FOR EFFECTIVE SEIE DEFENSE




THE ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY OF PROTECTING THE ONES YOU LOVE
y -

WHO IS TIM SCHMIDT?

ou might know me as the president and founder of the U
Concealed Carry Association (www.USConcealedCarry.{
organization that teaches and empowers its tens of tho
members to con dently and responsibly protect the ones t
Above all, though, | am a husband and a father. The love é
my wife and my children, and the responsibility and duty &i
keep them safe, have taken me many places in life. In additicH—EG—_—_c_—"— f'l e dn
ing the USCCA and growing it to its incredible size, | hold a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, and | ve studied personal
security and home defense from some of the greatest minds in the country. The reports, how-to guides, newsletters
and magazines | publish feature authors of the highest esteem in the law enforcement, military and civilian realms of
personal protection, family security and armed self-defense.
The bottom line is that | know self-defense. | understand the mind of the criminal, and | understand what it takes to
defeat him  both mentally and physically. And | understand the mind of the concerned, prepared citizen, because

thatis who | am. 7 g

DISCLAIMER
This publication is designed to provide the authors beliefs and opinions in regard to the subject matter covered, with the understanding
that neither the authors nor the publisher are engaged in rendering professional psychological, legal, political or rearm
instructional services through the dissemination of this publication.
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If you need expert assistance, instruction or counseling, you should seek the services of a competent professional.

The USCCA and Delta Defense, LLC are not responsible for mishaps of any kind which may occur from use of published
rearms information, equipment recommendations, tactics and training advice, or recommendations by staff or contributing writers.
Carrying a concealed weapon can be very dangerous if you are not well trained and familiar with the weapon you carry; therefore,

you should consult with an attorney before making the decision to purchase and carry a weapon. It is your responsibility

as an armed citizen to decide how much training you need.

Copyright ® 2003-2015, United States Concealed Carry Association. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction without permission prohibited. No
part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, or by any information or storage and retrieval system, without permission from the publisher.
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THERE ARE
TWO KINDS
OF PEQPLE
WHICH ONE

ARE YOU?

Like it or not, you are your
family’s first responder.
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ere are really two kinds of people in

thisworld. The rstkind is the person

who is always looking for someone else

to take care of him. You know what Im

talking about. Nowadays, its all we hear

on the news. These people want the gov-

ernment to provide for them, and they

want the police to protect them and pro-

vide their safety. (Some call these people

sheep or sheeple!)

Then theres the other kind of per

son, the person who truly believes

in personal responsibility. | can

remember a saying my dad told

me over and over as | grew up.

Hed say, Tim, you must always

remember, If it is to be, its up

to me. As a kid in my early teen-

age years, | can remember thinking

to myself, Yeah, Dad, | got it. You ve
told me this a thousand times.

But you know what? That phrase,

along with a whole bunch of oth-

er brilliant wisdom from my dad,

had a huge impact on me.

Yep, my dad did an

amazing job instilling

in me that there is only

ONE person responsible

for my happiness, safety

and security. And that one
person is ME!

Now, if youre still reading this,
then 1l bet you can relate to this con-
cept of personal responsibility. Heck,
you and | probably have a lot more in
common. So youll probably under-
stand how this wisdom revealed a huge
frustration in my life.

WOULD THIS
FRUSTRATE YOU?
You know, everyone has certain de-
ning moments in their lives  times
when normal, everyday events end up
having a lifelong impact. | Il never for-
get those rst couple of days after my
rst son was born. My mind was ood-
ed with all kinds of new thoughts and
feelings.

There were feelings of joy, amaze-
ment and wonder, feelings of gratitude
and responsibility and feelings of fear
and frustration. What was | afraid of? |
was completely overwhelmed by the

idea that | was now responsible in every
way for this new little life. Not only did |
need to provide for my new son, it was
also my duty to protect him (and my
wife) from the evil that will always exist

in our world. It hit me like a ton of bricks!

You know, | think everyone has his
or her own self-defense revelation ex-
perience. For some, its a friend who
was attacked or mugged. For others, its
witnessing a robbery. And for others,
its surviving a horri ¢ experience that
opened their eyes to the need to be able
to defend themselves. You see, | got o
easy. For some reason, my internal per-
sonal-defense switch was tripped by the
simple circumstance of becoming a new
father. | can only hope you Il be as lucky
as | was!

| found myself becoming very pro-
tective and thinking a lot about what |
would do in di erent situations. | start-
ed learning about self-defense. | started
buying books, magazines and whatever
| could get my hands on. | bought books
about guns! Growing up with my dad,
we never went hunting because Dad
wasn t a hunter. But, he did like guns and
there were always guns in our house. (I
still remember the rst time Dad let me
shoot his Smith & Wesson 5-inch .357
Magnum revolver!) So my desire to start
learning about guns and how | could
use them to protect my family was a
natural thing to do.

And that's when it happened.

| read an article that changed my life.
The article was The Constitutional Right
and Social Obligation to Carry a Gun
by a guy named Robert Boatman. (Mr.
Boatman has since passed away, but | did
have a chance to meet him face to face
and tell him how much of an impact he
had on me and my family!) This article
opened my eyes to the idea of carrying
a gun with me wherever | went. It made
perfect sense to me, and | was aston-
ished how Mr. Boatman presented it as a
social obligation. | was hooked. | needed
to learn as fast as possible exactly how to

[ A=
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WHY CARRY A
CONCEALED
WEAPON?

Inaworld that seems to get more
dangerous every day, a little
forethought can go along way in
defending your loved ones.

any honest citizens know this, and

they know that when seconds count,
the police are minutes away  at best!
These honest citizens take responsibility
for their own safety and choose to carry
a concealed weapon for the protection of
their own lives and those of their loved
ones. They are not vigilantes, they are not
cowboys or wanna-be cops and they are
certainly not wanna-be killers. They are
people like you and me who

realize that life an.d family 83’425 RAPES
are worth protectlngar:(r; a 14’612 URDERS

dangerous world,

they want to havea ght- 354 396 OBBER'ES
ing chance should crime 751’131 SAULTS

come unbidden to them.
By doing so, they protect not only their
own lives, but the lives of those around
them. They do this by being a deterrent to
those who would do them harm.

Before 1987 (when Florida laws set the
standard for allowing shall issue car-
ry permits), criminals knew it was very
unlikely that their would-be victim was
armed. No more! With the majority of
states now being shall-issue, and with
more citizens carrying guns for protec-
tion on more American streets, criminals
cannot know who is armed and who is
not. This deters criminals and contributes
to the decreasing trends in violent crimes
nationwide. Carrying a gun is easier than
carrying a cop. While the missions of the
police o cer and the armed citizen are
di erent, guns in the hands of trained cit-
izens can be just as e ective against sud-
den attack as guns in the hands of trained
police. The di erence is, the responsibly
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@ CHOOSE YOUR WEAPON

Few decisions are as personal as selecting your sidearm. Whether
you go revolver or auto, remember to focus on what's best for you.

s an American, you have a huge advan-

tage when you want to carry a concealed
pistol. Everyitizen and legal resident has the
right to keep and bear arms, and there are
more rearms available to the average U. S.
citizen than anywhere else on the planet.

Defensive carry handguns will typical-
ly be of two types: revolver or semi-auto
pistol. While available calibers range from
.22 to .50 Action Express, the usual caliber
range for serious self-defense consideration
starts at .380 ACP and goes to .45 ACP, with
stops along the way at .38 Special, .357
Magnum, 9mm and .40 S&W.

Until police departments moved to the
semi-auto pistol to arm their o cers in the
1980s, the six-shot revolver, usually in .38
Special  or its more powerful big brother,
the .357 Magnum  was the standard side-
arm for Americas thin blue line. The modern
double-action revolver is inherently safe. It

is simple to operate, easy to learn to use
(but di cult to shoot well), capable of ex-
cellent accuracy and when loaded with to-
day s ammunition designed speci cally for
self-defense, it will give good service to the
responsibly armed citizen. The chief draw-
back of the revolver is its capacity of ve or
six rounds, which some nd to be too few.
The other choice is a semi-automatic
pistol, most commonly in calibers .380 ACP,
9mm, .40 S&W and .45 ACP. The advantag-
es of the semi-auto are larger ammunition
capacity, faster reloads and greater ease
of concealment. Since a semi-auto does
not have a bulky cylinder, itis atter and a
little easier to conceal than a revolver. The
downside is it having more moving parts
and thus more things to go wrong, which
makes for a greater tendency to malfunc-
tion than a revolver. But with modern pro-
duction techniques, proper training and

proper maintenance on the part of the
shooter, semi-automatic pistols are capa-
ble of great reliability and are widely cho-
sen for concealed carry.

Try out several revolvers and pistols in
the di erent recommended calibers. While
shopping for your carry gun, you should
know that what you enjoy holding in the
shop might not feel quite so good in your
hand when you shoot it. For this reason,
if possible, get to a shop that allows you
to rent rearms and try them out on their
range before you buy. Your choice for a
self-defense sidearm should be the one
you can shoot most comfortably and most
accurately, and that you will carry every
time you walk out your door.

Given careful shopping and the very
wide range of handguns developed and
tailored speci cally for the U.S. concealed
carry market, there is no reason your
choice of a daily carry gun cannot be that
of a powerful and concealable weapon in
one of the e ective calibers mentioned
earlier. Once you choose one, practice with
it until you can quickly and consistently hit
the center of a man-sized target at ranges
from three feet to 25 yards.
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CHOOSE YOUR AMMUNITION

From hyper-modern frangibles to traditional Hacketed hollow-points,

there's never been a wider selection o

Self-defense ammunition is the next
important part of a self-defense sys-
tem. It must be accurate, reliable and ca-
pable of delivering a hard hit. Any e ec-
tive defensive round must hit its target,
preferably stay inside its target and deliv-
er enough power on impact to stop that
target from continuing aggressive action
against the intended victim.

Your best bet for defensive ammu-

defensive ammuntion,

nition includes a hollow-point bullet,
which is designed to expand on impact.
You might also choose ammunition with
a frangible bullet, which is designed to
come apart on impact. Both of these
ammunition types dump the bulk of
their energy into their target and deliver
that energy with maximum force where
it is needed most. Both of them put the
brakes on when they hit the target, so

they are less likely to go through the
bad guy and hit an innocent bystander.
All these factors combine to make hol-
low-point and frangible rounds good
choices for civilian self-defense.

Modern hollow-point and frangible
rounds hit the target accurately and pro-
vide a good chance of stopping an ag-
gressor.

If youre not sure what ammunition or
bullet shape to choose, check what your
local law enforcement agencies are us-
ing. Police o cers carry guns for a living,
and their departments have a strong in-
terest in ammunition that will help their
0 cers stay safe. Whatever ammunition
they adopt is likely a decent bet for you.
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) CHOOSE YOUR GEAR

Qutfitting gourself IS easier and more affordable today than ever
rom budget to premium, your gear is waiting for you.

before.

fter you choose a gun to carry, you

need to carry it. Your carry gear and
mode is just as personal a choice as
your handgun and ammunition. You
want your mode of carry to be conve-
nient, comfortable and very discreet.
With proper design and construction
of the holster/carry system, even a full-
size handgun can be carried comfort-
ably and discreetly all day.

Carry modes vary from strong-side,
back pocket, front pocket, shoulder,
small-of-the-back, ankle, o0 -body
carry in a purse, briefcase or fanny pack
and just about anything in-between
you can think of. For example, some
people might carry the Ruger LC9 in
9mm in their strong-side front trouser
pocket, with an extra magazine of
ammo in the weak-side pocket. Others
like strong-side hip carry for a full-size
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1911 Government Model .45

under a jacket or shirt.

Still others may prefer

a weak-side shoulder

holster for a short-

barreled ve-shot Smith

& Wesson Chiefs Special in

.38 Special caliber. It truly is a

matter of personal preference.
Give thought to how you typ-

ically go through your day. Are

you in your car a lot? If so, per-

haps a shoulder holster might be

for you. Are you usually in a coat

and tie while at work? That might

make it easier to discreetly carry a

full-sized semi-auto pistol most of

the time. Perhaps a small-frame

semi-auto in .380 ACP or 9mm

in a strong-side front pocket

holster might t the bill. Give

thought to your typical routine and
how you dress; try out di erent carry
modes, and go with what works best
or you.
If you are like most responsibly
armed citizens, after a while,
you will have a drawer or a
box with holsters you
tried and retired for
something else.
Thats OK, because
being a responsi-
bly armed citizen
is a journey as
well as a desti-
nation. If were
lucky, we all learn
and grow over time.
Its the same with guns
and gear. Its an art form,
not a science.
The important thing
is to nd whats right for
YOU, to know when and
how to use your gun to
good e ect and to carry
that gun whenever it is
possible to do so.
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QJGLOSSARY OF
HOLSTER TERMS

Holster shopping can be as confusing as gun buying until
you know the ins and outs of it. Here are a few of the
most-often used terms that will help you choose the holster
that best fits your day-to-day carry needs.

APPENDIX

This is more of a carry position than a
style of holster. An appendix carry is an in-
side-the-waistband holster that holds your
sidearm in the front left or right side of
your abdomen. These holsters hang from
your belt or otherwise clip onto your pants
and allow for an extremely fast draw.

BELT SLIDE

This is a very basic type of holster that
slides onto the outside of the belt. Yaqui
and Pancake holsters are of this type. When
worn for concealed carry, they require a
covering garment, such as an untucked
shirt or a sport jacket.

HYBRID

These holsters are typically inside the
waistband, but some outside-the-waist-
band varieties exist. They are constructed
from more than one type of material, usu-
ally polymer and leather.

IWB

Inside the waistband. These holsters al-
low a concealed carrier to carry a holstered
sidearm inside his or her pants, allowing for
more discreet concealment.

OFF-BODY

This refers to carrying guns in purses,
briefcases, backpacks and other manners
in which the gun is not directly mounted to
the clothing of the carrier. It is very import-
ant that when carrying o -body, the carrier
remembers to use a holster rather than just
dropping a loaded gun into a bag or pack.

OowB

Outside the waistband. These holsters
mount to a belt and carry the gun on the
outside of the pants, such as belt-slide hol-
sters and Yaqui holsters.

PANCAKE
This is a type of OWB holster that uses
the pressure created by the belt and the

holster itself to hold your gun in place.
These types of holsters are typically inex-
pensive and can sometimes be used with
more than one model of pistol or revolver.

POCKET

A pocket holster is a sheath into which
you place your handgun and then place the
holstered handgun into the pocket of a pair
of pants or other garment. These are espe-
cially well suited to small and hammerless
guns. It is extremely important that carriers
use pocket holsters rather than simply drop
aloaded gun into their pockets unsecured.

POSITIVE RETENTION

This refers to a holster that actively holds
your gun and prevents it from being re-
moved without intentional action other
than simply pulling. These holsters are most
common among uniformed law enforce-
ment o cers, though some private citizens
prefer them from a security standpoint.

SHOULDER HOLSTER

Shoulder holsters are harnesses that carry
a handgun on one side of the body and pos-
sibly spare magazines on the other. They are
avery traditional style of holster and are well
represented in Hollywood, but most con-
cealed carriers nd that shoulder holsters do
not ttheir needs as well as other types.

YAQUI

The Yaqui holster is a speci ¢ style of
belt-slide holster that basically covers the
trigger of a sidearm and not much else.
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@JEVERY DAY CARRY

Areliable sidearm isn't the only piece of eqmpment you'll need to
effectively defend yourself henit comes time to stop a deadly
threat, the sidearm is important but only part of the necessary gear.

oureveryday carry orEDC  gearis
the set of tools that you as a responsi-
bly armed American carry every day wher-
ever itis legal for you to do so. The core of
your EDC will be a reliable sidearm and a
quality holster in which to carry it, a pow-
erful hand-held ashlight, extra ammuni-
tion in a magazine or speedloader, a cell
phone, pepper spray or other less-lethal
option and a good knife. This might seem
like a lot to carry around, but with the cor-
rect holster and clothing choices, you ll
nd that your EDC will melt into your daily
life as easily as your wallet and keys.
Armed self-defense isnt free, but it

doesnt have to be prohibitively expen-
sive either. As far as sidearms go, there
are perfectly serviceable autos and re-
volvers available for $200 to $300, and
there really isnt a top end of the price
range for sidearms. Quality tactical ash-
lights can be purchased in stores and
online for less than $30, and respectable
knives and pepper sprays can be bought
for approximately the same amount and
sometimes even less. Don t worry about
going all-out right away. Your tastes will
likely change as you become more expe-
rienced, so you can expect to make some
changes to your EDC as time passes.
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WHAT ABOUT THE LAWS?

Concealed carry legislation is young and constantly evolving,

ntil 1934, guns were unregulated in

the United States. That was the year
the National Firearms Act made it illegal
to possess a machine gun unless a $200
excise tax was paid to the U.S. Treasury.
Interestingly, Congress did not attempt
to prohibit the possession, manufacture
or sale of machine guns, instead opting
to discourage and thus limit their own-
ership through the federal governments
taxing authority. In 1934, $200 was the
equivalent of about $3,277 today. Why
do it that way? Simply because at that
time, few people including lawyers,
judges and legal scholars  questioned
that the Second Amendment meant
what it said about the right of the peo-
ple to keep and bear arms not being in-
fringed.

That changed when the Gun Control
Act of 1968 (GCA68) passed in the wake
of the John and Robert Kennedy and
Martin Luther King, Jr. assassinations.
To own a gun today, you must be a U.S.
citizen or legal resident alien. Persons
prohibited from owning rearms under
GCA®68 include:

Those convicted of felonies and cer-
tain misdemeanors, except where state
law reinstates rights or removes disabil-
ity

Fugitives from justice

Unlawful users of certain depressant,
narcotic or stimulant drugs

Those adjudicated as mental defec-
tives or incompetents or those com-
mitted to any mental institution and
currently su ering a dangerous mental
illness

Non-U.S. citizens, unless permanent-
ly immigrating into the U.S. or in posses-
sion of a hunting license legally issued in
the U.S.

Illegal Aliens

Those who have renounced U.S. cit-
izenship

Minors, de ned as under the age of
18, with the exception of those in Ver-
mont, eligible at the age of 16 (applies to
long guns and handguns)

Persons convicted in any court of a

misdemeanor crime of domestic vio-
lence

Persons under indictment for a crime
punishable by imprisonment for more
than one year are ineligible to receive,
transport or ship any rearm or ammu-
nition.

As long as you are not in one of the
prohibited categories, you are federally
eligible to own rearms in the U.S. and
to apply for a concealed carry permit in
most states.

State and local laws regarding gun
ownership vary. Most closely follow the
federal requirements, but some do not.
Check the law in your state for the partic-
ular requirements, and follow them scru-
pulously. For a complete listing of each
state s attorney general and the speci cs
of gun ownership and CCW regulations,
visit www.USConcealedCarry.com/
travel/get-your-ccw-permit.

With new laws passed in lllinois, all
50 states now allow some form of con-
cealed carry. Six states allow Constitu-
tional Carry (concealed carry without
a state-issued permit). Three of those
states also allow citizens to voluntarily
apply for a carry permit.

There are 41 states that are o cially
shall-issue states. In shall-issue states,
the requirements for getting a con-
cealed carry permit are laid down by law.
If you meet the requirements, the state
shall issue the permit. Your right to carry
in these states cannot be thwarted by a
lone bureaucrat.

In nine states, the laws are may-issue.
May-issue states also have a list of re-
quirements laid down by law. When you
meet these requirements, the state may
issue your permit  or it may not, if the
pertinent authorities decide not to. Two
of these states are shall-issue in practice,
but they are still technically may-issue
by law. The District of Columbia recently
transitioned to a may-issue situation,
but legal wrangling within the district
continues to make it very di cult for
law-abiding citizens to acquire the prop-
er permits.
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GETTING @
YOUR PERMIT

f you live in a state that is shall-issue,

your task is simple: nd out the legal
requirements for a concealed carry per-
mit, meet them, apply for your permit
and enjoy your new concealed carry
privileges.

Shall-issue states typically have eligi-
bility requirements pertaining to:

Age

Residency

Substance abuse history

Criminal history (felonies are an au-
tomatic disquali er, as are domestic vi-
olence convictions)

Firearms possession

Training in the legal use of force,
self-defense laws and marksmanship
instruction

Sometimesarequirementto demon-
strate rearms pro ciency

If you live in a may-issue state, getting
a CCW is more di cult, and the out-
come is far from certain. Most may-issue
states have criteria similar to shall-issue
states, but some do not.

Find out the requirements of your lo-
cality, try to meet them and hope you
get your permit. If you dont, if your
jurisdiction has an appeal process, and
if you can a ord it, appeal the adverse
decision as far as the system and your
resources allow.
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AN CARRY
CVERYWHERE 1 GO?

Knowing the law is as important as being able to hit your target.

C oncealed carry permits are not rec-
ognized everywhere. The federal
government and all states have places
where they do not allow any rearms,
much less concealed ones, regardless
of the permits you have. The o -limits
places usually include, but are not lim-
ited to, courtrooms, jails, police stations,
school zones and the sterile area of
airports. Every jurisdiction has its own
rules.

Unlike a driver s license, states are not
required to honor concealed carry per-
mits issued by other states (although
some states do have reciprocal agree-
ments with other states that have sim-
ilar laws). Because of this, and because

the o -limitsareasdi erfrom one place
to another, you will need to be prudent
when traveling outside your home ter-
ritory.

The July 2011 issue of Concealed Car
ry Magazine ran an article that went into
the subject of traveling armed in some
depth. You can view that story here:
www.usconcealedcarry.com/seeing-
the-usa-while-legally-armed/.

An internet resource that includes
thorough coverage of state laws gov-
erning concealed carry for all 50 states
and the District of Columbia is Hand-
gunLaw.US, found at www.Handgun-
Law.US/documents/USRVCarCarry.
pdf.

Thanks to the dramatic increase in
the number of concealed carry permits
over the past 25 years and rising public
demand, as mentioned above, many
states have established reciprocity pro-
cedures, allowing carry permits issued
by one state to be honored in some oth-
er states. For example, 22 other states
will honor a concealed rearm permit
issued in Nevada. Nevada itself will hon-
or both resident and non-resident carry
permits issued by 15 other states.

The list of which states honor permits
from other states (and which states
permits they will honor) is constant-
ly changing. Before you travel outside
your own state, you should always check
to see if your carry permit is valid where
you are going. You should also brush up
on the rules of carry in that jurisdiction.

The USCCA maintains reciprocity in-
formation on their website at www.
USConcealedCarry.com/travel. It is a
powerful tool for you to use and is al-
ways available to reference prior to trav-
eling across any state lines.
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|s the armed lifestyle for you?

ho do you tell about your defensive

handgun? While many people might
be understanding and supportive, many
others might not share your enthusi-
asm for carrying a rearm for personal
defense, and they might be uncomfort-
able, or even o ended, by your carrying
in their presence. Others might be unable
to keep from talking about it and drawing
unwanted attention to the fact that youre
carrying.

Its usually a good idea to focus on the
word concealed in the phrase concealed
carry and choose to tell very few peo-
ple that you routinely carry a pistol on or
about your person almost every time you
walk out your door. Your spouse or signif-
icant other will certainly know, and close
friends may know, but you should keep
the number of those in the know as small
as possible. Most people dont need to
know that you are carrying, and if a situa-
tion arises where its use is needed in their
presence, they will nd out soon enough.

This gives rise to another important so-
cial consideration of carrying a gun: What
should family and friends do should you
need to use your gun when you are with
them? Unless you and they are proper-
ly trained in advance of the event, their
presence can needlessly complicate
things at best, and lead to possibly tragic
results at worst. The short answer to this
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is outside the scope of this survey report,
but it is of such importance that it should
commend to your attention the serious,
deep and frequent study of the legal af-
termaths of a defensive shooting.

For now, give serious and sober
thought to what you will do in the imme-

problem is: The one with the gun is in condiate aftermath of a defensive shooting.

mand. You should intend to only draw
your weapon in dire emergencies, when
there is no other choice except to use the
gun or see yourself or other innocents die
or be seriously harmed. Your spouse, chil-
dren and close friends should know to do
what you tell them in such situations, and
to get out of the way and under cover and
stay there until you tell them otherwise.
Another important topic is your social
contacts after a defensive gun use. This is
the confrontation with the criminal justice
system discussed earlier. You ve defended
your life with a gun, and the police have
you in custody. Your one phone call is to
your spouse. Does he or she know what
to do in that situation? A full discussion
of this topic, though of vital importance,

For example, what should you say when
you call the police? Do you need to call
an attorney? Should you ask your attor-
ney to come to the scene? Probably most
important is: Do you have an attorney
lined up ahead of time that you can call
as needed? The very worst of all possible
times to look for a lawyer is when you are
sitting in a jail cell after successfully de-
fending your life with a gun. You need to
think about it NOW, when you are calm,
when your life and freedom are not in
jeopardy and when you can take your
time, ask for advice and study the avail-
able literature (theres plenty out there!).
You should study the products on the
market designed to aid you in this very
situation (including paying legal fees)

and choose the one that best meets your
needs and your purse, all in the quiet of
your own home with no pressure on you
at all. After all, how will you pay the legal
expenses associated with even a righ-
teous shooting  one where you are not
criminally charged or sued civilly after the
fact? The United States Concealed Carry
Association can help. Our Self-Defense
SHIELD bene tincludes an insurance pol-
icy that designates its members as bene-
ciaries.

No individual underwriting is required.
The USCCA owns and pays for the policy
while its members automatically get the
bene ts. This liability policy is underwrit-
ten by the Savers Property and Casualty
Insurance Company, a subsidiary of the
Meadowbrook Insurance Group. Mead-
owbrook Insurance Group, Inc. and its
insurance company subsidiaries have
been rated A- (Excellent) by A.M. Best
Company. In 2010, Meadowbrook Insur-
ance Group, Inc. wrote $801,900,000 in
policies. See more information at www.
USConcealedCarry.com/membership/.
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TIPS FOR TRAVELERS @

Flying with your sidearm is legal, but it can present its own
challenges. Itis imperative that you know and understand all
laws and regulations surrounding traveling with a gun.

K, I know that a pistol must be in aas it follows the packing guide-
secure case with a TSA-approvetines described above.
lock in order to y with it in checked So even though | would con-

baggage.

sult the website personally and

My question is this: Is there a sectiopossibly make a phone call to
stating that ammo can also be in thata TSA agent or a 2A attorney,
same secure case with the pistol? Caib certainly seems that you
the ammunition be in a loaded maga would be within your
zine, or does it have to be in its originatights to transport loaded
packaging? Would a GunVault or simi magazines in the same

lar device be su cient?
Art, via email

Art,

Perhaps not surprisingly, the Feds
are a little ambiguous on this one. Ac-
cording to the TSA website (www.
tsa.gov/traveler-information/fire-
arms-and-ammunition), Travelers
must securely pack any ammunition
in ber (such as cardboard), wood or
metal boxes or other packaging specif-
ically designed to carry small amounts
of ammunition. Firearm magazines and
ammunition clips must be securely
boxed or included within a hard-sided
case containing an unloaded rearm.
Small arms ammunition, including am-
munition not exceeding .75 caliber for
a ri e or pistol and shotgun shells of
any gauge, may be carried in the same
hard-sided case as the rearm, as long

lockable hard-sided case
as you are transporting
the unloaded rearm
provided that they are
packed in ber (such
as cardboard), wood or
metal boxes or other
packaging speci cally
designed to carry small
amounts of ammunition.
That said, | will be pack-
ing my ammunition in original
factory boxes simply to streamline
my travel and minimize my chances
of running afoul of a TSA agent who
maybe hasnt done his or her home-
work.

Stay safe,

Ed Combs

Associate Editor
Concealed Carry Magazine
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i Alocking hard case is
required whenever

transporting a rearm in
checked baggage
onboard a commercial
aircraft. Be prepared

to demonstrate to the
gate agent that the pistol
is unloaded and that any
ammunition is properly
stored in accordance with
TSA regulations.



SITUATIONAL
AWARENESS
AND CONFLICT
AVOIDANCE

Staying alert and focused is the top priority,

here is a phrase that you will hear again and again from the USCCA:
Its better to avoid a ght than to win one. What this means is that
its better for you to keep your head about you, pay attention to your
surroundings and be able to avoid trouble than it is for you to be able
to shoot your way out of a life-threatening attack.
With proper situational awareness and con ict avoidance skills, you
can usually skate around situations less-aware individuals might have
to shoot their way out of.

PAY ATTENTION

Just as the door only works if you lock it, your brain and eyes only work
if you use them. Make sure that you re alert and watching your immedi-
ate area. Dont let clothing, eyewear or personal electronics block your
vision or distract you from being able to see and hear your surroundings.

WATCH WHO’S WATCHING YOU

Predators size up their prey before attacking. This is true for croco-
diles and sharks, and it s true for violently predatory humans. Be aware
of who is watching your movements, and if you notice that someone
is watching, make eye contact so this person knows that you know he
or she is watching you.

WHEN IN DOUBT, GET OUT

Con ict avoidance means just that: avoiding con ict. If you feel
that you might be in physical danger, you need to do what you can
to change that. If you feel like someone is following you, walk into the
next open business or move to the opposite side of the street. Make
sure whoever is following you knows that you see him or her, and if
this person begins to approach, shine your ashlight in his or her face
and tell the person to get away.

DON'T GO ANYWHERE WITH YOUR GUN
YOU WOULDN'T GO WITHOUT YOUR GUN

This is one of the most important realities of the armed lifestyle:
Your sidearm isn t a substitution for good common sense. Your gun is
not magical, and your permit to carry doesnt make you a superhero.
Your capacity to avoid trouble and the level of awareness you re will-
ing to maintain will be measures of your success as a concealed carri-
er, not how quickly you can execute the draw and how many bullets
you put into the 10-ring.
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WHAT TO SAY TO
THE POLICE IF YOU
ARE FORCED TO
DEFEND YOURSELF

WITH A GUN

Inthe event that you are forced to defend yourself
from a lethal threat with your firearm, the next few
moments are extremely important

ome individuals claim that the best thing to do after youre

forced to shoot in self-defense is to not say a word until your
lawyer is present. This is a recipe for disaster. If you are forced to
defend yourself, and you are forced to do so by even just draw-
ing your gun, you need to dial 911 immediately and report exactly
what happened to police. In the vast majority of cases, the rst par-
ty to contact law enforcement is seen by the justice system as the
victim, so make that call right away.

After the police arrive, it is imperative that you no longer be
holding your gun and that you physically cooperate with them in
every way. You will likely be handcu ed, and you might even be
placed in a police car until the law enforcement o cers can phys-
ically secure the scene of the shooting and gure out what hap-
pened. Heres where what you say and how you say it become so
consequential.

As soon as you have the opportunity, you need to alert respond-
ing law enforcement that you were attacked with deadly force,
that you were in fear for your life and that you shot because it was
your only course of action to prevent the loss of life. Point out evi-
dence, point out witnesses and never forget that law enforcement
0 cers are tired, overworked and can miss things. Point out those
cartridge cases on the ground, because the EMT whos coming in
to see if you re hurt might kick them away otherwise. Point out the
witnesses who recorded the shooting on their cell phones, be-
cause they might not just walk up out of the crowd and volunteer
to tell the police what they just saw.

After you ve given the law enforcement o cers the bare bones
of what happened  you were attacked with deadly force, in di-
rect fear for your life and responded accordingly  you need to tell
them that you intend to cooperate fully but will need to have a law-
yer present to say any more than you already have. Remember: If
cops are forced to shoot someone, they re spirited away from news
cameras and given time to cool down and collect their thoughts
before telling their side of the story; you need to do the same.
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@ TRAINING CHECKLIST

To respect your instructor's time is to respect your instructor, and
whenever you head off to a class, it's important that Kou remember

everything you'll need on hand in order to maximize t

F ew feelings are as frustrating as arriving
at your destination and realizing that
something you needed to bring with you
was sucked into your kitchen table, garage
oor, home entryway or other such shooting
gear black hole. | was well into my 20s be-
fore I nally acquiesced to the reality of the
human condition: | needed to use a check-
list whenever | was attempting to leave my
residence and accomplish anything beyond
locking the door behind me.

But, hey, theres no shame in that. In fact,
in-hospital deaths were reduced simply by
having surgeons employ simple checklists
before and during surgery, so theres no rea-

e experience.

son why you cant streamline your shooting
and training through the addition of a train-
ing or range checklist.

Depending on your circumstance, there
will be other class-speci ¢ gear that youll
include, but this list covers the bare-bones
guantity of equipment that should accom-
pany you to any training seminar or even just
to the range.

Ed Combs

Associate Editor, Concealed Carry Magazine

Proof of registration for the class you
are attending and required class mate-
rials as designated by instructor

Eye and ear protection with backups
Brimmed hat and shooting gloves
Gunshot-specific emergency first aid
supplies

Firearm with which you intend to prac-
tice and, if you have one, a backup
Ammunition for this gun and extra
magazines

Multi-tool and cleaning rod for basic
maintenance and barrel-clearing
Targets and staple gun, thumbtacks,
or whatever you use to affix targets to
backstop

Notebook or shooting journal with ex-
tra pens or pencils

Extra batteries for lasers or weapon
lights

Permanent marker for target identifi-
cation

Seasonal items (sunscreen, insect re-
pellent, warm clothing, raingear, etc.)
Lunch (if applicable)

Water






re you prepared to kill another human being in order to de-

fend yourself or a loved one? Carrying a concealed weapon for
self-defense is not for everyone. It is de nitely not for the faint of
heart  and using it is even less so! Deadly force should be your
last resort, an action you take only when nothing else will work,
and only when youre faced with the imminent threat of death or
grievous bodily harm. Deadly force is called deadly because by its
very nature, it is likely to kill the attacker. The point of deadly force
is actually not to kill, although that might be the outcome of its use.
It is meant to STOP a criminal attack that might reasonably be seen
as likely to cause death or great bodily harm if it is not defended
against.

If you defend yourself with a gun or any other deadly weapon,
you might kill or maim someone. No normal person wants to take
a human life (which is one of society s greatest taboos), but all nor-
mal people want to stay alive as long as possible. Sometimes, us-
ing deadly force is the only way to save your own life or the life of
someone you love!

The time to think about your ability and willingness to take a life
is before you take up a gun for self-defense, when you can con-
sider it in the quiet of your home, with ample time to ponder it
and ask questions of yourself and others. All those things will be
time and e ort well spent as you contemplate actions that will be
life-changing for you and for the criminal  if he survives.
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SCENARIO#1

A wanted parole violator armed himself with a knife and
tried unsuccessfully to rob a man in a car in the parking lot
of a Royal Oak, Michigan, convenience store. Scared o by
someone shouting at him from a nearby vehicle, the knife-
wielding bad guy turned on a young couple with a baby
and demanded money. Hearing the commotion, a CCW
holder in the parking lot drew his weapon and confronted
the would-be robber, ordering him to drop the knife.
The robber reluctantly complied, and the armed citizen
successfully held him at gunpoint for police. Investigators
praised the armed citizen for his quick action.

SCENARIO#2

A Conway, South Carolina, convenience store owner was
leaving his closed store one night when he was accosted
by a man brandishing a gun and demanding money. The
owner pulled his own legally-carried pistol, and in the
ensuing exchange of gun re, killed the 29-year-old robber,
who had a long criminal record. The robber’s female get-
away driver was arrested and charged with attempted
murder and attempted armed robbery. Authorities ruled
the shooting by the store owner justi ed.



S elf-defense with a gun is a ght for sur-
vival. The stakes are, literally, life and
death. Nothing less justi es using deadly
force. But no one reallywinsagun ght.The
best you can do  the very best you can
hope to achieve in a defensive gun situation

is to keep what you have: your life, your
well-being and the lives and well-being of
your loved ones. There will be consequenc-
es of your use of deadly force for self-de-
fense, even if it is successful. One of those
consequences is having to live the rest of
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ARE YOU WILLING
TO ACCEPT THE
CONSEQUENCES?

If you are forced to defend yourself with lethal force, you can
unfortunately expect things to get worse hefore they get better.

your life knowing you ve seriously injured
(or taken the life) of someone.There can
be serious criminal and civil consequences
for even the most justi ed of self-defense
shootings. These consequences can best
be summarized by observing that there are
three separate and distinct problems asso-
ciated with defensive gun use:

1. Surviving the gun ght

2. Surviving the criminal justice system
3. Surviving the civil justice system

Surviving the gun ght might be the
easiest of the problems, but it is by far the
most important. If you don t survive, theres
nothing else for you to worry about  at
least not in this life. That makes surviving
the gun ght Problem No. 1. You do that
by 1) being a responsible gun owner, 2)
being a responsible gun carrier, and 3)
working diligently to achieve a level of skill
with your arms so that you are in the best
possible position to prevail if ever you must
struggle for your life with a rearm.

THE BEST YOU CAN HOPE TO ACHIEVE IN A DEFENSIVE GUN SITUATION IS TO KEEP WHAT YOU HAVE:
YOUR LIFE, YOUR WELL BEING AND THE LIVES AND WELL BEING OF YOUR LOVED ONES.
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SURVIVING THE CRIMINAL

JUSTICE SYSTEM

ou will almost certainly deal with
the police after a defensive gun
use. They will in all likelihood respond
to the scene of the shooting, and they
will treat it as a crime scene. They will
treat you as a criminal suspect, until
and unless they determine di erently.
You will likely be handcu ed, you
might spend a night (or more) in jail, and
you will most de nitely need to explain
and defend your actions to the criminal
justice system: the police, prosecutors
and possibly a jury of your peers. How
well you do that, and the resources you

might or might not have at your dispos-
al to help you through that process, will
have a huge impact on the rest of your
life.

Even the most justi able shootings
can be castin a bad light by sloppy police
work, anti-gun prosecutors looking to
make a name for themselves by hanging
your scalp on their belt or by youif you
cannot convincingly articulate why you
resorted to deadly force at that place and
time. If the police or prosecutor decides
criminal charges against you are appro-
priate, you must defend those charges.

Even a losing criminal defense is ex-
pensive, and even bad lawyers dont
work cheap! The average criminal de-
fense costs around $100,000 and it
can be much more, depending on the
nature and complexity of your case.

While a defense of criminal charges
might not be necessary in your case,
it might well be too. These things can
never be predicted in advance, but they
must be thoroughly considered before
you decide to carry a gun concealed for
self-defense and in advance of your pull-
ing the trigger.
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ave you ever heard the common

warning, If you shoot someone, you
WILL get sued! ? Unfortunately, this
statement is not far from the truth. As-
suming you survive the gun ght and
your encounter with the criminal justice
system, the criminal or his
surviving family might
sue you for using a gun
to defend yourself.

If you are sued, you
must defend the suit or
you lose by default.

The standard of proof

required to win a civil suit is not beyond

a reasonable doubt like it is in a criminal

trial. No! Its by a preponderance of the

evidence, which is a much lower stan-

dard. That means that even if you survive

the criminal trial unscathed, you could
still lose the lawsuit.

Thats right: Even after you

have been successful in crim-

Self-Defense SHIELD bene t insur-
ance-backed protection that provides
upfront funding to nd and retain a
quali ed lawyer who can defend your
good name and your livelihood.

Keep in mind that the full legal after-
math of a defensive gun use, with its
range of possibilities and how to pre-
pare for them, is beyond the scope of

inal court, you can still be thisarticle. Still, it is something you must

found liable for damages in consider
civil court.

Thats why the USCCA

o ers

its members the

and consider well  as you
think through and decide whether or
not carrying a concealed weapon is the
right choice for you.

oo e ey ;j@g P
USCCA
) Y 4

If you re forced to use a weapon in defense of yourself or your loved ones, the USCCA does not want to see
you become a victim of the courts. That s why they ve developed an insurance-backed bene t called
Self-Defense SHIELD. Depending on your level of membership, this bene twill provide you with
upfront funding to nd and retain an experienced attorney who will work hard to protect you.

You can learn more about Self-Defense SHIELD at www.USConcealedCarry.com.




he responsibly armed citizen

trains in the use of rearms. When
you are a responsibly armed citizen,
you maintain a high level of skill at
arms. You study tactics and laws
about use of force and self-defense.
You learn to stay aware of your sur-
roundings so you can avoid trouble
or deal with it promptly and e ec-
tively if you need to. A responsibly
armed citizen is not a law enforce-
ment o cer with a duty to deter
crime and seek out and apprehend
criminals. Thats not the goal! The
goal is to defend innocent life: your
own life and the lives of those you
love. As a responsibly armed citizen,
you know that guns should never be
brandished without need. You know
you will draw the gun only when you
genuinely need to do it, and that if
you do need to use it, you will use it
decisively and e ectively, and only
as much as necessary. Carrying a
concealed rearm for self-defense is
both a citizens most basic right and
most awesome responsibility. If, af-
ter careful consideration and study
of the matter, you are not sure it is
right for you, you should not do it.

ARE YOU A

RESPONSIBLY
ARMED CITIZEN?
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ost states require some level of
training before they will grant you
a license to carry a concealed handgun.
That training typically teaches safe gun
handling, basic marksmanship and local
laws about self-defense. The class teaches
students where guns may and may not
be legally carried. Many, but not all, states
also require you to demonstrate that you
can safely reagun.
This state-required training should be
regarded as the beginning  not the end
of learning what you need to know.
Permit-related training will familiarize you
with the basics of handgun operation and
use. It will give you a nodding acquain-
tance with self-defense laws, but it will
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not make you a responsibly armed citizen.

So, then, to become a responsibly
armed citizen, whats a good goal? Try
this: with your carry gun, shoot accurately
(keeping all rounds red in the center of
mass of a man-sized target) out to at least
25 yards. Can you do it? Can you do it with
your strong hand only? What about with
your support hand only (in case you are
wounded in one hand)? This might sound
hard to believe, but you have to prepare
for anything. You have to be ready to de-
fend your loved ones when they need it. If
your shooting hand is injured, you have
to bereadyto rewithyourlessdominant
hand. To see articles and videos that will
help you prepare for this situation, visit

www.USConcealedCarry.com.

Another good goal is to learn the laws
about self-defense well enough that you
easily  almost re exively  recognize
situations where you are legally entitled
to use deadly force. When you read the
news, look for stories of violent crime.
When could the victim have legally de-
fended himself with a rearm? When
could he not? What elements in the sto-
ry would need to change to make deadly
force appropriate and legal for the victim?

You will also want to become well-
trained in situational awareness. This will
help you recognize potential threats be-
fore they happen. When you see a prob-
lem coming, you can take action to AVOID
a confrontation if at all possible.

This necessary level of skill comes only
from study and practice at the hands of
people who have themselves studied and
practiced for a long time. For the respon-
sibly armed citizen, such training never
ends. Theres always more to learn. Laws
about self-defense change at the whim
of legislatures and judges, and you must
stay abreast of those changes. Maintain-
ing your physical skills and your knowl-
edge of the law is the duty you take up
when you decide to carry a gun for the
defense of yourself and your loved ones.

Finding a trainer is not di cult. A web
search or telephone book will yield many
in your area. Finding a good one is a little
harder. Check the gun store where you
bought your rearm to see if they o er
courses in self-defense and handgun tac-
tics. Ask around at your gun club or shoot-
ing range. You can even ask local police
for suggestions.

Check gun magazines for ads and train-
ing reports for nationally recognized re-
arms instructors. The trainers featured in
those ads and magazines have national
reputations for a reason, and instruc-
tion from them is usually well worth the
price. You get what you pay for, is as
true in the gun world as anywhere else,
and getting good training in gun-han-
dling skills is more important than in al-
most any other endeavor. The USCCA is
friends with some of the top trainers in
the country and has recently launched
its own Firearms Instructor Program.
Check out www.USConcealedCarry.com
for more information.



f you dont do anything else recommended in this report,

do these three things:

1. Get good professional instruction in rearms tactics and
practice regularly with your carry gun.

2. Study the rules of self-defense and use of lethal force in
your area.

3. Make adequate arrangements ahead of time for the crim-
inal and civil aftermath of a defensive shooting, including
identifying and retaining an attorney who will advise you and
defend you in court if needed and securing one or more of
the products on the market for meeting and paying for those
legal needs.

As you start your journey to becoming and staying a re-
sponsibly armed citizen, range buddies and friends from
shooting clubs and gun-rights organizations can be good
sources of information and support. They can point you to
good training sources in your area, and they can keep you
from reinventing the wheel in many ways. You still must do
your own due diligence to make sure their advice will work for
you. There are numerous internet sites catering to the needs

serious and social  of CCW holders and gun enthusiasts
in general. The U.S. Concealed Carry Association has a wealth
of pertinent information available with membership, and
much advice is also free for the taking from our website at
www.USConcealedCarry.com.
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HELPFUL
RESOURCES

A good starting point for your armed self-de-
fense journey is the United States Concealed Carry
Association (USCCA). The USCCAs mission is to
educate, train, equip and insure responsibly armed
citizens across the country. To access top-notch
concealed carry resources and to nd out how you
can become the most prepared protector you can
be, visit the USCCA at www.USConcealedCarry.
com. You might also be interest