise in the matter, the letter states
that he is “convinced that the
source of Delhi’s pollution has to

be internal factors and cannot be
majorly attributed to outside
Delhi factors such as biomass
(parali) burning”.

“He does not put forth any sci-
entific basis for his conclusions. As
the IIT-Kanpur report does not
align with hisidea of what causes
pollution in Delhi, he is willing to
sabotage the entire project with
no care or concern for the people
of Delhi and no respect for scien-
tific research... Despite multiple
meetings with IIT-Kanpur and
their responses explaining their
validation model, he keeps
rejecting the scientific work
done... With a background in
Electrical Engineering, he was not
qualified to assess the complexi-
ties of source-oriented models...,”
Rai states in the letter.

At a press conference,
Services Minister Atishi said, “At
this critical time with soaring
pollution levels in Delhi, Kumar
unilaterally overturned the
Cabinet’s decision without con-
sulting the minister concerned

and halted the lab’s operations.
He has decided not to pay the
pending amount of Rs 2 crore.
Consequently, now machinery
worth Rs 10 crore remains un-
used... If the Kejriwal government
Cabinet approved the real-time
apportionment study, how can
the DPCC chairman stop it with-
out the Cabinet’s permission?”
Kumar did not respond to
questions on the matter. A sen-
ior DPCC official, however,
stated that a satisfactory re-
sponse was not received from
the IIT-Kanpur team when it
sought validation of the model.
“Validation should be able to
predict future outcomes based
on the findings. This was not pro-
vided satisfactorily. The report
tries to portray that Delhi’s pol-
lution is not its doing and other
states are to blame. This may be
the case during the stubble burn-
ing season but is not during the
rest of the year. Itis ared herring
aimed at helping people escape
accountability,” the officer said.

51-100 Satisfactory
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THE ARGUMENTS

WHAT DPCC SAID

M Report said that air
pollution in Delhi has a
major contribution
from other
neighbouring states
attempted to distort
the picture, as if only
those states are to
blame for city’s
pollution

B There are large
discrepancies between
observed and
predicted values

M Validation of model
is provided but the
specific date and time
is absent

WHAT GOPAL RAI
SAID IN HISLETTER

M Despite multiple
meetings with IIT-
Kanpur and their
responses explaining
their validation model,
DPCC chairman Kumar
rejected scientific work

B Kumar disregarded
scientific conclusions
in favour of his own
conjectures and
surmises, calling
impact of pollution
from outside a
“contrived conclusion”

M Itis not his mandate
to question a study
initiated after due
processes and approval
by the cabinet

M Actions violate the
Transaction of Business
Rules and All-India
Services (Conduct)
Rules, 1968

101-200 Moderate

Patients mistreated, no care: Illegal rehab centre raided

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON,OCTOBER 25

FOLLOWING ALLEGATIONS of mistreat-
ment of patients and lack of proper care,
ade-addiction centre in Gurgaon Sector
40, which was being run illegally, was
raided by the Chief Minister’s Flying
Squad and the social welfare depart-
ment, officials said. The man who was
operating the centre has been arrested.

According to Inspector Harish of the
team, Awakening Rehab Foundation “has
been operating since 2021, and we had
intimated them that it must be sealed,
but the centre continued to run despite
warnings.”

“When we raided the premises, we
found 12 patients were housed in a big
hall with bunk beds. They were given

NewsClick editor
and HR head sent to
9-day police custody

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

medicines used for general illnesses and
did not receive proper medication, food
or treatment. There was an office and a
room for staff who would force feed the
inmates with pills, some of which were
past their expiry dates. Some of the pa-
tients claimed they were physically
abused by the staff,” he said.

One of the patients, alleged he was
beaten up several times at the centre. “The
physician who came here had asked them
to get an X-ray to check my ribs thrice, but
they didn’t doit... Moreover, we have been
facing degrading treatment. The staff and
aman, who said he was the son of a police
officer, have beaten me up... once I was
beaten with arod on my neck,” he alleged.

The Flying Squad in a statement said,
“It was discovered that house no. 1094 in
Sector 40 was illegally operating a sub-
stance rehabilitation centre, providing
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treatment for patients suffering from
addiction to alcohol, cannabis, smack,
etc. Upon the team’s arrival, the infor-
mation was confirmed. The team met
the operator of the centre, Balram. He
stated that he had been operating the
centre since 2021. He was asked to pro-
vide valid documents and consent
(forms) of admitted patients and their
legal guardians, but he failed to produce
any valid documents.”

Balram was arrested while the pa-
tients were handed over to police, Harish
said, adding that their families were also
informed.

“The families did not know the condi-
tion of the centre since they only saw pic-
tures of itonline. The staff used to go to the
houses of patients to fetch them so the
families didn’t know first-hand experience
what was happening here,” said Harish.

The centre was charging Rs 40,000-
45,000 per month for a normal bed and
Rs 60,000-70,000 for a special bed, of-
ficers said.

The joint teams of the Chief Flying
Officer and the Health Department have
previously taken action against several
suchillegal centres, said the
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Smog tower at CP ineffective;
DPCC suggests its shut down

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

THE DELHI Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) has sug-
gested that the smog tower in
Connaught Place be shut as it
was found to be largely ineffec-
tive in tackling air pollution.

It has suggested that the site
be upgraded and used as an en-
vironmental and climate change
innovation centre.

The pollution control body
wrote to the Environment
Department last week, the sec-
ond time, offering its assessment
of the two-year-long project and
said that the reductionin partic-

ulate matter was only around el SEeHe ; SHEH -

12% to 13% at a distance of 100 20m T A8%

metres from the smog tower. “91-99m 30/, 1 " . 4%
The tower in Connaught o s v

Place became functionalgin 100-199m | 12/ .T” 13/

October 2021. It was built 200-399m WW_ . 13% o 13%

Bombay, costing Rs 22 crore, and
was funded by DPCC. Tata
Projects Limited and the
National Buildings Construction
Corporation Limited (NBCC)
were also part of the project.

The study on the effective-
ness was carried out by IIT-
Bombay. Its report said that the
smog tower’s capacity to reduce
the concentration of PM 2.5 and
PM 10 was 12% and 13% above a
distance of 100 metres.

It also said that since the ef-
fectiveness was around 16% both
atdistances of 300 mand 500 m,
it indicated a tendency of the
clean air jet to persist at longer
distances.

The smog tower in Connaught Place. Archive

HOW EFFECTIVEIS THE TOWER?

The institute proposed that
the smog tower be maintained
as a national facility to be used
for conducting experiments and
testing future technologies.

DPCC, however, stated that
the impact of the tower was very
limited when looking at macro
air quality. “The report analysis
says that the tower will work
more efficiently during the peak
pollution loading compared to
less pollution loading. The data
reveals that the particulate pol-
lution remains very high and not
much impact is seen... From the
final report of smog tower sub-

mitted by I[IT-Bombay, it is evi-
dent that the impact of smog
tower even in the vicinity is very
low,” it said.

Speaking about the second
smog tower at Anand Vihar, the
DPCC said that it could not have
a positive impact either.

“Delhi’s air quality is also de-
pendent on meteorological fac-
tors... Even slight wind speed and
turbulence in weather sweeps
off the pollutants and AQI im-
proves. Therefore, the percent-
age reduction envisaged in the
report may not be the contribu-
tion of the smog tower,” itadded.

Swiss woman’s murder: Kin not
aware she was in India, say cops

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

DAYS AFTER Swiss national Nina
Berger (36) was found murdered
behind an MCD school in West
Delhi — with her limbs tied with
a chain — the Delhi Police said
they have traced her family, who
said they were unaware of her
visit to India or the accused,
Gurpreet Singh.

Police said the family has told
the Swiss embassy that they
can’t come to Delhi at present
and sought details of the case.

“We are waiting to conduct
the autopsy as someone from
the family needs to be present.
Local authorities in Switzerland
and Embassy officials are still in
touch with the family. In case

they don’t come, we will need a
no-objection certificate from the
Swiss Embassy and other au-
thorities,” said another officer.

One of the investigating offi-
cers said they also requested if
Berger’s friends in Zurich could
be traced, but nothing has come
of it yet. Meanwhile, a Delhi
court Wednesday sent Singh
(33), who allegedly murdered
Berger in the national capital last
week in a second-hand Santro
car before dumpingit, to five-day
police remand.

Police sources said they need
“more time” to question Singh
and his family members who
have been evasive. “His fatheris
abroad and his mother and sis-
ter aren’t cooperating. Singh has
also been changing his state-
ments. Initially, he told us he did-

n’t know Berger. He then told us
his friends were also involved in
the murder. Now, it appears he
acted alone. We need time to
question him to ascertain the
facts and sequence of events,”
said an officer.

Police also carried out a psy-
choanalysis test of the accused;
the report is awaited.

A forensic analysis of the
Santro was conducted and offi-
cials confirmed that Berger’s
body was keptinit. “It has come
to our notice that the body was
in the car for some time. We
found the chain, blood stains,
and hair strands in the car,” said
an officer.

Initial medical examination
revealed that Berger had several
cuts, wounds and burn injuries,
which are old or ante-mortem.

squad in the statement.
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A DELHI court Wednesday sent NewsClick founder-
editor Prabir Purkayastha and HR head Amit
Chakraborty to nine-day police custody. The two had
earlier been in judicial custody for almost two weeks.

Police had said their custody was needed again as
new witnesses and devices emerged and they had to
confront the accused with them.

The duo was arrested in October by the Delhi Police
Special Cell, which had registered an FIR in August un-
der sections of the UAPA and the IPC. Among allega-
tions detailed by the Special Cell in its FIR against
Purkayastha were attempts to show Kashmir and
Arunachal Pradesh as “not parts of India”; discredit-
ing the Indian government’s fight against Covid; fund-
ing the farmers’ agitation; and “putting up a spirited
defence of legal cases” against Chinese telecom com-
panies such as Xiaomi and Vivo.

Advocate Arshdeep Singh, representing
NewsC(lick, opposed the remand application. Relying
on High Court judgments, he said grounds for further
remand must be very specific and not generic. “They
can’t come to court with such a vague application.
They have to give specific reasons for the remand and
if general reasons are given, then the court can deny
the remand,” he added.

To which Public Prosecutor Atul Kumar Srivastava
said, “This is not the stage where we can share or re-
veal all things regarding the investigation with the

)

L Op5 0
accused. Statements of certain witnesses are also be- Fid
ing recorded.” r

Additional Sessions Judge Hardeep Kaur asked the (=]

prosecutor who the witnesses were. He responded
by saying there were three witnesses who couldn’t
be named.
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‘Redlighton
Gaadi off’
campaign
returns today

New Delhi: Environment
Minister
Wednesday said the city
government will re-
launch the ‘Red Light on

Gopal Rai

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

Gaadi Off campaign from
October 26 to curb vehic- A SUDDEN rise in people clear-
ular pollution in the na- ing their driving licence tests last

tional capital. Last year,
Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena had put the cam-
paign on hold, question-
ing its effectiveness.
Addressing a press con-
ference, Rai said a recent
data analysis shows a de-
crease in PM 10 pollution
and a rise in PM 2.5 con-
centration due to biomass
burning and vehicular
emissions. “Considering
this, we have decided to
reintroduce the ‘Red Light
on Gaadi Off campaign to
reduce vehicular pollu-
tion, starting October 26,”
he said. Rai noted that in
the previous years, civil
defence volunteers were
involved in the campaign.
This year, the campaign
will involve the general
public. The campaign

year, particularly at one RTO in
Surajmal Vihar, had raised the
suspicion of officials in the Delhi
transport department.
Following a complaint, the
department observed that the
passing percentage at this auto-
mated track rose from 55%-60%
to 80%-85% over the last few
months. When they dug deeper,
they unearthed the reason —an
RTO inspector was flouting rules
to clear tests. The officer has
since been suspended.
Explaining how the “irregu-
larities” arose despite all 16 driv-
ing tracks in the capital being au-
tomated, an official said the
suspended inspector tampered
with the ‘Conflict of Results’ rule.
Under this rule, officials said
Motor Licensing Officers (IMLOs)
have the right to issue a licence
to a candidate if they pass the
driving test successfully but

aims to decrease vehicu- CCTV footage is not clear due to
lar pollution by encourag- some reasons. “For instance, a pi-
ing drivers to turn off their geon may have flown near the

vehicles at traffic lights.

Digging sewer
line,
diesasearth
cavesin

New Delhi:One person
died and two were injured
when a portion of earth
caved in on them while
digging up a sewer line in
Northwest Delhi’s Netaji
Subhash Place, police said
Wednesday. The victims
were working at a site of
the Delhi Jal Board (DJ]B)
near Shakur Basti when
the incident occurred on
Tuesday evening, they
said. All three were pulled
out of the debris after the
incident and rushed to a
hospital, where doctors
declared one of them
dead, police said. The de-
ceased was identified as
Rohit. A case under rele-
vant sections has been
registered against the con-
tractor and further inves-
tigations are on, police
added. No immediate re-
action was available from
DJB over the incident. PTI

camera or saton top of it...or the

labourer

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

ADDRESSING STUDENTS of IIT-
Delhi Wednesday, Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
said IITs have long been the cru-
cible in which the minds that
have transformed India and the
world were forged.

Dhankhar asked students to
focus their efforts on cutting-
edge tech such as Artificial
Intelligence, Quantum Compu-
ting, and Green Energy as they
strive towards realising “Bharat
20477, while lauding them for
harnessing “emerging tech-
nologies to create cutting-edge
products that are changing the
way we live, work and relate to
each other”.

The Vice-President also re-
flected on the image that IIT
holds across the world and said
many world leaders have stated
their interest in having an IlIT
campus in their country.

IIT is all set to open in

3 - 5

»e

All 16 driving tracks in the capital are now automated. As per
data shared by officials, 1.45 lakh new licences have been
issued from April 1 to October 23 this year. Archive

image flickers after the CCTV
shakes due to wind. Sometimes,
people also mistakenly stand in
front of the camera. So, if a can-
didate has cleared the test suc-
cessfully but the video footage is
not clear, the MLO could pass
himand issue a license under the
‘Conflict of Results’ rule — but
this can only be exercised inrare
cases....,” said the official.

The suspended officer at At
Surajmal Vihar issued licences

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar

Zanzibar, Tanzania, with a batch
of 50 undergraduate students
and 20 Master’s students. It will
also be the first to be led by a
woman director.

During the hour-long ses-
sion, he also interacted with stu-
dents and faculty. He called upon
the youth to “decimate and neu-
tralise the false narrative being
peddled by certain forces to taint
and tarnish the image of Bharat
and its institutions”.

under this rule despite candi-
dates having failed the test, said
the official. After this incident,
the department has withdrawn
the option to exercise the rule
from all MLOs in all zones.
Sources said, “The driving li-
cence test at Surajmal Vihar is
conducted on an automated
driving track situated in Vishwas
Nagar under the supervision of
the inspector. After receiving a
complaint that he was passing

Focus on cutting-edge tech,
Dhankhar tells II'T-D students

“IITs, I know for sure, people
from the village come, people
from humble backgrounds
come, people who have made it
with great difficulty, but a differ-
entimpression s sold to the out-
side world,” Dhankhar said.

“From revolutionising the
agricultural sector to creating the
third-largest startup ecosystem
in the world, your contributions
span across every sector of the
economy,” said the Vice-
President, adding that the IIT stu-
dents “are the greatest spinal
strength of this country”.

He also spoke about India’s
determination to invest and foster
an environment that will encour-
age technological development.
He further expressed hope that
India will soon become the third-
largest global economy by 2030.

[IT-Delhi Director Prof
Rangan Banerjee, Deputy
Director (operations) Prof TR
Sreekrishnan, Deputy Director
(strategy & planning) Prof Ambuj
Sagar and Professor Narayanan
D Kurur also attended the event.

EFLY ~ AT SURAJMALRTO, INSPECTOR FOUND ‘FLOUTING RULES’

High pass rate in driving tests
turns out to be sleight of hand

candidates despite them failing
tests, the department monitored
and assessed data on the num-
ber of tests taken and licences is-
sued at the RTO for two-three
months. It was found that the in-
spector was misusing the
‘Conflict of Results’ rule.”

Sources said the MLO of
Surajmal Vihar gave permission
to the suspended officer to exer-
cise this right but he “misused
the rule and took advantage of
it”. Officials said the depart-
ment also issued a show-cause
notice to Sukhdev, MLO of
Surajmal Vihar.

Last month, The Indian
Express reported that despite
complaints coming in about
faceless driving tests, especially
the difficulty level, there was a
sharprise in the number of peo-
ple passing them. Of 95,051 tests
conducted last year, 80% had
passed it, as per the Outcome
Budget Report. In 2021-22, as
many as 40,000 driving tests
were conducted on all test tracks
in Delhi, of which only 52%
(20,800 people) cleared it.

Further, as per data shared by
officials, 1.45 lakh new licences
have beenissued from April 1 to
October 23 this year.

Amrit Vatika to
come up near

War Memorial

New Delhi: L-G VK Saxena said an
“Amrit Vatika” will soon come up
near the National War Memorial.
The announcement was made
during the “Meri Maati, Mera
Desh” campaign celebrations at
Raj Niwas dedicated to the brave-
hearts who have sacrificed their
lives for the country. The garden
will be developed from soil col-
lected fromall 11 districts of Delhi.

According to officials, the
venture transcends being just a
green space; it will be a living
testament to one’s shared her-
itage, with the soil and saplings
representing every corner of
India. The plan is to plant 75
saplings of indigenous species
and develop the ‘Amrit Vatika'.

According to official sources,
youth, volunteers and citizens
gathered soil from their villages
and transported it to the block
level. Soil was also gathered
from smaller urban bodies and
brought to the municipalities and
other larger urban local bodies.
The urns were then carried to
Delhi. ENS

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
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KASHMERE GATE, DELHI-110006
NO VOTER TO BE LEFT BEHIND

Date: 27.10.2023

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that draft electoral roll of all 70 Assembly Constituencies of NCT of Delhi with respect to 01.01.2024 as
qualifying date is being published today i.e. 27.10.2023 (Friday) as part of Special Summary Revision. The electoral rolls will be available at
the Voter Centres & Designated Locations i.e. All Polling Station Locations whose list is available on the website of CEO, Delhi
www.ceodelhi.gov.in. Draft electoral roll is also being made available on this website

The primary objective of the Special Summary Revision - 2024 is to include newly eligible voters with respect to 01.01.2024 as qualifying
date. Those who have completed or will be completing age of 18 years on or before date 01.01.2024. Another objective for the Special
Summary Revision-2024 is to provide opportunity for correction in electors' particulars and to invite objections against any wrong inclusion in
the Electoral Roll. All claims & Objections in Form - 6, 7 & 8 with requisite documents will be received at these designated locations as per
the schedule given as under:-

S. No. Activity Schedule
1. |Publication of Integrated draft electoral roll. 27.10.2023
2. |Period for filing claims & objections 27.10.2023 to 09.12.2023
3. |Special campaign at Polling Station Locations 04.11.2023 (Saturday) & 05.11.2023 (Sunday) and
02.12.2023 (Saturday) & 03.12.2023 (Sunday)
4. |Disposal of claims and objections By 26.12.2023
5. |Final publication of electoral roll On 05.01.2024

In addition eligible citizens, who are going to attain the age of 18 years on any of the subsequent qualifying dates in the year 2024, that is
to say, the 1st April 2024, 1st July 2024 or 1st October 2024, may also file his or her claim for inclusion of name in the roll, in Form-6, in
advance, during the SSR starting from 27.10.2023. Such advance forms shall be disposed of in the first month of respective quarter only.

General Public is also informed that mere holding of Voter Identity card does not entitle the voter to cast his/her vote during election. The
name of the voter has to be present in the updated electoral roll. Accordingly, every voter is earnestly requested to check his/her name in the
draft electoral roll by any of the following modes:-

:- “Voter Helpline” for both searching the name & other electoral services.

“Saksham App for Persons with disabilities (a fully accessible mobile app of ECI)

|.  Online :- Visit https://electoralsearch.eci.gov.in
Il. Mobile App
lll. Helpline :- Call 1950

If your name is not found in the draft electoral roll, please apply in Form-6 either online or offline immediately:-

Voter Helpline Mobile App

Online

Timm
L
@ fifizec

Offline

Voter Centre of your Assembly Constituency.

Saksham Mobile App (For Divyang)
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ECI Voter Service Portal; www.voters.eci.gov.in

Your Polling Station Location
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Follow Social Media Handle: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram @ ceodelhioffice. Youtube @ chiefelectoralofficer, Delhi
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Cabinet rejig: CM hands over
water to Atishi from Saurabh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

ASPART of a “minor reshuffle” in
the Delhi Cabinet, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has decided to
hand over the Water portfolio
to Atishi, relieving Saurabh
Bharadwaj of the charge of the
department. According to offi-
cials, the file has been sent to the
Lieutenant Governor who has
given his approval.

This comes two months after
the CM gave Atishi the Services
and Vigilance portfolios, which
were under Bharadwaj. Atishi,
the sole woman on the six-
member Delhi Cabinet, remains
in charge of over a dozen key
portfolios.

Bharadwaj, meanwhile, has
been handed over two new port-
folios — Tourism and Art and
Culture which were being han-
dled so far by Atishi. Other de-
partments under him include
Health, Industries, Urban
Development, Irrigation and
Flood Control.

WHO HAS WHICH DEPARTMENT

ATISHI

PWD, Water, Finance, Services, Vigilance,
Revenue, Education, Power, Public Relations,
Higher Education, Technical Training,
Women and Child Development, Development

SAURABH BHARADWA]

Recently, sources said,
Bharadwaj had a disagreement
with officials of the Finance
Department over the non-re-
lease of funds to the Delhi Jal
Board that left many of its proj-
ects pending.

Atishi holds a majority of
government departments —
Education, PWD, Finance,
Services, Water among others.

Before he resigned following
his arrest, former Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia held 18

CHARGESHEET FILED IN CASE

Police charge Khakha
with minor’s rape, wife
and kids for aiding him

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

THE DELHI Police has filed a
chargesheet against suspended
Women and Child Development
department officer Premoday
Khakha, his wife Seema Rani,
and their two children for the al-
leged rape of a teenage girl — a
friend’s minor daughter — for
several months, impregnating
her, and forcibly terminating the
pregnancy.

The minor had lost her father
during the Covid-induced pan-
demic and was sent to Khakha’s
house by her mother since the
families had known each other
foryears. However, in August, po-
lice said the minor stopped going
to school and was taken to the
hospital after suffering “panic at-
tacks”. At the hospital, she alleged
she was raped by Khakha on sev-
eral occasions. Police said his en-
tire family has been booked as
they “aided” the accused.

The chargesheet was filed at
Tis Hazari court; the court is yet
to take cognizance.

A police officer, citing the
chargesheet, said Khakha al-
legedly raped the minor 5-6
times from November 2020 to
January 2021. “In January 2021,
the minor missed her period
and spoke to Khakha'’s wife. In
her statements, she said Seema
told her to get an abortion and
sent her son to buy the pills. The
child had even told Seema
about the rape earlier, but the
woman scolded and blamed
herinstead. She also beat up the
minor over studies...,” said the
officer, quoting the chargesheet.

In April 2021, the minor
asked her mother to take her
home as she was feeling unwell.

Police, citing the chargesheet,
said the girl kept to herself and
suffered from bouts of anxiety
and panic attacks.” She dropped

Suspended
WCD dept
officer
Premoday
Khakha

out from school and was admit-
ted to another school. In August
this year, her situation deterio-
rated and she had to be rushed to
a hospital,” said another officer,
adding, “we have medical
records that show she had ideas
of self-harm as well”.

The officer further said
Seema was accused of harassing
the minor and forcibly aborting
the pregnancy. “Their children
have been booked based on the
minor’s statements. The minor
said she had confided in
Khakha’s son and daughter
about the assault and pregnancy
but they didn’t believe her or
help her...,” added the officer.

During her examination, the
girl told police she didn’t tell her
mother because she thought she
would not “believe” her.

As part of the investigation,
police wanted to carry out a viril-
ity test on Khakha after he had
claimed before a Delhi court and
police that he had undergone a
vasectomy in 2005. His potency
report was positive. The results
have been made part of the
chargesheet.

All the accused have been
booked under IPC sections 376
2f (being a guardian, commits
rape on woman), 506 (criminal
intimidation), 509 (actintended
to insult modesty of a woman),
323 (causing hurt), 313 (causing
miscarriage without woman'’s
consent), 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) and sections of the
POCSO Act. The couple is cur-
rently in judicial custody. The
children were denied anticipa-
tory bail by the High Court.

Health, Industries, Urban Development,
Irrigation and Flood Control,
Art, Culture & Language, Tourism

portfolios. He and his former
Cabinet colleague Satyendar
Jain, who is also in jail in a graft
case and had resigned in
February, were replaced by
Atishi and Saurabh Bharadwaj.
Their official houses were also al-
lotted to Atishi and Bharadwa;.
There was no immediate re-
action from the Delhi govern-
ment over the reasons behind
the changes in the portfolios of
Bhardwaj and Atishi.
(with PTlinputs)

Firm director
held for selling
Noida Authority
property, duping
man of crores

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA,OCTOBER 25

GAUTAM BUDDHA Nagar police
arrested a 52-year-old director
of a construction firm for al-
legedly cheating a Noida resi-
dent of over Rs. 2.33 crore by try-
ing to sell him property that
actually belonged to the Noida
Authority.

Officials said the accused,
Shravan Kumar Chaudhary,
Director of Gujara Construction
Pvt Ltd, was arrested from Gate
No. 5 of Terminal 3 at Indira
Gandhi International Airport.

On July 31, Sushil Kumar had
filed a complaint alleging he was
cheated by Chaudhary on the
pretext of a Rs 9 crore property
deal in Dadri tehsil. Officials said
the accused had gone to London
since then and alookout circular
was also issued against him.

Police said the suspect al-
legedly created a contract to sell
the Rs 9 crore property and even
received Rs 2.33 crore from the
complainant, but the said prop-
erty actually belongs to the Noida
Authority. “A cheating case was
registered against Kumar at
Phase 1 police station in July. He
was arrested justas he arrived at
the airport. Further legal actionis
being taken,” said Shakti Avasthy,
Additional DCP, Noida.

According to the FIR, the con-
tract was signed on November
25,2022, between both sides.
The complainant said he had
paid over Rs 2.33 crore in two in-
stallments —Rs. 90 lakh as token
amount and Rs. 1.43 crore later.

“..Wheneverlasked the seller
toexecute the registry, he kepton
avoiding me or postponing it.
Then I felt there was something
fishy. When I checked the details
of the property at the Registrar of-
fice, I found that it belongs to the
Noida authority. I realised [ was
cheated,” read the FIR.

DIAL unveils 2 flyovers to ease
transit to and from IGI Airport

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

TWO NEW approach flyovers,
which promise to deliver a has-
sle-free and efficient transit expe-
rience at Delhi Airport, were un-
veiled by the Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL).

The flyovers, namely the
Aerocity Flyover and the Parallel
Access Road flyover, have been
designed to alleviate the traffic
congestion plaguing travellers to
and from the airport.

The Aerocity Flyover, a four-
lane one-way structure, is posi-
tioned at the Aerocity metro sta-
tion junction, effectively slashing
travel times between Terminal 1
(T1) and Terminal 3 (T3) of the
airport. This flyover stretches
from the front of Andaz Hotel,
Aerocity (West side) to the Central
spine road, stopping just short of
the Eastern Cross Taxiway.

On the other hand, the
Parallel Access Road (PAR)
Flyover is part of a dedicated cor-
ridor featuring two lanes in both
directions exclusively desig-
nated for Cargo Terminal traffic.

Officials said this corridor,

The two flyovers, namely the Aerocity Flyover and the
Parallel Access Road flyover, have been designed to alleviate
the traffic congestion plaguing passenegrs. Express

equipped with a flyway adja-
cent to NH8, begins near
Hanuman temple and con-
cludes its journey near Andaz
Hotel. The goal of the PAR
Flyover is to segregate heavy ve-
hicular traffic from passenger
vehicles, thereby decongesting
the approach road.
Collectively, with a total
length of 800 metres for the
Aerocity Flyover and 600 metres
for the PAR Flyover, these addi-
tions will not only streamline

transit between the three termi-
nals but also significantly reduce
movement of heavy vehicles on
the airport approach road, said
officials.

[ Prabhakara Rao, Deputy
Group Managing Director of
GMR Group, which operates and
manages the airport, said: “For
us, passenger experience begins
even before a traveller sets foot
in the Delhi Airport. With this in
mind, the two new flyovers have
been constructed.”
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Pushkar Singh Dhami The construction of developed India for the 21st

Chief Minister, Uttarakhand century rests on two primary pillars - pride in
heritage and, second every possible effort for
the development . Today, both these pillars are
being strengthened by Uttarakhand. This
decade will be the decade of Uttarakhand.

DESTINATION Narehars Mge

UITARAKHAND

GLOBAL INVESTORS SUMMIT 2023

December, 2023 Dehradun (Uttarakhand) Pegce To Pros P er | 1 Y

Chennai Roadshow Bengaluru Roadshow
Thursday, 26" October, 2023 | 11:30 Onwards Saturday, 28" October, 2023 | 11:30 Onwards
Venue : Hotel Taj Coromandel, Venue : Hotel Taj West End, Race Course Rd,
Mahatma Gandhi Road, Chennai Bengaluru, Karnataka
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Key Policies

« Service Sector Policy 2023 - Solar Energy Policy 2023

* MSME Policy 2023 - Start-Up Policy 2023 - Customized Package
* Logistics Policy 2023 - Film Policy 2015 (as amended in 2019)

* Private Industrial Park Policy 2023 - Mega Industrial Policy 2015
» Export Policy 2021 * Tourism Policy 2023-30 * Drone Policy 2023

* IT Policy 2019 * Wellness & Ayush Policy * Excise Policy 2021-23

» Biotechnology Policy 2018-23 - Food Processing Policy

* Pump Storage Projects Policy 2023

Be Our Growth Partner

For more detail
please log on

investuttarakhand.uk.gov.in
Or Scan QR Code

Transparent tax policies Fractional cost of setting up
and swift approvals for of operations as compared to
the projects NCR or other cities

Large number of engineering
and management Institutes
including IIT & IIM

Good Governance and image
as a peaceful state

employees due to healthy land to start business at
environment a cheap rate
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Attractive investment policy
of State Govt.

Good connectivity by Rail,
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ELECTION IN NUMBERS

250
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Almost 37%, or 250 of the total 679 seats going to polls in the five
states, are reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
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Rs 10,000 A YEAR FOR WOMEN HEADS OF FAMILIES, MORE TO GET SUBSIDISED CYLINDERS

Priyanka the face as Gehlot unveils
more schemes targeting women

The presence of the Cong gen secy helps party fill the gap of women leaders in state, maintains Gehlot-Pilot balance

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 25

DURING HER address to a poll
rally in Jhunjhunu Wednesday,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said,
“Everyone is talking about
women these days because
politicians have understood that
awoman’s vote is precious.” This
is true for Rajasthan too, where
the turnout of female voters, at
74.66%, was higher than men, at
73.49%,in 2018.

InPriyanka’s presence at their
Jhunjhunu rally, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, building on his fo-
cus on women-centric schemes,
announced two new “guaran-
tees” — Rs 10,000 annually to
women heads of families each
and the increased coverage of the
subsidised LPG cylinder forRs 500
to 1.05 crore beneficiary families.

In the run-up to the
November 25 polls, while Rahul
Gandhi is yet to visit Rajasthan
since election dates were an-
nounced, and Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge has visited
only once, Priyanka has come
twice: first to former deputy chief
minister Sachin Pilot's home turf,

I'i Viorlniv

Dausa, and now Jhunjhunu.

At the first rally, in Tonk,
Priyanka launched the Indira
Rasoi Gramin Scheme to provide
affordable meals in rural areas.

Sources claim two major rea-
sons the Congress has deployed
Priyanka in the state, apart from
her leadership role in the party’s
national organisation. The first is
the lack of women leaders. Unlike
the BJP, the Congress does not
have a woman leader recognis-
able across Rajasthan.

The BJP has had former CM
VasundharaRaje asits key leader
for two decades, though her in-
fluence may be waning lately.
The Congress women leaders
have not been able to break
through beyond their regions.

Gehlot has announced sev-
eral schemes targeted towards
the woman vote, including giv-
ing smartphones to 40 lakh
women, the Free Annapurna
Food Packet Scheme to distribute
essential food items, and the Ekal
Naari Samman Pension for di-
vorced women or widows with
annual income less than Rs
48,000. Women aged over 55 are
eligible for pension under the CM
Vridhjan Pension Yojana. There
are more schemes ranging from
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CRPF personnel at the Ranchi railway station, heading for Chhattisgarh poll duty. ANI
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CM Ashok Gehlot, Priyanka with other Congress leaders at Wednesday’s Jhunjhunu rally. P11

scooters and scholarships for
meritorious children and free
sanitary napkins to programmes
targeting specific sections.
Besides, there are schemes
meant for all sections, including
women. The Chiranjeevi Health
Insurance Scheme providing a
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Dropped MLA says ‘shocked’ as BJP
puts out last 4 names for Chhattisgarh

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR,OCTOBER 25

THE BJP Wednesday declared the
names of its final four candidates
for the Chhattisgarh Assembly
polls, which will see the first
phase of voting on November 7.
The list included the high-
profile Ambikapur seat, where
Rajesh Agarwal has been fielded
against Deputy Chief Minister T
S Singh Deo. Ambikapur votes in
the next phase,on November 17.
“Through his social work,
Agarwal has built a base in

Lakhanpur, a Congress strong-
hold,” said an Agarwal supporter.

In a surprise move, sitting
MLA Rajnish Singh was dropped
from Beltara seat in the Bilaspur
district, with the BJP picking
Sushant Shukla instead. Rajnish
Singh said he was “shocked” and
would “speak to the party”.

A first-time MLA, Singh, 56,
has held several posts in the BJP.

In Kasdol (Baloda Bazar dis-
trict) and Bemetara (district of
the same name) seats, where the
BJPlost to the Congress last times,
new candidates have been nom-
inated by the party.

Dhaniram Dhivar will contest
against Sandeep Sahu, the chair-
man of the Telghani Vikas Board,
inKasdol. Dipesh Sahu will battle
it out with sitting Congress MLA
Ashish Chhabra in Bemetara.

Among its 90 candidates for
the elections, the BJP has fielded
31 OBC candidates, 19 general
category candidates and one
Scheduled Tribe candidate from
the 51 unreserved seats.

The remaining 39 seats are
reserved for STs(29)and SCs(10).

Among these, 15 or 16.6 % of
the candidates fielded by the BJP
are women.

cover of Rs 25 lakh per family, the
CM Nishulk Nirogi Rajasthan
Yojana to provide in-patient and
out-patient medicines and tests
for free, and the reinstatement of
the Old Pension Scheme are
some of them.

Through these schemes and

with Priyanka as the face, the
Congress is hoping to reach out
to women.

The second reason behind
Priyanka’sincreased presencein
the state is the perception that
she has a soft corner for Pilot and
that the latter would not be side-

lined by the Gehlot camp while
she is around.

While the party leadership,
including Kharge, might seem to
lean towards Gehlot, it is not the
case with Priyanka, who does not
forget to acknowledge and praise
Pilot. During Pilot’s 2020 rebel-
lion too, the firstimage signalling
the end of the crisis had Priyanka
with Pilot and other rebels.

As elections draw near, the
Congress fears losing out on the
Gujjar vote — in the 2018 elec-
tions, no Gujjar BJP candidate had
won. Pilot is a prominent face of
the Gujjar community, who make
up 7-8% of the state population.

Since September, Kharge has
had three rallies in the state —in
Bhilwara on September 6, Jaipur
on September 23 and one for the
Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project
in Baran on October 16. Pilot had
skipped the crucial Baran rally,
though he cited a prior engage-
ment for the same.

Baran is among the 13 east-
erndistricts that stand to benefit
from the ERCP. Without Pilot, the
Congress’s ERCP campaign may
not gather much pace since it
passes through his area of influ-
ence, with a substantial Gujjar
population.
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Two months after jumpstarting with
first list, BRS is still missing 3 names

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 25

WHEN THE ruling Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS)released its first list
of 115 candidates months on
August 21, two months before
the Telangana Assembly polls,
four seats were left out.

On Wednesday, while the
party announced the candidate
for Narsapur, the constituencies
of Jangaon, Nampally and
Goshamabhal still did not figure.
The reasons differ, ranging from
internal bickering to the wait for
other parties to name candidates.

Jangaon: The BRS has managed
to broker peace between sitting
MLA Muthireddy Yadagiri Reddy;,
who is seeking renomination,
and MLC Palla Rajeshwar Reddy;,
whom the party wants to field.
Sources said the party wants to
replace two-time MLA Yadagiri

VOTE SHARES IN THE 2018 POLLS

Party Jangaon Nampallyl Goshamahal| Narsapur
BRS 5047% | 1233% | 32.23% 57.54%

Cong 3418% | 34.98% 19.23% 36.67%
BJP 1.72% 842% | 4518% 1.55%

AIMIM - 41.99% | - -

Source: Election Commission

Reddy as it fears anti-incum-
bency if he contests again.

In August, Yadagiri Reddy was
appointed as chairman of the
Telangana State Road Transport
Corporation to placate him, while
Rajeshwar Reddy has begun
campaigning in the constituency;,
as asked reportedly by the party.

The Congress has not named
its candidate, while the BJP’s is
Arutla Dashmanth Reddy.
Nampally: The BRS is waiting for
ally AIMIM to announce its can-

didate. According to sources, the
AIMIM wants to replace sitting
MLA Jaffer Hussain Meraj, 63,
with a younger candidate. The
Congress has fielded Feroz Khan,
who contested and lost in 2009,
2014 and 2018, but has a better
chance of winning this time.
Reports from the ground sug-
gest only a strong AIMIM candi-
date can stop Feroz Khan from
sailing through. According to
sources, if the BRS feels that the
new AIMIM candidate is not

strong enough to beat Feroz
Khan, it would name someone
who can counter the Congress
challenge.

The BJP too has not named its
candidate so far.
Goshamahal: The BRS had been
waiting for the BJP to name its
candidate. Now that suspended
sitting MLATRaja Singh has been
reinstated and renominated by
the BJP, the BRS is said to be look-
ing to field constituency in-
charge Nanda Kishore Vyas. The
Congress has nominated Mogili
Sunitha from the seat.
Narsapur: The BRS Wednesday
nominated State Women
Commission chairperson
Sunitha Laxma Reddy. The party
reportedly is not too sure of sit-
ting MLA Madan Reddy’s
prospects. Awin for Sunitha will
help the party beef up its women
ranks. The Congress has not
named a candidate; the BJP has
fielded Erragolla Murali Yadav.

Boost to Telangana Congress, senior leader set to return

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, OCTOBER 25

IN A boost to the Congress in
Telangana, BJP national executive
committee member Komatireddy
Raj Gopal Reddy announced his
resignation Wednesday and said
he would be joining the Congress.

Raj Gopal had quit the
Congress in August last year, cit-
ing differences with Telangana
PCC chief A Revanth Reddy. He
later joined the BJP, which fielded

him from the Munugode seat
that he had vacated. However, he
lost the bypoll to the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS).

Sources within the BJP told
The Indian Express that Raj Gopal
was “unhappy as he was not
given any important post”. They
said he had also raised complaints
about Bandi Sanjay Kumar as BJP
state chief. Kumar was replaced
with Union Minister G Kishan
Reddy recently.

Announcing his exit from the
BJP, Raj Gopal posted: “Activists

Komatireddy
Raj Gopal
Reddy quit
Congtojoin
BJPlast year

are my strength. Fans are my
breath. Their aspirations are my
ambition. Positions are not new
to me.” Raj Gopal is expected to
formally return to the Congress
fold ata public meeting attended
by senior party leader Rahul

Gandhi in the coming days.

Raj Gopal, 55, made his elec-
toral debut on the Congress ticket
in the 2009 Lok Sabha elections
from Bhongir. In the 2014 polls,
he lost this seat to a BRS candi-
date. His brother Venkat Reddy
had been a four-time MLA from
Nalgonda. The brothers are seen
as having a good grip in the area.

Quitting the Congress, Raj
Gopal had said that only the BJP
and PM Narendra Modi can put
an end to the family rule of Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao.

DEEPAKBAIJ, 42

The Congress's Chhattisgarh
unit chief. He is contesting
from Chitrakot

MOVABLE ASSETS
(including of
spouse, dependents)

X1.15 CRORE

IMMOVABLE
ASSETS

{92 LAKH
including agricultural
land, non-agricultural
land and residential
buildings

LIABILITIES:
Rs 20.81 lakh (loans)

SOURCE OF
INCOME:

MLA salary,
agriculture

EDUCATION :
M.A. Govt Post
Graduate College,
Jagdalpur

‘Maharaj ka chal gaya’: Scindia loyahsts in candidate lists of both BJP,

ANANDMOHANJ
BHOPAL,OCTOBER 25

UNION MINISTERJyotlradltya
Scindia was the centre of atten-
tion at the 125th Founder’s Day
celebration of The Scindia School
in Gwalior on October 21, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
attendance. Modi spenta big por-
tion of his speech heaping praise
on Scindia, calling him “Gujarat ka
damaad (son-in-law)”.

The scion of the erstwhile
Gwalior royal family later showed
off his dance moves, joining stu-
dents on the stage to shake aleg.

Just hours ago, the ruling BJP
had released its fifth list of candi-
dates for the November 17 elec-
tions, in which most of Scindia’s
prominent loyalists found place.

For months the Scindia camp

had beenreeling from the infight-
ing in the faction-riven state BJP
unit. Several of his loyalists, includ-
ing legislators who crossed over
with him from the Congress to the
BJP in early 2020, remained at
odds with the BJP old-timers,and
in recent months, several along
with their supporters had re-
turned to the Congress fold.

Speculation was rife that the
BJP would favour its veterans in
poll tickets, leaving his loyalists in
the cold.

But, with both the BJPand the
Congress now declaring almostall
their candidates for the state’s 230
seats, Scindia’s loyalists figure
across the lists.

Of Scindia’s 25 key loyalists
who followed him as he switched
to the BJP, 18 incumbent MLAs
have been repeated by the BJP.
This listincludes 10 sitting minis-
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ters. They are Pradyuman Singh
Tomar (Gwalior), Water
Resources; Tulsi Silavat (Sanwer,
Indore), Industrial Policy and
Investment Promotion;
Rajvardhan Singh Dattigoan
(Badnawar, Dhar), Public health
and Family Welfare; Prabhuram
Chaudhary (Sanchi, Raisen),
Revenue; Govind Singh Rajput
(Surkhi, Sagar), Food; Bisahulal
Singh (Anuppur), Environment;
Hardeep Singh Dang (Suwasra,
Mansaur), Panchayat, Rural
Development; Mahendra Singh
Sisodia(Bamori, Guna), State Civil
Supplies Corporation Chairman;
Pradyuman Singh Lodhi (Malhara,
Chhatarpur); Suresh Dhakad
(Pohari, Shivpuri), PWD.

Five sitting Scindia loyalist
MLA:s fielded again by the BJP are
Jaipal Singh Jajji (Ashok Nagar),
Kamlesh Jatav (Ambah, Morena),

Speculation that BJP would sideline his supporters, many of
whom crossed over to the party with him, laid to rest. Facebook

Brajendra Singh Yadav(IMungaoli,
Ashok Nagar), Manoj Chaudhary
(Hatpipliya, Dewas),and Narayan
Patel (Mandhata, Nimad).

Significantly, risking the anger
of its disgruntled old-timers, the
BJP has even renominated three
Scindia loyalists who had lost the

bypolls following their 2020 de-
fection. They include former min-
ister of women and child devel-
opment Imarti Devi (Dabra,
Gwalior), Aidal Singh Kansana
(Sumawali, Morena)and Raghuraj
Singh Kansana (Morena).

At the same time, seven
Scindia loyalists have not been
fielded despite winning the
November 2020 bypolls. They in-
clude Urban Development and
Housing Minister O P S Bhadoria
(Mehgaon), Munna Lal Goyal
(Gwalior East), Raksha Sanoria
(Bhander), and Sumitra Devi
Kasdekar (Nepanagar).

After Goyal’s supporters
staged a protest outside Scindia’s
JaiVilas Palace in Gwalior, he came
outto speakto the irate partymen.

Other Scindia loyalists who
lost out have largely kept silent. Of
them, Giriraj Dandotiya (Dimni),

Ranveer Jatav (Gohad) and
Jaswant Jatav (Karera) lost in the
previous elections.

Even the Congress has fielded
some of Scindia’s supporters who
left the BJP to return to the grand
old party. They include Bodhi
Singh Bhagat (Katangi, Balaghat),
Samandar Patel (Jawad,
Neemuch), and Baijnath Yadav
(Kolaras, Shivpuri), who edged out
sitting MLA and ex-Scindia loyal-
ist Virendra Raghuvanshi.

Interestingly, the BJP has not
deployed Scindiain the Assembly
poll race, though other Union
ministers have been fielded, in-
cluding Prahlad Patel
(Narsinghpur), Narendra Singh
Tomar (Dimni) and Faggan
Kulaste (Niwas). BJP national gen-
eral secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya
has also been fielded.

A Scindia loyalist said,

Congress

“Maharaj ka chalgaya(Scindiahas
prevailed). He managed to get
tickets for all his close supporters.
He will not be risking his political
career either as he is not in the
race. Modi and Amit Shah have big
plans for him."

A senior BJP leader said, “The
listis purely based on winnability,
not age or any other factor.”

A Congress leader from the
Gwalior-Chambal region however
said, “Scindia is not out of danger.
Hisloyalists will have to win or his
political career will be cut to size.
His supporters like Govind Singh,
Imarti Devi are on asticky wicket.”

BJP spokesperson Pankaj
Chaturvedi said, “The Congress
looks at politics from the lens of
factions. They (Scindia loyalists)
are all BJP workers. Scindia is a
senior BJP leader who fulfilled big
responsibilities.”
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BATTING FOR CREDIT

AHEAD OF the upcoming cricket World Cup match between
India and England in Lucknow on October 29, Samajwadi Party
(SP)on Wednesday credited its president Akhilesh Yadav with
developing the international-level stadium. The stadium, ini-
tially named Ekana International Cricket Stadium, was built
when Akhilesh was the CM. The BJP government in 2018
rechristened it as ‘Bharat Ratan Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Antar-
rashtriya Cricket Stadium’. The party also said that Akhilesh’s
love for cricket was well-known, citing his visit to the Lords
cricket ground in London in 2015.

CENTRAL CONCERN

WITH GROUND reports not matching up Bharatiya Janata
Party expectations in Madhya Pradesh, the party has decided
to send reinforcements to the poll-bound state. BJP sources
said the party leadership convened a meeting of senior lead-
ers from other states earlier this week and asked them to go
to Madhya Pradesh. Sources said they have been tasked to get
the cadres — which are disillusioned and disenchanted over
anumber of issues, including the choice of candidates, in some
areas — out on the ground for campaigning to ensure
favourable results.

REEL 8 ROLE

THE ELECTION Commission is set to appoint actor Rajkummar
Rao as its national icon for voter awareness. According to EC
sources, Rao’s role as the presiding officer of a polling booth in
Chhattisgarh in the 2017 film, ‘Newton’, played a part in his
selection. The actor will be officially named the ECI's national

Congurges EC to ban Shah,

Also seeks action in ‘rath prabharis’ row

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

FROM DEMANDING a “clear and
complete” ban on Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma from campaigning in the
upcoming Assembly elections,
to seeking action on the
Narendra Modi government’s
bid to rope in bureaucrats as
“district rath prabharis” fora “ya-
tra” to showcase its “achieve-
ments” besides involving sol-
diers on annual leave to promote
its schemes, the Congress
Wednesday approached the
Election Commission (EC) with
araft of complaints.

The Congress’s petition
against Shah and Sarma were re-
lated to their election speeches.
Addressingarally at Rajnandgaon
in Chhattisgarh earlier this month,
Shah had referred to the death of
one Bhuneshwar Sahu in com-
munal violence in August in
Bemetara district. The BJP has
fielded his father Ishwar Sahu as
its candidate. Shah had alleged
that the Bhupesh Baghel-led
Congress government’s “appease-
ment and vote-bank politics” led
to the lynching of Bhuneshwar
and said the “BJP has decided to
ensure the culprits are brought to
book, and as a symbol of it we
have given a ticket to his father”.

“The communally charged
statements made by
Shah...clearly aims to provoke
the public to breach peace and
even indirectly seeks votes in the
name of religion, thereby violat-
ing the provisions of the IPCand

Representation of People Act,”
the Congress alleged.

Charging that Shah’s state-
ment was in violation of various
provisions of the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC), the Congress
asked the EC to “impose a clear
and complete ban on Amit Shah
from all campaign activities till
the conclusion of the election
and further direct a ban on cir-
culation of the videos of the rally
with the offending portions”.

The Congress demanded a
similar ban on Sarma over his re-
marks against Chhattisgarh
Congress MLA Mohammad
Akbar. In its complaint, the
Congress quoted Sarma as hav-
ing purportedly said at a rally in
Kawardha that “If one Akbar
comes to some place, he calls 100
Akbars. So, send him off as soon
as possible, otherwise the land of
Mata Kaushalya will get defiled”.

The Congress delegation -
comprising senior leaders Jairam
Ramesh, Salman Khurshid, AICC
in-charge of Telangana Manikrao
Thakre, Telangana Congress chief
Revanth Reddy, Lok Sabha MP
Uttam Kumar Reddy and Leader
of the Opposition in Telangana
Assembly Bhatti Vikramarka -
that met the EC also demanded
its intervention on the govern-
ment’s plan to deploy govern-
ment officers as district “rath
prabharis” (special officers) for
the “Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra”.

According to an internal or-
der of the Agriculture Secretary,
the yatra - from November 20 to
January 25 - would be aimed at
“showcasing/celebrating” the
achievements of the Modi gov-
ernment.

. Himanta from campaigning

BJP goes to EC
against Priyanka’s
remarks on PM
Modi’s temple visit

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

THE BJP Wednesday filed a com-
plaint with the Election
Commission alleging that
Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra had violated the
Model Code of Conduct while
addressing a public rally at
Dausa in Rajasthan on October
20,2023.

Priyanka, the BJP complaint
says, told the gathering that she
had seen on TV - and that she
did not know whether it was true
or not — that PM Modi visited the
Devnarain temple and offered an
envelope, which later was found
to have contained justRs 21.

“This statement of Priyanka
Gandhi has violated the very
basic foundation of free and fair
elections by invoking the per-
sonal religious devotion of
thePM Narendra Modi. The very
basis of her allegations is ‘I saw
on TV; I don’t know whether it
is true or not,” the complaint
said.

“In the first place, Priyanka
has, by her own incontrovertible
admission, violated provision of
IPC, the Representation of People
Act, 1951,” the BJP said.

“The unverified, false state-
ments made by Vadra are grave
in nature and cannot be con-
doned," the complaint said.

PM to attend Ayodhya Ram temple
consecration ceremony on jJan 22

HARIKISHAN SHARMA : © qwill

NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25 ; \e { witness this
, 4 J historic

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi L occasion’

on Wednesday said that he will M

participate in the consecration
ceremony of Ram Temple in
Ayodhya on January 22, next year.

Ina poston X, Modi said that
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust has invited
him for the ceremony. “I will be
present on this historic occa-
sion,” he said in the post.

“Jai siya Ram! Aqj ka din bahut
bhawnaon se bhara hua hai. Abhi
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust ke padadhikari mu-

jhse mere niwas par milne aaye
the. Unhone mujhe Shri Ram
Mandirmein praan pratishthaa ke
avasar par Ayodhya aneke liye aa-
mantrit kiya hai. Main khud ko
bahut dhanya mahsoos kar raha
hun. Ye mera saubhagya hai ki
apne Jeevankaal men, main is aiti-
hasik avasar ka saakshi banunga.
(Jai Siya Ram! Today is a day full
of emotions. Just now, the offi-
cials of Shri Ram Janmabhoomi

Teerth Kshetra Trust had come
to meet me at my residence.
They have invited me to come to
Ayodhya on the occasion of the
consecration of Shri Ram tem-
ple. 1 feel very blessed. It is my
good fortune thatin my lifetime,
I will witness this historic occa-
sion),” Modi said in the post.

The invitation was extended
by general secretary of Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Champat Rai, chairman of the
temple construction committee
Nripendra Misra, and others.

Meanwhile, PM Modi on
Wednesday chaired a PRAGATI
meeting with the Centre and
state governments.

|

| |ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, GUWAHATI

(A statutory body under the aegis of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Gol)
Changsari, Kamrup, Assam-781101, Website: www.aiimsguwahati.ac.in

Rel No:- 1-84/2023-24/ AlIMS/GHY/ADMN. /DIRECT RECRUITMENT 1408

Date: 13.10.2023

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RECRUITMENT TO VARIOUS GROUP- A NON-
FACULTY POSTS ON DIRECT RECRUITMENT BASIS AT AlIMS GUWAHATI

AlIMS Guwahali is an apex healthcare institute, established by the Ministry ol Health and Family
Wallare, Govarnman! ol India undar tha Praghan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yona (PMSSY) with tha
aim ol commacting regional imbalances in gquality tertiary-lavael heatthcara in the country and attaining
sall-sufficieancy in gradualté and posigraduate medical @ducalion and training

The Direcior, AlIMS Guwahati invites online applications from Indian nationals for recrultmeant io the
lollowing Group A non-facully posts on direct recruitment basis

'Si.No. Name of the posl Group | Pay Level (Tth CPC)| Total | SC | ST |OBC|EWS | UR
|1 |Medical Physicist A Level-10 2 l[olo|o]| o] 2

B |Blood Transtusion Officer T A | Levekil | 1t O | O] O] © | 1 |
| 3 |Medical Officer Ayush A | Level-10 1 ol 0| 0O 0 1
4 |Clinical Psychologist A Level-10 1 la]o|a] o |
Total| 5 0| 0| O 0 5

1} Last date of receipt of online applications will be 21 days Trom the date of publication of the
advertisement in the Employment News
2) For details of recruitment i.e. eligibility criteria, online application process, selection procedura, lerms
& conditions, notifications, corrigendum, addendum, efc. related to this recruitment will be published)
uploaded only on the official website www.alimsguwahati.ac.in. Candidales are advised (o check
the websile regularly for updates

Sd/-
Executive Director
AlIMS, Guwahati

icon at an event in Delhi on Thursday.

UP Cong chief to meet

Azam today: ‘Will stand
by him in difficult time’

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, OCTOBER 25

NEARLY A week after senior
Samajwadi Party leader Azam
Khan, his wife and son were sen-
tenced to seven years of impris-
onmentinabirth certificate for-
gery case, Uttar Pradesh
Congress unit president Ajay Rai
will be leading a party delegation
to Sitapur jail to meet the former
MP from Rampur.

This comes amid the ongoing
bickering between the Congress
and the Samajwadi Party (SP) af-
ter the two parties of the
Opposition INDIA bloc failed to
reach a seat-sharing arrangement
for the upcoming Assembly polls
in Madhya Pradesh.

Over the last week, Rai and SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav have been
engaged in a war of words and
name-calling over the issue.
When asked if the decision to
meet Azam Khan may irk the SP
leadership, Rai said, “It shouldn’t.
We are allies. This is a good thing
for the INDIA alliance.”

“We can’t say anything on
why Akhilesh-ji hasn’t met him
(Azam Khan) so far,” he, how-
ever, quipped. While the deci-
sion to meet Azam Khan, who a
Congressleader described as the
“tallest Muslim leader in UP”,
may seem innocuous on the sur-
face, the party is trying to send a
signal to the Muslim community
in the state - that “it is standing
with Azam Khan in this difficult
time, while the SP may not”.

UPCC Secretary (Organisation)
Anil Yadav, who will accompany
Rai to Sitapur jail, said Congress
will “struggle” for Azam and his

Taking
® lead

EXPLAINE

WITH THIS move, the
Congress is trying to
score over Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav. The SP chief, who
has in the past met sev-
eral of his party workers
and leaders lodged in
prisons, has never visited
Azam since he was im-
prisoned two years ago.

family on the streets too. Playing
down the ongoing tiff with the SP,
he said: “We will stand by him
(Azam) in this difficult time, and
that is what allies do. We are an
ally of the SP, and we are doing
what an ally should do,” he said.

After Azam and his family
members were sent to jail last
week, SP chief Akhilesh Yadav,in
apostonX, called it “harassment”
and said that “for justice, every-
one has stood by him, and will
continue todo so”.

Speaking to reporters on
Wednesday, Akhilesh said thathe
was unhappy with Rai visiting
Azaminjail. He said, “Azam sahab
se toh sabko milna chahiye. Aur
woh samay Congress ke log kahaan
thay jab unko phasaya jaa raha
tha? Congress ke neta bhi unhe
phasane mein lage thay (Everyone
should meet Azam sahab. Where
were Congress people when he
was being framed? Even Congress
leaders were busy framing him).”

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

BIHAR ANIMAL SCIENCES UNIVERSITY

Bihar Veterinary College Campus, Patna-800014 (Bihar)

Employment Notice No. - 11/2023

"SPECIAL DRIVE FOR UNFILLED POSTS
OF FISHERY FACULTY" COLLEGE OF
FISHERIES, KISHANGANJ

Bihar Animal Sciences University, Palna invites applications
from the eligible candidates for the post of Professor (Acad.
Level-14), Associate Professor (Acad. Level-13 A), Assistant
Professor (Acad. Level-10) in Fisheries Faculty, College of
Fisheries, Kishangan,.

In-service candidates are required to submit the application,
through proper channel. However, they must submit advance
copy with requisite fee within last date of submission. The proper
channel copy must be received within 15 days of last date of
submission of the application form.

Last date for the receipt of application form is 24/11/2023 till
04.00 PM by Registered / Speed Post only.

Those who have applied earlier vide Emp. Notice No.- 01/23
shall also be considered, however they may send update
information relevant to their application form.

For detail information, please visit the University's website
https:/f'www.basu.org.in Sd/-

Registrar, BASU, Patna
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MUMBAI ALARM BELLS

City municipal corporation’s multiple omissions on
the pollution front have high public health costs

OR THE SECOND year running, the withdrawal of the southwest monsoon in
Mumbai has been accompanied by a spike in the pollution burden on the city’s
residents. Last winter, the city registered poor or very poor on the Air Quality
Index (AQI) on most days from November to January. People in the country's
financial capital have been choking on bad air for much of this month. Adverse meteoro-
logical conditions, triggered by climate change, seem to have negated the natural cleans-
ing advantages of the city by the sea. But as a series of reports in this newspaper has shown,
a large part of the blame should be taken by the city's municipality, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC). The agency's Pollution Mitigation Plan, released in March,
identifies five sources of pollution — construction debris, road dust, open burning of solid
waste, use of unclean fuel in eateries and industrial emissions. But the municipality's re-
sponse to its own report has been belated and patchy at best. Its Standard Operating
Procedure, released on October 21, does detail measures to curb dust pollution but the
agency has yet to find ways to tackle Mumbai's longstanding waste management problem.
The BMC's waste segregation system is restricted to residential buildings and gated soci-
eties. It leaves out the city’s slum clusters where most people burn waste, mainly compris-
ing plastic, rubber, polythene and paper. The incineration releases fine particles in the air,
making it toxic. This month, Mumbai has recorded a 45 per cent increase in PM 2.5 compo-
nents compared with October last according to the Central Pollution Control Board data. BMC
rules prohibit garbage burning but the municipality's enforcement mechanism leaves much
to be desired. The municipality has not made adequate investments in creating awareness
about responsible waste management. In 2007, it contracted public agencies for the services
of marshals to monitor garbage disposal in public places. But the contract lapsed last year
and the BMC's plans to conduct garbage disposal-related inspection drives remain on paper.
The BMC has a budget of Rs 52,600 crore, more than that of several states in the coun-
try. But there is a wealth of evidence on this rich municipality’s failures to use funds ju-
diciously. In March, a CAG report flagged “major systemic problems, poor planning, and
careless use of funds” by the BMC. It pulled up the agency for “lack of transparency and
probity in the execution of works taken up at a significant cost”. The municipality's mul-
tiple omissions on the pollution front have public health costs. The alarm bells have, in fact,
been ringing for at least seven years now. Since 2016, Mumbai has been reporting an in-
creasing number of fatalities due to respiratory diseases, including COPD and lung can-
cer. The exposure of school children to poor air is another pressing concern. The BMC
needs to get its act together, to make people’s well-being its priority.

A TAXING ISSUE

Authorities must address apprehensions and concerns raised
by the spate of notices sent by GST departments

NRECENT WEEKS, the central and state GST authorities have issued demand no-

tices to companies spanning a range of sectors — from consumer durables to smart

phones, insurance, online gaming and service providers. As reported in this paper,

LIC has received one notice for Rs 290.5 crore in September. HDFC life insurance
has received a notice for non-payment of GST to the tune of Rs 942 crore. FMCG major
Dabur has received a notice of tax shortfall amounting to Rs 320 crore. Gaming major
Delta Corp has received several notices which run into thousands of crores. While it can
be nobody's case that tax authorities should not pursue legitimate demands, some of the
issues raised over the nature of these notices warrant closer examination.

The notices seem to largely pertain to the initial period after the shift to the GST regime
— a time marked by considerable uncertainty and teething problems — and gathered
momentum towards the end of the limitation period on September 30. Their scope was
expanded to include “underpayment” of tax, “incorrect availment of input tax credit”
and “reconciliation differences” between returns filed and financials. The concerns raised
revolve around the multiplicity of notices, the absence of a uniform process and lack of
coordination between the Centre and state tax authorities. In one particular case, state tax
authorities have sought information about GST payments from a firm “based on media
reports” of its merger with a company in a different state. Recently, GST notices have also
been sent to several multinational companies on the levy of tax on expats and seconded
employees working with them, following a court judgment on the issue.

Since its inception, the GST system has been marked by constant tweaking and sig-
nificant leakages. The tax administration has over the years worked to address the gaps
in the system. Between April 2020 and September 2023, more than 6,000 cases of fake
input tax credit have been detected. These involved tax evasion of more than Rs 57,000
crore. In the ongoing financial year, so far, 1,040 such cases involving Rs 14,000 crore have
been identified. While the tax system must ensure that firms pay their fair share of taxes,
and leakages are minimised, it must also work towards simplifying the tax rules, reduc-
ing uncertainty and discretion in the system and easing the compliance burden. Not do-
ing so will only lead to more litigation, with the amounts under dispute in the case of di-
rect taxes, both corporate and personal income tax, already in lakhs of crores.

ICELAND’S STANDSTILL

Women’s strike in that country is a reminder that the struggle
for equality is arduous, always and everywhere

hat do you do when a so-called equality paradise is still far from

equal? The answer, according to the women of Iceland, is to go on

strike — and keep on striking — until the yawning gap between the

dream of paradise and its dispiriting reality is closed, or almost. On
Tuesday, tens of thousands of women and non-binary folk stopped work, both paid and
non-paid, bringing the nation to a standstill for 24 hours — the first of its kind since the
historic strike of 1975. Fishing industry workers, teachers, hospital staff, government
workers, librarians and Prime Minister Katrin Jakobsdottir were among those who were
protesting the gender pay gap and gender-based violence in a country that is widely held
up as an exemplar of social equality.

There are two ways of looking at the women'’s strike in Iceland. The more cynical
might wonder what hope there is for women in the rest of the world, if women in Iceland
feel undervalued and unsafe. After all, the gender imbalance in terms of economic power,
social status and political representation remains both acute and stubborn in many other
countries compared to Iceland, which has topped the World Economic Forum’s Gender
Report rankings 14 years in a row. But it's the other perspective, which speaks of hope
and aspiration, that is worth holding on to.

The struggle for equality was never going to be easy — not in Iceland, nor in the US, India
or anywhere else. For every success story, like the decriminalisation of abortion in Mexico
and the passage of the Women'’s Reservation Bill in India last month, there are heart-
breaking reverses, such as the abortion ban in the US last year and harsher penalties for
women who refuse to wear the hijab in Iran. The lesson from Iceland is not that the “equal-
ity paradise” is still faraway — it’s that the dream for it will never die.
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States with poor renewable energy capacity need to
be given a bigger stake in the energy transition

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WORDLY WISE
IT IS NEVER OVERREACTING TO ASK
FOR WHAT YOU WANT AND NEED.
— AMY POEHLER

Balance of green power

REPORTS OF COAL'S death are highly exagger-
ated. Between the strike notice by Coal India’s
unions, to the power minister’s recent an-
nouncements of India’s intent to build new
coal power plants, to addressing the peak
power problems which have repeatedly sur-
faced during seasonal demand surges, the
dilemma of energy transition has reared its
face in the last few months. Between the G20,
the Clean Energy Ministerial and the actions of
the International Solar Alliance, much has
been said about India’s global commitments
and actions toward decarbonisation. But the
logic and incentives of domestic energy tran-
sition need to be considered closely.

The first wave of power plant construction
inIndia, between the mid-1970s and the mid-
1990s, happened on the back of a push by cen-
tral PSUs to solve the imbalances of state
power supply. Some state electricity boards
managed to build up power plants, others did
not. The creation of the NTPC and Coal India
in the mid-1970s was a central solution to a
regional problem. NTPC's first four power
plants (Ramagundam, Farakka, Singrauli and
Korba) were sited so that they could supply
power to multiple states. The second great
wave of power plant construction between
2000-2015 was driven primarily by private
promoters who built plants after the
Electricity Act,2003 was passed. These plants
were largely located in central, western and
southern India. From the mid-1990s onwards,
Indiainvested in a national power grid, and by
the mid-2000s moving power between states
became easier. Private investment in the
power sector post-2000 clustered around
states with more industrial demand, histories
of commercial activity and stronger finances.

The next wave of power plant construc-
tionin India is likely the mass construction of
renewable energy assets over the next few
decades. While projections from government
agencies about India’s power future have var-
ied, the Central Electricity Authority’s report
on Optimal Generation Capacity Mix for 2029-
2030 establishes a clear expectation of sus-

The philosophy of balanced
regional developmentalism
that led to the creation of
NTPC in the 1970s needs to
be revived. Green industrial
policy should not be the
exclusive privilege of
historically well-endowed
states. Otherwise, the
energy transition will
simply be yet another drain
of resources from India’s
least developed to its most
developed regions.

tained RE growth. According to this report, by
2030, solar and wind will make up almost 51
per cent of total generation capacity (up from
less than 20 per cent in 2019) and almost 31
per cent of all generated power (up from 8.3
per centin 2019).If these projections materi-
alise, they are likely to have major fiscal con-
sequences for states.

Research by Sanjay Mitra and me zoom
into the regional consequences of this RE
build-out, and the accompanying expectation
of greater RE procurement by state discoms.
India’s massive RE build-out so far has largely
benefited western and southern states. In
August 2023, 92.5 per cent of all grid-con-
nected RE generation came from eight states.
Thisis largely driven by higher insolation and
wind density but also bolstered by favourable
state finances and investment environments.

Assuming such patterns persist, RE-poor,
coal-rich states are likely to face adouble hit to
state revenues: Coal royalties as a proportion
of overall state revenue will decline as coal
growth starts slowing later this decade, and
the cost of power procurement will increase
as new RE contracts are layered on top of ex-
isting commitments for firm power. Grid-
scale energy storage technologies are still ex-
pensive and experimental, and are unlikely to
be adopted at a large scale by the end of the
decade. Since most coal-rich states have lim-
ited grid-scale RE-deployment, they will have
toimport more power from other states. This
means that the quantum of inter-state finan-
cial transfers for power procurement will
shoot up over the next decade. We find that
the combined revenue impact of declining
coal royalties and increasing electricity im-
ports could worsen budget deficits of RE-poor
power-importing states by almost 8.66 per
centon average, taking them well beyond the
norms established by the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budgetary Management Act, 2003.

The reality of India’s fiscal federalismis that
states are protective about the few major
sources of revenue they have left post-GST.
Coal royalties and their delayed upward revi-

sion cause frequent disagreements between
coal states and the Union government. The
power sector is another site of frequent ten-
sion. Between attempts to establish a cen-
tralised spot market for electricity, enforcing
strict payment discipline on state discoms, pri-
vatisation of state discoms, drastic Electricity
Actamendments, uncompensated transmis-
sion waivers for RE projects, and financing
struggles with state lenders, there are many
axes of policy friction between Union and state
governments. Of particular concernis the dis-
placement of RE integration costs onto state
transmission companies. By giving inter-state
transmission waivers to an entire generation
of new RE projects, the integration costs of the
energy transition are displaced onto state PSU
balance sheets without necessarily facilitat-
ing compensatory investment in upgraded
transmission capacity, which can better man-
age the variability of the new RE projects.

If these emerging frictions are not ad-
dressed, reluctant states and frequent policy
conflicts could hold back India’s ambitions for
an energy transition. RE-poor states need to
be given a bigger stake in this energy transi-
tion, rather than be treated as collateral dam-
age. The philosophy of balanced regional de-
velopmentalism that led to the creation of
NTPC in the 1970s needs to be revived. This
could take many forms — preferential lend-
ing for RE projects in RE-poor states by state
lenders, greater voice in federal power nego-
tiations(through revival of institutions like the
Inter-State Council), explicit financial trans-
fers to RE-poor states through the Finance
Commission and collaborative industrial pol-
icy through just transition mechanisms. Green
industrial policy should not be the exclusive
privilege of historically well-endowed states.
Otherwise, the energy transition will simply
be yet another drain of resources fromIndia’s
least developed toits most developed regions.

The writer is Assistant Professor, IIT-Delhi’s
School of Public Policy

10 OPEN T HE CAMPUS

Push to attract foreign universities should be coupled with liberal work visa regime

SIFRA LENTIN

THE NATIONAL EDUCATION Policy (NEP)
2020 has made internationalisation a pivot for
reforms of the country’s higher education sec-
tor. This new paradigm aims to raise the stan-
dards of Indian university educationin key pa-
rameters — an overhaul of syllabi, campuses
with foreign students, foreign faculty, re-
searchers, and joint and/or dual degrees con-
ferred by Indian universities and colleges with
their foreign counterparts.

India has 54,000 colleges and institutions
which cater to 38.5 million college-level stu-
dents. They are of mixed quality and not
enough. About 7.5 lakh Indian students study
abroad annually. The market need has led to
a blossoming of private universities. Some
have been able to attract international faculty,
but the big gap is in attracting foreign students.

Foreign students can study in Indian uni-
versities but there is no provision for them to
gain work experience in India after complet-
ing their degrees — which many foreign stu-
dents seek, given India’s vibrant corporate and
start-up sector. Correcting this requires an
amendment to India’s student or “S” Visa.

Many Indian companies are international
and aspire to be multinationals. Most major
Indian players overseas are tech and services
companies, and their key resource is talent.
They need foreign employees with experience
inIndia to better understand the country’s and
company’s culture and etiquette, and learn
how to navigate Indian regulations and mar-
kets. Through recruitment of foreign talent on
Indian campuses and hiring alumni from
Indian institutions who return to their home
countries, Indian companies can develop an
ecosystem of overseas talent that is acclimated
to working in India. They will be the “cultural
bridge” between their country and India.

Through recruitment of
foreign talent on Indian
campuses and hiring alumni
from Indian institutions
who return to their home
countries, Indian companies
can develop an ecosystem of
overseas talent that is
acclimated to working in
India. They will be the
‘cultural bridge’ between
their country and India.

Indian alumni of US universities have been
critical in bringing Silicon Valley and
Bengaluru together, and in helping the US ad-
ministration understand India’s viewpoints
onvaried subjects. The big three US tech com-
panies — Google, Meta, and Microsoft — are
all headed by Indian alumni of US universi-
ties. Former Afghan President Hamid Karzai
who studied in India kept bilateral relations
warm through difficult times.

An expanded provision of student work
visas will amplify these advantages. It must
include the 4,000 scholarships for foreigners
who come to India annually under the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations, Ministry of
External Affairs, and Indian Technical and
Economic Cooperation scholarships for stu-
dents and professionals from developing and
less developed countries. African students
who study at the Indian Institute of Mining,
Dhanbad, or agriculture colleges, will benefit
from field experience in India. India has
49,000 foreign students. The Ministry of
Education’s goal was to reach 2,00,000 stu-
dents in 2023-24. This is not likely to fructify.

There isaworry that foreign students will
take over the jobs of Indian students. This is
not the case. India’s population growth has
dipped below the replacement rate of 2.1 per
cent, and the country will begin ageing soon,
like China, according to the UN Population
Fund. The number of the elderly will double
from 149 million in 2022 to 347 million in
2050, eventually overtaking the youth. This
has serious ramifications. Growth cannot be
sustained with a dwindling working popula-
tion — as is being witnessed by Japan,
Germany, and China. The US, UK, Australia,
New Zealand, and, Canada have offset this by
offering post-study student work visas.

European nations, in contrast, have chosen the
route of migration to make up for the worker
deficit and this is finding implications in the
politics of these nations. India can learn from
these experiences. It can offer work status,
which may not extend to a resident visa.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has desig-
nated higher education as one of the cham-
pion export sectors being promoted overseas.
Elite Indian institutions like the [IMs and IITs
have already expanded abroad, most recently
in Zanzibar, Tanzania, where IIT Chennai has
begun full degree classes. Private universities
like Manipal have long had foreign campuses
in the Caribbean and Malaysia, and now
newer ones like Sharda and Amity have es-
tablished campuses in Uzbekistan.

With the world in geopolitical turmoil
and the dream of Western education no
longer a certainty, it’s time a concerted effort
is made to amend India’s student visa
regime. It starts with a notification by the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) permitting
paid employment under the “S” category
visa. The Ministry of Finance will need to de-
termine the applicability of India’s tax laws
and double taxation treaties on income
earned by foreign students. The Ministry of
Education, through the UGC and the All India
Council for Technical Education, will need to
pass guidelines for on-campus recruitment
of foreigners and the role of the international
students’ department in coordinating with
MHA, employers, and students. Finally,
Indian multinational companies must advo-
cate for a change in the student visa directly
and through business chambers.

The writer is Bombay History Fellow, Gateway
House: Indian Council on Global Relations
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AMBASSADOR SHOT

THE JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR to India,
Mohammed Ali Khourme, was shot six times
outside his residence in New Delhi. The 54-
year-old envoy was critically wounded but
doctors at AIIMS gave him a chance at recov-
ery. The man who shot him, apparently a West
Asian, made a dramatic escape.

ASSASSINATION CHARGE

HARBHAJAN SINGH (35),a suspected extrem-
ist from Amritsar, was arrested by the Delhi
police. He was among a group of five men who

had come to Delhi to assassinate the Nirankari
chief Baba Hardev Singh. A Pakistani-made
.32 revolver with 15 rounds of ammunition
was seized from him. A.12 bore country-made
pistol with 10 cartridges was also seized.

US INVADES GRENADA

ABOUT 2,000 US troops invaded Marxist-
ruled Grenada along with 300 soldiers from
six Caribbean nations, and President Reagan
said they had secured both of the island’s air-
ports. The president said he had no word on
casualties. One ham radio report from on
Grenada said a US helicopter was shot down

and areport from a Barbados radio station said
three Cubans were killed and 22 wounded.

AIR SAFETY RESOLUTION

The resolution of air safety, passed by the an-
nual general meeting of the International Air
Transport Association (IATA), avoided mention
oflast month’s shooting down of a Korean air-
liner in deference to objections raised by some
airlines from Arab countries. The compromise
resolution, which was finally passed, expressed
grave concern over “the use of force against
civil aircraft, recently and in past years, on the
ground and in the air”.
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Congress plays with two fires

The geopolitical and the communal: It turns a blind eye to Hamas'’s terror,
aligns itself with the darkest gallery of rogues

YESHAYA ROSENMAN

UPON READING THE statements issued by
the Congress leadership about the October 7
massacre perpetrated by Hamas and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ)inIsrael, I satin
amazement. I couldn’t help reflecting on how
a party once flying the flags of satyagrahaand
ahimsa had explained away a massacre
which currently counts 1,400 casualties —
mostly civilians — and 4,000 injured.

Of all the Mahatma’s hallowed legacies,
the one Congress successfully emulated was
his grave insult to the victims of the
Holocaust, for which his closest admirers in
Israel never forgave him. But while Gandhiji
spoke from a misfiring of sincere idealism,
shockingly, the Congress party issued their
callous statements out of cynical political cal-
culations, or possibly worse, deplorable sym-
pathy towards the butchers.

The atrocities committed against infants,
teenagers, men, women, elderly Holocaust
survivors, Nepali students, Muslim Bedouins,
lifetime peace activists, and many more,
were unspeakably brutal, but filmed on the
attackers’ Go-Pro body cameras.

The Israeli response is a full-scale war, yet
to fully begin. As aerial strikes pound Gaza,
360,000 troops are amassed along the Gaza
and Lebanese borders. A ground invasion of
Gaza is certain, and only the Iranians know
what Hezbollah is planning on the Northern
border. They have greater military capabili-
ties than Hamas.

Any support by Congress to those who per-
petrated the October 7 massacre is not only
morally bankrupt but politically irresponsible.

First, the narrow political calculations seem
weird, to putit mildly. Have Congress pollsters
concluded that their Muslim voters are thrilled
by jihadi violence? For all the troubled history
and communal tensions between Hindus and
Muslims in India, both sides can count them-
selves blessed that most Indian Muslims are
not extremists, and don’t condone genocidal
fanaticism in the name of Islam.

[ suggest Congress politicians read the
Hamas Charter online. Its bloodlust speaks
foritself. Do they recognise their Muslim con-
stituents in this manifesto? Are they think-
ing about the same Indian Muslims who re-
fused to bury the dead terrorists of the 26/11
Mumbai attacks in a Muslim cemetery?

Congress is playing with fire twice: Firsta
geopolitical fire,and second, acommunal one.

Geopolitically, they are aligning them-
selves with the darkest gallery of rogues.
India’s relations with Hamas’ primary back-
ers, Iran, and Russia, (and Qatar) can be de-
bated topically if no blind eye is turned to
their murderous aggression. As the Israeli

newspaper Haaretz's technology correspon-
dent Oded Yaron showed, it was Iranian
drone warfare tactics perfected in Ukraine
that allowed Hamas to breach Israeli de-
fences. In supporting jihadists like Hamas,
Congress is supporting precisely the most
pathological Iranian activity.

And Indians should not delude them-
selves: Even if jihadists are uniquely ob-
sessed with Jews, they view Hindus as idol
worshippers, doctrinally more impure than
Ahl al-kitab. The October 7 massacre will, un-
fortunately, be an inspiration to jihadists for
years to come.

But the communal fire being stoked now
by Congress is even more stunning.
Dedicated jihadists are patient, cunning and
calculated, operating in the same method-
ology as Hamas and their Muslim
Brotherhood parent organisation: They qui-
etly amass power within sovereign states,
building up organisationally under the guise
of waqfs and Islamic charities, explaining
away any tell-tale signs of violence, in doc-
trine or in practice. Their full-fledged vio-
lence will first appear abroad, with fighters
and funds funnelled to the no-man’s-lands
of Afghanistan, Pakistan or Syria.

If, theoretically speaking, Muslims of ji-
hadist persuasion view it as their everlasting,
divine imperative to fight the Kafir till sub-
mission, when does their violence appear do-
mestically? The Islamic formulation is sim-

Indians should not delude
themselves: Even if jihadists
are uniquely obsessed with
Jews, they view Hindus as
idol worshippers, doctrinally
more impure than Ahl al-
kitab. The October 7
massacre will, unfortunately,
be an inspiration to jihadists
for years to come.

CR Sasikumar

ple: When they sense a chance of victory.
When the father of global jihad,
Palestinian Abdullah Yusuf Azzam, was
asked why he chose to fight the Soviets and
build al-Qaeda in Afghanistan, he answered,
“In Palestine, there was nothing I could do."
Therefore, the Congress’ statement is dan-
gerous domestically. Any fringes of the Indian
Muslim communities, in West Bengal,
Kashmir, or elsewhere, that harbour aHamas-
style vision will never attack until they smell
opportunity. If India fortifies itself militarily
and spiritually, it will have peace,and jihadists
will mutter, “there was nothing I could do”.
But at any sign of weakness, they will roar
into action. A weak India could find itself in
the position of France, battling street mobs
periodically burning down Paris, and watch-
ing ISIS cells gun down Frenchmen at the-
atres and schools. The difference would be
that India’s history of communal riots would
ensure that the repercussions of such vio-
lence would be broader.
The greatest possible sign of weaknessis
a green light from Kafir authorities. If
Congress leaders can not find within thema
spine, they should remember that they still
have a neck.

The writer is a Jerusalem-based journalist,
head of the South Asia Project at Sharaka NGO,
and pursuing a university degree in Indian
Studies and Middle East and Islamic Studies

[srael’s doublespeak on terror

Zionist violence was a key element in the struggle for the Jewish homeland

MANI SHANKAR AIYAR

ITISIRONIC thatIsraelis calling on the world
to condemn Hamas terrorism when Zionist
terrorism, involving several future Prime
Ministers of Israel, was at the heart of the
Zionist movement from at least the early
1940s. Even more ironically, its media voice
was a newspaper called Hamaas, meaning
“Resistance” in both Arabic and Hebrew. It
was the mouthpiece of the terrorist group
Lehi (a Hebrew acronym for Fighters for the
Freedom of Israel) led by Abraham Stern
whose later breakaway faction came to be
called the Stern Gang. Perhaps the most no-
torious member of the Stern Gang was
Menachem Begin, destined to become Prime
Minister of Israel (1977-1983).

The Zionist terrorists sought and obtained
the collaboration of Haganah, the official
armed wing of the Zionist forces, described
by Malcolm MacDonald, the British Colonial
Secretary in the late 1930s, as “aJewish army”
designed to secure “eventual Jewish military
supremacy in Palestine”. They also obtained
the cooperation and collaboration of Palmach,
a wing comprising the “crack forces” of
Haganah, composed mainly of “Jews from the
east who looked and spoke like Arabs”, and
specially trained for terrorism, sabotage and
ruthless assassination. Palmach’s numbers
included Yigal Allon, another future PM of
Israel, the infamous Moshe Dayan, future
Defence Minister of the country, as well as
Itzhak Shamir, a future Speaker of the Israeli
Knesset. These groups were conjoined with
the most determined terrorist group of all,
Irgun Zvai Leumi (National Military
Organisation, generally known as “Irgun”),
the terrorist wing of the Revisionist Party that
opposed the Jewish Agency that was deemed
by the British Mandatory authorities to be the
majority representative of the Yishuv
(Hebrew for the Jewish immigrants into
Palestine). In the final stages of the struggle
for the State of Israel, the activities of these
groups were coordinated by Tenuat Hameri
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Ha'ivri (Jewish Resistance Movement), the
“single agency which would control the com-
mon fight”. This was done with the blessings
of the hitherto non-violent Jewish Agency run
by David Ben-Gurion, the first PM, and Golda
Meir, the second PM of Israel.

The terrorist character of the Zionist
Movement had its origins in what was ini-
tially a sharp division of opinion and strategy
between the London-based Chaim
Weizmann, representing the World Zionist
Congress, and the fiery,

during and after WWII, disillusioned with
Britain’s hesitation in relinquishing its League
of Nations mandate over Palestine and un-
willingness to entrust Palestine wholly to the
Jews, the Jewish Agency came to collaborate
with the terrorists to bring closer their com-
mon dream of Israel.

Their acts of terror included: Laying mines;
stocking and using several hundred explosive
devices, including what we now call IED; and
blowing up railway lines, railway bridges, rail-

way stations, rail depots,

extremist Polish immi-

grant into Palestine,
Vladimir Jabotinsky. It
was Weizmann who,

Thus was Israel born out of
terrorism and as the massacre

goods yards, loco sheds,
and railway factories.
Sabotaging ports was
their speciality. They also

along with Rothschild, ¢ Deir Yassin on April 10, attached limpet mines
had squeezed out of the to police launches and
British Governmentthe 1948, orchestrated by ambushed lorries carry-
Balfour Declarationof Menachem Begin showed, ing government arma-
1917 which first envis-  when Israel became a State by ments. They made such

aged a “homeland “ for
the Jews in Palestine.

UN decree, its principal

devastating use of
home-made mortars

Within  Palestine, natior.la'l security plar.lk. was that the police took to
Weizmann was repre- ~ terrorising the Palestiniansto  callingthem “V3s”inre-
sented by Ben-Gurion, drive them out of their membrance of the V1s
who headed the Jew1§h homesteads as also the Arabs and V?s th_at H{tler had
Agency. They were bit- used in his blitzkrieg
terly opposed by the who could not or would not against London,
Revisionist Party flee Israel. Such terrorising Coventry, and other
founded by the Polish  hecame — and has remained ~ British cities. They also

Jabotinsky, who had
witnessed three million
Jews suffer horribly in
Poland’s repeated anti-
Semitic pogroms. While
Weizmann and Ben-Gurion chose to ride on
the shoulders of British imperialism to realise
aJewish state, Jabotinsky and his Revisionists
insisted that it was through terrorism, fight-
ing in the streets, that Israel would be won.
So, Jabotinsky founded Irgun and resorted to
acts of unbridled violence. While Ben-Gurion
and Jabotinsky were on opposite sides
through the 1920s and ‘30s, later, especially

— the key element in its
policies towards Palestinians.

kidnapped Arab and
British policemen and
used them as hostages
or shot them dead. They
resorted to hijacking
convoys carrying cash for banks and looted
armouries of the police and army, killing with-
out mercy the accompanying guards. On
November 6, 1944, the former Colonial
Secretary Lord Moyne was shot by Lehi ter-
rorists and died the same evening, infuriating
Churchill, the staunchest supporter of Zionist
immigration into Palestine. The most dramatic
of these acts of terror, however, was the blow-

ing up of the King David Hotel in Jerusalem in
July 1946 that housed the Mandate’s secre-
tariat and the headquarters of the army. This
was followed by the assassination of the UN
mediator, Count Bernadotte, in September
1948. The victims of Zionist terror included
countless Arabs, numerous Jewish dissidents
or rival Jewish terrorists, British cops and sol-
diers, and nameless innocents.

Thus wasIsrael bornout of terrorismand as
the massacre at Deir Yassin on April 10, 1948,
orchestrated by Menachem Begin showed,
when Israel became a State by UN decree, its
principal national security plank was terroris-
ing the Palestinians to drive them out of their
homesteads as also the Arabs who could not
or would not flee Israel. Such terrorising be-
came — and has remained — the key element
in its policies towards Palestinians, whether
living inside Israel or in the Occupied Territories
of the West Bank or in the Gaza Strip.

That is why Israel has resolutely refused
toimplement the UN’s 1967 “Land for Peace”
resolution, which envisaged an independent
Palestine state living in harmony alongside
Israel. Israel also failed to sincerely imple-
ment the 1993 Oslo Accord and the White
House Rose Garden accord of the same year,
to both of which Yasser Arafat committed
himself. This, in turn, sparked a series of in-
tifadas in the West Bank, especially after
Arafat’s death in 2004. In the face of the ap-
parent capitulation of the Palestinian
Authority in Ramallah, Hamas won the pop-
ular vote in Gaza. Initially determined to
drive Israel into the Mediterranean, Hamas
has since moderated its position to accept a
“two-state” solution that Israel continues to
deny. Thus has Israeli terrorism spawned
ever-escalating Palestinian terrorism. Peace
can come only through dialogue, not by in-
creasing but de-escalating violence, and thus
ensuring justice for all.

The writer is a former Union minister
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The biggest question revolves around Babar’s captaincy. It is argued that he isn’t
aggressive with his field placings to help his bowlers get the needed breakthroughs.
There has been some conservatism in his captaincy at a time when other teams

have become adventurous.”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

Seven regions,
WO corners

Given the undercurrents, Madhya Pradesh
is likely to throw up surprises in
the upcoming Assembly elections

YATINDRA SINGH SISODIA

MADHYA PRADESH HAS traditionally
served as an illustration of a steady two-
party political competition. Unlike the four
previous Assembly elections in the state, the
political narrative during the 2023 campaign
isgoing to be alittle different. The BJPis plan-
ning to focus its campaign on highlighting
the achievements of its government in the
last 18-odd years, without focusing on any
chief ministerial face. Congress, on the other
hand, is trying to focus onissues of youth un-
employment, inflation, corruption and farm-
ers’ unrest. Interestingly, both political par-
ties are trying to share a wishlist of freebies
to lure voters.

Inthelast two decades, Madhya Pradesh
has become one of the strongholds of the
BJP in the Hindi heartland and has yielded
extraordinary electoral outcomes in the
party's favour. The BJP has been in power in
the state almost throughout except for a
short stint of 15 months in 2018, when the
Congress came to power by a wafer-thin ma-
jority. It could not sustain it due to the
Jyotiraditya Scindia-led block of 22 MLAs
switching over to the BJP.

This Assembly election is going to have
the shadow of both the 2018 election re-
sults and the Congress government deba-
cle that followed in 2019. As the longest-
serving chief minister in the state, his style
of delivering political goods has undoubt-
edly made Shivraj Singh Chouhan very
popular. But at the same time, there ap-
pears to be a fatigue among the electorate.
Unlike in 2018, the face of the state leader-
ship this time is that of a collective leader-
ship, with the central leadership leading
the campaign instead of Chouhan. This is,
by default, sending out a message of an at-
tempt to diffuse anti-incumbency.

After 18 years in power, the BJP has its
share of other challenges. Factionalism
within the party is surfacing at different con-
stituency levels. With almost all tickets an-
nounced by both parties, infighting and bick-
ering are out in the open. The 2018 election
is remembered for the immense anti-in-
cumbency against sitting MLAs of both the
BJP and the Congress. Fifty-eight sitting
MLAs of the BJP (including 13 Ministers)and
17 sitting MLAs from Congress had lost the
election in 2018. This is a reflection of not
gauging the electorate's disapproval of a par-
ticular candidate. This time, the BJP has de-
nied tickets to 29 sitting MLAs. The denial of
tickets to both sitting MLAs and those who
lostin the 2018 elections across the two par-
ties is creating a wave of dissent.

Madhya Pradesh can be broadly divided
into sevenregions out of its 230 seats. These
are Chambal (34), Bundelkhand (26),
Vindhya (30), Mahakoshal (38), Madhya
Bharat(36), Malwa-North (38),and Malwa-

Tribal/Nimar (28). The pattern of each re-
gion has been distinct — Chambal,
Bundelkhand and Vindhya have always wit-
nessed the presence of BSP with a commit-
ted vote bank whereas the rest of the four
regions have been majorly confined to bipo-
larity. Interestingly, in 2018, the Congress did
exceedingly well in Chambal, Mahakoshal
and Malwa-Tribal/Nimar, which contributed
enormously to its tally. In this election, too,
regional dynamics will be a big determinant
in the final tally of the parties.

The Shivraj Singh Chouhan government
has stressed a patron-client model, where
individual beneficiary-oriented schemes,
such as the Ladli Behna Yojana, were a spe-
cial focus to strengthen the voter base, par-
ticularly among women. This over-focus on
women, however, has sent an adverse mes-
sage among unemployed youth, who are
feeling deceived. Madhya Pradesh s an agri-
cultural state and while the state govern-
ment has taken initiatives to facilitate a
favourable environment for farmers through
various schemes, rising input costs due to
inflation and inadequate prices for agricul-
tural produce have raised the eyebrows of
this community, particularly small and mar-
ginal farmers. Congress is likely to raise is-
sues of youth unemployment, corruption,
inflation, and farmer unrest. Besides these,
caste census, atrocities against SC/ST and a
longlist of freebies to counter the BJP’s polit-
ical plank are also part of the party’s cam-
paign strategy. The issue of the Old Pension
Scheme is also being talked about as it has
already given political dividends to Congress
in Himachal Pradesh and Karnataka.

The recent elections have witnessed
polarisation in the Hindi heartland, creat-
ing concerns for the Congress. The party
has specifically raised the concerns of OBCs
and their under-representation in an at-
tempt to counter this. However, the BJP has
a strong hold over these communities and
it would be interesting to notice the im-
pact of the issue on the electorate. Among
the STs, the Congress enjoys an upper
hand. In 2018, out of 47 ST seats, Congress
got 30. These 47 seats, mostly from Malwa-
Tribal/Nimar, Mahakoshal and Vindhya are
likely to become crucial deciding factors
this time as well.

It can be inferred from these that this
election again, in all probability, will witness
a close fight between the BJP and the
Congress, and might, to a great extent, re-
flect the situation in the 2018 elections. Both
parties are fighting dissension against the
selection of candidates in more than three
dozen seats. The repercussions of these re-
bellions can be detrimental for both. Some
dissenters are planning to try their luck with
the BSP, AAP and as independent candidates.
These votes canbe crucial in close fights and
have the potential to spoil the prospects of
either party. The upcoming Assembly elec-
tionsis unlikely to be a wave election for any
political party. Instead, an undercurrent is
discernible which may yield surprising re-
sults in several places.

The writer is a political analyst and Director,
Madhya Pradesh Institute of Social Science
Research, Ujjain

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

UNETHICAL ACT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Officer
and prabhari’ (IE, October 25). The term
“rath prabharis” gives the bureaucracy
political overtones that reinforce the
view that the ruling regime makes no
bones of using every available
service/resource under its command to
promote its political agenda. While im-
plementing the government’s policies
is the work of the bureaucrats, they are
still expected to adopt a neutral stand
that respects the dividing line between
babudom and leaders. The officers can-
not and must not be treated as adver-
tising tools to further the cause of the
party in power.

Vijai Pant, Hempur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Officer
and prabhari’ (IE, October 25). The
Centre’s plan to use bureaucrats as “rath
prabharis” is an attempt to abuse our
administrative machinery for political
advantage. The idea, which comes be-
fore general elections, is unethical and
politically immoral. The criticism the
government faced for its previous,
equally objectionable advice to the mil-
itary, which required on-leave soldiers
to promote government programimes
in their communities, doesn’t seem to
have deterred it. After subverting every
constitutional entity to target political
rivals and nonconforming voices, the
government is now eyeing the civil
service, which should be apolitical inits
functioning, to carry out its agenda. This
is yet another low for democracy.
Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru

MUMBAI AIR QUALITY

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Breathless
in Mumbai’ (IE, October 25). The air
quality in Mumbai has deteriorated
drastically over the last few months. At
present, Mumbai’s air is more polluted
than Delhi’s, leading to Mumbaikars
suffering from respiratory disorders.
Countless trees have been slaughtered
in the name of rampant urbanisation.
While Mumbaikars are already gasping
for fresh air, in such conditions, hacking
trees in Sanjay Gandhi National Park is
unwise. Therefore, those responsible
should ponder over it and strive to reach
a decision that is in the interest of the
people of the city. Moreover, it is impor-
tant to maintain nature’s equilibrium
even while doing development work.
Tauqueer Rahmani, Mumbai

INACCESSIBLE NGMA

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘No walls in
the house of art’(IE, October 25). Even as
the National Gallery of Modern Art
boasts grandeur and a plethora of arte-
facts, some gaps need to be addressed
immediately. The NGMA holds an ex-
alted position worldwide, but despite
the splendour, it is still lagging behind in
the domain of accessibility such as
catering to the languages of different
communities, as well as the accompa-
nying audio and background of the arte-
facts. NGMA must give attention to au-
dio books available via QR codes which
can help people from from all back-
grounds and communities.

Yashank Mathankar, New Delhi
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KERALA
Youthdies,case
filed against
Kochi eatery

Thiruvananthapuram: A
24-year-old youthin Kochi
died of food poisoning
Wednesday after report-
edly having shawarma
from a city hotel. The vic-
tim Rahul D Nair was an
employee at the special
economic zone in Kochi.
Police said a case has been
filed against the owner of
the restaurant, which had
delivered shawarma on
October 18. “His family al-
leged food poisoning was
caused by shawarma. The
hospital has confirmed it
was a case of food poison-
ing,” said police. ENS

KARNATAKA

4 held after sex
determination
racket busted

Bengaluru: A sex determi-
nation racket was busted
inBengaluru and four per-
sons were arrested. Police
have launched amanhunt
tonab the doctor whowas
involved. The gang was
operating in Bengaluru,
Mandya and Mysuru dis-
trict, the police said. The
prime accused, Dr Mallik-
arjun and his associates
Siddesh are absconding.
Byappanahalli police in-
tercepted a car during
checking and arrested the
accused. A pregnant wo-
man who was in the car
later confessed she had
undergone a sex determi-
nation test. The racket
would collect X15,000 to
320,000 from pregnant
women, police said. ENS

UTTAR PRADESH

BJP leader dies
aftertruckrams
carin Amroha

Noida: A 42-year-old BJP
leader died in a road acci-
dent Wednesday after a
truck allegedly hit her car
Tuesday on the Noorpur-
Moradabad road in
Amroha’s Naugawa Sadat
police station area. The
truckdriveris absconding.
The victim, Sarita Chaud-
hary, a resident of Kashi-
ram Nagar in Moradabad,
was a BJP leader in Chan-
dra Nagar mandal of the
district. She was going to
Bijnor from Moradabad.
After the truck hither car, it
went up in flames, reads
the FIR. ENS

MADHYA PRADESH

After stir,Cong
replaces four
candidates

Bhopal: After protests over
candidates list, Congress
on Wednesday replaced
candidates in four assem-
bly seats in Madhya Prad-
esh. The four constituen-
cies include Sumawali seat
in Morena district, Pipariya
(SC) seat in Narmadapur-
am district, Badnagar seat
in Ujjain district and Jaora
seatinRatlamdistrict. The
new candidates are Ajab
Singh from Kushwahaand
Virendra Belvanshi from
Pipariya(SC)seat. ENS

Centre approves Rs 22,303 cr

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

THE CENTRE approved the
Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS)
rates Wednesday for nutrients
including Nitrogen, Phosphorus,
Potash, and Sulphur for rabi sea-
son 2023-24 (October-March).

As per the decision, the rate
for Nitrogen is fixed at Rs 47.02
per kg, Phosphorus Rs 20.82 per
kg, Potash Rs 2.38 per kg, and
SulphurRs 1.89 per kg. As per the
statement issued after the Union
Cabinet meeting, an expenditure
of Rs 22,303 crore is expected on
the NBS during the ensuing rabi
season 2023-24.

Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Singh Thakur said that an addi-
tional subsidy of Rs45 per tonnes
will be given on DAP (Di-ammo-
nium Phosphate). Due to these
rates, farmers will continue to re-
ceive DAP at the existing price of

fertiliser subsidy for rabi season

THENUTRIENT BASED SUBSIDY RATES

Rates X per kg; Source: PIB

Nitrogen : : d

Phosphorus 66.95 41.05 20.02
Potash 23.65 1591 238
Sulphur 6.12 2.8 1.89

Rs 1,350 per bag, he said.
Similarly, NPK (Nitrogen,
Phosphorus, and Potassium)and
SSP(Single Super Phosphate ) will
be available at older rates of Rs
1,470 per bag and Rs 500 per bag,
respectively, he said, adding that
the MoP (Muriate of Potash) will
now be available at a lower rate
of Rs 1,655 per bag against Rs
1,700 per bag. He said there
would be noincrease in the price
of urea, while the price of MoP
has been reduced.
The NBS rates for rabi 2023-24
season are lower compared to

BJP trains guns at TMC
over its worker’s killing
during idol immersion

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,OCTOBER 25

A65-YEAR-OLD man, associated
with the BJP, was allegedly
beaten to death by a group of
people during Durga idols im-
mersion procession in Shantipur
area of Nadia district
Wednesday.

“The man, identified as Adhir
Sarkar, a resident of Boro Jirakur
village, was walking with a
Durga Puja immersion proces-
sion at Arpara market when he
had an altercation with a group
of people. The group of people
beat him up. Sarkar was later
found lying unconscious. Police
took him to Shantipur General
Hospital where he was declared
dead on arrival,” a police officer
said, adding that the post-
mortem report is awaited.

BJP alleged that Sarkar, a
booth committee member of the
party, was killed by local TMC

India should
declare Hamas
as terror group:
Israeli envoy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

TIME HAS come for India to pro-
scribe Hamas as a terrorist organ-
isation like many other nations
have done, Israeli ambassador
Naor Gilon said on Wednesday.
TheIsraeli envoy, at an inter-
action with journalists, also
thanked India for its “100 per
cent” support toIsrael in its anti-
terror operations against Hamas.
Gilon said Israel conveyed to
relevant Indian authorities to de-
clare Hamas as a terrorist organi-
sation following its brutal attack
on Israel on October 7. “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
among the first world leaders to
condemn the terror attack...India
isaveryimportant moral voicein
the world and the important
countries for us are with us,” Gilon
said. “For Israel, it's a war to sur-
vive in the Middle East,” he said.

workers. “Sarkar was targeted to
reduce our strength in the pan-
chayat. The police did not take
immediate action to arrest the
culprits. Santipur police need to
take responsibility for its failure.
We will launch a movement
against the police and TMC from
Thursday,” local BJP leader
Chanchal Chakraborty said.

BJP MLA Suvendu Adhikari,
demanded immediate police ac-
tion.

TMC denied the charge and
claimed that Sarkar was the vic-
tim of “BJP infighting”. “The in-
cident took place under the par-
liamentary constituency of BJP
MP Jagannath Sarkar. TMC does
not believe in the politics of
killing. The deathis a result of BJP
infighting,” local TMC leader
Sanat Chakraborty said.

Earlier on Tuesday evening,
two groups of TMC clashed dur-
ing immersion procession in
Kandi town in Murshidabad dis-
trict, leaving eight injured.

the kharif rates of 2023 and
2022-23 season. While adecline
in the NBS rates is expected to
bring some relief for the govern-
ment by bringing down the fer-
tiliser subsidy expenditure, farm-
ers will continue to pay the
existing rates for fertilisers.

“The subsidy on P&K fertilis-
ers will be provided based on ap-
proved rates for rabi 2023-24
(from 01.10.2023 to 31.03.2024)
to ensure smooth availability of
fertilisers to farmers at affordable
prices,” the statement said.

Thakur said to safeguard the
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farmers, the government has in-
creased fertiliser subsidy fromRs
73,067 crorein 2014-15 - during
the UPA government's tenure- to
Rs 2.55 lakh crore in 2022-23, a
three-fold increase.

In a separate decision, the
Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA), chaired by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
approved inclusion of Jamrani
Dam Multipurpose Project of
Uttarakhand under Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana-
Accelerated Irrigation Benefit
Programme (PMKSY-AIBP).

“The CCEA has approved cen-
tral support of Rs.1,557.18 crore
to Uttarakhand for completion
of the project with an estimated
cost of Rs 2,584.10 crore by
March, 2028,” said an official
statement. “The project envis-
ages construction of a dam near
Jamrani village across river Gola,
a tributary of the river Ram
Ganga, in Nainital,” the state-
ment said.

NEXT YEAR

NCF sub-group suggestion
to change ‘India’ to ‘Bharat’
not there in final document

DEEKSHATERI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

ONE OF the 25 focus groups set
up by NCERT two years ago to
provide inputs that would then
feed into the new National
Curriculum Framework (NCF)
had suggested that ‘India’ should
be renamed as ‘Bharat’ in social
science textbooks.

However, the final NCF docu-
ment that released by the
Education Ministry on August 23,
which was finalised after consid-
ering inputs from all 25 focus
groups, makes no mention of in-
troducing India as ‘Bharat’ in
school textbooks. The NCF is a
policy document that provides
guidelines on how school educa-
tion should be conducted in class-
rooms.

The suggestion on renaming
India as Bharat was made by the

Devotees immerse an idol of Goddess Durga in Kolkata on Wednesday, following the
conclusion of Durga Puja festivities. Partha Paul

Rajasthan man runs over
brother with tractor ‘to

frame rivals’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 25

A26-YEAR-OLD manwas arrested
Wednesday for allegedly running
atractor over his brother multiple
times, leading to his death, during
a clash related to an old land dis-
pute with a rival family in Rajasth-
an’s Bharatpur district.

Itis suspected Damodar Gur-
jarkilled his elder brother, Narpat
Singh Gurjar, to frame the rival
family, police said.

Both are sons of Atar Singh
Gurjar, who had a feud with his
distant relative, Bahadur Gurjar
and his family members, over a
piece of land in Adda village of
Bharatpur, around 175 km from
Jaipur. Rajasthan DGP Umesh
Mishra said the police were inves-
tigating the long-drawn land dis-
pute as well. The dispute flared up
Wednesday when members of

, say police

the two families clashed.

“Around 7.30 am, we got in-
formation that two parties were
fighting. We learnt that the fam-
ilies fought over some past dis-
pute. One person, Narpat Singh,
died after being run over by a trac-
tor during the clash,” Additional
SP, Bharatpur Rural, Om Prakash
told reporters. The police said six
people from both sides were in-
jured in the clash.

Bharatpur SP Mridul Kachawa
told The Indian Express that the po-
lice were investigating if Damodar
purposefully ran over his brother
with the tractor to blame the rival
family. “Primarily, the police are
looking atanangle where it seems
Damodar purposefully crushed
his own brother under the tractor
to put the blame for the death on
the other party with whom the
family had the land dispute. Both
families are distantly related,” the
SP said.

(Goa minister claims Portuguese razed 1,000
temples; panel says restoring all not feasible

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
PANAJI,OCTOBER 25

WHILE GOA Minister for Archives
and Archaeology Subhash Phal
Dessai said Tuesday thatan expert
committee formed by the archae-
ology department has collected
information of over 1,000 temples
that were allegedly destroyed
during the Portuguese rule in Goa,
the panel has recommended the
state government to construct a
single memorial for all the tem-
ples, stating thatitis not “feasible”
to reconstruct themall.

The committee was ap-
pointed in January to assess appli-
cations and claims for identifica-

tion of potential sites for recon-
struction and restoration of tem-
ples destroyed during Portuguese
rule.In2022, the Goa government
earmarked Rs 20 crore for the
restoration.

The 10-page preliminary re-
portof the committee, submitted
to the government, revealed that
most of the sites where temples
were destroyed were in Tiswadi,
Bardez and Salcete talukas, The
Indian Express has learnt.

“The task before the commit-
tee is to identify these sites. The
committee has received 19 appli-
cations so far... Since many tem-
ples were demolished, the com-
mittee found it may not be
feasible or practical to reconstruct

epaper..ner.;ss.cnm

so many. Land acquisition would
also be a challenge. So, the panel
has recommended that the gov-
ernment construct a memorial
temple,” asenior official of the de-
partment told The Indian Express.
At other sites, the committee
suggested further explorationand
excavation, while arecommenda-
tion hasbeen made to reconstruct
the Saptakoteshwar temple at
Divar island. The shrine was built
ontheisland during the Kadamba
dynasty and demolished in the
16th Century by the Portuguese.
“Land in that area (for recon-
struction of the temple)is already
under the government. Itis a pro-
tected site. So, the committee
probably saw potential that the

temple can be rebuilt there. At
other sites, where it was found
there are remains of a temple’s
foundations or say a pillar, the
panel has recommended protect-
ing suchssites and carrying out fur-
ther investigation,” the official
said. “Other parts of the state such
as Ponda and Quepem were un-
der Maratha rule at that time and
many deities and idols were
shifted from Tiswadi to Bicholim
taluka, and similarly from Salcete
to Ponda and so on,” the official
said. “The committee has not ar-
rived ata specificnumber (of tem-
ples that were razed)... it is close
tosay(onethousand),” the official
said, referring to the minister’s as-
sertions.

Haryana IPS
officer seeks FIR
against additional
home secretary

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH,OCTOBER 25

DEBARRED FOR five years from
central deputation for failing to
take charge of the post assigned
to him, Haryana IPS officer Raje-
nder Kumar Meena has moved
arepresentation with state Chief
Secretary Sanjeev Kaushal seek-
ing registration of an FIR against
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) TVSN Prasad accusing
him of harassment, a charge de-
nied by the latter.

According to Meena, the
Prasad had “harassed him by post-
ing him as the fourth ADC to the
Haryana governor. On Wednes-
day, Prasad told The Indian Express:
“Byissuing an order, we just com-
pleted our process to enable the
officer to join the central deputa-
tion.Iassured him that the debar-
ment may still be cancelled if he
joins the central government.”

focus group on social sciences,
whichwas headed by historian CI
Isaac. Speaking to The Indian
Express, Isaac confirmed the
seven-member panel chaired by
him had indeed proposed the
name change. “We are hoping it
will be implemented from the
next academic year, but it all de-
pends on NCERT,” he said.

Based on the new NCF report
in August, the NCERT has now ini-
tiated the process of drafting new
textbooks. It’s unclear if the inputs
of the 25 focus groups meant for
drafting the NCF will be consid-
ered during textbook preparation.
The NCERT released a statement
Wednesday, saying it was “too
premature” tocommenton theis-
sue as it was still constituting cur-
ricular area groups responsible for
drafting different textbooks.

“NCERT states since the devel-
opmentof new syllabus and text-
books is in process, and for that,
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various Curricular Area Groups of
domain experts are being notified
by the NCERT. So, it is too prema-
ture tocomment on the news be-
ing reported in the media on this
issue,” the Council said on X.
NCERT has set up a 19-mem-
ber committee responsible for
aligning “school syllabus, text-
books, teaching and learning ma-
terials” with the NCF for classes 3-
12.Isaacalso added that the focus
group on social science had pro-
posed that Indian victories should
be asignificant part of the curricu-
lum. “Currently, there is no men-
tion of post-Independence history
in NCERT books, so we have sug-
gested historical events that took
place from 1947 until now should
also be introduced...” he said. The
Committee has also suggested
replacing 'ancient history' with
‘classical period of Indian history.’
FULL REPORTON
www.indianxpress.com

Biker hits man during

Dussehra revelry, dies
after assault by mob

AMIT SHARMA
MEERUT,OCTOBER 25

TWO PERSONS were arrested
and a search is on to nab four
other accused in connection with
the lynching of a 25-year-old
Muslim man in Hapur district
Tuesday night after his bike hita
man, who was part of a group
taking part in Dussehra revelry.

The incident took place on
the outskirts of Luhari village.
Another man, Wasim, who tried
to save Irshad Mohammad, also
suffered injuries, police said.

“A complaint has been filed
by the victim’s father, Imamu-
ddin Mohammed, against six
persons under IPC sections 302
(murder), 504 (intentional insult
with provoke breach of the
peace), 147 (punishment for ri-
oting), 149 (unlawful assembly)
and 323 (punishment for volun-
tarily causing hurt),” said Hapur
SP Abhishek Verma.

‘Shouldn’t have happened’:
Gujarat HC judge apologises
to colleague for outburst

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, OCTOBER 25

TWO DAYS after a senior judge
of the Gujarat High Court was
captured on camera having a
heated argument with his col-
league on a division bench, he
began the court session on
Wednesday with an apology.
The court was closed on Tuesday
on account of Dussehra.

In the video, which was widely
shared on social media, Justice
Biren Vaishnav can be heard say-
ing to Justice Mauna Bhatt during
a hearing on an ongoing tax mat-
ter, “Then you differ yaar...then
you differ. You have differed in
one, differ in the other.”

Justice Bhatt then responds,
“It is not the question of...” be-
fore she is cut off by Justice
Vaishnav, who says, “Then don’t
murmur. Then you pass a sepa-
rate order." Justice Vaishnav is

Justices Biren Vaishnav
and Mauna Bhatt

then seen rising and declaring
that the bench will not take up
any other matter for the day.

On Wednesday, when the
two judges assembled in the
court, Justice Vaishnav said,
“Before we begin the session,
what happened on Monday
shouldn’t have happened, I was
wrong.'m sorry for thatand we
begin a new session. It shouldn’t
have happened, I don’t know, I
was wrong.” The High Court has
taken down Monday’s stream-
ing link for the bench concerned
from YouTube.

In a first, case registered against
online film reviewers in Kerala

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCTOBER25

IN A FIRST in Kerala, police have
registered a case against online
film reviewers and social media
platforms following a complaint
from a film director that his film
was deliberately tarnished and
denigrated with a motive to extort
and blackmail.

The Kochi City Police acted on
a complaint filed by Ubaini E, di-
rector of the film Rahel Makan
Kora. The FIR was registered un-
der section 385 (extortion) and
section 120 (o) of the Kerala Police
Act. Those arraigned as the ac-

cused include the owner of film
promotion firm Hains, social me-
dia reviewers Arun Tharanga,
Aswanth Kok, Facebook account
user anoopanu6165, social media
handle soulmates55 and plat-
forms YouTube and Facebook.

The case was filed by police at
a time when the director of
Aromalinte Aadyathe Pranayam,
Mubeen Rauf, had moved the
Kerala High Court seeking a direc-
tive to ensure social media influ-
encers and film reviewing vlog-
gers refrain from publishing
reviews of his movie on social me-
dia for at least a week from the
date of its release.

Early this month, a bench of
Justice Devan Ramachandran had

appointed Shyam Padman asam-
icus curiae, who had reported to
the court there s sufficient mate-
rial to establish there are vested
interests, some of whom even
think that they can “make or break
movies”. Padman told the court
there was a term todescribe these
activities - review bombing.

The court has sought direc-
tions from the state police chief
while observing there oughttobe
measures in place where direc-
tors, producers or other persons
associated with films can make
complaints fora properinvestiga-
tion. The state police chief on
Wednesday informed the court
that protocols are being put in
place.

According to the police, the in-
cident took place around 7:30 pm
Tuesday when Irshad was return-
ing to Luhari village on a bike.
While passing the Ramlila ground
on the outskirts of the village, his
bike hit a man who had come to
the place along with his friends to
take part in Dussehra festivities.

The minor accident led to an
argument which soon turned vi-
olent after a group of people beat
Mohammad, who fell to the
ground and hit his head on a
stone. He was taken to a local
hospital where doctors declared
him dead on arrival, police said.

As news of Mohammad'’s
deathreached the village, his fam-
ily members and locals reached
the spot. Both groups allegedly at-
tacked each other. “We haveiden-
tified five people who beat up
Irshad and they will be arrested
soon. An FIR was filed at Bahadu-
rgarh police station. Adequate po-
lice force has been deployed at
Luhari village,” said Verma.

Man opens fire in
Pune over pizza
delivery delay

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE,OCTOBER 25

APUNE-BASED businessman al-
legedly opened fire with his li-
censed pistol after arguments
with a pizza delivery executive
and his manager over a delivery
delay. Police have arrested the
28-year-old man on charges in-
cluding attempted culpable
homicide.

The incident took place on
Monday night in the Ozone
Villas residential society in
Pune’s Wagholi area. The ar-
rested man, Chetan Vasant
Padwal (28), owns a stone-
crusher business. An FIR was
registered by the Lonikand po-
lice on a complaint lodged by
Rohit Hulsure (22),a manager at
the Wagholi franchise of an in-
ternational pizza restaurant
chain.

Around 10.30 pm, Padwal or-
dered a pizza, for which delivery
executive Rahul Ghorpade was
assigned. Because another exec-
utive from the outlet, Rushikesh
Annapurve, was going to share
his motorbike with Ghorpade to
go home, the two went to
Padwal’s house to deliver the
pizza.

A little after 11 pm, when
they reached the address,
Padwal allegedly abused them
verbally and thrashed them fol-
lowing an argument over delay
in the delivery:.

Both delivery executives
called Hulsure and told him
what had happened. A while
later Hulsure, two others from
the outlet and the two delivery
executives went to Padwal's
home to confront him about the
attack, the FIR stated. Padwal had
an argument with Hulsure and
allegedly thrashed him too.

According to the FIR, Padwal
thenran to his car, took out a pis-
tol and fired one round in the air
in the upward direction. No one
was injured in the incident.
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Seven of a family booked after teen girl raises ‘pro-Pakistan slogans’ at jagran in UP  Sikkim dam breach: NGT seeks report from authorities

Lucknow: A 15-year-old girl girl allegedly climbed uptoa gans, police said on community, have not been of the accused - the girl's par-  New Delhi: The National Green = ChungthangdaminSikkimear- inwater levels with high veloci-
and eight others, including stage where a jagran — a Wednesday. The teenage girl apprehended. The accused ents, elder sister and two Tribunal has sought a report lier this month. A glacial lake ties downstream along the
her parents and four siblings, Hinduritual —was beingheld  and three of her mior siblings, = were booked under relevant neighbours - have been ar- within six weeks from authori-  outburstflood occurredin parts ~ Teesta River Basin in the early
were booked after the teenage  and raised “pro-Pakistan” slo-  who belong to a different IPC sections, police said. Five rested, police said. ENS ties concerned on the breach of  of Lhonak Lake, leadingtoarise  hours of October 4. PTI
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Shri Narendra Modi,

Hon'ble Prime Minister
to launch Developmental Projects

Worth Rs. 14,000 Crores
B e o _a
'Namo Shetkari Mahasanman Nidhi*
® Envisaged on the lines “Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Yojana”

Eknath Shinde
Chief Minister, Maharashtra

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

eRs. 12,000 to be distributed to each farmer family every year
(Rs.6,000 Government of India + Rs.6,000 State Government )

® Rs. 6,900 Crore Provision for the year 2023-24
® Rs. 1,712 Crores to be distributed to 86.6 lakh beneficiary farmers during the launch

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS Project Cost

The new Darshan Queue complex, state-of-the-art facilities for the devotees < 109 Cr.
Dedication to the Nation : The left bank (85km) canal network of Nilwande Dam < 5177 Cr.
Inauguration of four laning of Sangli to Borgaon section of NH-166 (Package-l) < 1102 Cr.
Dedication to the Nation : Jalgaon to Bhusaval 3" & 4" railway line < 640 Cr.
Dedication to the Nation : Electrification of Kurduwadi-Latur Road railway section < 237 Cr.
Development of Additional Facilities at Manmad gas Terminal, Maharashtra < 221Cr.
Foundation Stone laying of Maternal & Child Health Wing at Ahmednagar Civil Hospital < 25Cr.
Inauguration of AYUSH Hospital at Ahmednagar Civil Hospital < 9Cr.

Distribution of Ayushman Card and Swamitva Card

B Health cover up to 5.00 lakhs per annum to each family
B Commencement of distribution of 1.11 crore Ayushman Cards

B 'Sanad’ distribution to beneficiaries under Swamitva Yojana

Venue : Near Shirdi Airport, Kakadi,
Tal. Kopargaon, Dist. Ahmednagar.

Time : 3.30 p.m. On Thursday, Devendra Fadnavis ‘ Eknath Shinde ‘ Ajit Pawar
26th October, 2023. Deputy Chief Minister Chief Minister Deputy Chief Minister

@ www.mahasamvad.in €)@ @ MaharashtradGIPR ) MahaDGIPR ‘ Directorate General of Information and Public Relations, Government of Maharashtra
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Classifieds

I, Narender Kumar Sharma, S/o
Manohar Lal Sharma, R/o Flat
No.-310 New Modern Apts Plot
No.-26/2 Rohini Sec-9 Delhi-85
have changed my name from
Narender Kumar to Narender
Kumar Sharma for all future
purposes. 0040695275-3

I, MadhuSharma W/o Narender—
Kumar Sharma R/o Flat No.-310
New Modern Apts Plot No.-26/2
Rohini Sec-9 Delhi-85 have
changed my name from Madhu
to Madhu Sharma for all future
purposes. 0040695275-2

I, KRITIKARAWAT D/0 GAMBHIR™
SINGH RAWAT, R/0678/1, UGF,
Ashok Vatika, Devli, New Delhi-
62 declare that name of my
father has been wrongly
written as GS RAWAT in my
10th & 12th Marksheets-cum
Certificates. The actual name
of father is GAMBHIR SINGH
RAWAT, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040695266-2

YATENDER GOEL R/O H.NO.
1/374,LINKROAD, OLD
FARIDABAD, HARYANA-121002,
CHANGE MY NAMETO
KAMLESH GOEL FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040695242-1

I, KALPNA'W/0 Sh.Rajeev Dahiya
R/o Flat.No.B-7,Vandana
Apartments, Plot.N0.18/2, The
New Laxmi CGHS Ltd. Sector-
13, Rohini, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110085 have declare that
inmy Son’s/ Daughter’s
Passport my nameis wrongly
written as KALPNA DAHIYA/
KALPANA DAHIYA respectively,
instead of the correct name
KALPNA. In future | will be
known as KALPNA, which may
be amended accordingly.

0070870134-1

I, Jeremiah Pamei S/o0 Heitung
Pamei R/0-F-7, Teachers-
Residential Block, Dhaka-
Complex, Delhi-110009, have
changed my name to Jeremiah
Pame, Permanently

0040695241-1

I, JOSMY JOSED/OKMJOSER/O™
74, KAMAYANI KUNJ
APARTMENT, I.P. EXTENSION,
PATPARGANJ, DELHI-110092,in
my class 10th Secondary
School Examination certificate
my mother’s name is wrongly
recorded as MARY JOSE. MY
mother’s correct nameis
MARY MATHAI
MACHUKUZHIYIL (MARY M M).

0070870085-1

I,YOGESH MAVI,S/0 HATAM
SINGH,R/0 H.NO.9/22, SECTOR-
3,Rajender-Nagar,
Sahibabad,Ghaziabad(UP)hav
e changed my name to YOGESH
KUMAR. 0040695300-1

LVIJAYPALMANN,S/oLate
Chhatter Singh Mann,R/0
H.No0.380 Near Vijay Pal Wali
Gali Alipur,North-West Delhi-
110036,have here-by VIJAY PAL
MANN Aadhaar Card.No. 6509
83163307 in My Passportis
Name VIJAY PAL SINGH
Passport No.G7388690.1 declare
VIJAY PAL MANN and VIJAY PAL
SINGH both are the same only
one and Same Person.

0040695317-9

T,TanziaD/o Surender Kumar
R/o Block A-81 Gali No.1,near
church Harit,Vihar Burari Delhi-
110084,changed my name to
Tanzia Gangar 0040695288-3

I,TaranjeetKaur Virdi W/0
Jatinder Singh WZ-283/136
Vishnu Garden Tilak Nagar
Delhi have changed my name
to Taranjeet Kaur.

0040695288-8

I,THARMESH
KUMAR,S/O.PARKASH
LAL,ADD-A-33,PREET-
VIHAR,DELHI-110092,changed
my nameto THARMESH
KUMAR BHATIA,for all,future
purposes. 0040695317-2

,Sonu Kumar s/o-Randhir
Singh,Address H.no.-
1662,Housing Board
Colony,Sector-
14,Sonipat(131001),Haryana,H
ave Change My Name to Sonu
Malik,For All Purpose.

0040695314-4

I,Soha Khan,b/O ROUFAHMAD
KHAN,R/O-K-75 BATLA HOUSE
JAMIA NAGAR ND-25,HAVE
CHANGE MY NAME TO SOHA
ROUF KHAN 0040695300-4

,LShweta,D/0 Sh.Sanjy
kumar,house.no.3, third
floor,street no 4, jwala mata
mandir, old Anarkali
extension,krishna-nagar,east
delhi,delhi, 110051,have
Changed my name from
Shweta to Shweta Singh for all
future purposes. 0040695307-4

I,Shneha Lata Swain,spouse
of,Sunakar Swain,R/0 GA-
85,Defence-Colony,Niladri
Vihar, Sailashree-Vihar,
Khorda,Odisha-751021,have
changed my Name,from
ShnehaLata Swainto
Snehalata Swain,vide-Affidavit
dated-25/10/2023,at Delhi.

0040695317-8

I,Shijaudddin S/o Zahooruddin,
R/0-3097-98, Gali
Sushila,Turkman Gate Delhi-
110006,have changed my name
to Shijauddin.

0040695300-3

I, Gian Chand Grover S/o Shiv
Dayal R/0 H.N0.593, Sector-14,
Hisar, Haryana-125001, have
changed my name to Ghyan
Chand. 0040695307-3

I, George K. K. S/0 Kuruvilla
philiphose Kunnathumpara
R/0D2/13, third floor, D2 Block,
Punjab National Bank,
Janakpuri, New Delhi 110058
have changed my nameto
George Kuruvilla
Kunnathumpara. 0040695207-1

I hitherto known as SHAKEELA
alias SABARUN KHATUN D/O
WAKIL MIR W/O MOHAMMAD
HAIDER residing at D-938, GALI
NO-22, D-BLOCK,
BHAHANPURA, GARHI MENDU,
NORTH EAST DELHI, DELHI-
110053 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as SHAKEELA. 0040695212-1

I Reena Popli W/o Shri Ravi Popli
R/o Plot No-166, 2nd Floor,
Sector-4, Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh-201010, declare
that Seema Nagpal and Reena
popliboth are one and same
person. 0040695275-1

| Gurleen Kaur Banga D/0O,
Ranbir Singh Banga R/0 363,
Kohat Enclave, Pitampura,
Delhi 110034 have changed my
name to Gurleen forall
purposes. 0040695216-1

I Gulvinder Kumar S/o
Sh.DarshanLalR/o WZ-126,
GaliNo.29, Sant Garh, Tilak
Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-110018
isalso known as Gulvinder
Kumar Gulati. Both names are
of one and the same person.

0040695202-1

IAnand SS/0, Prema
Subramanian R/o0 B1/202
Harihar Royal Apartments,
Pattanam Itteri Road,
Ondipudur, Coimbatore -
641016 have changed my name
to Anand Subramanian.

0040695214-1

I, SANDEEP SINGH,S/0.SABAL
SINGH, ADD-D-312,GANESH
NAGAR,PANDAV NAGAR
COMPLEX SHAKARPUR,DELHI-
110092, changed my name to
SANDEEP SINGH BISHT,for
all,future purposes.

0040695298-4

My actual/correctnameis
Devender Kumar Aggarwal
instead of Devender Aggarwal
whichis wrongly-writtenin my
Son-Aaryan Aggarwal
pasport.R/0.D-86,New-Multan
Nagar,Delhi-56. 0040695290-6

Itis for general information that
| Ajay Kumar Kaithal S/o Shri
Chhote Lal Kaithal R/0 496,
Amrai Parisar, Bag Sevania,
Huzur, Bhopal, Madhya
Pradesh-462043, declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly written as Ajay Kaithal
inmy Service Record with
DMRC. The actual name of
mine is Ajay Kumar Kaithal.

0040695263-1

I, SAROJKUMARI is legally
wedded spouse of 2868754F Ex-
NK HARENDRA SINGH, have
changed my name from SAROJ
KUMARIto SAROJDEVIvide
Affidavit dated 23.10.2023
before Notary Public of Dwarka
Court, Sector 10, New Delhi-
110075 0040695207-2

I,Shakina bano,w/o0 zargham
haider,R/0-Q-22,
street.no.18,brahampuri new
seelampur delhi-110053,have
changed my name to sakina
bano,for all purpose.

0040695300-7

I,Sangeeta Rani W/0 Arjit Goyal
R/o Flat No.A-12,First-Floor
New India Apartment Sector-
9,Rohini Delhi-110085,changed
my name to Sangeeta Goyal

0040695288-4

I, Nidhi Walia Gaur W/o Dr. Vipul
Gaur R/0 E-3/1,Krishna
Nagar,Delhi-110051, have
changed my name to Nidhi
Walia for all future Purposes.

0070870123-1

I,SANKALP SHRIVASTAV,S/O
PRASHANT KUMAR SINHA,
ADD-75,GROUND-FLOOR,
CHITRA-VIHAR, LAXMI-
NAGAR,EAST DELHI-
110092,CHANGED MY-MINOR
DAUGHTER NAME SHACHITO
SHACHHI SHRIVASTAYV, FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040695298-1

I,Ravi Shanker S/o Netram
Mittal R/0-91 Upper Ground-
Floor,Royal,Avenue Pocket-
27,Sector-24,Rohini Delhi-
110085 changed my name to
Ravi Shanker Mittal

0040695288-2

I,Rakesh Kumar S/o Banarshi
Dass R/0RZ-11A J-Block
Old,Roshan Pura Najafgarh
Delhi-110043,changed my
minor son name Nimit to Nimit
Kumar 0040695288-1

I,LRISHU SINGH,S/0O-RAN VIJAY
SINGH,R/O-HAPPY
HOME,H.NO.1356,FF,C/2-
Block,Palam Vihar,
GURUGRAM-
122017,Haryana,have changed
my name to SUDHANSHU
CHANDEL for all purpose.

0040695314-2

I,RAJENDER KAUR W/0O KARNAIL
SINGH R/O HNO.A-
34A,KHNO.9/1,SHIV
VIHAR,CHANDER
VIHAR,NILOTHI
EXTENSION,DELHI-
110041.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAJINDER KAUR.

0040695298-3

I,Purnima Singh,D/0-Vinod
Kumar Residing at B-
10/50,Sector-18,Rohini,Delhi-
110089,have changed my name
to Purnima.

0040695314-1

I,Praveen Kumar S/0 Prem
Singh,R/0 Khasra.N0.154/166
Near-Balmiki Chopal, Pooth
Khurd,Delhi-110039,have
changed my name to Praveen
Malik.

0040695317-3

I,Pradeep Singh Rana,S/o Sh.Jai
Bhagwan,R/0 House.no.A-95,
Ashok-Vihar Phase-2,Ashok-
Vihar, North West-Delhi, Delhi-
110052,have changed my name
to Pradeep Rana.

0040695290-5

I, Rajiv Aneja S/o Shiv Kumar
AnejaR/029,Road-No-16, East
PunjabiBagh, Delhi-110026
have changed my name to
Rajiv Kumar Aneja.

0070870128-1

EPHPEF..HE)'SS.CUIH

I,PRABHGUN S/O RICHHPAL
SINGH R/0 VPO MALLEKAN
DISTT SIRSA,HARYANA-
125055.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PRABHGUN SINGH.

0040695317-5

ar ukhvi 3
Slngh WZ-283/136 Vishnu
Garden Tilak Nagar Delhi have
changed my nameto
Narinderjeet Kaur.

0040695288-9

T,NISHIBALA alias NISHIGUPTA™
D/o RAVIDUTT W/0 GYAN
PRAKASH R/0 402 Block-5,Cat-
3,Type-A Rani,Jhansi Statue
Motia Khan,Pahar Ganj,Swami
Ram,Tirth,Nagar,New,Delhi,Ce
ntral Delhi, Delhi-110055,have
changed my name to NISHI
GUPTA. 0040695288-6

T,Mohammad Shakil,S/OFaqre
Alam,R/0 A-48, llird Floor,Gali
no-01,Kabir Nagar,Delhi-
110094.have changed my name
to SHAKIL AHMED.
Permanently. 0040695290-3

T,MOHD AHMAD,S/OMOHD
ARFEEN,R/0O B16/3,JOHRI FARM
NOORNAGAREXT
JAMIANAGAR,NEW DELHI-
110025,IN MY PASSPORT MY
AND MY PARENTS NAME ARE
INCORRECT MOHD AHMED AND
MD AARFEEN AND GULISTA
CORRECT-NAME AREMOHD
AHMAD AND MOHD ARFEEN
AND GULISTA BEGUM.

0040695290-8

VENKATESH MOHAN R/O FLAT
NO-2706,TOWER-SG-2, 27TH-
FLOOR,SAYA GOLD
AVENUE,VAIBHAV
KHAND,INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIA
BAD,UTTAR PRADESH-
201014,changed my minor
son’s name HRIDAYA RAHUL
MOHAN to HRIDAYA MOHAN.

0040695298-6

I, MOHAN RAHUL,S/O
VENKATESH MOHAN R/O
FLAT.NO-2706,TOWER-SG-2,
27TH-FLOOR SAYA GOLD
AVENUE,VAIBHAV
KHAND,INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIA
BAD,UTTAR PRADESH-
201014,changed my nameto
RAHUL MOHAN. 0040695298-5

I,Rakesh Kumar S/o Ashok
Kumar, R/0 House No.K-389,
GaliNo.3 A,Sangam Vihar,
South Delhi,New Delhi-
110062,have changed my name
from Rakesh Kumar to Rakesh
forall purposes. 0040695288-10

MOHAMMAD KHADIM,R/O WZ-
231C,MADIPUR
VILLAGE,PASCHIM
VIHAR,DELHI-110063.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO MOHD
ATEEK KHAN. 0040695317-6

LMANOHARRAO,son of,U
Mahabala Rao
Presently,residing
at,P2A062,DLF-City Phase-
5,Princeton-Estate,Sector-53,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122003,have
changed my name,from
MANOHAR RAO to MAHABALA
MANOHAR RAO,vide-affidavit
dated-25.10.2023.

0040695298-9

I,LMANDEEP KAUR (Old
Name)D/o-AJIT SINGH,R/0-Vpo
Bains Nawanshahr,Punjab-
144508,Change My First Name
is MANDEEP and My Surname
Is KAUR Permanently.

0040695314-3

I,Kavita,W/o Lalit Kumar,R/0-B-
1140,Upper Ground
Floor,Shastri Nagar,Delhi-
110052,have changed my name
Kavita,to Kavita Pasricha, for
all future purposes.

0040695300-5

ILJASNIL SAINI,D/O-RAJINDER
SINGH,R/0 HOUSE NUMBER
196.A GAUTAM-NAGAR
N.DELHI-110049,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME JASNIL
SAINITO JASNIL KAUR,FORALL
PURPOSE USED.

0040695290-4

I,Gopal S/o Kunwar Pal,R/0-
Village Asaoti Teh.-Palwal,
Distt. Palwal (H.R) Pin-
121102,have changed my name
to Gopal Kumar,for all future
purposes.

0040695300-2

I,GULISTAN,W/0 MOHD
ARFEEN,R/0O-B16/3 JOHRI FARM
NOORNAGAR EXT
JAMIANAGAR,NEW DELHI-
110025,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME GULISTA BEGUM,
PERMANENTLY. 0040695290-9

I,Farzana W/0O-Dilshad
Ahmed,R/0 D-9,Street.No-01,D-
Block, Main 25 Futa Road,Shri
Ram Colony,Rajiv Nagar,Delhi-
110094.have changed my name
to FARZANA BEGUM,
Permanently.

0040695290-1

I,FARAH NAAZ SALEEM,W/O
PARVEZ ALAM,R/0-107 OKHLA-
VILLAGE JAMIANAGAR,NEW
DELHI-110025,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME FARHA NAAZ
SALEEM TO FARHANAAZ,
PERMANENTLY.  0040695290-7

I,FAHAD S/O FAHEEM AHMED.
R/0OR-25STREET NO.21
BRAHAMPURI,DELHI-53,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO FAHAD-
AHMED. 0040695290-2

I,Deepak Kumar,S/0 Laxmi
Narayan Yadav, R/0H.N0.39,
Mamaria Thethar (72)Rewari
(Haryana)-123101,have
changed my name to Deepak
Yadav.

0040695317-4

I,Dalip Kumar S/o Sunder Lal
R/0-56 GP Block,Maurya,
Enclave Pitampura Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
to Dalip Chawla.

0040695307-1

I, RAJINDER KUMAR, S/0O VINOD
KUMAR, R/O FLAT NO-335,
POCKET B AND C,SECTOR-A,
Vasant Kunj South, West Delhi,
Delhi-110070. Have changed my
name to RAJAT BANSAL For all
future purposes.

0070870098-1

ILDEVANSHU S/0 VIJAY KUMAR
MESSON R/O PLOTNO.9,IST-
FLOOR,KHASRANO.99/23,BLOC
K-A,JAIN NAGAR-
EXTENSION,KARALA,DELHI-
110081.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DEVANSHU MESSON.

0040695317-7

I,DEEPAK,S/O.RAMSWAROOP A"
DD-RZU, 24D,NANDA BLOCK
MAHAVIR ENCLAVE PALAM-
VILLAGE,SOUTH, WEST-DELHI
110045,changed my name to
DEEPAK BHALLA,for all,future
purposes.

0040695317-1

T,Balendra Kumar DiXit,R/0-A-
434,Sector-47,Noida-
201301,Gautambudh Nagar,my
Father’s name,has been
wrongly written,Dev Krishan
Dixit,in my passport. The
actual,name of my father Deo
Krishan Dixit.

0040695300-6

TJatindersSingh Virdi S/0
Sukhvinder Singh WZ-283/136
Vishnu Garden Tilak Nagar
Delhi have changed my name
to Jatinder Singh.

0040695288-7

T,BRAHAM PRAKASHS/0SHRT
RAM R/0 G-3/81,Ground-Floor,
Model,Town-3, Delhi-
110009,have changed my name
to BRAHAM PRAKASH NAAGAR.

0040695307-5

RAMA SHANKAR GUPTA,R/O,F-
904,GALAXY VEGA, TECHZONE-
4,NOIDA,GAUTAMBUDH
NAGAR,UTTAR PRADESH-
201306,changed my name to
BINAY GUPTA,for all purposes.

0040695298-7

[L,AishaBegum W/0,Salman
Khalid R/o,F-8, First-Floor, Flat-
No.1,U.G.F.,Shaheen-Bagh,
Abul-Fazal-Enclave-Il,Jamia-
Nagar,0khla, New Delhi-
110025,have changed my-name
to Aisha Salman.

0040695307-2

TLANILKUMARS/0 RAMADHAR
R/0-E-19/354,Sector-3,,Rohini
North West Delhi, Delhi-
110085,Ihave changed my
minor daughter name ASMITA
alias ASMITA RAJ aged-
16,years to ASMITA RAJ.

0040695288-5

[LAJAY KUMAR,S/O.MAHIPAL
SINGH,ADD- G-1/1141,MAN
SAROVER-PARK,
SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110032,CHANGED MY MINOR-
DAUGHTER NAME SHRESHTHA
TO SHRESHTHA DAGARR FOR
ALL,FUTURE PURPOSES

0040695298-2

I, hitherto known as PARUL
GUPTA alias PARUL JINDAL
alias PARUL D/O RAMESH
CHANDER GUPTA W/0 MUKESH
KUMAR R/0O H.NO-B-105, PARK
VIEW APARTMENT, SECTOR-5,
VASUNDHRA, GHAZIABAD,
UTTAR PRADESH-201012, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as PARUL
GUPTA.

0070870132-1

I, YASH PAL PUNDIR, S/0O
MAHENDER SINGH, R/O0 HOUSE
NO-399/1, GALINO-12,
PARWATIYA COLONY,
FARIDABAD, SECTOR-22,
HARYANA-121005. Have
changed my name to YASHPAL
SINGH For all future purposes.

0070870097-1

I, VIJAYA KUMAR ARVIND S/OR
VIJAYAKUMAR R/O N-96, UPPER
GROUND FLOOR FRONT SIDE,
GALINO.15, BHAGWATI
GARDEN EXTENSION, UTTAM
NAGAR, DELHI-110059 declare
that name of mine and my
father has been wrongly
writtenas VKARVIND and
RAMASAMY VIJAYAKUMAR in
my Driving License No.
DL1220180000491. The actual
name of mine and my father
are VIJAYA KUMAR ARVIND and
R VIJAYAKUMAR

0070870125-1

I, Sumit Kumar SharmaR/0
House#53AnujVihar (shankar
Vihar) Behind IDSA Delhi Cantt-
10 have changed my
daughter’s name from Aishani
to Aishani Purohit for all
Purpose.

0040695272-1

I, Srisudipta Banerjee S/0 Sri
sibaprasad Banerjee, R/0
L1/75-B, 1st floor LIG DDA Flats
kalkaji delhi-110019 have
changed my name to sudipta
Banerjee

0070870130-1

I, Sonu S/0 Sh. Motilal R/o
H.No.E9, 1st Floor, Gali.No.5,
Chhalera, Gautam Budh Nagar,
U.P-201301 have changed my
name from Sonu to Sonu
Bhardwaj for all future
purposes.

0070870127-1

I, Shailesh Kumar Pathak S/0,
Indra Pal Pathak R/0 484
Friends Society Sec 12,
Vasundhara Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Shailesh
Pathak for all purposes.

0040695299-1

I, Satish Nijhawan alias Satish
Kumar Nijhawan S/oL.R
Nijhawan, R/0-39,Maulana-
Azad Society, Near-Bal Bharti
School Pitampura, Delhi-
110034, have changed my name
to Satish Kumar, Permanently.

0040695241-2

I, RUKSHANA CYRUS SHROFF
W/0 Cyrus Minoo Shroff, R/o E-
22A, East of Kailash, New Delhi-
65 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
RUKSHANA SHROFF.

0040695266-1

I, SURESH CHANDRA S/0 Harish
ChandraR/o F.No0.37, FF, Block
5, Eros Garden, Charmsood
Village, Sec-39, Faridabad-
121009, Haryana, have changed
my name to SURESH CHANDRA
JOSHI for all future purpose.

0040695266-3

—  LOST&FOUND

ORIGINAL SHARE CERTIFICATE
AND POSSESSION LETTER OF,
FLAT,NO.21-C, DELHI PRADESH
CGHSLTD,PLOT NO.43, SECTOR-
13,ROHINI, DELHI-110085,HAS
BEEN LOST,FOUNDER CONTACT
TO SHRIKANT
TRIPATHI/9717506989

0040695307-10

and Sheetal Verma W/o Shri
Khagesh Kumar SharmaR/o
Flat No.B-1303,Stellar Jeewan
Plot No. GH-03, Sector-1,
Greater Noida West,Bisrakh
Jalalpur, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-203207
inform that we have lost our
Original Share Certificate of
property bearing No.Flat
No.97,Ajanta Apartment,
I.P.Extension Patparganj New
Delhi-110092.,Finder pls
contactabove said address.

0040695322-9

DHARAM PAL,R/0-VILLAGE-
ALIPUR, DISTT-FARIDABAD,
HARYANA-121101,inform that
my property previous
owner,DARSHAN SINGH,
Ownership Original,Papers
i.e.,Agreement to Sale,GPA,
Will, Possession Letter,
Receipt,Affidavit of regarding
of,PLOT.NO.19 and
PLOT.NO.20,WAKA MAUJA
BASELVA,TEHSIL & DISTRICT-
FARIDABAD HARYANA,has
been Lost,if found, contact me
+91-9899005045. 0040695300-9

l,Saraswati Sharma,W/0

B,D,Sharma,120-C, DB-

block,Lig (DD A) flat, Hari
Nagar, Delhi,- 64 have lost my I-
240 Beta-2 Gr.Noida G.B
Nager(UP)Allotment letter no-
B019356 intimation letter,
Possession letter,lease
plan,lease deed,all payment
Challan,property Documents
along with onetime leaserent
challan also. 0040695298-10

~— PUBLICNOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ganers Putdc iz nlormed al langs
Lkt Wir. .-‘u;l;rr S M. Ravish Chand &
s Ritu Sahei, Wha M Ajay, have made
representabions that they am the absalute
ownars of G4 Flat No W88, Ground
Faoor, Biock DA, Rajourt Garden, G-5
Anaa, Har Magar, Mesy Delni, & inlaad bo
sl b same fa M Desgpalk Jaiswal &
Mrz. Mela Jaswal, who have furher
offerad I morgage e same with Shahe
Hank of Ingia, RACPL, Naraina, New
Dwthi Bganst credil Tacililies. That
gg%i'l:liF'l.'ﬁ:-mkl'l Hip, HOC mgued by

Parial Conweyanoce Deed dated
H1EA000 in favour of M. Balde R.'ul
are lgel & vlormation Raporl dabed
11.03.2023 Deanng LR Mo 2306452065
has baan lodged For saens. Fulles,
Surviving Members Cerfhoitas of M
2 & Mr. Parkaj Mhiglani are
uniraceahie I ary parson has any
Inferaton sbodt sakd dopeenans oF hias

chjection with respect o The samea o has
ary  inberest whalsosves i e sasd
praparty, may submil their ofyections
baforme e ||n|1rrs.|r'r.-'~c| wide E-Mail
aif shalabh El,p.:._:..;i'_agmm'n;m or vk
tedephors WO +81-97 17215434, with
decuments within 15 days
ba gl thas publication.

EHP.L.HEH GUFTH. H.D\"U'CH.'I'E

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be & known to gl that my clerd Sed,

Cran Pabi Wit 5h. Raj Singh, Fia H. Ma
26T Bana Udyan, Nosth West, Narata,
Crethi-40, hares severed &l refations with
her son namedy Sh. Anil Khatd and his
wile Smd. Jyall Tushir & grancison Daksh
and granddaugiier Kanka end havs
discranad & disnharibed tham from all
thesr epuable & immavable properties,
duse 80 Jyod Tushir's eriuly behaior &
her thraat %o Rlse implication of anlira
family af my clienl, Whasoever deals
with tham in any makiar, shall da 20 a
hisfher own fisk & consequencas and
iy clien] il ral be hiedd lakle for fhat
Deepak Ranga (Advocate)
Ch Ko, 131, Weastem Wirg Te Hacan Coud, Dalhibd

 PUBLIC NOTICE |

“PUBIIC at large is hereby mformed
that my clients are intending to
purchase a Property bearing
Municipal No. G-10, built on land
area measuring 125.415sq.mtrs|
(150sq.yds.), Situated at AshoN
Vihar, Delhi-
belonging to Shri Ish Arora son of
Shri Surinder Kumar Arora. It ig
stated by said Shri Ish Arora that he
is the sole and absolute owner of
the said property and the same is
free from all sorts of encumbrances)
It is hereby also stated that the
original Conveyance Deed
executed by President of Indig
through Delhi Development
Authority in favour of Shri Surender|
Kumar son of Shri Gian Chand on
05.12.1994 is lost/misplaced
somewhere and it is not traceablg
till date. ANCR is already lodged by
Shri Surender Arora in Delhi Police
vide LR No.1395182/2017 dated
12.08.2017 and a Public Notice is
already published in a News Paper]
Anybody holding any right, title,
interest or claim of any naturg
whatsoever with the aforesaid
property ~may contact the
undersigned within 15 days from theg
date of the present publication
failing which my clients shal
purchase the said property freg
from all sorts of encumbrances,
charges and liens etc. and no claim

will be entertained thereafter.”
Sd/- KANHAIYA AGGARWAL
Reg. No. 553/83  ADVOCATH
Office:- RU-352, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034

Phase-1, 110052,

(M.) 9810041930, 958269178

PUBLIC MOTICE

bor oz Ko 1o A0 Ehad |, SIMIEL CHAWLA
O Satpal Geover Bfo 280136 Secoed
Fizor ‘Wesi Palel Magar Mew Dehi-
LLO0CE, has LOST ORIGENAL DEMAND
LETTER, FOSSESSHIN. LETTER, GRA
N.0.C. WILL, PAYMENT RECEIPT
AFFIDEYIT and OTHER DOCIASERTS
pestaiming tn Fist No, 28-8, First Floge
Jznin Flat. Basant Gaon, Yasand Enclave
Mevw Delti An FILR fo thes efect has been
Festgieed in e Police Shatioes Crime Branch
fny Person claiming any right interest ar
have aey ohjschion or found the zbovs
=3 omEinal documenls may contact the
ahirae namad Ferson or call on phane na
1995016542 withm 15 days from the
dite of publication of this nodics.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it know to all concerned That m
clients OM PRAKASH S/O LATE LAXM|j
NARAYAN & BASANTI DEVI W/O OM
PRAKASH R/0 BH-22, MADANGIR
NEW DELHI-110062 have severed all

their relations & disowned/ debarred thei

son MOHNISH KUMAR from their al

movable & immovable properties in Delh

and anywhere in India due to his Crue

nature, disobedience, bad/ irresponsible
behavior & non fulfill his moral dutie

towards my clients. My clients & thei]
family members shall not be responsibl

for any acts, deeds done by MOHNISH

KUMAR at any point of time.

Sd/- TUSHAR SINH

En. No. D-192/2011  Advocat

Ch. No. 466, Lawyers Block

Saket Court CompleX

Saket, New Delhi-110017

“"IMPORTANT" |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify

its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

CORP./AUTH

E (APPROX.) IN

THE BOARD

OFFICER/CONTACT

(TIME) RUPEES CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
1 MUNIGIPAL—-—ToR-FOR-EMPANELLED-ARCHITECTS-UNDER-CATE{——CLOSING N https://etenders:{—ajayniralal45@gmail,
CORPORATION, GORY B AND ABOVE FOR CONSTRUCTION OF MIN DATE hry.nic.in com
SONIPAT BYE PASS FROM NIHAL SCHOOL (ROHTAK ROAD) TQ]  30.10.2023
KAKROI ROAD WARD NO.14 & 16 OF MUNICIPAL COR
PORATION, IN DISTRICT SONIPAT.
I») AMNLEINHCIPA L ECTIMATE - EOR--AIAINTENAN E-DPARL RAQCM. O LOSINC
— IVIOUINTUIT AL 1 COTIVIATE T'UMN IVIATINTEINAIN \JL T FAnT UNnAooT CLUOTNTNO . A A 0
CORPORATION,| LAWN AND PLANTS IN VARIOUS PARKS OF M.C SONI DATE onone [[f[|™ee:etencers. ajayniralalds@gmail
SONIPAT PAT + 1 WORKS 15.11.2023 y-nic.
22219/HRY— FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

RCD, ROAD DIVISION, JAMSHEDPUR, JHARKHAND

e-Procurement Notice
For National Competitive Bidding
- I{-nder Reference No. RC DIIAM‘E]—II: DPUR/1689, Date 25.10.2023
“Balance work of 1l.?'.':lv;jl..J:unL & hlrl.‘nwll:u.:]n'l" of Khasmahal
1. Mame of the work to Jadugora Road, Luu__'rh 0 to 7.67 km under RCD, Road
Division, Jamshedpur for the year 2023-24
i 7 Y Hs 17,5485 862.00
2 bh“mlmffj t}fﬂ;ﬁ_ﬂr Work (Rupees  Seventeen Crore Fifty Four Lakh Eighty Five
ke Tllirllﬁdlllj_]:]_‘__"_l_:![_J&I_Ilﬁ_]_]_t.li.:l_%._i:_l_'{[} Two Only)
54
3 Initial Bid Seeurity  Rs In Lacs ) Rs 17.55 Lakh (Rupees Seventeen L akh Fifty Five
Thousand only).
Bank Guarantee valid for minimum 45 days bevond the Bid
itial Bid Security in the .- validity period of 1200 day’ 5 Yr N5C / 3 or 5 Yr FD issued
4. Initial Bid Secunty in the shape of bw any Indian Post offices’ 3 or 5 Yr FD issued by any
Mationalized 'Scheduled Bank situated within Jharkhand,
- Cost of Bidding documents Rs 100100 (Rs Ten Thousand) only.
f. Time of Completion Twelve Months
7 Date of Fuhl]n;:.al:-::l.n of Tender on 30.10.2023 at 10.30 AM.
website s
B. Start date of bidding 30.10.2023 from 10.30 AM.
9, Last date & Time for online bidding 21.11.2023 up Lo 02, 00 PM.
10, Type of Bid Twao envelope mode (Technical and Financial Bid)
' Through e-tendening portal www. jharkhandtenders.gov.in
Last date & time for upload of Bid ( Az per SOP issued by Information Technology & e-
11. | Security and other documents in online Governance Department, Govt. of Jharkhand vide Letter
form No. 120, Dt. 03.10.2023 )
21.11.2023 upto 02.00 PM .
Db Vistie Bt v e Teitnitical 3.11.2023 at 3.00 PM by e-Procurement Cell, Room No.
12, T peNng 2 i 311}.&. 3™ floor, Road Construction Department, Jharkhand
Bid
| Mantrlaya, Dhurwa, Ranchi
13 Name & address of office Inviting Exceutive E nginger, RCD, Road Division, Jamshedpur,
g lender Road No.- 1, CH Area.
4. Contact no. of Procurement officer DR57-2227724
15, | Helpline number of e-Procurement cell (65 1-2401010
Above informations are only indicative. Detail NIT & SBD publised on Tender portal shall be final and mandatory.
Details can be seen on website hitp:/jharkhandtenders. gov.in Executive Engineer
PR 309855 Road{23-24).D RCD, Road Division, Jamshedpur
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G.Ma Mame of Work Tender 1D, Closing Date

1. | Anrual Maintenance confract of strest bght with 03] 2003 500 444017 1] 24.10.2023
wirars aperalian and martanance al 1A Firnabad upta 6:00 PM
Disll Firoeate

2. | Annual Mainterance contract of sinesd bghl with 03] 2003 S0C 45015 1| 24.10.2023
yRars aperalion and meerdenands al 1A, Ko Katen upka 6:00 PM
Distt, Mathura

3. | Proviging and upkeeping beaushul landscing 3 SOC 44001 1] M.1002023
bty etk i central park at 18, TOS City, ula 600 PM
Ghaziahad
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ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHANKAR VIHAR
(NEAR MAHIPALPUR) DELHI CANTT-10

TELE NO - 011- 26153558/9
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EODI
EQ is solicited from suitable vendor for construction of closed sheller as
activity room for Music Room (Size 33x30x12 feet) as per specification
rmentionad in EQI form at Army Public School, Shankar Yihar. Site visit is
mandatory before quoting the rate. Details for the above and EQI form are
available at school counter against DD/POS machine/UP| of ¥ 1000/-,
Forms duly filled be submitted by 06 Nov 2023, Chairman

;1 U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD

E-Tender Notice

E-Tender No- 02/EEMCC-VIIIIJTPS/2023-24- Name of Work-
"Work of Round the clock Operation of entire Signal &
telecommunication (S&T) System and Routine/Daily, Monthly,
Quarterly Half yearly and Annual schedules maintenance of
Signal & telecommunication of Jawaharpur Thermal Power
Station, from interchange point at Etah Rly. Station to inside
plant.Estimated cost: Rs. 1,50,71,397.00. EM.D: Rs.
2,90,000.00, Last date and time for submission of e-bid dt:
23.11.2023 at 14.00 Hrs. Total CQuality of Work, tender
specification and other terms & condition is as per tender
document available on the e-lender portal undersigned reserves
the right to cancel the e-beds without assigning any reason,
Corrigendum, addendum, Extension if any shall be uploaded
only on the above website. Bidders are advised to visit the
website regularly for updated information from time to time,

Executive Engineer (Work)
. 208 / aefpufo(qo) / 2x660 da1 / womon S fe<mie 21102023

“Save Electricity Enhance National Productivity™

e

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr. PC)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

person namely Seema W/o Sameer Rio H.No. A-4/33,
Sector-20, Rohini, Delhi has committed (or is suspecled to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 164/2013 U/s 23
J.J. Act at P.S. Subhash Place, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Seema cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Seema have
absconded (or is concealing herself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused Seema of FIR No. 164/2013 U/s 23 J.J. Act at
P.5.: Subhash Place, Delhi is required to appear before
this court to answer the said complaint on or before

12.12.2023. By order
Rohit Gulia

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate

(North West) Room MNo. 108, 1st Floor

DPM1980/NWIZ2023 Rohini Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Umesh Mukhiya, S/o Buchaya Rfio C-102, Gali No.1, Nangal
Ext. Bajrang Chowk, Delhi Permanent Address VPO-Usral,
Post-Harri Ludhpur, Distt-Madhubani, Bihar has committed
{or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No.133/16 u/s 420M20B IPC, P.5S. Maurice Nagar, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said accused Umesh Mukhiya cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Umesh Mukhiya has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Umesh
Mukhiya of FIR No.133/16 u/s 420/120B IPC, P.5. Maurice
Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer
the said complaint on or before 06.12,2023.

By Order,

Shipra Dhankar
Ld. Metropolitan Magistrate (Central District)

DP/12042/N/2023 Room No.180, 1st Floor, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Yeppy Smily, S/o: Gemin, Rlo: Dwarka, Delhi (Country Ivory
Coast) has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in case FIR No. 1024/2021, U/s 14 Foreigners Act,
P.S.: Nihal Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Yeppy Smily
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown o my satisfaction
that the said accused Yeppy Smily has absconded (or is

concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Yeppy Smily accused
of FIR No. 1024/2021, U/s 14 Foreigners Act, P.5.: Nihal Vihar,
Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the said
complainton or before 06.12.2023. By Order
Sh. P. Bhargav Rao
Metropolitan Magistrate-03
West District, Room No. 292

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi |

DP/11504/0D/2023-(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that two
accused 1. Pintoo Rathore S/o Munna Rathore &
2. Pankaj Rathore S/o Munna Rathore, both R/o H.No.
54,24, Bhooton Wali Gali, Nangloi, Delhi have Committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case
FIR No. 557/2021 u/s 325/34 IPC has been registered at
P.S. Nangloi, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said 1. Pintoo Rathore
& 2. Pankaj Rathore cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said 1. Pintoo
Rathore & 2. Pankaj Rathore has absconded (or is
concealing themselves to avoid the service of the said

warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
1. Pintoo Rathore & 2. Pankaj Rathore of FIR No.
557/2021 w/s 325/34 IPC has been registered at P.S.
Nangloi, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to

answer the said complainton or before 22,12.2023.
By Order
Sh. Shubham Devadiya
Metropolitan Magistrate,
Room Mo. 336A, 3rd Floor,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP12124/0D/2023 (Court Matter)
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e-Tender Notice

AMRUT-2. 0 Improvmg water supply at Palarlvattom Edappally Vennala area - replacement
of old pipes- laying distribution mains from Palarivattom to Vadathode- Improving Water
Supply to Kochi Corporation Divisions 34, 35, 36, 37 & 40 (NEW) (old 32, 49 & 50) by laying
500mm DI (K9) & 160mm PVC (6Kg/cm2) pipe line from Edappally to vadathodu af
Ponekkara road and laying 160mm PVC from Thammanam to Palarivattom at Vyloppilly road
- Pipeline Work. EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/-, Tender fee : Rs. 13010, Last Date for submitting

Tender : 09-11-2023 03:00:pm, Phone : 0484-2360645, Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in,
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in Su r

: 2 PH Circle)
KWA-JB-GL-6-1424-2023-24 Kochi
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"All the tenders issued by CIL and
its Subsidiaries for procurement of
Goods, Works and Services are
available on website of Ceal
India Ltd www.coalindia.in /
respective Subsidiary Company,
CIL e-procurement portal
https:{/coalindiatenders. nic.in
and Central Procurement Portal
hitttps://eprocure.gov.in. In
addition, procuremeant is also done
through GeM portal
https:/igem.gowv.in".
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WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
E-TEMDER MOTICE WO. DRM-BRC
093 of 2023-24; Sealed Tenders for and
an behall of The President of Indla are
imvited by Divisional Rallway Manager
(WA, Western Rallway, Pratapnagar,
Vadodara-390 004 for the following
wirks: S No. (1) Tender No. & Hame
of Waork: DRM BRC 093 of 2023.24,
“adodara Division: - Providing Tool Booms
cum Rest Rooms for Trackmen -24
Mos, & SEJ's 40 MNos, & Glued Joings - 120
sels, Approximate cost of the work:
£ 3,0410,289.66/- Bid Security
to be deposited: T 3.02100.00- Date
and time for submission of tender and
opening of tender: Tender is to be
submittedd on 16.11.2023 before 15,00 Hrs
and |5 to be opened on same date at 15,30
Hrs; Website particulars and notice for
lecation where complete details can be
seen & Address of the office from where
the tender form can be purchased;
Website @ www.ireps.govin Divisional
Rallway Manager (WA/C) Western
Rallway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara-390 004
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L O Zr, DEE-TRS-GZE acting for and on behalf of President of India invites E-Tender
3 CHE S T e AR 30 () HIE | against Tender No. 230-TRS-GZB-2023-24-11. The datails are as under:-
4 it w1 sifew forer ™ 28.11.2023 (1200 71 f2= %) 1.[Name of the work : The different mechanical work of "li} Driga runlhng of
HAH : 1 i R mmatorized axde from bogie and disassembly of TM and Gear cass and cleaning
YEOTEE T e wEnee B -[.ﬁ ; 2 of Gaar case, (il 'Remowval and fitmant of elastic Ang of WAP-T lecomalive during
& i E Eflt wd H:u | 31.10.2023 (10:30 ¥ OTEA) rajorminor schedule' and (i) "Removal and fitment of sphen blocs of axzle guida
PR E e o P T g e o osgue arm of WAP-7 Iocomolives’ al Elecine loco shed, Ghaziabad,
& = 1 T CHEA | 05112023 (03:00 W SIIEH) 2. | Approx. cost of work : Rs. 35 83 188,00
| R 3“’“**3 T AT B AW | e S W e, i 3. |[Eamnest Money to be deposited : Rs, 71,700.00
Ll LERG] | femin Sasprr, o g, S9ER 4.|Last Date & Time of Submission of tender bid of tender : 16.11.2023 {11:00 Hrs )
| B i HEFTH T TR T RTER A I (6432-299919 5. [Date & Time of opening of tender document ; 16112023 (After 11:00 Hrs. )
I o | 2 [IH?:[«HR_ ~'I— q ?r-l-:-{rd-‘ T | D651 240100 6. |Wabsite particulars where complete details of tender documents can be

i
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o |
arfuras s,
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seen @ www.ireps.gov.in
Hnle tij The tenderer's must be registered on the Indian Ralkway E-Procurement
E-:.rs em (IREFS) site ie. www.ireps.gov.in for participating m e-tender system
(Il) For all terms and conditions please refer tender document, (1) Mo manual offers
are accepiabda. [iv) Cost of Tander documaent and Earnest monay will be acceptabla
thraugh net banking of payment galeway only

Mo.: 230-TRS-GZB-2023-24-13 Dated: 25.10.2023

32652023

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

TENDER NOTICE

BASE LOGISTICS OFFICER, HEADQUARTERS, EASTERN NAVAL COMMAND,

NAVAL BASE VISAKHAPATNAM-530014, NOTICE FOR REGISTRATION OF

REPUTED/REGISTERED

TRANSPORT/SHIPPING

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Constable
Raghubir Singh
ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable Raghubir
Singh of 3rd Battalion, who made the supreme
sacrifice in the line of duty on this day in
Jammu & Kashmir in 1989

Victoria Park, Meerut

E TENDER INVITING NOTICE 1. Open short term tender is invited
through e-tendering for supply of 34 Km 11 KV HT XLPE Cable size
3x120 sg. mm against tender specification no. PVVNL
MT/MM/80(s)/23-24. Tender Cost: Rs. 5900.00 (with GST), Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD) :- Rs. 2,61,000.00 (with GST), Last Date of
tender submission & Time :- 10.11.2023 at 2:00 PM, Date of tende
opening (Part-I*&ll™) & Time :- 10.11.2023 at 5:00 PM. 2. Open
short term tender is invited through e-tendering for supply of 1000
Km ACSR Rabbit Concoctor against tender specification no
PVVNL MT/MM/81(s)/23-24. Tender Cost:- Rs. 5900.00 (with
GST), Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) :- Rs. 4,78,000.00 (with
GST), Last Date of tender submission & Time :- 10.11.2023 at 2:00
PM, Date of tender opening (Part-I** & II"") & Time :- 10.11.2023 at
5:00 PM. Note:- In case of any amendment in tender specification
or date of extension, the same shall be uploaded on e-tender
website www.etender.up.nic.in and www.pvvnl.org Superintending
Engineer (MM-l) “Help line Number For Information of Theft of
Electricity: “1800-180-3002 (Meerut), & 9412207451” “SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION
Sd/- Superintending Engineer (MM-1) 937~ 1767 fedis:-25.10.2023

b BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY

AND SEWERAGE BOARD

Office of the Chief Engineer (Project)

3rd Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G.Road, Bengaluru-560009
No.BWSSB/CE(PVACE(Cstr&DCW)ITA/M060/2023-24  Dated: 25.10.2023

INVITATION FOR TENDER
{Only through kpp portal)

BWSSB invites Tenders in Two Stage Tender System from reputed
Manufacturer ! Authorized Dealer for supply of 35, 000Mos of 15mm
dia Multi Jet Class “B” Magnetic Type Waler Meters conforming to
1S:779/1994 & |150:4064/2014 with MID certificate its latest
amendmenits.

Amount Putto Tender: Rs.4,95,60,000/-

EMD: Rs.7,44,000/-.

Last date and time for Receipt of tenders is on 09.11.2023 before
16.00Hrs. and the Technical Bids will be openad on 10.11.2023 at
17.00Hrs. The details regarding the tender and participation in the
e-procurement portal process can be obtained by logging on to
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. For further details contact the

undersignad office during working hours., Sd/

Chief Engineer (Project)

DIPRICPKANITAN B4412023-24

6 GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [T S

TRANSPORTATION OF HOUSE HOLD ITEMS/PRIVATE VEHICLES OF NAVAL

PERSONNEL FROM VISAKHAPATNAM TO ALL OVER INDIA INCLUDING PORT

BLAIR & LAKSHADWEEP ISLANDS
1. The Base Logistics Officer, Headquarters,

Lakshadweep Islands.

days on Telephone- 089-2813051/ 2816608.
HQENC/Base Logistics Office
Naval Base
Visakhapatnam-530014.

Eastern Naval
Visakhapatnam, proposes to register reputed transport/shipping companies, who
own their own trucks /ships and maintain proper record besides fulfilling statutory
obligations like GST etc. and registered with Central/State Government for
providing transport to service personnel for shifting house hold baggage/personal
vehicles on their transfer from Visakhapatnam to all over India including Port Blair,

2. Interested transport/shipping companies may submit their application to "The Flag
Officer Commanding-in-Chief (for Base Logistics Officer), Headquarters, Eastern
Naval Command, Naval Base, Visakhapatnam-530014 by 1600 hrs, 03 Nov 23 e
alongwith the listed documents as per Apendix 'A' clearly marked on top of the
envelope "Bid for Empanelment of Transport for transporting house hold items/pvt/
vehicles of Naval personnel". The application form alongwith list of documents
required will be forwarded to the firms upon receipt of firm name, registration
number, address and phone number on the email id- blogo.blov@navy.gov.in or

CORP/AUTH NOTICE TENDER CLOSlNG DATE (APPROX )IN BOARD CORP/AUTH TACT DETAlLS/EMAlL-
(TIME) RUPEES
COMPANIES FOR MUNICIPAL DOUBLE ENTRY 18.10.2023 AS PER hitps:/etend | secretary.mc.meham
SYSTEM OF 27.10.2023 P o @gmail.com
COMMITTEE |  ACCOUNTING IN o DNIT y-nie- '
MEHAM MUNICIPAL COM-
MITTEE MEHAM

Command, 22210

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
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collected from Base Logistics Office, Naval Dockyard, Visakhapatnam.
3. For further details the Base Logistics Officer/ Asst. Base Logistics Officer (V) of
this Headquarters may be contacted between 1500 Hrs to 1630 Hrs on all working

Base Logistics Officer
for Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief
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OFFICE OF

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
6th Circle, HPPWD, Kullu-175101
Ph. 01902-222530, Fax:01902-222299, E-mail:hp-kul@nic.in

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJNA (PMGSY)
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
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authorities in HPPWD, within a period of one month.

The Superintending Engineer, 6™ Circle HP.PWD Kullu on behalf of the Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites
the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system, for construction of road under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojna for the following work including maintenance for five years from the eligible and approved contractors 6.
registered with HPPWD/CPWD/P&T/Railways/ other State Govt. / Central Govt. agencies. Non registered
bidders may submit bids. However, the successful bidder has to register in appropriate class with appropriate

| PR 309833 (Rural Work Department) 23-24 (D)
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The site for the work is available.

deadline date for bid submission.
10.

11.

3489/HP

of ITB with the Superintending Engineer, 6™ Circle, HP.PWD Kullu, on a date not later than three 1.
working days after the opening of technical qualification part of the Bid, either by registered post or by

Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-tendering: on 04-11-2023 upto 05:00 PM

7. Only online submission of bids is permitted, therefore: bids must be submitted online on website
www.pmgsytender.gov.in. The technical qualification part of the bids will be opened online at
AM on 06-11-2023 by the authorized officers. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of
the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day at the same time.

8. The bidder is not required to quote his rate for routine maintenance. The rates to be paid for routine
maintenance are indicated in the Bill of Quantities. Further, the performance of maintenance activities.

9. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than ninety days after the 3.

Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays 4.
due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any
bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the
bidders responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender. S.
“Contractors, who are having two or more pending works above one crore cost, where the
stipulated period of the work is already over and pendency is due to the fault of the contractor as
per the report of PIU, their bids will not be technically evaluated.”

12. The department has right to extend or cancel the bids without assigning any reasons thereof.

Superintending Engineer,
6™ Circle, HPPWD, Kullu

in the Bidding Documents.
11:30 2.

the bid document.

Sd/-

District | Package Estimated Cost (in lacs) Total cost Period of
No- Name of Wori (Rs. Lacs) | Completion GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
Construction Maintenance
@ @ @) @ ®) © @ OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, WATER RESOURCES|
Kullu HP-06-151 |U radation of Chhaki to 568.66 Lacs 57.67 Lacs 626.33 Lacs 18 Months
Hallan road Km 0/0 to 9/595 DEPARTMENT GUWAHATI, ASSAM
(SH Construction of
Retaining wall Breast wall No. CE/CC/WR/NIT/2019-20/1003/200
Metalling and Tarring
INVITATION FOR BIDS
PCC V-Shape drain Metal
Beam Missing CD _and Loan No. and Title: L4352-IND: Climate Resilient Brahmaputra Integrated Flood and|
parapets under PMGSY-III
(Batch-1) 2022-23 Riverbank Erosion Risk Management Project in Assam
1. Date of release of inviting for bids through e-procurement: at 10:00 AM on 26-10-2023 SI. No. IFB No. Contract No. and Title Lot No. Bid Security
2. Cost of bid form:- Rs. 5000/- per package (non-refundable) only in form of Demand Draft. 1. |WRD/ADB/ G-01: Supply of Geo-bags Type- Cand Lot 1 | INR 6.10 million (61 lacs)
3. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission:- The bid document is available online and bid OCB- Goods/05 | Sewing Thread for Dibrugarh and Tot2 | INR 5.60 million (56 lacs)
should be submitted online on website www.pmgsytender.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register Tinsukia Subproiect at Dibruearh an i
in the web site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have valid Digital . R p ] g Lot 3 INR 4.80 mullion (48 lacs)
Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “ Aspiring bidders who Tinsukia Districts, Assam, India Lot 4 | INR 4.10 million (41 Tacs)
have not obtained the user ID and passward for participating in e-tendering in PMGSY may obtain the Lots INR 7.30 million (73 Tacs) {
same from the website: www.pmgsytender.gov.in. 6 4'30 i A3
Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidding already possessing the valid Lot INR 4.30 million (43 Tacs)
digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender. 2. | WRD/ADB/ G-02(A): Supply of Geo-bags Type-C
4. Submission of Original Documents:- The bidders are required to submit (a) original Demand Draft OCB- Goods/06 |and Sewing Thread for Palashbari and _ INR 0.80 million (8 lacs)
towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security in approved form and (c) original affidavit Gumi Subproject
regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4B(a) (ii)

The Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, Government of Assam, India (“the Purchaser”
invites sealed bids from eligible suppliers for the 2 Packages with multiple Lots named above. Open
competitive bidding (international advertisement) will be conducted in accordance with ADB's Single-
Stage Two Envelope Bidding procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible countries as described

Detailed Notice of Invitation for Bids (IFB) and the Bid document for above packages would be
available at e-procurement portal www.assamtenders.gov.in starting from 26 October 2023. Deadling
for bid submission is upto 16:00 hours on 18 November, 2023. All required information is provided in

Online & Offline Pre-bid Meeting will be held at 14:00 hours on 03 November 2023. All thg
prospective suppliers are advised to participate in the Pre-bid meeting.

Any addendum, clarification to the bidder’s queries and corrigendum etc. will be published on the tender
web site www.assamtenders.gov.in and shall not be published in Newspapers.

Bidders may contact Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, 5th Floor, Assam Water Centre,
Kundil Nagar, Basistha, Guwahati 781 029, Assam, India (e-mail: adbwrd1@gmail.com).

JANASANYOG/C/11367/23/26-OCT-23

Sd/-
Chief Engineer,
Water Resources Department,
AWC, Basistha, Guwahati 781029|

ﬂpﬂper..neiss.cnm
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etender.up.nic.in R ffere gﬁlﬁ The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/P.S., Delhi Division, Northem Railway. New Delhi invites e-lender for 12 Milk Stalls of A1, A frfarer AT GET— 06 /202324 ,-"‘d:'mTﬁl] atto
ﬁ:ﬂ%ﬁ Eﬁ 12.00 a@[ dch 311'1:]‘[%]?—[ Ehsf T:[R-ﬁ & B Category Stations at Hazrat Mizamuddin (MZM). Delhi Sarai Rohilla (DEE), Delhi Shahdara (DSA), Panipat (PMNP), Kamal Wh'l .t : .t k . t
% I g_ﬁﬁm o w1 {4 9 eIl (KUN}, Gurgaon (GGN) & Kurukshetra (KEDE) Railway Station over Dethl Division, Borthern Raitway for a period of 5 years, i T T T g Eﬁ:-_m TR FT FaTEE. HER, 7e T | S Care IS a en p”or O

. > . dedails of which are as under: _ : ; ' % o

feaft & &-Ffrar st e feerm 3 e g | i [ 6D @ 10 [Cost of Temgar form| |2 1o 7 WG g e (), e e @ew g L) gocptance of - advertising
ST 1. 37e9 el fAfaer g - 8| code B Staion | TOer T years of| (C38rVe Price|  of Total |inclusive GST @18% Rs. v e G R R Er R R R R e, " b| :

. M Mo. par annum Contract | 2500/ (Tender Cost) + ART—G12, Aawm HAT, 27 | fv
23/2023-24: ﬁgﬁ W 'COW@, %ng a; category contract {in Rs) Value {In RE:I 450/1{GST){InRs.) 5 : Eﬁ‘ mﬁ QE[ - %_‘H a-‘.:'[ : T,_l’.'[ m i Copy, |t |S nOt pOSS| eto Verl
F=fd 132 k.l IUhs, SEAT W 33 1 [Hazrat Nizamuddin| Milk Booth | PF 1 (Near TTE Rest 5 P — — P DA t tent Th | d
.l 9 A Yoo/ IRAdT HH Wl HA | (NZM) A1 01-2023 House) Delni End Years | T i - EE - [H=18.12.2023 Emm-uu o | IS CONIents. € Indian

. — : 4. Tfagy & T A i— faiE—16.11.2023 F7 16:00 T | C
‘q’ﬁg'{ fdt =0 1.500/- ﬁ'[%m'[ EEERIGED 2 |Dethi Sarai Rohilla | Milk Booth FF 45 (Batwean 3
%0 590/~ (a Wiew) g F A (DEE)A | 022029 | ShedPilarNotand | Years | 1051 [ ORS00 G e o i Express (P) Limited cannot be
: Elec. Light Pola No. 4/23) 5. e wwfthe v &1 v — qfera afers (), Rer, geen Rew g o, -
09.11.2023 1 2. ffereT Heam &-24/2023- 3| Delhi Shahdara | Milk Booth | PF 213 (NearOHEPole | 5 | oo | or soor S R g N T held reSp0n3|b|e for such
fgrgaqﬁqm U 3Tt {OSA)A 03-2023 Mo, B2) Years i ; et B ol
o = o Flgs e 132 &1 Dalnl Sheheara: | Mk Back | FE 4 {NesrCIHE Fole 5 1,81 624/ g4, 500 FGEON- el T contents, nor for any |OSS or
hodlo IUehws:, TGHHIEN T TAMYT 40 (DEA)A 04-2023 MNo. 6/3) Years et ' g i i — Wo—50.00000/—(HUd  wury  @rg) oW oS !
THodloTo URadF i TAfhe Sga 1 5| Delhi Shahdara | Milk Booth | PF 4 (Near OHE Pole 3 ] =R | q ' d It of
i1 w2 P Eoon | | e | i | oty | oo | o D s || demageincuredasaresutto
| %0 4,500/~ ERE| 7. WE HAM -~ faeig Hel 19 ergs 9= & -9, Accessories, . . .
_ 5 Panipat Milk Booth [PF 1 (30 MIr from Trai 5 : - .
T 0 90— (T W) g A | s o | v | ety [ sasoon | o A e, 12 e oo 72 e vl frangacions with companies
femie 21.11.2023 1 E-Fifaay & gorm o RMS Building| W T 8g e e e L e
o R Pofft o @At s q| (7] G o | | e | eurs | Mete2v | oasoe | 2es suer i DEMD, DSMD, HHMD, bragon| [ associations or individuals
el S ud W fidE () i) pemeden : 18 Light, Commanda Light, Charger &% & sl 7 Ch
=% By 99 ~ §|  Gurgaon Milk Booth | PF 2 (Near OHE Pole 5 181621~ | 94500 J950/- TN ¥ ATaTTE me—get | 39 s gmr fe advemsmg In It NEWSPapers
dQl{dN deodlgd WX (GGN)A 8-2023 Mo, 31102} Yaars AR T 2T WTHEAE FEE T T § aaa ﬁﬁﬁ'{ ’Eﬁf
kil T m |n‘s‘—i /1%[” ISt 1 for i FR ? ?G“Eﬁfﬂ M&;ES&:“ FF 2 (DL ond) H,:;ﬁ 1816214 | 94,5000 2950/ T ] e g anfies (), R ! e or Publications. We therefore
A SRATFR/ ST I T SfHR = — o Bt | Sirctiaing Meaaiiies g T FTAY, TEEN 92w 999, Siafteste TR, T
gmgm ‘{%Tﬂ - I ITCELIER e r f
E:r . Eg WW i I m H}égl'ﬁl:lﬂ 10-2023 SEIE.I".TM_I vagra | 181821- 94,3000 23504 HI:---D,."IE-D..'-EI-, 4% AT, ge-23 9 fafdeEr 'uFI“ﬁT-r recommend that readerS
e STeT, STeelle, 311 RRICEIRC) T Gurgaon | Wik Bootn [PF T Batween W Cone 5 | v 3 ezv | oroom — e 3 Afem i @ U e o ow e o a k C
I-faferer uga F & i q% far (GGN) A 112023 |8REPohNo. 30/940) Vi | BNA21E Sl : fora 1 Wi e o @ & | W ol ame Make Necessary INQuIres
afe &  wErw H O FHUA 12|  Kurukshetra | Milk Booth | PF 2/3 {Near Water 5 : _ : & iy ad 202324 & fo0 2% U9 ®H o1 i : -
etender.upnicin T ST ST FE [KKDE) B 12-2023 Hut) veurs | TURA0N- | ST.500N F fFaT WU U SE—wE £ WA W e before Sendlng any monies or
-up-nic. Important Note: 1. Interested bidders may please visit official website for e-tendering |e, www.ireps.gov.in for further details BT, a7 B A B 34'1“”3’*" oY ot 3“‘1””&“ nA |
el /— a’éﬁ&:l'UT 3:"5:':"'_(" W qIET such as detall of locations, reserve price, EMD & Tender Cost and submitting tender, Date of bidding close on 16.11.2023 at wH o I R @ | enterlng IntO any agreements
HSA 3‘.‘9‘.‘“1?;1‘.35[.%{., 400 Rl 15.00 Hrs. iferested bidder for any query; please come and attend pre-bid meeting at Commarcial Branch, DRM's Offica, ; ; ; \ \ \
m’ ‘JTG"\', T T-ﬁ'QTs"TI ('ﬁﬁ'éng'a State Entry Road, New Delhl -110055 on 06.11,2023 at 15.00 Hrs, 2. Bidders who wish to participate in the e-tendering wil 59 fasmm e @1 fier '!Jﬁﬂ frm & daamge police.bihar.gov.in T e e R W|th advemsers or OtherW|Se
. - “ ’ have to procure class-3 valid Digital Security Cedificate (DSC) as per Information Technology Act, 2000, Bidders can procurs m a7 wrET state.bihar.gov.in/ordbihar @ e B T & \ \ \
) 07299?’59731 ) . 0 %ﬁ ﬁ this cartificate from any of the certifying authority of Controller of Cerifying Authorities (CCA), Government of India. Details of . fp ? - aC‘tlng On an advemsement |n
& e | qATeh: - 1666 cerlifying aulhorilies can be oblained from www.cca.gov.in. 3. The bidder has (o register, if nol registered earlier, wilh PR. No. 010826 (Police) 2023-24 Eﬁi q & {ﬁﬂg]r
i%[_m,q_/ﬁ,q'[,/T_23 & 24/2023-24 whwireps.govin using DSC to participate in tender process, Detalled procedure for registration, system requirements and , qerl any manner Whatsoever
ﬁ-qfa;. - bidding are also available onwww.ireps.gov.in. . T, b . '
:— 20.10.2023 : 2 Tl = U IE 2 qﬁq‘r\r
E VL O i Bih Total 2 3.995 292.770 38720 | 331.4%0 | 6630
' L’."L_; . I a' NS LR BRAD A1 Rajwara hanuman mandir kalwara 3.000 208,730 29250 238.030
_ fbBppRp |l ReReare enimman maneh | bl RN o i | e = -
H . 637-Samastipur Al Propnsed oL l:rallmng =ri ram sharma house 1.510 113.180 14.200 127.980 2 SHimpyr
ural Works Department school to bhola sahni tol
Total 2 4.510 321.960 44.050 | 366.010 | 7.320
Notice Il'l-'lﬂtlng Tender [ND.-RWHIMMGS\':NDB” Hgf ET[! 5‘9! 11]23-24! 2 PWD to bach gaw durga dih sarsauna ward no e ST S T
The Government of Bihar has a loan no. [18IND1] from New Development Bank {(NDB) towards the cost of Rural Roads Project == hasf:uan ;Md = IE:'_I T
g ¥ 2 i § ; y ajitpur Sarsauna middle school di
(Mukhya Mantri Gram Sampark Yojana) to cover eligible payments under the contracts for construction & maintenance of works as detailed in A PMGSY path G 0.545 43.410 4.630 50.040
the Table-1 below. Bidding is open to all bidders from eligible source countries as defined in the bidding document. M- 2 '
awCldelingls ep E AR E _ 17 | MMGSY-NDE-BRRP- | ,, | Tajpurto "haklf‘“had AcD Badhai tola 1000 | 79770 9110 | B8.880 | 7473 | Samastipur
Engineer-in-Chief, Rural Works Department, on behalf of Governor of Bihar invites, SBD based Percentage rate tender in G38-Samastipur pat
electronic tendering systemn under Mukhya Mantri Gram Sampark Yojana (MMGSY) for each of the following works including their Ad ::;i":fﬂ::ﬂ:;:dh::;; yadav tola 0.200 21.770 0.830 22.600
maintenance for five years from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with RWD,/RCD/CPWD/MES /Railways/Other State/Central 5 | W hdait ek vard Ao T &0 45450 4630 TEET
Govt. departments . A6 | HajmachaukWardNo.08 | Durgsasthantakiya | 0700 | 60980 | 6170 | 67.130 ]
Table-1 Total & 3.895 344.500 29130 | 373.630 | 7.473
— Description of the Works [CONSTRUCTION AND ] T :ﬂ“;;:j:lg-n T e rRm— e Al HAR:HEH::IT NAHAR SUKUHIN BUS STAND | 3.060 303,090 26,697 | 329.787
s Package BUMNTEMANCE OF ROARTS JAY £ BRIDSES (] Langth Amaount Amount | Amount Money | Payable to Al e L:'hSE r: 2 o Tenduni Mare 1.170 118612 7.399 126011
[N P To (M) | Gnises) | (inLacs) | Onlacs) |Po¥oDle™| Works MMGSY-NDB-BRRP- e
(inLacs) |  Division 15 £50-Sasaram-1 g | | Canalrasc Miartigols Bhai shikala 0.650 63577 5307 cigay | 13327 | Aasapamd
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 # 9 10 e
, | Mmesy-NDe-BRRP- | Al Kuldeep yadav house Shankar Yadav House | 1.330 140,680 9.180 | 149.850 P, s Ad Kall h"_'a"d" Kurwg 1620 151712 13132 | 166.854
642-Motihari A2 Mushahwa Gram Mushwa Mai Sthan 3,600 423341 37.867 | 461208 : A5 Baijala Hekera 0.730 63.390 6.431 63.821
Total 2 2.930 564,021 a7.047 | 61068 | 12.221 Total 5 7.230 700.381 60.986 | 761.367 | 15.227
Mahadalit Bast Al CMDG road pihuli biswaniya yadav tala 5.150 414480 48.460 | 462.940
Al HH2E (Gumati) winnidl Disuinsinncill Wiiotoniunii ] | Mominiini 1o | MMGSY-NDB-BRRP- | A2 MR/3054 NANDPALI Bhadhya 2510 | 262420 | 25010 | 287430 | oo | oo o
, | MMGSY-NDB-BRRP- | A2 Manshingha Idhga Buchha Masjid 1.550 173.418 15045 | 18464 | | Lo 660-Swan-2 A3 Repura near house of Thepahan purwanchal | ..o 268 360 31780 | 280140
BA-Matihar Near Utkramit Middle ! s ja2gdis shah Haluman mandir
Al Sehaol Kodha Roushanpur Sapaha 2.500 297.569 26.436 324.005 B ] i . o 1030.51
Dbt Total 3 10.310 935.260 95.250 20.610
A4 Channu sah house dwdhiesh jha house 1.120 128.150 7.610 135.780 o
Total 4 6.340 712.280 66.705 | 838.385 | 16.780 Al Magina yadav ke ghar E'ELLQUEF{ﬁt“HrﬂTH 3.110 243 820 30,780 | 274.600
Al Mandu Ram house Indrajit Rai housa 0.450 47 457 20908 | 50405 r
b sk Babar Sugaon Manihari . MM:E‘:';:i EI";JI:JI::;.HF' ¥ - sh:;hgt :' hfandh — HARLIAN BAS 0.705 102,470 5.340 107.810 | o e S
" Tola PRI, | SR | wRE o a8 | R e T Tall buzurg 4750 | 366270 | 46680 | 412950
Fhan
LM School, laxmipur ! A4 Mairwa Daruali Road Sitalpura 1.630 143,340 13.430 155.770
3 M"‘;ifr;:mtﬂfjﬂp' A bhataha ~oiiLRaR:hause i 460 =7 86240 | Jasos | Motihari Total a 10.195 | B854.900 96.230 | 951.130 | 19.023
v ]
o Ad Ramparchay Prasad house Harichandra giri 0.700 76.250 6020 | B2.2T70 Al siwwan siswan SH Rahar Tola 1.230 145,110 £.510 153,620
| A Seehb Aoty Begiva Tola 2.910 314.130 30620 | 344.750 gy | MMGSY-NDE-SRAE- | Al shvan showan SH Karnal veld 134 133210 11590, | 14700 | pguy Siwan-2
Betiah Foad W.5 BE2-5iwan-2 [Purbi Harihaws mariana yadav ke ghar
Bela nahar dewdattawa i anchayat)RED road hote 0-77¢ 60600 5218 67-486
AB Hiralal Yadav 0.810 95630 7.680 107.310 : AN Ll - L ! . . .
road _ Total 3 5.240 339,128 26.938 366066 7.321
Total 6 6.150 676.414 58,502 | 734.916 | 14.698 : - - :
T P | Al Ra mjtu]a ma[;::lhuxseuéal:d na-4 | Kariya Tcll_: 'I.'la huzlim 0.914 104,300 £.199 112,499
Al BT middle school kavaha | 1700 | 178.390 17.430 | 195820 |- :Ed'!:u E';" E__E; - ola :
Rar I¥& War Ma.B an y
MMGSY-NDB-BRRP- F AZ _ Garkan Ansari ke Ghar | 0.720 79.948 8.232 58.180
4 645-Motihari A2 Gafur miya house pa"‘ﬁ?;ﬂ':m" 1.140 117.320 10760 | 1280sg | 10537 | Motihar T Chandri Yadav ke ghar
s 2 x Karhiya Ward no. 11 kumbkum
A3 | Edheya Ram Das Math Bankatwa Gidha Road | 1840 | 183.440 19,480 | 202.930 = E63-Supaul g M o e e Ratell Seema Lits: | REARS 9534 | 120406 | 11219 Alpai
Total 3 | 4680 | 479.150 47.680 | 526.830 | 10.537 |
- BABHANTOLI ' sizlfh::t?:ﬂ:ﬁﬁ:rw oSl Mprise i Glide
A1 | N 284 KAMHAIYA HOTEL RAILWAY GLMAT] 2350 | 216730 18780 | 235510 MY Bandhiiid Nasir e | Banan '“”T"' Ir"“hada}"" ol I Abdi: | el
g, | MBS ARG ERRE: itk 12.725 Motiharl ghan) =
BA6-Motihari i | “Vinvserool maniiwa: | EARGAWARAAUAN | ;. SRR ] Total 4 4.508 529,302 46.656 | 575958 | 11.519
i Al | TO1kulhariya PMGSYroad | mahtotola. ward3 | 1908 | 257.820 | 13433 | 277.273
A3 | Harindra Prasad house Kailash bhagat house | 1.120 113.530 9.680 123.410 MMGSY-NDB-BRRP- | . | Parsauni Ward no OF Kapil o i o o
ol 3 "~ 5.840 Sa0810 5330 | e3em0. | 12725 23 cisucaul A2 b i Madhubani Sima 0.712 105.028 £.799 111.827 | 11.165 Supaul
i SHYAMBABL SINGH Ehrniniiiae || s 43,568 5 047 A8 616 A3 Belhi to Belga Road NirmaliMarauRoad | 1317 | 155.000 14165 | 169.165
HOUSE Total 3 | 3937 | 517.848 40.423 | 558.271 | 11.165 |
A2 Maranyan Singh ke mandir Chota MH-28 1.170 117.240 11.540 128.780 ; - | |
g | MM T M Aeman Fila W5 | MehacalvBasatae 1. — T 11 cesa | motihar Al | Freonuay '“":m“"“ MaNEE ] pisanpurbt road 0.543 | 59.158 3422 | 62.580 |
B47-Motihari A3 P g 1400 | 161270 13.650 | 174.920 MMGSY-NDE-BRRP- w3
A a W. 24 supaul [Pipra Road near haribalabh Yadav ke 8,774 supaul
_ Bishundey Sahni ke I 665-5upaul a2 et foicsa) 1.266 194.090 10,440 | 204.530
A4 | Prabhu ray laxmipur W.9 4 1.050 122910 9240 132.150 i G i ghar
ghar H H IE Maheshpur taleshwar mandir tak 1.4861 155 B0OF 15807 171614 |
Tatal 2 I il itk 39.477 | 484466 | 9.689 | Total 3 3.270 | 409.055 20669 | 438.724 | B.774 |
Al Balua Tikuliya Road Chaotelal yadav house 0.950 101.090 72.720 108.810 e MMGSY-NDB-BRRP- % Fullesha Ward na-22 Emli Jadiya seema ward no- st S Sy s 585 | e
a7 Bachan Pa:wan Houss I:In:-han Ealna miath 1.020 96.770 8.720 105490 666-Trivenigan Gacchi Mare 13 BT Road . . . : ) IvEnigan
7 | MMGSY-NDE-BRRP- Bankabve arizan YN zemrs _ 10569 | Motihari Total 1 | 2111 | 247497 | 22086 | 269583 | 5392 |
B48-Motihari A3 | Shivpujan yadav House Pax godam 1.950 206.000 14,800 | 220.800 Dih tola Chhaprar
i i | Al Manora Tin Bativa 1.49%0 123,500 12 870 136.370
| B ““K;':::z E’;“””’”’ Mustak Al ke ghar | 0.840 84,610 8720 | 93330 RWD Road tak
' rARAGEY-NDE-BRRP- Mear Primary school
Tatal 4 A.760 48E.470 35,950 528.430 10.569 26 667-Darbhanga-1 A2 Btk Fekla 1.885 195.550 15500 215.450 10,201 | Darbhanga-1
Kolhua Hari 5ah Road me :
Al Wat Tal D600 Ef.2%3 5 144 B1.377 Sati Asthan [Ashmasan MNehalpur Panchayat
MMGSY-NOE-BRRP- nakubi house chowk | i : e A3 i) ! 1.700 | 142 630 15560 | 158.250
| MR, | Khan Vila Mazter VBhnath M | 400 | azse0 | 1826 | asass | ™ | west Total 3 5.055 | 461740 | 48330 | 510070 | 10.201 |
vemsl ke ghar Jogiara {Dhobi tol) Paswan |
A3 NH 77 Raj Traders koluhuya ka sahnitola | 1.078 111.410 4920 116.330 RpEr Ay Al ol Naya tel Basatpur | 24600 | 246.400 22980 | 269.380

Total 2 __ 2078 | 210303 | 11830 | 222193 | 4.444 27 | Ges-Darbhanga-1 | A2 | Teliyapokhar Tinkonma GanaullChowk | 2090 | 204060 | 18810 | 22287 | 17-072 | Darbhanga-l

4 MMGSY-NDE-BREP- Al Done Canal Bajara Ghota Tola 1.200 167.140 11.300 178.4440 T T . a3 Old NH-57 Mosimpur Dhai Ghat | 3200 | 328,730 33.080 361 360 _
B50-Markatiyaganj | az | MAHES Hi'ﬁ' if_l{i';ESH e mmHA”T'“‘;[L’IH‘“” GAR | son 145.120 17690 | 162.810 : Rriatiewan] Total 3 7.750 | 778.740 74.870 | 853610 | 17.072 |
Tatal 2 2800 | 312.260 | 28.990 | 341.250 | 6.825 28 ’“'Mgé’iiiﬁ;ﬁfﬁp' AL ““é";j’:::;:’:; &2?153“" Mahiya UttarwariTola | 2.370 | 414330 | 17570 | 431.900 | 8638 | Benipur
o | mwosY-n8 aaRe- Al .F'ar-sa unilﬁlwﬂﬁ | Kanu Tula. | | 0.920 101.650 B.840 110.490 e e g s . 2370 | 414330 17570 | 431900 | 8638 |
651-Pakridayal A2 Hﬂ";‘j:":;:i"c:r;'r‘i;ézh" ””“ﬁ'ﬂ;ﬂ:’:’ Via 2,400 267.050 25230 | 202880 | O e s Grand Total 81 128.574 | 13166.897 | 1200.411 | 14376.308 | 284.775 |
2 3.320 368.700 34.670 | 403.370 | B.067 Table-2
hARAGSY-MDB-BRRAP- . : Sizahmi Babu Tola via ;
8 e | M Sisahini Bazar D 1450 | 157289 | 13782 | 171071 | 3.421 | Pakridayal Downloading of Bidding Documents From 13.11.2023 (0900 Hours) to 04.12,2023 (1500 Hours)
Total ; 2 : ; 4 s 5 i
o - : - Ll SR i titnr ol Online Bid Submission last Date on 04.12.2023 up to 1500 Hours
MMGSY-NDB-BRRP- Pakridayal Jhikhan Tikha Kurnd kanha chaur
12 653-Pakridayal Al road Devilal B.ru:lge - [Barka Gaon PWD 3.970 445,280 A0, 260 485.540 0,711 Pakridayal Offline Bid Submission last Date on 04.12.2023up to 1500 Hours
Marulah Haraj Road road)
Total ) | 1 ! | 3970 | 445280 | 403260 | 485.540 | AT11 Online Bid Opening Date an 04.12.2023 at 1530 Hours
Al Bhitgarwa Math Bhitgarwa Got 0820 73.790 9.430 83.220 . . _
13 | MMGSY-NDB-BRRP- Yratauns Tola Ward 4.361 pakridayal Cost of Bid Rs. 10000.00 per package (non-refundable) only in form of Demand Draft in favour of
B54-Pakridayal A2 Betauna Mai Sthan P 1.380 119.880 14930 | 134.810 ' concerned Executive Engineer.
Total 4 2.210 133.670 24360 | 218.030 | 4.361 | Place, date and time of Pre-Bid Meating Concerned office of Superintending Engineer on 22.11.2023from 1100 Hours
14 | MMOSYNDB-BRAP- | | Devapur Durga Mandir kharpakarvia 3.000 375,750 29850 | 355600 | 7.112 | Pakridayal . ) _ _ _ _ )
633-Pakridayal Lahsania 1.For any queries regarding e-tendering process kindly contact -MMGSY Cell, 6th floor, Vishveshwaraiya Bhawan, Bailey Road, Patna-15.
Total ) i 1 ° e | 3000 | 3550 | S39450 | 355600 | 4361 Phone -8986915224 or email at mmgsyrwd@gmail.com
ali astham 5e via nouse o y r = 3

_NDB-BRRP- | Al H f abhay jh 1.425 121.020 14.340 | 135.360

15 M;ﬁ;i; :Daftiiifp et sk ouse of abhay jha e630 | samastipur For further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar Engineer-in-Chief
LY Maotor training school bhela sahni tola 2.570 171.750 24,380 | 196.130 PR- 010748 (R W D ) 2023-24 Rural Works Department
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THE BUREAU of Indian
Standards (BIS) approved an
indigenously developed AC
and DC combined charging
connector standard for light
electricvehicles (LEVs)suchas
scooters, bikes, and rickshaws
last week. Electric vehicle (EV)
charging connector standards
are conceptually similar to
charging connector standards
for mobile phoneslike the USB
Type-C charger and the light-
ning charger.

The new stan-
dard, ISI7017 (Part 2
Sec7):2023,hasbeen
developed through
collaboration be-
tween NITI Aayog, the
Department of

EXPLAINED

New made-in-India
charging standards:
How this could
push EV adoption

For instance, Ola’s propri-
etary Hyperchargers are de-
signed for charging Ola Electric
scooters only. Ather Energy’s
open source charging standard
isused by its own scootersand
by Hero Vida V1 e-scooters, as
Hero MotoCorp owns a major
stake in Ather. Ultraviolette’s e-
scooters are only compatible
with charging connectors us-
ing IEC 62196-6, an interna-
tional charging standard.

Unlike with phones, how-
ever, too many charging stan-
dards for EVs makes it difficult
for public charging stations to
catertoeachandeveryEV, thus

adding to range anx-
- iety. While EV own-
ers can carry adap-
tors to address any
mismatch between
® | charging standards,
such a solution ad-

Science and
Technology, two-wheeler
maker Ather Energy, and vari-
ous other government and in-
dustry stakeholders. This
charging standard is the firstin
the world that combinesalter-
nating current (AC) and direct
current (DC) for LEVs.
Combined ACand DCcharging
standards for electric four-
wheelers are already used
across the world, like the
Combined Charging System
(CCS) standard that is widely
used in Europe and in most
electric four-wheelersinIndia.
Acombined charging standard
is attractive because of its in-
teroperability, which means
that it can be used by different
kinds of EV models and charg-
ing infrastructure providers.

Need for a National
Standard

InIndia, EV makers are not
mandated to follow a specific
standard for EV charging con-
nectors. Currently, electric two-
wheeler makersincluding Ola
Electric, Ather Energy, and
Ultraviolette Automotive, all
use different charging stan-
dards for their EVs, much like
how Apple phones use alight-
ning port and Android phones
use a USB Type-C port.

versely impacts the
convenience of owning an EV.
Even though the latest ap-
proved standard fixes the
problem of different standards
for AC and DC charging for
LEVs by creating a combined
standard, it does not mandate
EV makers to use a uniform
standard that can help address
range anxiety and promote
faster adoption of EVs.

Global Charging Connector
Standards

China uses a national stan-
dard for EV charging connec-
tors called GB/T that, along
with one of the densest net-
works of charging stations in
the world, has allowed it to
productively address concerns
around range anxiety and be-
come the world’s largest mar-
ket for EVs. While the US does
not have a national standard,
EV makers are collaborating
with each other to push for
some degree of standardisa-
tion. For instance, Ford and
General Motors (GM) are
adopting the North American
Charging Standard (NACS) de-
veloped by Tesla so that their
EVs canaccess Tesla’s network
of fast chargers across North
America. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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Reliance Jio
partnerswith
Plume

Mumbai: Reliance Jio
Infocomm Ltd on Wednesday
partnered with Plume, a net-
work services and consumer
experience platform, to pro-
vide smart home and small
business services to its sub-
scribers across the country.
With this, Jio will deploy
HomePass and WorkPass
consumer services enabled by
Plume’s Al-powered and
cloud-based platform, includ-
ing whole-home adaptive
WiFH, connected device and
application performance opti-
mization, cyberthreat protec-
tion for connected devices,
advanced parental controls
and WiFi motion sensing, This
partnership will deliver serv-
ices through Plume’s scalable
cloud platform to approxi-
mately 200 million premises
in the country, Jio said in are-
lease.ENS

Honorary Life
Member Award
for Ramesh

Narayan

New Delhi: Advertising
doyen Ramesh Narayan on
Wednesday was presented
with the AFAA Honorary Life
Member Award at the
AdAsia Congress in Seoul,
South Korea. The award was
presented at the inaugural
session of the AdAsia by
Srinivasan Swamy
Chairman, AFAA. ENS
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SEBI bans
‘Baap of
Chart’ from
securities mkt

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 25

SECURITIES AND Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) on
Wednesday barred Mohammad
Nasiruddin Ansari from the secu-
rities market and ordered him to
pay Rs 17.2 crore gained unlaw-
fully from carrying out invest-
ment advisory activities which
were both unregistered and
fraudulent.

Ansari runs a profile on social
media platform X (formerly
Twitter) by the name of ‘Baap of
Chart’, where he used to offer
buy/sell recommendationsin the
stock market in the garb of pro-
viding educational training re-
lated to the securities market.

“Noticees shall cease and de-
sist from acting as or holding
themselves out to be investment
advisors, whether using ‘Baap of
Chart’ or otherwise. They shall
cease to solicit or undertake such
activity or any other unregistered
or fraudulent activity in the secu-
rities market, directly or indi-
rectly, in any manner whatso-
ever,” the SEBI order said.

The regulator said that it ob-
served that Ansari promoted
himself as a stock market expert
on various social media plat-
forms and lured investors to en-
roll in various ‘educational
courses’ offered by him.

He induced them to investin
the securities market by promis-
ing them the prospect of making
profits with near certainty if the
recommendation or advice was
followed.
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INDICATIONS THAT PRIVATE INVESTMENT YET TO PICK UP

Credit growth toindustry

slows as new projects dip

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 25

CREDIT EXPANSION to the indus-
try is slowing down if the latest
data from the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) is any indication.
While the growth in total non-
food credit declined marginally
to 15 per cent as of August 2023
from 16 per cent a year ago, credit
outstanding growth to the indus-
try declined steeply to 6.1 per cent
to Rs 33.89 lakh crore as against
114 per cent a year ago.

While growth in credit out-
standing to the large industry fell
to 5.4 per cent (Rs 25.30 lakh
crore)as of August 2023 from 6.3
per cent a year ago, the medium
sector showed a steep decline in
growth to 9.8 per cent (Rs 2.55
lakh crore) from 36.6 per cent last
year and micro and small indus-
try credit growth was down to
10.7 per cent from 27.7 percent,
RBI data shows. This decline in
credit growth has come amid a
fallin new projectsin the last two
quarters.

The sluggish credit growth to
the industry indicates that private
investments are yet to pick up.
“Though India’s private capex cy-
cle has shown early signs of a re-
vival, the outlook over the

Axis Bank Q2
net profit

rises 10% to
35,804 cr

New Delhi: Private sector lender
Axis Bank on Wednesday re-
ported a 10 per cent increase in
the September 2023 quarter net
profit to Rs 5,864 crore on
higher interest income.

The lender had reported a
net profit of Rs 5,330 crore in
the year-ago period.

The bank’s net interest in-
come (NII) grew 19 per cent
year-on-year toRs 12,315 crore.

Its provisioning rose to Rs
815 crore during the second
quarter of the current fiscal
from Rs 550 crore in the year-
ago period.

Axis Bank’s total income
rose to Rs 31,660 crore during
the quarter under review, from
Rs 24,094 crore last year. PTI

—~

Micro and small industry credit growth was down to 10.7

per cent from 27.7 per cent. File

medium term looks positive.
With capacity utilisation rising
above 75 per cent coupled witha
deleveraged balance sheet, we
could expect the private invest-
ment cycle to accelerate. First
quarter data shows improving
profitability driven by the easing
of input prices. The improverment
in corporates’ profitability will aid
private capex cycle revival,” said
a Care Rating report.

While the private sector has
outpaced the government in
terms of announcements of new
projectsin the first half of FY24, it
has lagged the government sec-
tor in terms of completed projects
and projects under implementa-
tion. CMIE’s data on projects
show a steep slowdown in net

&mm

oard of Indirect

EHMF.'HH c

new projects in the first half of
FY24. The value of new projects
announced fell toRs 1.2 lakh crore
in Q2 of FY24 from Rs 6.6 lakh
crore in Q1 of FY24 andRs 134
lakh crore in Q4 of FY23. It’s im-
portant to note that a substantial
portion of the new investment
projects in Q4 of FY23 and Q1 of
FY24 were driven by Air India’s
and InterGlobe Aviation’s aircraft
purchases, a factor absent in Q2
of FY24, Care Ratings said.
Additionally, the value of
dropped projects rose from Rs 3
lakh crore in the Q4 of FY23 toRs
4.2 lakh crore in Q1 of FY24 and
Rs 4 lakh crore in Q2 of FY24. A
rise in the value of dropped proj-

also pushed net new projects in
the negative territory in the first
half of FY24. Net new projects fell
into negative territory for the first
time since March 2021, the report
said.

Among major industries,
credit growth (year-on-year) to
basic metal & metal products and
textiles accelerated in August
2023 as compared with the corre-
sponding month of the previous
year, while that to chemicals &
chemical products, food process-
ing and infrastructure deceler-
ated. On the other hand, growth
in personal loans was at 18.3 per
cent as of August 2023 as against
19.4 per cent a year ago. If the
merger of HDFC with HDFC Bank
is taken into account, the growth
was at 30.8 per cent. Credit card
outstanding shot up by 30 per
cent to Rs 2.17 lakh crore on a
year-on-year basis as against 26.8
per cent last year. Gold loan out-
standing increased by 22.1 per
cent to Rs 96,265 crore as against
9.2 per cent.

On October 6, while unveiling
the monetary policy, the RBI cau-
tioned banks and non-banking fi-
nance companies (NBFCs) about
the high growth in the personal
loan segments for any signs of

ects along with a slowdown in  stress. FULL REPORTON
announcements of new projects www.indianexpress.com
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SPECIAL CAMPAIGN 3.0

Taxes and Cus to1in
JESTRITION OF NARCOTICS SUBSTANCES AND CIGARETTES

REVENUE SECRETARY, GOVT. OF INDIA,

BIC AND MEMBER COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT, CBIC

Delhi Customs Zone in presence of Revenue Secretary Sanjay Malhotra, Chairman CBIC
Sanjay Agarwal & member Rajiv Talwar as part of Special Campaign 3.0 destroyed 328 kg
narcotics worth Rs 284 crore and foreign origin cigarettes worth Rs 9.85 crore. @cbic_india

Weak sentiments: Sensex tanks 1,350 pts,
Nifty drops 421 pts in two trading sessions

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 25

CONCERNS OVER escalation of
Israel-Hamas war and surge in
yield on 10-year US Treasury con-
tinue to weigh on the domestic
equity market for the second con-
secutive day on Wednesday, with
Sensex falling 1,350 points and
Nifty dropping by 421 points in
the last two trading sessions.

On Wednesday, the BSE
Sensex tanked 522.82 points, or
0.81 per cent to close at 64,049.06.
The NSE Nifty 50 slipped 159.6
points, or 0.83 per cent, to end at
19,122.15. On Monday, while the
BSE Sensex lost 825.74 points, the

The Bombay Stock
Exchange. File

Nifty 50 dropped by 260.9 points.

Markets were closed on October

24 due to Dussehra holiday.
“Investor sentiment is on edge

as tensions in West Asia continue
to drag the market. Despite adrop
inoil prices and an optimistic view
of the progressing Q2 results sea-
son, investors took a cautious ap-
proach due to the expectation that
a higher interest rate scenario
would continue slowing future
growth,” said Vinod Nair,Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

On Monday, the yield on the
10-year US bonds surged to 5.02
per cent, its highest level since July
2007. It, however, eased to 4.859
per cent on Wednesday.

Bank of Baroda’s Chief
Economist Madan Sabnavis in a
note said that presently there are
concerns on the war in Israel, oil

prices going higher, stock markets
being volatile across the world,
dollar getting stronger and Fed
signalling that it is still not done
with rate hikes.

“Concerns around global eco-
nomic slowdown specially in
Europe resurfaced after Eurozone
Composite PMI (flash) worsened
to 46.5 in October 2023 (lowest
since-November 2020) from 47.2
in September 2023. This comes
ahead of the ECB policy meet,
scheduled later this week
wherein it is expected the mem-
bers might not continue with
higher interest rates for a longer
period of time,” BoB’s note said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

RBI asks private banks to have at least
two whole-time directors on boards

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,OCTOBER 25

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
on Wednesday directed private
and wholly-owned subsidiaries of
foreign banks to have at least two
whole time directors (WTDs) on
their boards. This means that
these banks must have atleast one
WTDinaddition to the Managing
Director (MD)and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO).

The regulator said the number
of WTDs will be decided by the
board of the bank by taking into
account factors such as the size of
operations, business complexity,
and other relevant aspects.

Given the growing complex-

ity of the banking sector, it be-
comes imperative to establish an
effective senior management
team in the banks to navigate on-
going and emerging challenges, it
said.

“Establishment of suchateam
may also facilitate succession
planning, especially in the back-
ground of the regulatory stipula-
tions in respect of tenure and up-
per age limit for MD & CEO
positions,” the RBI said in a notifi-
cation.

Itadvised banks that currently
do not meet this minimum re-
quirement to submit their propos-
als for the appointment of WTDs
within four months.

The RBI said that those banks
whichdo not already have theen-

abling provisions regarding ap-
pointment of WTDs in their
Articles of Association may first
seek necessary approvals expedi-
tiously so as to be in a position to
comply with the requirements.

“While ensuring compliance
to the above instructions, careful
consideration shall also be given
to meet the requirements under
other applicable statutory/regu-
latory provisions,” it said.

In April 2021, the RBI had is-
sued norms for the appointment
of directors and constitution of
committees of the boards of pri-
vate banks, including Small
Finance Banks (SFBs) and wholly
owned subsidiaries of foreign
banks. These norms were issued
as part of the effort to strengthen

the corporate governance in
banks. In respect of tenure of
MD&CEO and WTDs, the RBI had
said that these posts cannot be
held by the same incumbent for
more than 15 years. The regulator
also clarified that no person can
continue as MD&CEO or WTD be-
yond the age of 70 yearsin the pri-
vate banks.
“MD&CEO or WTDwhoisalso
a promoter/ major shareholder,
cannot hold these posts for more
than 12 years. However, in ex-
traordinary circumstances, at the
sole discretion of the Reserve Bank
such MD&CEO or WTDs may be
allowed to continue up to 15
years,” the RBI said.
FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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GST notices worth
1 lakh crore issued
to online gaming
companies So far

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

ONLINE GAMING companies
have been issued show cause no-
tices worth Rs 1 lakh crore so far
by the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) authorities for tax evasion
and underpayment of taxes, a
senior government official said
Wednesday. Though the official
refused to put a total number to
the overall notices issued by GST
authorities, he said notices were
issued now as the time period for
issuing notices for financial year
2017-18 was coming to an end.

“Online gaming companies
have been served notices worth
about Rs 1 lakh crore by GST au-
thorities so far...for GST evasion,
there are so many issues for
which show cause notices have
been issued. Cases are being in-
vestigated. It will be very difficult
to attach a figure to the quantum
of evasion,” the official said.

The government has
amended the GST law, making it
mandatory for overseas online
gaming companies to register in
India from October 1. But there is
no data yet of overseas gaming
companies registering in India,
the official said.

In August, the GST Council
clarified that 28 per cent Goods
and Services Tax (GST) would be
levied on the full value of bets
placed on online gaming plat-
forms.

Since then, many gaming
companies have received either
an intimation notice or a show
cause notice for short payment of
GST. Amended legal provisions
and rules for online gaming, horse
racing and casinos came into ef-
fect from October 1, bringing into
effect the 28 per cent GST at face
value at entry level and manda-
tory registration for offshore on-
line gaming companies in India.

The online gaming companies
claim they were paying taxes at
the rate of 18 per cent as the
games played on the platform
were ‘games of skill’.

While gaming company
Dream11 had got a show cause
notice for evasion of Rs 40,000
crore, casino gaming company
Delta Corp received multiple no-
tices from GST authorities to-
talling Rs 23,204 crore for short-
payment of taxes. Delta Corp Ltd
has already got orders from the
Goa Bench of the Bombay High

Smuggled gold
seizures rise
43% in Apr-Sep

New Delhi: Smuggled gold
seizures have increased
nearly 43 per centto 2,000
kilogramme during April-
September, with most of
the yellow metal entering
India through the land
borders of Myanmar,
Nepal and Bangladesh.
Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs Chairman Sanjay
Kumar Agarwal said in
April-September period of
last year, 1,400 kg of gold
was seized, while during
the full fiscal 2022-23,
around 3,800 kg was
seized. “Thereis no change
in duty structure of gold
vis-a-vis last year. But
smuggling may be de-
pendenton the prevailing
prices of gold in interna-
tional and domestic mar-
kets.” Agarwal said. PTI

Court and Sikkim High Court re-
straining tax authorities fromany
further action on multiple GST
demand notices.

A spate of GST notices have
also been issued by authorities
begining from industry-specific
investigations in sectors such as
banking, insurance that later ex-
tended to online gaming and casi-
nos.

Subsequently, GST notices ex-
panded to cover “underpayment”
of tax, “incorrect availment of in-
put tax credit” and “reconcilia-
tions differences” between re-
turns filed and financials. This
especially picked up pace before
the end of limitation period on
September 30 for sending show
cause notices for FY 2017-18,
which was the first year of the
GSTregime.

Notices have also been sent
for subsequent years from FY19
to FY22.The Tax Department has
said that cases have been booked
using “data analysis aided by ad-
vanced technical tools”.

Ina statement on October 18,
DGGlI said it detected GST evasion
of Rs 1.36 lakh crore so far during
FY24 involving voluntary pay-
ment of Rs 14,108 crore.

Cabinet approves
India-Japan chip supply
chain partnership

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

THE UNION Cabinet has ap-
proved a Memorandum of
Cooperation (MoC) between
India and Japan on developing a
semiconductor supply chain
partnership, which will focus on
research and development
(R&D), manufacturing, design,
and talent development for the
industry.

The MoC was initially signed
in July this year between the IT
Ministry and Japan’s Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry.

The MoC intends to
strengthen cooperation between
India and Japan towards en-
hancement of the semiconduc-
tor supply chain, recognising the
importance of semiconductors
for the advancement of indus-
tries and digital technologies, a
statement released by the Union
Cabinet said. India is looking to
establishitself as a reliable pres-
ence in the semiconductor sup-
ply chain, especially at a time
when companies are looking to
diversify from China, which has
been the hub of electronics man-
ufacturing for several decades
now. New Delhi has rolled out a
$10 billion plan to boost local
chip manufacturing. US memory
maker Micron Technology is con-
structing an assembly and pack-
aging plant in Gujarat under the
plan.

Indiais also working with the
United States on chip supply
chains. As Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and US President
Joe Biden held a bilateral meet-

India is looking to establish
itself as a reliable presence
in the semiconductor
supply chain. File

ing last month ahead of the G20
Summit, they reiterated their
stance on building resilient
global semiconductor supply
chains.

US chip company Microchip
Technology had earlier an-
nounced an investment of $300
million for the next few years to
expand its operations in India,
which would include opening a
new research and development
(R&D) facility in Hyderabad.
Advanced Micro Devices (AMD)
will invest up to $400 million in
India over the next five years and
will set up its biggest design fa-
cility in Bengaluru.

Lam Research had an-
nounced a proposal to train
60,000 Indian engineers through
its Semiverse Solution virtual
fabrication platform. And
Applied Materials announced a
proposed investment of $400
million to establish a collabora-
tive engineering centre in India.
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ACROSS DOWN

1 Friend back on the sporting side, 1 One fat round Scottish
arealflier(7) landowner (5)

4Honestman(5) 2The top hotelin the place

7 The first personona perhaps(8)

Scottishisle (4) 3 Measure thatisofhelptoa

8He can have a startling effect sportsman(6)

on public opinion (8) 4 Excellent example of rudimentary
10 Mad artists maybe create instruction (5-5)

emotional scenes(10) 5The pinof arevolver? (4)

12 He caneither phone or come 6 Unusually big task carried out by
round in person (6) servicemen (7)

13 Staff of office? (6) 9 Notes or coins for the

15 Adiplomat oradoctor newsboy? (5,5)

seen to fool another about
nothing(10)

18 Aright pursued by one US state
and another(8)

19 Elderly but managed without
avalet(4)

20 Way inforall

competitors(5)

21 Something a climber may be
raisedon(7)

11 Spendthrift pair involved with
gold(8)

12 Ran wild in captivity causing
dreadfulloss of life (7)

14 Empty one containerinto
another(6)

16Is taken aback by a fair’s
attractions(5)

17 Take-off is a bit of ariskit
seems (4)

Solutions Crossword 5191 Across: 1Silver medal, 9 Ordered, 10 Other, 11 Post, 12
Dividend, 14 Realms, 16 Onsets, 18 Literary, 19 Epic, 22 Tacks, 23 Confine, 24 Tennis
court Down: 2 Indus, 3 Vera, 4 Redfir, 5 Emotions, 6 Achieve, 7 Copperplate, 8 Trade
secret, 13 Imprison, 15 Article, 17 Precis, 20 Prior, 21 Undo

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.
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PAD FIGURES PRETTY SooN
Il HAVE MY HEAD THROUSH
A TREE TRUNK AND WELL

I SUPPOSE THATS EASIER
THAN SENDING YouU TO CAMP

HAVE SOME PEACE AND QUIET! |
IM ON TO WM/ WELL SURE,

\ WHAT \F THE

HOUSE TIONT

SO IRVING, YOU CAN'T WALK

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9

OR CRAWL?

BEING STUCK IN
ONE FLACE
__ SOLINDS AWFLIL!

THIS FROM THE KID WHOSE BUTT
HASN'T LEFT THE
SOFA SINCE MOM
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We would like to live as we oncelived, but__
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willnot__

it.-John F.Kennedy(7..,6)
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must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in

B

each of the nine horizontal 3
rows andin each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy; i i
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; 5
Ss=VeryHard; ' '
6s =Genius
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DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

The fact that Since the Moon is

professional stars now aligned with

combine very the very heart of

long-term patterns your solar chart,
with very short-term cycles you must fulfil all your

domestic duties in full. The
only way to escape is to give
up the lot. Or enrol a team of
willing helpers. Keep your

means that even little steps
you take today can help with
major ambitions. However,
don’t expect instant results,

and do be prepared for sense of humour well to

people to leave existing the fore and you'll survive

arrangements. with a smile.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Thereis avery Other people are
pleasant tendency often surprised
in the air today, when you are able
stimulated, as ever, to make up your

by your friend, the Moon. The own mind, and even more

world will generally be stunned when they realise
moving in your favour, you know what you're talking
especially if you are happy to about. Their notions may
accept whatever turns up. give you the advantage,
Some people are bound to be and you could already be
in a touchy mood. at the finishing post when
they start.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Your planetary SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
ruler, Mercury, is You may expect
still making a series additional costs
of very inspired today. It’s almost
aspects. These raise the inevitable that
tantalising prospect thatyou’ll  you’'ll have to deal with money,
make a massive amount and it may even be rather

money. However, it will be
very difficult to distinguish the

one genuine opportunity from
the ghosts and illusions which
cloud your vision.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
There may be
a battle for
supremacy
between your need
for security and your desire to
break loose, so you may feel
deeply unsettled. This could
therefore be a very useful
point indeed to reconsider
the past, take a fresh look
at the present.
You can and will
@ partners’ little
now. The more you trust

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
derive lasting
benefit from
games and schemes, even if it
doesn’t look that way right
them to do what is right,
the better the chance that

exciting if you're able to bring
out the latent capitalist within.
Plus, a generous gesture may
take you closer to your

heart’s desire.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

O

The Moon'’s helpful
movement has two
results. One is that
your confidence
should be growing. The other
is that you're more sensitive.
The best conclusion is that
you’ll be much more forthright
about expressing your feelings
than you were in the past.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Venus and Mars are
irresistible planets
S0, quite simply,
you should be
increasingly attractive.
Actually, you can sabotage
your own good fortune by
deliberately refusing to
co-operate. You should

avoid such self-defeating

they’ll succeed. Offer actions, and help yourself

constructive advice. by helping others.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You should never There is nothing
forget that you you like better than
are as creative as tobe left alone to
anyone else. In geton and dream.

Psychologists tell usitis healthy
to fantasise, so don’t let anyone
put you down or scoff at your
colourful ideas. Besides,

point of fact, at the moment
your artistic potential
seems to be rather greater
than most other people’s,

and employers and people you might come up with
in authority forget this at suggestions which will
their great cost. benefit everyone.

Railway Station, Gandhinagar.

Flease visit www.garud.org.in (Tender] & www.nprocure.com for eligibility
criteria, applying  downloading the tender document and for more details, The last
date of submizsion of tender will be 04.11.2023 upto 1400 Hrs.

 Date : 26.10.2023

Gandhinagar Railway and Urban Development
Corporation Limited (GARUD)

INDEXTb Computer Centre, Block No. 15, 1st Floor,
Udyog Bhavan, Sector 11, Eandhlnagar 382 010.

ﬂnlmt—: Tender Notice No. 750-R1 of 2023-2024
On behalf of Gandhinagar Railway and Urban Development Corporation
{GARUD), the Managing Director, GARUD, invites online tendar for selection of
Agency for Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of in-house Glass
Bottling Plant at The Leela Gandhinagar, above Gandhinagar Capital

Managing Director
GARUD
Email: garud.gandhinagar@gmail.com |

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF APERSON ACCUSED
SEE SECTION U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Veeru S/o Anil Prasad R/o H.No. G-Block Jhuggi Mangolpur,
Delhi. has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in FIR No. 335/17 Uls 379/411 IPC, P.S. Subhash Place,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon
issued that the said accused Veeru cannot be found and whereas
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Veeru
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused Veeru of FIR No. 33517 Uls 379/411 IPC, P.S.
Subhash Place, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 24.11.2023.

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate ( North West)

DP/12116/NW/2023

By Order
Robhit Gulia

Room No. 108, First Floor
Rohini Courts, New Delhi

F——
e L T
Al g gheotoiis

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice

The Depuly Chief Signal & Tedecom EnglneesTW, NDLS, Mortharn Raitway, for and
on behalf of “The President on India’ invites 'LIMITED e-tender under Twe Pachket
System on the prescribed form for the under noted work from the approved list of
lirme as indscaled an IREPS alongwith the WNIT of this Tendar!

1| Name of work: AFPOINTMENT OQF ALTHORITY ENGINEER lor PEOWVIDIMG
PFROJECT MAMAGEMENT SERVICES for Execution of KAVACH work ie,
Survay. Dasign, Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning Lcow “Provision
of KAVACH (Train Collision Avoidance Systam), along with 2°48 Fibee OFC a5 a
back bone (I8 RING)Y on LUCKMOW-Kanpur (Excl) Section of LUCKRNOW
DRISHON AND MEW DELHI-FALWAL & MEW DELHI- CHIFIYAMA BUZURG
| SECTION OF DELHI DIVISION OMN Northern Railway’

and Twao Hundred Cnly)

F) Appmxlmal.a cost of the work: Rs.2,74.47 675,.56/- -.F'.s Two Crone Sevanly
Four Lakh F orly Seven housand Six hundred Savant iy Mine and paisa F ||I:_|r S
caly). Eamest Momey: 2, 87 200.00/- (Rs, T

wo Lakh Eighty Seven Thousand

this site cnly

3 | Earnest Mﬂmﬂr Bid Securty (Cash/BG) amount as menticnad inMIT on IREPS

4|1 1H'il||dllj' of ( Dh‘er 120 I.‘Id'!.'E from the date of opan ing of §lendes

5 | Website whare tender bid can be submitted: 1. Bids are o be submillad online
|'_|r‘|:|r 2 r&nxlefen {5 mugt register on Indian H;ulwa,-ﬂg E-Procurement System
Nacassary -:.ﬂangas Currlgar';-dU'n'.ﬂxd::laﬁ"lum |f re-::mre::l wuul::l ba 1:|:IE|:EH:| an
3. Bidders will be able to submil heir onginalréevised bids wp fo
closing date & time ondy, 4, Manual bidsloffers are not allowed against this tender,
Ay Manual offer raceived shall be ignored.

6 | Peried of completion: 14 months from the date of isswe of Letler of Acceptance.

7| Costof tender document: NIL

Critical Dates

Code Activity Date
04 Date of availabily of tender docurment on 25.10.23
WO INERS, GOV, in,
D1=D0+ 07 days | Pre bid conference with Tenderers on gu-:-gle 01.11.23
masl id-masl google.comdgagd-rgob-hru 11:30
02 Reply of pre bid mnfemn-:# on IREPS 06.11.23
03 End of Avail al:ulll',- of Tender Documents at 24.11:23
wovw.ireps. govin. Opaning of tendartoffer in
the office of Dy CSTEMWAccounis Office
MOTE:- This iz also the last date for uplaading
of completed offer by the bidders,

Thi refesrancs lrre for al e above aciiviies 5 11,30 hours on (he above mantionad dale,

NOTE: In case the intended date for opening of tenders |s declared a holiday,
the tenders will be opened on the next working day at the same time.
TENDER Mo.: 1T72-5ig-TW-NR-T23 Dt.: 25.10.2023

1335123

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

EPHPEF..HE)'SS.CUIII

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
that an unidentified person Namely:
Unknown @ Raju, Sfo : Unknown,
Rie : Unknown, Age : About 30
years, Height Aboul 5'3",
Complexion Shallow, Face
Round, Wearing : White Colour
Shirt & Grey Colour Pant was found
in injured condition after road
accident at Near Bus Stop, Todapur, Delhi on
20.10.2023. He was Admitted to RML Hospital, Delhi, where he
Is in unconscious condition and under treatment. In this regard a
casevide FIR No. 278/2023 Uls 279/337 IPC dated 20.10.2023 has
beenregistered at P.S. Inderpuri, Delhi.
Any person having any information or clue about this Unknown
person may kindly inform tothe following:- SHO -

P.S.Inderpuri, Delhi
West Distt., Delhi
Tel. No. 8750871123, 9210347378

DP/M12163/WD/2023

i OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
o

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE
0-1354 By E_Mail/e-Despatch
E_Mail ID : serw balasore @yahoo.in Ph.No.: 06782/260318 Balia, Balasore
e” Procurement Notice for Bridge Work
Identification No.- Online Tender- Bridge NCB No. 49 of 2023-24
Letter No. 5063 /WE Date. 20.10.2023

1. Name of the work :- Bridge works.
2. Total No. of work = As per annexure.
3. Estimated Cost :- As per annexure.
4. Eligible Class of Contractor - As per annexure.
5. Period of Completion :- As per annexure.
6. Other details -
Procurement | Bid Availability of Last Date & | Date & Time of Opening|
Officer Identification|  tender On-line for Time of | of Tender in O/O C.C.E.
No. bidding seeking R.W. Circle, Balasore
From | To | _ 1ender Technical [ Financial
Clarification Bid Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief
Construction N.C.B. No.- 30.10.2023| 14.11.2023 | 13.11.2023 | 15.11.2023| Will be
Engineer, Rural 49 .of.2(.)23-.24 at11.00 | Upto5.00| Upto5.00 | at11.00 | intimated
Works Circle, AM P.M P.M. AM. later
Balasore

® Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/- Er. N.V. Harihar Rao
Chief Construction Engineer,
R.W. Circle, Balasore.

OIPR-25105/11/0059/2324

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that
accused person namely Samim S/0 Abdul Aziz R/O H.no.
0-15, Kalindi Kunj, Delhi, have committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence under FIR No. 212/2019
U/S 323/341 IPC, has been registered at P.S. Kalindi
Kunj, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
there upon issued that the said, Samim cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said Samim has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Samim
of FIR No. 212/2019 U/S 323/341 IPC. registered at P.S.
Kalindi Kunj, Delhi is required to appear before this court
to answer the said complaint on or before 04.12.2023.
By Order
Himanshu Tanwar MM

Room No. 307, 3rd Floor
South-East District, New Delhi

DP/M11986/SE/2023

A-28 Thiru-Vi-Ka Industrial Estate, Guind 'I..h.—:rll-n- GO0 032

Telephone Mo.0A-2230 1852 o TENDER NOTICE
Rc. No.1103/PA/2023

Thickness,
made out of 125 GSM paper with 2.5mm V" flute.

DOCUMENTS AND OTHER INFORMATIONS
www.tntenders.gov.in

DIPR/ST 22/ Tendar/ 2023

PP TAMIL NADU SMALL INDUSTRIES CORPORATION LIMITED

FAX No.044-2250 411

1. Procurement of best Quality of Teakwood of various sizes and
2. Procurement of 2Ply Corrugated Packing sheet of various size

REFER THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE FOR DOWNLOAD TENDER

Principal Secretary/
Chairperson and Managing Director

"IMPORTANT"
VVNIIST Care IS taken prior 10 acceptance or aavertising

copy, itis not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as 4
result of transactions with companies, associations or,
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner,
whatsoever.

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-II, DELHI

4" Floor, Jeevan Tara Bulldlng, Parliament Street New Delh| 110001

1993 read with rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rule, 1993) in the matter of

TANO 909/2022 DATE: 30.09.2023

BANK OF BARODA APPLICANT
VERSUS

MR. SANJAY KUMAR & ORS. RESPONDENT

To, DEFENDANT

1. SANJAY KUAMR S/O SH. KARAM CHAND, R/O TEEKRI NEAR BRAHMAN CHOUPAL TEHSIL
PALWAL DISST. PALWAL HRY, ALSO AT: RENU INVERTORS AND BATTERIES TEGAM ROAD
TIRKHACOLONY GALINO. 1 SHOPNO.2 BALLABGARH

2. MRS.ANITAW/O SANJAY KUMAR, R/O TEEKRINEAR BRAHMAN CHOUPAL TEHSIL PALWAL HRY

3. M/S SUBHKAMNA BUILDTECH PVT. LTD., PLOT N. GH-05/B SECT.- 137 EXPRESSWAY NOIDA
UP ALSOAT: A-80 SECT.-2NOIDA-201301

Whereas the above named applicant (s) has / have instituted a case for recovery of Rs. 39,37,393/

(RUPEE THIRTY NINE LAKH THIRTY SEVEN THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED NINETY THREE ONLY

against you and where as it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve

you in the ordinary way therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make appearance

inthe Tribunal on 30.01.2024 At 10.30 A.M.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the day before the mentioned, the case will be heard and

determined in your absence.

All the matters will be taken up through video Conferencing and for that purpose:-

(i) All the AdvocatesiLitigants shall download the "Cisco Webex" application/software: (i) "Meeting ID"

and Password for the date of hearing qua cases to be taken by Hon'ble Presiding Officer/Registrar shall

be displayed in the daily cause listitself at DRT Official Portal i.e. drt.gov.in (iii) In any exigency qua that the

Advocate/Litigants can contact the concerned official at Ph. No. 23748478.

»=._ Givenundermyhand and seal of the Tribunal this the 30™ day of Sept, 2023.

' BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL, SECTION OFFICER, DRT-II, DELHI

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

i lh DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

"< OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER
CENTRAL IRRIGATION CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR

‘e’ Procurement Notice No. ACECIC - 07/ 2023-24

NORTHEEN RAILWAY Frme

INVITATION OF TENDERS THROUGH
E-PROCUREMENT SYSTEM

Tender Notice MO, 63 /2023-2024 Dated : 25.10.2023
Frincipal Chief Materials Manager, Morthern Raihway, Mew Debhi-110001, for and an

bahalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement system for
supply of the falleaving iterms:-

- Fr o | [
AL T PRI

5. |Tender Mo. | Brief Description Qity. Closing
M. Data
01 |OT231109 | UPPER EUBBER WASHER FOR BOGIE TEAT MOS [ 20011.23
BOLSTER
02 [18230583 | REPAIR KIT FOR EP RELAY VALVE 418 SET | 2001123
03 |02232510 | VALVE REGULATED LEAD ACID 145 SET | 20.11.23
. BATTERY 1100AH, 110V -
04 [0T2314544 ) SCREW COUPLING ASSEMBLY 1161 MOS | 1B.12.23
05 |0T230426 | SPEED SENSOR FS014A 814 NOS | 12.01.24

NOTE -1. Yendors may visit the IREPS website i.a. www.ireps.gov.in for daetails.

2. Mo Manual offer will be entertained. E

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

3327/23
New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

nnlaa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Moida - 201301 (U.R)

Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

Procur Bid | Nameof | Cost| Bid | Cost| Class| Bid documents Date of Perio
-ement Identifi ~ Work of | Security of Bid| of available | opening of
Officer -cation Work | (Rs.) | docum Contra  online for of | comp
No. (Rs.in| E.M.D.| -ents| -ctor bidding Techni{ -etion
Lakhs) (Rs) ~Troml To cal of
oM Bid | work
[ ACE, T NGR | Constructi- 315.98| 316000/f 10000/{ “A” | 26.10.| 09.11.] 10.11.] 06
CIC, 06/ on of (On (On | Class| 2023 | 2023 | 2023 | (Six
Bhuba- 2023- Inspection Line) | Line) At At At | Calen
neswar 24 | Road from 10.00| 17.00| 11.00| dar
Village Hours| Hours| Hours| Month
Tilabari to
Manjari for
Brutang
Irrigation
Project
e-mail ID:- secic_dowr@yahoo.com
Further details conditions can be seen from Govt. Website
www.tenderorissa.gov.in
Sd/-

Additional Chief Engineer
Central Irrigation Circle
OIPR-32160/11/0008/2324

Hrduif-id a1

Tdce YiEd fBar wnar € 6 wifeee g wwa—aea oY
Eﬁm‘qmﬁﬂfﬁmﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁmgmwmﬂm £ T B
AR H A By ﬂw-u 4 T W B e he &
w1 & fordl o3 uti w1 arafd de A anm%‘m @I @l &1 o
g ffRer 4 ecifld = f*ﬁ??T STer B W qETEE A
Hgey—6 H TR oY iR FiEer w U 5 9o £ 9 6
W0 500/ — + GST 18% = 590/- &1 dah B "HIUST & W WA HY
e O T 221 e s e | I = 1 i 2 L B e 1 B o - U A L e R | |
w1 e &, W AfaTaar o A 80

A5 /TR Tl T FIAL H1 =gATH 03 T B FSF Fal B
WHE # A B AaT # qun weaA w6 g N © SR ue w6
MEEH /AR B Gha U A AR | 9 aEes FEii
UTEd UX W0 5000/ — + GST 18% = 5900/ 1 Uidhan ¥ow o & (Non-
Refundable) =11, (et Mfaamdel ®1 Fo 100,000/ — H FHFAG
g9 & w0 § T ) ET) 1 9 g Hiver & ue H aqares
wftban geen & w0 A fer 6 @ ey o o aed # ) e e
a1 Fed @t sfon B Bafs e @9 B 25102023 9
21 3= # fvge fAgwm witg dies T9= foreme | B 15.11.2023
'ﬁfﬂ"—ﬂ?WSﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁTﬂﬁ% 0 I s i B B
T WS WA, Haei—6 Sl & drared H o Ffasr B
faiar 15.11.2023 T INTE 04.00 FoT WA ST |

s A

HETd® HelUa-Hd (HI090)
CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

NODAL OFFICER/CON-

SR.| NAME OF BOARD/ NAME OF WORK OPENING DATE| AMOUNT/EMD|  WEBSITE OF THE
NO. CORP./AUTH NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE| (APPROX.)IN| BOARD CORP./AUTH TACT DETAILS/EMAIL
(TIME) RUPEES I
1. HARYANA RENOVATION/ 23.10.2023 | dbpanchkula@yahoo
POLICE UPGRADATION OF e 3.96 www.hphc.org.in P y
HOUSING HEAD OFFICE BUILD- | 08.11.2023 | crorEes com
ING OF PROSECUTION
CORPORATION DEPARTMENT,

PANCHKULA HARYANA + 3 WORKS

29913 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
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Ramp walk,

trek, ashram
visit: Indian
team unwinds

."l""- 1|| o -_-'__- I |l:..|

KL Rahul & Rahul Dravid enjoying
their break from cricket.

DEVENDRA PANDEY
OCTOBER 25

THE INDIAN cricket team recently
took a well-deserved break during
their World Cup schedule and in-
dulged in some fun-filled activities in
the picturesque town of Dharamsala.
The team management had planned
a variety of activities to keep the en-
vironment light and the players' spir-
its high in the midst of the high-pres-
sure tournament.

One of the team activities was a
trek in the nearby mountains, which
the support staff thoroughly enjoyed.
Head coach Rahul Dravid, along with
batting coach Vikram Rathore and
bowling coach Paras Mhambrey,
were seen in a video shared by the
Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI), completely immersing them-
selves in nature and embracing the
challenging climb. Dravid expressed
his desire for the players to experi-
ence this marvellous journey in the
future, as it was deemed too risky for
them at the time.

Meanwhile, Indian captain Virat
Kohli opted for a different experience
by visiting an ashram.

In addition to these individual ac-
tivities, the team management or-
ganised a ramp show for the players
and support staff at the team hotel.
Each member of the team had to
walk on the ramp as if they were part
of a fashion show. While it remains
unclear who judged the show and
who emerged as the winner, what is
evident is that the Indian team ended
their night with a great bonding ses-
sion, further strengthening the cama-
raderie within the squad.

The Indian cricket team's success
in the ongoing World Cup tourna-
ment has undoubtedly played a cru-
cial role in fostering a vibrant and en-
ergetic dressing room environment.
The players are not only enjoying
each other's success but are also
openly expressing their admiration
for the team spirit.

In fact, one player described the
team as "one family," highlighting the
unity and harmony that permeate
the Indian squad. The team's per-
formance on the field has been noth-
ing short of exceptional, as they have
won all five games played so far.

The Indian team has also intro-
duced the concept of the best fielder
medal during the World Cup, which
further promotes healthy competi-
tion and recognises outstanding
fielding efforts. After each game, the
fielding coach identifies the best
fielder of the match and presents
them with a unique medal, adding an
extra element of motivation and ap-
preciation for the players.

While the team management had
prohibited the players from engaging
in activities such as trekking or
paragliding in Dharamsala due to
safety concerns, the players made the
most of their time off.

NAMIT KUMAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

AUSTRALIA MAY have put in a performance
of all-round domination to dismantle the
Netherlands in their World Cup game on
Wednesday, but their star batsmen still be-
lieve that 400-odd totals in ODI cricket re-
main an exception, not the norm.

The former world champions put up a
mammoth total of 399 and took 10 wickets
for just 90 runs to record an impressive win
in New Delhi.

While muchis made of the increasing in-
fluence of T20 cricket on the 50-over game,
with middle-order collapses and huge totals
both occurring with more frequency, Glenn
Maxwell and Steve Smith said that condi-
tions, opposition bowling, and a fortunate
day with the bat all play a role in getting to
the 400-run mark in 50 overs.

Epﬂper..nelss.cnm
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Largest victory margin, fastest hundred: Australia’s World Cup campaign
back on track on a day the Dutch and record books take a beating

TUSHARBHADURI
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

IT TAKES one day. So goes the promotional
campaign for the World Cup.

However, on Wednesday;, it took Glenn
Maxwell just 42 balls to potentially change
the course of Australia’s fortunes in this tour-
nament, as the fastest hundred in the history
of the World Cup set up a 309-run annihila-
tion of the Dutch, the largest victory margin
ever in the competition. With matches
against India and South Africa out of the way
already, they consolidated their hold over
fourth spot and on current form, look a good
bet for the semifinals.

Two successive wins had got the Aussie
campaign somewhat back on track, but the
absence of late-order ballast was a shortcom-
ing they needed to address, as Mitchell
Marsh had said on the eve of their match
against the Netherlands in the capital. They
had faltered after a 250-run-plus opening
partnership against Pakistan, not optimising
their death overs. It seemed to be going in a
similar direction against the Dutch, as
Australia suffered a mini-collapse from 244/2
after 36 overs to 290/6 in the 43rd over.

With all other recognised batsmen back
in the pavilion and Maxwell being more miss
than hit with the bat lately, the five-time
champions were in danger of being bowled
out well within the 50 overs for somewhere
around 320. It would, most likely, have been
enough for their third win on the bounce,
given the gulf in experience and class be-
tween the two teams, but wouldn’t have si-
lenced the doubters about their lower-mid-
dle order.

South Africa have been the only team so
far to have put on the after-burners in the fi-
nal 10 overs, with Heinrich Klaasen, David
Miller and Aiden Markram doing full justice
to the platform set by their top order. That
was before Maxwell got amongst the Dutch
and took them to 399/8. It helped that the
underdogs didn’t have anyone who could
hurry him with extra pace. What he did in
the final phase of the innings put to shade a
91-ball hundred by David Warner, his sec-
ond successive ton in the tournament and
sixth overall in World Cups, now just one be-
hind Rohit Sharma’s record.

As many as 131 runs came in the final 10
overs, the partnership worth 103 between
Maxwell and Pat Cummins coming in only
43 balls with the contribution of the Aussie
captain being a mere eight.

“That was crazy. Thought we both con-
tributed equally in that 100-run partner-

Smith asserted after the game that
Wednesday’s high score was enabled by the
top order doing their job, playing the middle
overs well and building a base for those com-
ing later to “have a smack at the back-end of
theinnings,” but said it’s only possible on the
occasion that the pitch supports the bats-
men.

“It's always wicket-dependent. To try and
get400 on the pitch we played onin Chennai
in the first match against India would be un-
realistic - probably would’'ve been bowled
out at 150. So we have to assess the condi-
tions,” he said after the match.

Maxwell was the pick of the Australia
batsmen, making the fastest century in ODI
World Cup history with his 44-ball 106. But
he was one of two centurions, as David
Warner made a sixth World Cup ton, and
both Smith and Marnus Labuschagne regis-
tered 71 and 62 respectively.

Adding to Smith’s point, he said it takes a

—— SCORECARD ——

AUSTRALIA vs NETHERLANDS
Toss: Australia, elected to bat first

AUSTRALIA

MMarsh c AckermannbvanBeek  9(15b, 2x4)
WarnercDuttbvanBeek 104 (93b, 11x4, 3x6)
S Smith c van der Merwe b Dutt 71 (68b, 9x4,1x6)
Marnus c DuttbdeLeede 62 (47b,7x4,2x6)
Inglis c EngelbrechtbdelLeede 14 (12b,1x4, 1x6)
G Maxwell c Engelbrecht

bvBeek 106 (44b, 9x4, 8x6)
CGreen runout 8 (11b, 1x4)
P Cummins (c) notout 12(9b,2x4)
M Starc c Ackermannbvan Beek 0(1b)

AZampa notout 1(1b)
M Extras (nb1,w11) 12
H Total 50 Ov (RR: 7.98) 399/8
B FoW: 1-28,2-160, 3-244,4-266, 5-267,
6-290,7-393,8-393

W Bowling: Aryan Dutt 7-0-59-1, Colin Ackermann
4-0-19-0, Logan van Beek 10-0-74-4, Paul van
Meekeren 10-0-64-0, Vikramiit Singh 4-0-27-0,
Roelof van der Merwe 5-0-41-0,Basde Leede 10 -
0-115-2

NETHERLANDS

V Singh runout (Maxwell) 25 (25b,6x4)
Max O’'Dowd b Starc 6(9b,1x4)
C Ackermann Ibw b Hazlewood 10(11b,2x4)
S Engelbrecht ¢ Warnerb Marsh 11(21b,1x4)
Bde Leede Ibw b Cummins 4 (7b,1x4)
S Edwards not out 12 (22b)
T NidamanurucInglisb Marsh 14 (18b,2x4)
LvanBeekc Inglisb Zampa 0(3b)
Rvander Merwe lbw b Zampa 0(1b)
ADuttclbwbZampa 1(8b)
P vanMeekeren st Inglis b Zampa 0 (1b)
B Extras (w7/) 7
M Total 210v(RR: 4.28) 90

B FoW::1-28,2-37,3-47,4-53,5-62,6-84,7-
86, 8-86,9-90,10-90

W Bowling: Mitchell Starc 4-0-22-1, Josh
Hazlewood 6-0-27-1, Pat Cummins 4-0-14-1,
Mitchell Marsh 4-0-19-2, Adam Zampa 3-0-8-4

ship,” Cummins joked after the game.

The Dutch bowling didn’t hold any ter-
rors on a batting-friendly wicket and once
Warner set his stall to play a long innings -
apart from a run-out scare while batting with
Steve Smith - it seemed rather inevitable that
the left-hander would get to three figures. It
was also a useful outing for Smith and
Marnus Labuschagne, short of runs till now.
It may have been only the Netherlands, but
the time spent in the middle and the half-
centuries scored may reap dividends at the
business end of the competition.

Dutch disaster

The onslaught left the Netherlands shell-
shocked, and it was evident when they came
out to bat. A flurry of early boundaries from
Vikramijit Singh and Max O’Dowd was fol-
lowed by a procession that stopped only
when they were bowled out for 90 in 21
overs. Leg-spinner Adam Zampa helped
himself to a four-wicket haul, conceding just
8 runs in three overs.

“Just about the complete game. Couldn't
be happier,” Cummins gushed.

But the game was decided well before the
Netherlands came out to bat. While Warner
batted like he was expected to, the Dutch had
the misfortune of facing Maxwell in his un-
stoppable avatar. Bas de Leede may have
nightmares about his afternoon at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium, suffering the most expen-
sive spell in ODI history, conceding 115 runs
inhis 10 overs, 28 in his last, the penultimate
one in the Aussie innings.

An Aussie side hitting its stride as the
World Cup enters the decisive phase is a
warning to the other contenders. Though
they may not have the aura of some of the
champion sides of yore, they can almost al-
ways be relied upon to bring their best game
to the big occasion. It usually takes a special
effort to beat an Australian side that has the
bit between its teeth.

Warner had started the tournament
slowly before smashing 163 against Pakistan.
The opener is winding down his career, and
looks keen to make every remaining outing
count. He got into his stride by hitting off-
spinner Aryan Dutt for four consecutive
boundaries in the second over of the innings,
all of them versions of the cut shot, finding
the gaps on either side of the point fielder
with surgical precision.

After Marsh perished to an ugly hoick rel-
atively early, Smith — who had had along net
session the day before the game, taking
throwdowns for more than an hour -
showed his fluent self as the Dutch bowlers
helped him by providing deliveries to hit
through the legside.

Labuschagne, who has not been the
quickest of scorers, also managed a half-cen-
tury in42 balls, showing some deft touch and
innovation. Whether that will be enough for
him to keep his spot in the XI once Travis
Head returns remains to be seen.

Labuschagne’s dismissal started an
Aussie slide in which they lost four wickets
for 46 runs, which may have raised some
concerns in their dressing room, until
Maxwell made his memorable intervention,
after which they could be counted among
genuine title-contenders once again.

Aussies don’t believe 400-odd totals will become a norm in one-dayers

Maxwell embraces captain Pat Cummins after reaching his century. Abhinav Saha

TODAY’S MATCH

England vs Sri Lanka, 2 pm.
Live on Star Sports network
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How the reverse hits
helped Aussies switch
to fast forward mode

NAMIT KUMAR
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 25

IT WAS not until the 46th over that a semi-
decent-capacity New Delhi crowd had truly
got their money’s worth.

Having seen batting of a vintage class from
Australia’s heavyweight top order - half cen-
turies for Steve Smith and Marnus
Labuschagne, and a well-paced hundred from
David Warner - Glenn Maxwell had begun
in a similar vein. It was not until he unfurled
his signature shot, depositing a few balls in
different areas of the Feroze Shah Kotla, that
the audience were up on their feet and roar-
ing. One can’t quite call it a reverse sweep, it's
more like a reverse switch. The direction of
the bat swing may be reversed, but the quick
switch in both stance and grip make it seem
like a controlled left-handed shot. It would
prove to not only be his trademark but also
his confidence booster.

Maxwell had driven his way - both
straight and through cover - to a 20-ball 37,
before eventually unleashing the switch shot
to redirect a Paul van Meekeren full ball over
point for four. The floodgates had opened. A
six would follow, and two more to Bas de
Leede in the next over, both off the switch
shot, the second being a hook to a short
slower ball in one flowing motion. The slower
one deceived, but saw the same result.

Thirty seven from 20 had become 60 off
29, and Maxwell would unleash all kinds of
carnage from there on to make the fastest
century in ODI World Cup history from 40
balls, stealing the record from South Africa’s
Aiden Markram, who made a 49-ball ton on
this very ground earlier this month. It was the
fourth-fastest ODI century of all time.

The New Delhi crowd was not just en-
chanted by Maxwell’s pinch-hitting on de-
mand, but rather roaring to the tune of a fa-
miliar favourite. The 35-year-old Victorian
has along-standing good relationship with
India, from his memorable IPL moments and
history to his Indian wife and extended local
family.

While Maxwell doesn’t quite share
Warner’s affinity to Delhi - his two separate
year-long stints with Delhi Capitals are noth-
ing to write home about - and despite hav-
ing the tailormade skillset to exploit the

lot more than just a good wicket to get to 400.
“There's still a lot of things (other than the
surface) that need to go right to get 400,”
Maxwell said in his post-match press con-
ference. “There still needs to be a platform,
there still needs to be solid intent through
the middle overs, and then you need a sen-
sational finish. Like you need to be powerful
at the backend.”

Maxwell stole the record from Aiden
Markram, who made a49-ball ton just a few
weeks ago at the same pitch as South Africa
pummelling their way to 428 against Sri
Lanka at the same venue.

“South Africa, when they got their 420
here, they had - was it three blokes getting
hundreds? And even then it took something
brilliant from Markram to come out and pump
it around after a long partnership which is
sometimes not easy to do,” Maxwell said.

“A big partnership is sometimes really
hard to bat after in one-day cricket because

shorter boundaries around the Kotla, his IPL
record here has been less than impressive.
But regardless, playing around India has been
one of his strengths even at international
level. In Australian colours, he has three hun-
dreds and eight fifty-plus scores across for-
mats in the country, and it seemed only a
matter of time, just like the five-time cham-
pions themselves, that he began firing in this
tournament.

Not merely unconventional

Maxwell's Wednesday night blitz was not
justabout his unconventional batting strokes.
Once the momentum was on his side with
those three switch shots, he was not trigger-
happy with it - in fact, he went forit only once
more, nicking a fortunate inside edge for four.

Netherlands skipper Scott Edwards was
wary, doing his best to have third man and
deep backward point covered, and the
bowlers were conservative with their line
and length.

The 35-year-old, then, exploited
Netherlands’ caution and the pressure on
their lacklustre bowling lineup, with a straight
bat. Stray wide balls were sliced, fuller balls
were lifted over the bowlers’ heads, stray full
tosses pulled, and bad balls — of which there
were many — were not left unpunished. Only
five of his last 13 deliveries were not bound-
aries, and five of those were sixes.

Maxwell’s shots may point to the much-
talked-about influence of T20-slogging into
the 50-over game, butitis his intelligent shot
selection that made the record-breaking on-
slaught possible.

De Leede would feel its maximum wrath
to notch an embarrassing record, leaking 29
runs, and five boundaries to Maxwell, in the
penultimate over of the innings, ending with
the most expensive figures in ODI history af-
ter giving 115 runs from his 10-over spell.

Maxwell’s hard-hitting innings will go
down as just one of the many feathers in
Australia’s cap after a five-star performance
with ball and bat. But to have their star fin-
isher - he has a strike rate of over 170 in the
final powerplay throughout his ODI career -
back among the runs and momentum, in
conditions that have suited him in the past,
would be a major boost, especially as they
look to overturn their shaky start to get back
into title contention in India.

you're expected to keep that momentum,
but he did it beautifully,” he added.

Records on my mind: Maxwell

As Maxwell unleashed carnage from both
ends at the death of Australia’s innings, going
from 14 in the 42nd over to 100 in the 49th,
he had one eye on the number of balls he
faced on the scoreboard in chasing the world
records that have motivated him through-
out his career.

“I'm very aware of them (records). I'm
very aware of balls faced. I love the fastest 50,
fastest 100 records. I think they're pretty cool
records. Sometimes to the detriment of my-
self, I've always probably pushed the bound-
aries a bit too much,” he said.

“So,itwasI've beenin those positions be-
fore I could make fast hundreds when I get
on the run, [ know I'm difficult to bowl to. Just
about getting past the first ball,” he said with
asmile.
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SHORT TAKES

Hardik Pandya had injured his
ankle during India’s game vs
Bangladesh in Pune. P11

Pandyato misstwo

more games duetoinjury

INDIA WILL continue to miss the
services of Hardik Pandya as it’s
now learnt that the Indian all-
rounder will only be available for
the last two World Cup league
games against South Africa, on
November 5, and Netherlands.
Pandya is unlikely to join the
team ahead of the game against
England in Lucknow.

The Indian Express
understands that Pandya hasn’t
begun to bowl after he had
injured his ankle during India vs
Bangladesh game held in Pune
last week. The medical team will
wait for a few more days to let
him recover at the National
Cricket Academy in Bangalore. He
is expected to join the Indian
team in Mumbai or Kolkata.

The Indian team management
doesn’t want to rush him and are
hoping he will be completely fit
for the last two games. With the
Indian team on a winning streak
in this World Cup, the team
management wants a completely
fit Pandya for the semis.

Pandya had missed the game
against New Zealand in
Dharamsala on October 22 and
was rushed to National Cricket
Academy in Bengaluru to be
treated by a specialist doctor
from England with the required
injections. Pandya was initially
expected to join the Indian team
in Lucknow but that assessment
has changed now.

“Team India vice-captain
Hardik Pandya sustained an
injury to his left ankle while
fielding on his own bowling
during India’s match against
Bangladesh at the Maharashtra
Cricket Association Stadium,
Pune. The all-rounder was taken
for scans and is advised rest. He
will be under the constant
supervision of the BCCI Medical
Team,”BCCl secretary Jay Shah
had said in its statement.

The medium pacer had limped
off during bowling after putting
his right foot to stop a drive from
Bangladesh’s Liton Das. Play was
stopped for nearly five minutes as
the physio strapped his ankle.

-DEVENDRA PANDEY

STANDINGS

[ [MIW]L] TIFST NRK |
Ind|[|5|5(0| 010 |+1.353
SA |5(4|11|0)| 8 |+2.370
NZ |[5/4/1|,0| 8 |+1481
Aus | 5| 320 )| 6 [+1.142
Pak|5| 2|30 4 [-0400
Afg | 5(2|3[0]| 4 |-0.969
SL [4|1,3|0)| 2 |-1.048
Eng| 4 | 1(3| 0| 2 |-1.248
Ban| 5114 0| 2 |-1.253
Ned|4|1(3]|0)| 2 [-0.790

ASIAN PARA GAMES

Klaasen is Klusener-redux

Earning big bucks from globetrotting franchise gigs never a temptation; Heinrich Klaasen chose domestic grind to represent country

VENKATA KRISHNAB
CHENNAI,OCTOBER 25

JUST BEFORE the pandemic set in March,
Mandla Mashimbyi the head coach at the
Titans in South Africa, remembers a de-
jected Heinrich Klaasen showing up at
Centurion. Overlooked by the Proteas for
over a year, Klaasen had announced him-
self big time with a man of the series per-
formance in the ODI series against Australia
at home. He even scored his maiden cen-
tury then, before finding his name missing
from Cricket South Africa’s annual contract.
After missing out on the 2019 World Cup,
his career was once again at crossroads
even as South Africa had taken baby steps
from moving on from big names for the
2023 edition.

With domestic T20 leagues sprouting
up and normal service resuming post-pan-
demic, Klaasen could have been easily al-
lured by the big money contracts that came
his way. A natural six-hitter, who could
strike the ball long and hard, it didn’t come
as a surprise that franchises were queuing
up for his signature. South Africa, could
have easily missed out on another out-
standing batting talent to the rest of the
world. Only thing is Klaasen wasn’t going
to have any of it. Instead, Mashimbyi recalls
how a wounded Klaasen turned up at the
Centurion instead.

“He could have easily taken up the big
bucks that T20 franchises were offering
him. But he took the hard call and wanted
to grind it out at the domestic level and rep-
resent the country again. Missing out on
the contract just triggered the fighter in
him, because he wanted to prove that heis
made for the international level, which

B2

Klaasen’s top score came off 83 balls
when he came in for the Proteas at
120/3 in the 26th over. The innings
happened during the series against
Australia before the World Cup and
was a marker of the middle-order
prowess he has shown in India.

At this World Cup, Heinrich Klaasen has a 67-ball 109 against England and a 49-ball 90. Deepak joshi

many thought was beyond him. From the
time I first saw him in 2014, it has been his
dream all along and nothing could lure
him. He wanted to fight for his spot, which
he thought was his,” Mashimbyi tells The
Indian Express.

Backed nationally

With a string of good scores in the do-
mestic fold, Klaasen would make a re-entry
to the national set-up. With all their mid-
dle-order bigwigs hanging up their boots,
a place would open up for Klaasen and with
his credentials as a power-hitter only im-
proving thanks to T20s, South Africa would
eventually zero-in on him for the World
Cup. And with Rob Walter, the coach with
whom he started with at Titans, now in

charge of South Africa’s white-ball teams,
Klaasen would get the sort of backing he
needed to become the beast he is.

“The last 18 months have been a bless-
ing for him for all the hard work he put in
earlier. He is someone who will perform
when he knows the coach backs him. He
would do anything for the coach and will
always go the extra mile. Compared to two
years back and now what has worked is
that, this team believes in him. He has the
trust of the coach and feels he is the main
guy now,” Mashimbyi adds.

That Klaasen had a good outing in the
SA20 and in the IPL 2023, also helped a big
deal. With South Africa’s batting being too
top-heavy, and no finisher in the mix,
Walter would turn his eyes to Klaasen, who

started off as an opener. His aggressive style
of play, especially his ability to launch an
onslaught from the word go -- which was
not too long ago considered rash — would
prove to be the deal clincher.

Like Lance Klusener, Klaasen has a sim-
ilar bat lift. It is the very genesis of his
power-hitting game that enables him to
strike the ball long and hard to all pockets.

“He has always been explosive. The
thing that makes him dangerous is he can
bat when the chips are down. He is always
looking for that fight, if you need someone
to consolidate you go to him invariably be-
cause he is well-equipped to overcome
such moments.

“Even in his early years, when Titans
were in a very sticky situation on difficult

Like Lance Klusener, Klaasen
has a similar bat lift. It is the
very genesis of his power-
hitting game that enables him
to strike the ball long and hard
to all pockets.

pitches he has gone on to make hundreds
for fun. He has this ability to absorb pres-
sure and deliver back and if you are look-
ing for someone to finish games, he can
come and from the outset put pressure on
bowlers. That for me is a high-skilled bats-
man, who can win you games from any po-
sition,” Mashimbyi says.

Just before the World Cup, during the
ODIs against Australia at home, he showed
what he is capable of doing in the middle-
order. Coming in at No 5 with South Africa
placed at 120/3 in the 26th over, Klaasen
launched himself to a personal best of 174
off 83 balls. And at this World Cup, he has
a 67-ball 109 against England while coming
in the 26th over and a 49-ball 90 landing
at the crease in the 31st over. So far in this
World Cup, Klaasen has scored a total of
142 runs off the last 10 overs at an overall
strike-rate of 150.78.

But the conditions in India were sup-
posed to be his area of concern. For a bats-
man who grew up playing at Centurion,
where there is always juice on the pitch
that makes batsmen go on the backfoot at
most times, the spin-friendly conditions
had tested him before.

Even when he made his debut against
India in 2018, he struggled against India’s
spinners. And ahead of this year’s edition
which he used as a precursor for the World
Cup, Klaasen would make a subtle adjust-
ment. Blessed with an ability to pick up the
length early, Mashimbyi’s advice to his
ward would be to stand still and not play
anything across the line, unless forced by
the length.

"Klaasen is a problem solver. You give
him any condition, he will find a way to ad-
just and perform and that is what makes
him special. So ahead of the World Cup, he
just went with a strong gameplan. He does-
n't commit early and he is standing on the
leg-stump and waits for the ball to come.
That is why he is managing to get the runs,”
Mashimbyi says.

At sea in India, Buttler’s England hope to conquer Islanders

SANDIPG
BENGALURU,OCTOBER 25

THE GUARDS and groundsmen were still
stretching their limbs, siesta-ing on the shaded
part of the ground and letting out deep yawns
when Jos Buttler stepped onto the ground on
a lazy pre-winter afternoon in Bangalore. He
peered at the sun—it might have been more
benign than the Mumbai inferno. He watched
the eagles swoop down, he wandered to the
square where three pitches lay wrapped in a
thin cover of tent-cloth. Agroundsman offered
a sneak-peak, a bemused expression spread
across his face.

As he trudged back to the dressing room,
he paused and turned back. He could see some
of England”s finest engaged in their chores.
Here was Ben Stokes, the miracle worker,
swinging for the fences. There was Joe Root,
England’s finest batsmen of this generation,
rehearsing late-cuts. The spin pair—Adil Rashid
and Moeen Ali—were locked in a long a chat.
Jonny Bairstow was shadow-batting, literally
under the shade of a stand. Six of England’s
World Cup winners of 2019 are in the 2023 edi-
tion too. Thirteen of them had packed them-
selvesinthe 2022 T20 World Cup triumph, less
than a year ago. Though Eoin Morgan, the al-
chemist of their white-ball success, had retired,

England seemed quite a force, as you would
expect from the defending world champions.

Yet, in the space of three mind-breaking
defeats, they find themselves not only on the
precipice of crashing out of the tournament,
butalso wondering whetheritis the beginning
of the end of an era, or more damningly,
whether the era has already ended and they
are merely sleep-losing through a tournament.
The side clearly is aging. England are the oldest
team in this tournament (average age being
31.8), but not too old enough to be called past
their prime. But for the 35-plus-year-old spin-
ners, most of them are in their early 30s, nota
time when the toll of cricketing years takes a
toll on their body. Moeen said as much: “I think
there's still a lot of players that can play for a
long time. There's obviously a few of us who
are a bitolder, more than likely won't make the
next World Cup, but there's alot of players who
have been around for years that will be, and I
don't think it's the end of anything.”

The performances cannot go bewilderingly
downhillina handful of months after all. Some
of these same players were star-performersin
the Ashes a few months ago too. They can’t be
tired either, because they were not returning
fromafrenetic season. An end of the year tour-
nament could be exhaustive, both on the mind
and body, but they claimed the T20 World Cup
around the same time this year. The other day

A comeback is not beyond Butller’s
boys, at least mathematically—five
more games remain to claw them back
into the tournament. AP

JoeRoot ascribed the non-performance to not
playing enough games. No doubt, they could
have perhaps benefitted from playing more
ODIs (played just four in the last six months),
but are not these veterans who could seam-
lessly switch formats? Like all better-perform-
ing do. South Africa had played just one more
than England in the same span.

Perhaps, it could be that motivationis dry-
ing up, the subconscious knowledge they have
won it all shackling them in the face of adver-
sity. Little doubt that defending the title and
establishing themselves as an all-time great
team like Australia at the start of the century
is tempting enough, but when you lose three
games out of four, a feeling of resignation
would set in, apart from other malaises.

Like their combination—England are yet to
figure out their best eleven, which could be at-
tributed to fewer playing minutes. One match,
they go for batting depth with utility men; in
the next they take an exact U-turn and load
specialists. Like their form. Against South Africa
and New Zealand, they conceded close to eight
runsanover; against Afghanistan’s theirinad-
equacies against spinners were exposed. Apart
from Root none has been consistent. Even
Dawid Malan clicked injustalone innings (140
against South Africa). The white-ball poster
boys—Bairstow and Buttler—have eked out
184 runs between them. Among the bowlers,
only Rashid and part-timer Liam Livingstone
have conceded less than six runs an over.

But beyond these, England seem to have
lost the tournament in their mind. Evident was
asense of flatness, and a lack of joy. Never was
it more evident when they met South Africa.
Here, on the one hand, was the tactical domi-
nance of South Africa, the uninhibited aggres-

sionand clarity of thought, and there, fattened
on success, was the decadence that can befall
awhite-ball giant.

In the backdrop, there is the distraction of
Stokes turning down a three-year contractand
instead opting for a one-year term, throwing
doubts about his long-term future with
England. None of it though deflects from the
mess England have found themselves in.

A comeback is not beyond them, at least
mathematically—five more games remain to
claw back into the tournament. Or as Moeen
said, “potentially the start of something (sig-
nificant).” Often in these times, they resort to
the Ashes balm, the fight back last England
summer, from 2-0 to 2-2. But there, though, is
a big difference. At no point in the series, did
they look distraught. Both the Tests they lost
could have been won too. The same could not
be said of the World Cup team, who were thor-
oughly beaten in all three games.

The joylessnessin the middle transformed
to the nets too, where they resembled a bunch
of scattered individuals rather than a close-
knitted group. Scanning them all was Buttler,
his face still wearing a bemused expression.
He could see some of his country’s all-time leg-
ends. Whether their time had slowed and
stretched out or coming to a complete stop
could be the most defining aspect of watching
England in the coming days.

Tokyo heroics in the past, Antil continues assault on javelin WR in Hangzhou

NITINSHARMA
OCTOBER25

ON A day when her 25-year-old son Sumit
Antil broke the paralympic world record in
men's javelin throw F64 category, Nirmala
Devi was busy overseeing the construction
of their new home in village Khewra near
Sonepat. Antil broke his own record of
70.83m with a massive throw of 73.29m at
the Hangzhou Olympics Sports Centre and
Devi would tell the construction workers to
create a new space for the Asian Games gold
medal too for her son.

“Jab bhi main puchu ki mere liye kya layega
videsh se, hamesha kahega ki medal hi launga.
(Whenever I ask him what will you bring for
me from abroad, he always says [ will certainly
getyou the medal). Heis very particular about
hisworld records and plans to make amarking
wall at our new home. Perhaps we have to wait
for the Paris Olympics to get the finishing
touch,” says an elated Devi while speaking with
The Indian Express.

Youngest of the four children, Antil lost his
father Ram Kumar, an Indian Air Force soldier

to cancer in 2004. Like many Haryana young-
sters, Antil had dreams of becoming a wrestler
and competed in the local dangals at his vil-
lage. He also trained at the SAI Centre in
Sonepat. However, on January 5,2015, he met
with a motorbike accident on the Sonepat-
Dewra road and was taken to the Base hospi-
tal in Delhi Cantt, where doctors had to take
the decision to amputate his left leg.

“He stayed at the hospital for 53 days. Par
hamesha hamein kehta raha ki himmat rakho
(But he would always tell us to keep faith). He
was very good in studies too and was going to
his tuition classes when the accident hap-
pened. Sometimes he would tell us to bring his
books to the hospital to make him feel good. If
he would have stopped believing at that time,
all these medals and glory would not have
come,” says Devi.

Days after his release from the hospital,
Antilmade a trip to Pune with some of the sav-
ings of the family to get a prostheticleg. Ameet-
ing with para athlete Ram Kumar made him
train under Para Asian Games medallist
Virender Dhankar and later under
Dronacharya awardee coach Naval Singh.
While Antil was advised to go for long jump or

Sumit Antil with his Asian Para Games gold medal in Hangzhou. (Right) With his
wife and mother. SAl/ Special arrangement

other disciplines by other athletes at the Nehru

Stadium in Delhi, Antil stuck to javelin.
“Sumit’s strength from Day One has been

his adaptability and not to complain about con-

ditions. When he came to train under me, he
shared the room with another athlete and
would do all the chores like washing clothes
or making own food too. It took a lot of time

for him to adjust to the prosthetic leg and I
would make him throw for a distance of 25-
30 m initially. He would walk and not run as
the prosthetic leg would run against his knee
and blood would ooze out with multiple at-
tempts. So he also learnt making throws while
sitting at the hammer throw net. Wrestling has
made his upper body muscles very strongand
it’s still an advantage for him,” says Naval.

Within four years of training, Antilmade a
new world record in the F64 category with a
throw of 61.32m at the Paris Grand Prix in 2019.
He bettered the record the same year with a
throw of 62.88m in the Worlds in Dubai. In
2020, Antil had competed against Neeraj
Chopra in the Indian Grand Prix and finished
seventh with a throw of 66.43 m to qualify for
the Tokyo Paralympics.

“In 2018, we got him training in Finland
with the invitation from 1988 Olympic gold
medallist Tapio Korjus and Sumit competed
against able bodied javelin throwers. Right
from the start, hisaction has been like German
Johannes Vetter and he used the fall technique
but then he suffered elbow injuries. So we
made some changes in his technique and the
upper and arms and shoulders generate the

jerk for him,” says Singh.

At Tokyo, Antil had won the gold with a
world record of 68.55m, bettering the world
mark three times in the final. Last year, Antil
had made a new world record throw of
68.62m at Indian Open before breaching the
70m mark at the Worlds in Paris. On
Wednesday, Antil made a new world record of
73.29m, a throw which would have placed him
eighth in the Asian Games in Hangzhou.

“The only challenge for Sumit has beenin
getting adjusted to the new prosthetic leg
whenever he gets it after multiple tourna-
ments. It takes some time for the knee to adjust
and sometimes it bleeds too. But once he gets
it set, it's all about his technique. He can cross
the 75 m mark soon and who knows he can
cross the 80m mark too,” says Singh.

Antil had married Sheetal last year and
chose to make a new home in the village it-
self, with the family deciding to make a huge
hall to host functions for the villagers to at-
tend. “Sumit always says that our village is
the most precious thing to our family. Hence
he got the new house made here. Like always,
he will ask for desi ghee food on his return,”
says the mother Devi.
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