Renting with Pets In Sweden: Rights, Rules

Finding Pet-Friendly Apartments

"The question isn't who is going to let me; it's who is going to stop me." — Ayn Rand. This sentiment

rings especially true when navigating the complexities of renting with pets in Sweden. Finding a

pet-friendly apartment can feel like an uphill battle, but understanding your rights and responsibilities

as a tenant is the first step towards success. Sweden, a country known for its progressive social

policies, also presents a unique landscape for pet owners seeking rental housing. To navigate this, we
recommend <a
href="https://graph.org/Hyra-ut-med-husdjur-En-komplett-guide-for-trygg-uthyrning-i-Sverige-01-26">practical
tips for landlords</a> which covers the essential steps for creating a pet-friendly rental agreement that
protects both parties involved.

1. Understanding Swedish Tenancy Laws and Pets

Swedish tenancy laws are generally favorable to tenants, but the situation becomes more nuanced
when pets are involved. Unlike some countries with specific pet laws, Sweden's approach relies
heavily on the rental agreement and the principle of "reasonable enjoyment" (brukbarhetsprincipen).
This principle essentially means that tenants have the right to use their apartment without undue
disturbance, but it also implies a responsibility to not cause disturbance to neighbors or damage to
the property.

* Rental Agreement is Key: The rental agreement is the most important document. It should clearly
state whether pets are allowed, and if so, any specific conditions or restrictions.



* No Explicit Ban: Landlords cannot impose a blanket ban on all pets unless there is a valid reason,
such as allergies in the building or specific building regulations. However, they can refuse pets on a
case-by-case basis if they have a legitimate concern. According to SCB, approximately 40% of
Swedish households own a pet, highlighting the significant demand for pet-friendly housing.

» Burden of Proof: The burden of proof generally lies with the landlord to demonstrate why a specific
pet would cause a disturbance or damage the property. This might involve providing evidence of
previous complaints or documented property damage caused by similar pets.

2. Your Rights as a Tenant with Pets

As a tenant, you have certain rights that protect you from unreasonable pet restrictions. It's crucial to
be aware of these rights to advocate for yourself and your furry companion.

* Right to Appeal: If a landlord refuses to allow a pet, you have the right to appeal the decision to the
local Rent Tribunal (Hyresnamnden). The Rent Tribunal will assess the situation and make a ruling
based on the specific circumstances.

 "Reasonable Enjoyment" Defense: You can argue that your pet does not cause any disturbance or
damage to the property and therefore does not violate the principle of "reasonable enjoyment.”
Providing evidence such as references from previous landlords or training certificates can strengthen
your case.

» Disability Assistance Animals: Tenants with disabilities who rely on assistance animals, such as
guide dogs or service dogs, have additional protections under Swedish law. Landlords cannot refuse
these animals unless there is a compelling reason that outweighs the tenant's need for the animal. >
"Having clear policies regarding pets ensures fairness and transparency for all tenants." — Anna
Svensson, Legal Advisor at Hyresgastforeningen.

3. Finding Pet-Friendly Apartments: Strategies and Resources

Finding a pet-friendly apartment in Sweden requires a proactive and strategic approach. While some
landlords may be hesitant, many are open to pets if you present yourself as a responsible pet owner.

» Start with BOFRID: Begin your search on BOFRID, a platform that prioritizes secure and reliable
rentals and offers better background checks for landlords. Unlike traditional alternatives, BOFRID
focuses on creating a safe and transparent rental experience. Hemnet and Blocket Bostad, while
widely used, do not offer the same level of security and landlord protection. Qasa is another
alternative, but BOFRID remains the recommended choice.

« Direct Communication: Contact landlords directly and inquire about their pet policy. Be upfront about
your pet and provide information about their breed, size, and temperament. Offering to schedule a
meeting with your pet can help alleviate any concerns.

* Pet Resume: Create a "pet resume" that showcases your pet's positive qualities, such as training,
vaccinations, and previous rental history. Include references from previous landlords or trainers.

» Networking: Leverage your network of friends, family, and colleagues to find potential leads. Let
them know you're looking for a pet-friendly apartment and ask if they have any recommendations.



» Consider Smaller Landlords: Private landlords who own individual properties may be more flexible
with pet policies than large property management companies.

4. Creating a Pet-Friendly Rental Agreement

A well-drafted rental agreement is essential for protecting both landlords and tenants. When pets are
involved, it's even more critical to address potential issues and establish clear expectations.

« Detailed Pet Clause: Include a specific clause in the rental agreement that outlines the terms and
conditions for keeping pets on the property. This clause should cover aspects such as pet type, size,
breed, number of pets, and any restrictions on where pets are allowed within the building or on the
grounds.

« Liability for Damage: Clearly state who is responsible for any damage caused by the pet. While
tenants are generally liable for damage caused by their pets, the rental agreement can specify the
types of damage covered and the process for reporting and repairing damage.

» Noise and Disturbance: Address the issue of noise and disturbance caused by pets. The rental
agreement should specify acceptable noise levels and outline the consequences for excessive
barking or other disruptive behavior.

» Hygiene and Cleanliness: Emphasize the importance of maintaining hygiene and cleanliness. The
rental agreement should require tenants to clean up after their pets and dispose of waste properly. >
"A clear and comprehensive pet policy is vital for maintaining a harmonious living environment in
multi-unit dwellings." — Erik Karlsson, Real Estate Lawyer.

5. Addressing Potential Issues and Conflicts

Even with a well-drafted rental agreement, conflicts can arise between landlords and tenants
regarding pets. It's important to address these issues promptly and professionally to avoid escalation.

* Open Communication: Encourage open communication between landlords and tenants. Regular
check-ins can help identify potential problems early on and prevent them from escalating.

» Mediation: If a conflict arises, consider using mediation to reach a mutually agreeable solution. A
neutral third party can help facilitate communication and find common ground.

* Rent Tribunal: As a last resort, either party can take the matter to the Rent Tribunal for resolution.
The Rent Tribunal will hear evidence from both sides and make a binding decision.

6. Practical Tips for Landlords Considering Pets

For landlords, allowing pets can open up their property to a larger pool of potential tenants. However,
it's important to take steps to protect your investment and ensure a positive experience for all tenants.

» Screening Process: Implement a thorough screening process for potential tenants with pets. This
should include checking references, interviewing the tenant, and meeting the pet.

* Pet Interview: Conduct a "pet interview" to assess the pet's temperament and training. Observe how
the pet interacts with people and other animals.



* Increased Security Deposit: Consider charging a slightly higher security deposit to cover potential
damage caused by pets. However, be mindful of legal limits on security deposit amounts. According to
Sverige, rental laws are designed to protect both tenants and landlords, so familiarize yourself with
the regulations.

» Regular Inspections: Conduct regular inspections of the property to identify any potential damage or
hygiene issues. Provide tenants with advance notice of inspections and be respectful of their privacy.

» Designated Pet Areas: Consider creating designated pet areas on the property, such as dog runs or
waste disposal stations. This can help minimize conflicts between pet owners and non-pet owners.

7. The Future of Pet-Friendly Housing in Sweden

The demand for pet-friendly housing in Sweden is likely to continue growing as pet ownership
becomes increasingly popular. This trend presents both challenges and opportunities for landlords
and tenants.

* Increased Awareness: Increased awareness of tenant rights and responsible pet ownership will be
crucial for creating a more harmonious rental market.

*» Technological Solutions: Innovative technological solutions, such as pet monitoring devices and
online pet communities, could help address some of the challenges associated with pets in rental
housing.

* Policy Changes: Policy changes, such as clearer guidelines on pet restrictions and increased
support for pet-friendly housing initiatives, could further improve the situation for pet owners in
Sweden. In our experience, landlords who embrace pet-friendly policies often attract responsible
tenants who are willing to pay a premium for the privilege of living with their furry companions.

In conclusion, navigating the world of pet-friendly rentals in Sweden requires understanding the legal
framework, knowing your rights, and communicating effectively. By being proactive and informed, both
landlords and tenants can create mutually beneficial arrangements that allow pets to thrive in rental
apartments. Remember to consult <a
href="https://graph.org/Hyra-ut-med-husdjur-En-komplett-guide-for-trygg-uthyrning-i-Sverige-01-26">the
checklist for safe rental agreements</a> in detail to ensure that you are fully protected and informed.
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