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Paul of Tarsus (55 A.D.) 
 
Apostle of Jesus Christ 
 
 ​ “Now I want to make clear for you, brothers and sisters, the gospel that I 
preached to you, that you received and on which you stand, and by which you are being 
saved, if you hold firmly to the message I preached to you – unless you believed in vain. 
For I passed on to you as of first importance what I also received – that Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on 
the third day according to the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve.” 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, NET1 

 
 
Ambrose of Milan (390) 
 
Bishop of Milan, Italy 
 
“Paul said thus: I have delivered unto you, especially how that Christ died according to 
the Scriptures and that he was buried and that He rose again the third day according to 
the Scriptures and is seen of Cephas. I Cor. 15, 3-5”2  
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Augustine of Hippo (400)  
 
Bishop of Hippo Regius, North Africa  
 
“What have we got in the gospel? That Christ rose again in the same body as was 
buried; that he was seen, that he was touched and handled, that to the disciples who 
thought he was a spirit he said, Feel and see, that a spirit does not have flesh and 
bones, as you can see that I have (Lk 24:39). What does the apostle [Paul] oppose to 
this?”3 

 
“Is it at this day a thing incredible, that the Body of the Lord rose again from the 
sepulchre? The whole cleansed world has believed it; whoso has not believed it, has 
remained in his uncleanness. Yet at that time it was incredible: and persuasion was 
addressed not to the eyes only, but to the hands also, that by the bodily senses faith 
might descend into their heart, and that faith so descending into their heart might be 
preached throughout the world to them who neither saw nor touched, and yet without 
doubting believed. ‘Have ye,’ saith He, ‘anything to eat?’ How much doeth the good 
Builder still to build up the edifice of faith? He did not hunger, yet He asked to eat. And 
He ate by an act of His power, not through necessity. So then let the disciples 
acknowledge the verity of His body, which the world has acknowledged at their 
preaching.  
 ​ If haply there be any heretics who still in their hearts maintain that Christ 
exhibited Himself to sight, but that Christ’s was not very flesh; let them now lay aside 
that error, and let the Gospel persuade them. We do but blame them for entertaining 
this conceit: He will damn them if they shall persevere in it….Hear Him: He loves thee, 
let Him not condemn thee. Hear Him speaking: lo, He speaks to thee, thou unhappy 
one, He speaks to thee, ‘Why art thou troubled, and why do thoughts ascend into thine 
heart?’ ‘See,’ saith He, ‘My hands and My feet. Handle and see, because a spirit hath 
not flesh and bones as ye see Me have.’ This spake the Truth, and did He deceive? It 
was a body then, it was flesh; that which had been buried, appeared. Let doubting 
perish, and meet praise ensue.”4 

 
 
John Cassian (400)  
 
Deacon of Constantinople, Byzantium  
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“But ‘doctrine’ unfolds the simple course of historical exposition, under which is 
contained no more secret sense, but what is declared by the very words: as in this 
passage: ‘For I delivered unto you first of all what I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again 
on the third day, and that he was seen of Cephas;’ I Cor. 15.3-5.’”5 

 
 
The Venerable Bede (710)  
 
Monk of Saint Peter’s Monastery at Monkwearmouth and of its companion monastery, 
Saint Paul's, Northumbria 
 
 “So of all the men the first the Lord appeared to is Peter, out of all that we have such 
only as the four evangelists [Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John] and Paul the apostle on 
record. For he speaks of the Lord, Paul to the Corinthians, that He was buried, and that 
He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to 
Cephas, and afterwards eleven.”6  
 
 
Atto of Vercelli (960) 
 
Bishop of Vercelli, Italy  
 
“If, therefore, [Paul] only preached Christ crucified, how is it below that he says: ‘I have 
delivered unto you first of which I also received, that the Lord Jesus died according to 
the Scriptures, and that he rose again, and that he was seen of Cephas? And of the rest 
(1 Cor. xv. 3-5).”7  
 
 
Peter Lombard (1140)  
 
Bishop of Paris, France  
 
“‘But now my brethren I make known unto you the gospel,’ of the resurrection of the 
dead, ‘which was preached unto you’. It is not a new one, ‘and that ye have received,’ 
that is to say have judged worthy of acceptation….‘For I delivered this for you in the first 
place,’ that is to say one of the largest, and still, ‘I hand over that [which] I have 
received’ from the Holy Spirit and not feigned. ‘How that Christ died,’ not for his 
necessity, but ‘for our sins’. And I say this, ‘according to the scriptures,’ the Old 
Testament. The death of Christ foretold [in] the future. Hence, Isaiah [says], ‘he was led 
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as a sheep to the slaughter’. And also, ‘they shall take away his life from the earth, for 
the iniquities of my people he was led to the death,’ and, even, I have delivered ‘that he 
was buried,’ and this is similarly ‘according to the scriptures’. For Isaiah says, ‘shall give 
the ungodly for his burial, and the rich for his death’: and again, ‘there will be’ (he says) 
‘the tomb of his glorious’. And also I have delivered ‘that he rose again,’ proof of a real 
death, and this so soon: ‘on the third day,’ to show how we can raise up. And I have 
said this, according to what the scriptures [say]. Hosea, he said in fact, ‘revive us after 
two days, and we shall rise again on the third day, and thou shalt live in his sight’. Now if 
he died, was buried and rose again, do not doubt [that] the dead and buried rise again. 
And, I even delivered, ‘that he was seen,’ after the resurrection, ‘by Cephas,’ that is 
Peter, before other men, which appearance we read in the gospel. Otherwise, it would 
be contrary to the women, which is the first appearance read. And after this, he was 
seen of, ‘the eleven,’ the apostles in the room. Another text, it has ‘the twelve,’ by 
synecdoche [i.e. a figure of speech in which the part is exchanged for the whole or the 
whole for the part] that is taken. For where the greater or more important part is named, 
understand that to the very word it does not pertain: in what way it has been said, ‘Have 
not I chosen you the twelve,’ Judas, however, he was not of the elect: and in such a way 
is said here. For the Greek manuscripts have this number with the article [i.e. ‘the 
twelve’], they may not whoever has [just] ‘12’. But in the understanding of that number 
they are bound: some manuscripts [i.e. the Latin Vulgate manuscripts] have ‘eleven,’ I 
believe that men have rectified this disorder, neither of which, however, contradicts the 
truth.”8  
 
 
Thomas Aquinas (1250) 
 
Regent Master in Theology at the University of Paris, France, and at the Stadium 
Generale in Naples, Italy 
 
 ​ “The things [Paul] received and delivered [in 1 Cor. 15:3ff] are four, namely, the 
death, burial, resurrection, and appearance of Christ. 
 ​ …‘Whether then it was I or they, so we preach’. Here he shows the agreement of 
the preachers; and this can be read in two ways: first, as confirming what has been 
said. As if one were to say: You preach thus, but we do not believe you alone, because 
you are the least of the Apostles. Therefore, the Apostle says in reply: Indeed you 
should believe me, because I do not preach other things; whether it was I or the other 
apostles you saw, they preached that Christ rose and was seen, and you also believed, 
just as I and those who preached, namely, that Christ rose and was seen: ‘Since we 
have the same spirit of faith’ (2 Cor 4:13). 
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 ​ Secondly, it can be read so that the efficacy of preaching comes to the apostles 
from one source, i.e., from the grace of God.”9  
 
 
John Wycliffe (1375)  
 
Professor of Divinity at Oxford, Rector of Lutterworth Parish, and the “Morning Star of 
the Reformation”  
 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, etc. 1 
Cor. 15. In this epistle Paul teaches by many reasons how his gospel is to be praised of 
true men, for the fruit of bliss that cometh thereof; and the word evangele, or gospel, 
means good tidings of bliss…. [The] reason that Paul giveth of the praising of this 
gospel is, that it is a nigh mean [i.e. it is excellent and effective] to save men in bliss of 
heaven. And Paul boasteth not here of this gospel for his person, but by reason of his 
God, of whom this gospel sprung by grace. And this should move true men to take this 
gospel and leave fables. And Paul telleth hereafter of this gospel how men should last 
therein. For else his travail thereabout were idle and without fruit. For the praising of 
God’s word, and holding thereof in man’s mind, should be to produce belief in men, and 
thereby bring forth good works….And thus saith Paul, For what reason should I have 
preached thus to you, and ye should have holden this lore, but for coming of this end? 
And if this end come not, ye have believed here in vain. I betook first to you lore that I 
have taken of God, that Christ was dead for our sins, after the witness of holy writ; and 
better witness may none be, for then must God witness it. Christ died not for his own 
sin, as thieves die for their sin; but Christ, our brother, that might not sin, died for sin that 
others have done. And both righteousness of God and grace, and saving of men, 
moved Christ to die thus. And not only sin of men, for then Christ had died for nought 
and idly without cause. I told you more of belief, how that Christ was after buried, and 
how he rose on the third day, by the witness of holy writ. And that this belief was written 
in the book of life, and men’s souls, and also dead bodies. 
 ​ Paul calls it many scriptures; and Paul tells of six degrees [of appearances], by 
which Christ was seen to live after that he was dead. And this faith should be believed 
in.”10  
 
 ​ “‘I make known unto you the gospel which I preached to you.’ I Cor. 15:1...."Paul 
delivered to the Corinthians the faith which he received from the Lord, the faith should 
be the source of meritorious works that follow. The four articles of the faith of Christ 
preached to the Corinthians which presupposes the incarnation of Christ and the birth. 
For he taught them first that Christ died for our sins not for His own (as is clear from 
Isaiah [53]:5); was buried to prove the truth of his death more miraculous (as is clear in 
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Matthew 27); third He rose again the third day according to the first day and ultimately a 
synecdoche of the fourth [day], beginning the natural day from the middle of the night; 
fourth He appeared to Peter and others (the end of Matthew). 1 Cor. 15:3, 4, 5."11  
 
 
Isaac Habert (1647)  
 
Bishop of Vabres, France  
 
“The faith of the gospel is presented, and it’s deeds, the words, are recognized as 
sincerely true. Such faith is commended for justification and for salvation from the 
mouth of Christ Himself: ‘Every one that liveth and believeth in Me shall never die 
forever. Do you believe this?’ She said to Him: ‘Yea, Lord I have believed that you are 
Christ, the Son of the living God, who comes into this world.’ Again, Christ to the Father. 
‘This is eternal life that they may know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom 
Thou hast sent.’ [Also] Paul’s epistle to the Romans, chapter [10]. ‘If you believe in your 
heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.’ And 1 Cor. 15. 
Several other historical objects of true and justifying faith pile up/heap together. ‘Be it 
known unto you, the gospel which I preached and that you have received, and wherein 
you stand, through which we are saved,’ and so on. ‘For I delivered unto you first of 
which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins, and that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: and that he was seen of 
Cephas,’ and so on. Certainly, all these things are historical, and of faith make up the 
Creed, the gospel therefore of them believed saves.”12  
 
 
John Bunyan (1656)  
 
Pastor of St. John’s Church, Bedford, England  
 
“Now, friend, faith is that which layeth hold of, or believeth the gospel. And that this is 
the meaning read the next verse: That (saith he) ‘if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved.’ So that it is clear that the word of faith is to believe assuredly from 
the very heart, that God hath raised up Jesus from the dead, out of the grave into which 
he was laid by Joseph; and that he was raised again for [or ‘because of’] my 
justification, Rom. iv. 25. As it is written, I Cor. xv. ‘Moreover, brethren, (saith he), I 
declared unto you the gospel which I preached unto you at the first, which also you 
have received, and wherein you stand, by which also you are saved, if you keep in 
memory, or assuredly believe, what I preached unto you, unless you have believed in 
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vain:’ but what was that gospel you preached? Why, saith he, ver. 3. ‘I delivered unto 
you first of all, that which I also received; how that Christ died for our sins, according to 
the Scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he rose again the third day, according 
to the Scripture; and that he was seen of the brethren after his resurrection,’ etc.”13  
 
“Pray, who was he that rose out of the ground, The third day after He for Sin did die? 
Luke xxiv. 34. I Cor. xv. 3-5.”14  
 
 
Samuel Clarke (1731)  
 
Rector of St. James’s Westminster  
 
“the Gospel of St. Luke was only a Transcript of St. Paul’s Preaching: St. Paul himself 
plainly refers to it, I Cor. xv. 5, where declaring unto the Corinthians the Gospel which 
he had before Preached, he puts them in mind how that Christ rose from the Dead 
according to the Scriptures, and that he was seen of Cephas, &c., which appearance of 
our Saviour to Peter, is no where mentioned but in St. Luke’s Gospel, Luke xxiv. 34.”15  
 
 
Christopher Dean (1854)  
 
Agent for the Massachusetts Sunday-School Society  
 
“Beautiful summaries of the gospel are given, Acts 13:16-49; John 3:14-16; 1 Cor. 
15:1-5; 2 Cor. 5:19-21; 1 Tim. 1:15.”16 

 
 
Heinrich Theile (1861) 
 
Abbot of Riddagshausen Monastery, Germany  
 
“For as the great saving acts of God have been accomplished, which constitute the 
main contents of the Gospel (cf. 1 Cor. 15:1-5.): Christ’s death and burial, his 
resurrection and the first proclamation and rendering; those salvation acts, in their 
faithful acquiring the Christian world from all nations and languages”.17  
 
 
Michael F. Sadler (1865, 1892)  
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Rector of Honiton Parish, Prebendary of Wells Cathedral, Vicar of St. Paul’s Church, 
Bedford, England  
 
“St. Paul in 1 Cor. xv. sets forth his Gospel to be mainly the evidences of the Lord’s 
Resurrection, and the first of these mentioned by him is an appearance to Cephas: ‘He 
was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve.”18 

 
“The only sermon of the Apostle St. Paul on record (in Acts xiii.)…is a call to repentance 
and faith, grounded on the death, burial (which is especially mentioned), resurrection, 
and appearances after His resurrection, of the Son of David.”19 

 
 
Thomas D. Bernard (1869) 
 
Rector of Walcot Parish, Canon and Chancellor of Wells Cathedral, England  
 
“The Gospel which the Apostles preached was a combination of historic facts with their 
spiritual interpretations; and the expression, ‘Gospel which I preached,’ is used by St. 
Paul in different places with more immediate reference to the one or the other of these 
elements. In the passages from the Epistle to the Corinthians he speaks of the first and 
fundamental part of his preaching, referring expressly to the publication of historic facts: 
- Christ died – he was buried – he rose again – he was seen of Cephas, &c.”20  
 
 
D. L. Moody (1876, 1895)  
 
Founder of Moody Church and Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 
 
 ​ “Paul says in the 15th chapter of the 1st of Corinthians what the gospel is. He 
says, ‘I declare unto you the gospel.’ And the first thing he states in the declaration to 
these Corinthians is this: ‘Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.’ That was 
the old-fashioned gospel. I hope we never will get away from it. I don’t want anything but 
that old, old story. Some people have itching ears for something new. Bear in mind there 
is no new gospel. Christ died for our sins. If He did not, how are we going to get rid of 
them? Would you insult the Almighty by offering the fruits of this frail body to atone for 
sin? If Christ did not die for our sins, what is going to become of our souls? And then he 
goes on to tell that Christ was buried, and that Christ rose again. 
 ​ He burst asunder the bands of death. Death could not hold Him. I can imagine, 
when they laid Him in Joseph’s sepulcher, if our eyes could have been there, we should 
have seen Death sitting over that sepulcher, saying, ‘I have Him; He is my victim. He 



said He was the resurrection and the life. Now I have hold of Him in my cold embrace. 
Look at Him. There He is; He has had to pay tribute to me. Some thought He was never 
going to die. Some thought I would not get Him. But He is mine.’ But look again. The 
glorious morning comes, and the Son of Man burst asunder the bands of death, and 
came out of the sepulcher. We do not worship a dead God, but a Saviour who still lives. 
Yes; He rose from the grave; and then they saw Him ascend. That is what Paul calls the 
gospel.”21  
 
“I believe that the nearer we keep to the apostles’ way of presenting the gospel, the 
more success we will have.”22  
 
 
Otto Pfleiderer (1877) 
 
Professor of Theology at the University of Jena, Germany  
 
“What Paul says about the origin of faith quite agrees with the above. Owing to the 
historical nature of the object of faith, faith can only come [ex akoes], Rom. x. 17, from 
hearing the announcement of the gospel. It is so far dependent on being handed down 
by men ([pōs akousōsi chōris kerussontos]; ibid. ver. 14); just as the Apostle himself in 
preaching the gospel first of all delivered what he himself had received (from [God and] 
men) – the facts of the death, burial, resurrection and appearances of Christ (1 Cor. xv. 
3 f.).”23  
 
 
Charles H. Spurgeon (1879)  
 
Pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London  
 
“Jesus Christ is the essence of the gospel….Everything is brought out as a matter of 
fact arising from the actual life and death of the Saviour, and I am free to confess that I 
greatly admire this way of preaching the gospel. How does Paul put it? What was the 
gospel to him? Hear him: ‘Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also 
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed 
in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the scriptures; and that he was seen of Cephas, then of 
the twelve.’ Thus, you see, Paul’s body of divinity was the life and death of that only 



embodied divinity, the Lord Jesus. My brethren, always set forth the gospel in close 
connection with your Lord, fetching it, as it were, out of him.”24  
 
 
James Quinter (1883)  
 
German Brethren Pastor, President of Juniata College  
 
“In view of the important relation that Christ’s resurrection has to the conversion and 
regeneration of sinners, his resurrection was made an important part in apostolic 
preaching….Paul’s language to the Corinthians shows what use was made of Christ’s 
resurrection by the apostles in establishing Christianity, and in the conversion of 
sinners. He says, ‘I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the scriptures; and that he was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve,’ &c. 1 Cor. 15:3, 5. The fact of Christ’s resurrection was among the 
first things preached to people to win them to Christ.”25  
 
 
Gotthard Victor Lechler (1886)  
 
Professor of Historical Theology at the University of Leipzig, Germany  
 
“[Paul’s discourse in Acts 13] certainly corresponds to the primitive Christian preaching, 
Paul himself in 1 Cor. xv. 3, etc., giving prominence to the redemptive death of Christ, 
His burial, resurrection on the third day, with the appearances of the Risen One, as facts 
in the history of salvation, which he announces in common with the other apostles.”26  
 
 
B. F. Westcost (1889)  
 
Bishop of Durham, England, and editor of the Westcott and Hort Greek New Testament  
 
“In one place (I Cor. xv. 3-11), St. Paul has given an outline of ‘the gospel’ by which men 
‘were saved.’ Nothing can be more simply historic than this passage. What we call the 
miraculous facts are placed beside the others without any difference. The resurrection 
of the Lord, and His appearances after the resurrection, are taught as events of the 
same kind essentially, and to be received in the same way as His death and burial. 
Together they formed ‘the gospel,’ and in this respect, whether it was ‘the Three’ [a 
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reference to Peter, James, and John] or St. Paul who preached, the substance of their 
preaching was the same.”27  
 
 
C. H. Mackintosh (1889)  
 
Plymouth Brethren Preacher and Bible Expositor  
 
“GLAD tidings were announced to Abraham when it was said to him, ‘In thee shall all 
nations be blessed.’ Glad tidings were also announced when the angel proclaimed to 
the watching shepherds the birth of a Saviour, Christ the Lord, and the praises of the 
heavenly host rang through the heavens: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.’ In a fuller way still, glad tidings were preached after 
Jesus died, and rose, and ascended, as we have it in 1 Corinthians xv.: ‘Moreover, 
brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you….for I delivered unto 
you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures: and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to 
the scriptures; and that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve,’ &c.”28  
 
 
Arthur T. Pierson (1893)  
 
Pastor of Spurgeon’s Metropolitan Tabernacle, London  
 
“Christianity rests on four facts – the death, burial, rising, and appearing of Christ. This 
constitutes the essence of the Gospel. Upon a cross and an empty tomb our faith is 
built.”29  
 
 
William Alexander (1893)  
 
Archbishop of Armagh, Ireland  
 
“If the Corinthians remembered with what argument [Paul] had preached the Gospel to 
them, if they did not make their act of faith with a light fanaticism, four great facts were 
deeply stamped upon their souls – Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, manifestation. 
[apethanen], [etaphe], [egegertai], [ophthe], 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4, 5.”30  
 
 
James Denney (1895, 1908)  



 
Professor of New Testament Language, Literature, and Theology, and Professor of 
Systematic Theology at United Free Church College, Glasgow, Scotland  
 
“When St. Paul defends his gospel to the Corinthians (1 Cor. xv. 3 ff.), he reminds them 
that he delivered to them imprimis what he had also received, viz., that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures; and after some further particulars sums up thus: 
Whether therefore it be I or they – i.e. whether it be the apostle to the Gentiles or the 
apostles of the circumcision – this is how we preach, and this is how you believed. In 
other words, there was no gospel known in the primitive church, or in any part of it, 
which had not this as its foundation – that God forgives our sins because Christ died for 
them.”31  
 
“For what Paul taught in Corinth was the common Christian tradition (ver. 3 ff.); he had 
been taught it himself when he became a Christian, and in his turn he transmitted it to 
others. But Paul became a Christian not very long after the death of Christ – according 
to Harnack one year after, to Ramsay three or four, to Lightfoot perhaps six or seven. At 
a date so close to the alleged events we find that the fundamental facts of Christianity 
as taught in the primitive circle were these – that Christ died for our sins; that He was 
buried; that He rose again on the third day and remains in the state of exaltation; and 
that He appeared to certain persons. The mention of the burial is important in this 
connexion as defining what is meant by the rising. We see from it that it would have 
conveyed no meaning to Paul or to any member of the original Christian circle to say 
that it was the spirit of Christ which rose into new life, or that He rose again in the faith 
of His devoted followers, who could not bear the thought that for Him death should end 
all. The rising is relative to the grave and the burial, and if we cannot speak of a bodily 
resurrection we should not speak of resurrection at all. In the same connexion also we 
should notice the specification of the third day. This is perfectly definite, and it is 
perfectly guaranteed. The third day was the first day of the week, and every Sunday as 
it comes round is a new argument for the resurrection. The decisive event in the 
inauguration of the new religion took place on that day – an event so decisive and so 
sure that it displaced even the Sabbath, and made not the last but the first day of the 
week that which Christians celebrated as holy to the Lord.”32  
 
 
Ely V. Zollars (1895)  
 
President and Professor of Moral Science and Biblical Literature, Hiram College  
 



“The gospel of Jesus Christ consists in the first place of certain facts to be believed. 
This necessarily leads to certain commands which are to be obeyed, and this is 
followed by certain promises to be enjoyed. We are left in no doubt as to what the facts 
of the gospel are. Paul gives us a clear and explicit statement in the following language: 
‘Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you, which also ye have received and wherein ye 
stand; by which, also, ye are saved if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which also I 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures; and that he 
was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve . . .” (I Cor. xv. 1-5).”33  
 
 
Frederick Edward Warren (1897)  
 
Rector of Bardwell, Suffolk, Honorary Canon of Ely, Former Fellow of St. John’s 
College, Oxford  
 
“St. Paul, writing to the Corinthians, said – 
 ​ ‘For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures; 
 ​ And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures: 
 ​ And that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve.’ [A footnote cites: ‘I Cor. xv. 
3-5.’] 
 
 ​ Here the quotation introduced by ‘that’ ([hoti]) ends. It seems to be a portion of a 
confession of faith which St. Paul says that he received.”34  
 
 
H. A. Ironside (1897)  
 
Pastor of Moody Church, Chicago  
 
“Paul’s Statement of the Real Gospel 
 
 ​ Commencing at the first verse of this precious and wondrous portion of Scripture 
[i.e. 1 Corinthians 15:1], we read: ‘Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how 
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that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures’ (see Isa. Liii. 5, 6); ‘and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures: and that 
He was seen of Cephas,’ etc.…we have here a statement of the gospel – the gospel 
which Paul preached; and it is dangerous to preach any other, as we find from Gal. i. 8, 
9 that the person who does so, though it be an angel from heaven, is under a curse, or 
devoted to judgment….see how the true gospel can be put: 
 
1. Christ died [1 Cor. 15:3]; 
2. Christ was buried [1 Cor. 15:4a]; 
3. Christ has been raised again [1 Cor. 15:4b]; 
4. Christ is the object for the hearts of His own [1 Cor. 15:5].”35  
 
 
Sabine Baring-Gould (1897)  
 
Rector, East Mersea, Essex, England, Parson, Lew Trenchard Parish, Devon, England, 
and writer of the well-known Christian hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers”  
 
“In 1 Cor. xv. 1-5 [Paul] declares to the Corinthians what his Gospel was – ‘That Christ 
died for our sins….and that He was buried, and that He rose again….and that He was 
seen.’ &c. It is the same still, a record of facts.”36  
 
 
James Jeffrey (1899)  
 
Pastor, Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Pollokshields, Glasgow, Scotland  
 
 ​ “In what form, then, had Paul preached the gospel to the men of Corinth? They, 
too, like the Athenians, boasted of their wisdom. It was a common saying that no one 
could walk the streets of Corinth without encountering a sage. Did he then seek to 
recommend his gospel in the polished phrases of a fine rhetoric? Did he present it in a 
manner likely to tickle the ears and intellects of his learned hearers? By no means…He 
told his story simply, and let it produce its own effect. He did not trust to the words of his 
own wisdom, but to the inherent power of the truth, and to the accompanying influence 
of the Spirit of God. Well he knew that his own countrymen would stumble at his story, 
and that the Greeks would ridicule it. For it was the story of the Cross; it was Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified that he made the leading subject of his preaching. ‘And I, 
brethren, when I came unto you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
proclaiming to you the mystery of God. For I determined to know nothing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified’ (I. [Cor.] ii. 1, 2). And he defines his gospel more 
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fully and explains the preaching of the Cross. ‘Now I make known unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you. . . . For I delivered unto you first of all that which also I 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that He was 
buried; and that He hath been raised on the third day according to the Scriptures; and 
that He appeared to Cephas; then to the twelve’ (I. [Cor.] xv. 1-5). That gospel, which to 
many of them was foolishness, had proved itself the power of God to salvation to not a 
few who had been delivered thereby from the pollution of heathenism and had been 
washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ…His gospel to the 
Corinthians was therefore a gospel of salvation from sin by the death of Jesus; the 
same gospel preached by Peter and John and the other Apostles.”37  
 
 
Thomas Patton (1901)  
 
Pastor, Coldenham Church, Coldenham, New York  
 
“Christianity rests on four facts: Christ’s death, burial, rising and appearing. Paul calls 
these four facts things that are ‘first of all’ – central doctrines, 1 Cor. 15:3-5.”38  
 
 
Robert Rainy (1902)  
 
Principal, New College, Edinburgh, Scotland  
 
“The Apostle Paul sums up his gospel in such passages as 1 Cor. xv. 3-5”.39  
 
 
John Owen Farquhar Murray (1905)  
 
Fellow and Dean of Emmanuel College, Warden of St. Augustine’s College, Canterbury, 
Master of Selwyn College, Cambridge  
 
 ​ “The cardinal passage [about the Resurrection] is of course 1 Cor. xv. In this 
passage St Paul is preparing the way for an argument on the general resurrection of the 
dead. He is going to treat the truth of a general resurrection, which some of the 
Corinthians were denying, as an inevitable deduction from the fact of our Lord’s 
Resurrection, which had been an article of Faith among them from the beginning. He 
prefaces his argument therefore by recalling the primary articles of the Christian Creed 
as he had delivered them when he founded the Church in Corinth four or five years 
before. He begins with the Death ‘for our sins according to the Scriptures,’ and the 
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Burial. He is not engaged in considering the dogmatic significance of these articles, so 
that the reference to them must, it would seem (if he is not quoting mechanically from a 
stereotyped formula), be meant to lay stress on the fact that Christ had entered 
completely into the human experience of death. 
 ​ In any case the separate reference to the burial, in so concise a passage, is 
remarkable. 
 ​ He then passes on to the Resurrection on the third day, this also being ‘according 
to the Scriptures,’ and to the appearances to Cephas and to ‘the Twelve.’ 
 ​ The other appearances in the list, ‘upwards of five hundred brethren at once, to 
James, to all the Apostles,’ and ‘last of all’ to St Paul himself, may or may not have 
formed part of the early preaching. St Paul does not expressly include them in it.”40  
 
 
William Bramley-Moore (1906)  
 
Vicar of Gerrard’s Cross, Buchkinghamshire, England  
 
“For example, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is founded upon incontrovertible facts: ‘That 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures: and that he was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve’ (I Cor. xv. 3-5). A firm superstructure of Christian doctrine must rest 
upon these facts, as its basis, for ‘other foundation can no man lay’ (I Cor. iii. 11), and 
the spiritual must be founded upon the literal.”41  
 
 
Henry Barclay Swete (1907)  
 
Regius Professor of Divinity, University of Cambridge 
“When…Saul went up to Jerusalem ‘to visit Cephas,’ [Gal. i. 18] who can doubt that the 
conversation turned upon the appearances of the risen Lord; or that while Saul had 
much to say of his experiences on the Damascus road, S. Peter told how the Master 
had appeared to himself on the very day of the Resurrection? ‘He appeared to Cephas’ 
[1 Cor. 15:5] was thenceforth a prominent feature in the Gospel which S. Paul delivered 
to the Gentile churches. I Cor. xv. 3 ff.”42 

 
 
Thomas Carter (1908) 
 
Professor of Greek, Tulane University, Professor of New Testament Exegesis, 
Vanderbilt University  
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“What do we mean by the Gospel? Certainly sufficient references have been given to 
show that it is a well-defined and well-known thing – thoroughly objective. It is not a 
theory nor a guess. It is not a thing gradually forming. It meets our gaze full and fair 
from the very first. It is just as clear in its content in First Thessalonians as it is in 
Second Timothy. Can we discover what this content is from Paul’s standpoint? As to 
phraseology, he calls it ‘God’s’ Gospel, ‘Christ’s’ Gospel, ‘my’ Gospel, ‘our’ Gospel, and 
preeminently ‘the’ Gospel. We have at times other references more descriptive. In Acts 
xx. 24, Paul calls it the Gospel of the Grace of God; later, in writing to the Ephesians, he 
calls it the Gospel of their Salvation; and in the same Epistle he calls it the Gospel of 
Peace. But the fullest statement of the fundamental contents of the Gospel is that given 
in First Corinthians xv. I, where he says: 
 
I make known unto you the Gospel which I preached unto you, which ye also received, 
wherein also ye stand, by which also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word which I 
preached unto you. For I delivered unto you that which I also received; first, that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures; secondly, that he was buried; thirdly, that 
he hath been raised on the third day according to the Scriptures; fourthly, that he 
appeared. 
 
Certainly it is a very perverse criticism that sees any obscuring of the issue here. The 
very wording of the passage, and indeed the whole context, shows that the apostle is 
surprised, if not shocked, that the Corinthians especially should show ignorance of what 
the Gospel message was.”43 

 
 
Joseph Tixeront (1909) 
 
Professor of Ancient Christian Literature, Catholic University of Lyons, France  
 
“The Gospel is neither a science nor a wisdom: it is a catechesis, a teaching: for ‘the 
Jews require signs, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ crucified, 
unto the Jews indeed a stumbling-block, and unto the gentiles, foolishness; but unto 
them that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God.’ (I Cor., I, 22-24); and that teaching St. Paul has not created out of his own mind; 
he has received it through revelation and tradition: “I delivered unto you, first of all, 
which I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He 
was buried and rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
seen by Cephas and then by the twelve.” (I Cor., XV, 3-5.) This is St. Paul’s catechesis. 
And now, some are bold enough to despise that teaching, to deny it; some strive to 



bring back to Judaism the Christian neophytes; this cannot be. True Christians must 
withdraw from the company of those who depart from the received teaching (Rom., XVI, 
17) and thus cause divisions and scandals; they must be firm and keep the instructions 
that have been given them either by word of mouth or by letter (II Thessal., II, 14). 
“Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach to you a gospel besides that which we 
have preached to you, let him be anathema. As we said before, so now I say again: If 
any one preach to you a gospel, besides that which you have received, let him be 
anathema.” (Gal., I, 8, 9.) “We pull down every height that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and we bring into captivity every understanding unto the obedience 
of Christ” (II Cor., X, 5).”44 

 
 
B. H. Carroll (1913)  
 
Founder and first President, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary  
 
 ​ “This chapter [1 Corinthians 15] commences with the statement of the facts 
which constitute the gospel. The first fact, ‘Christ died for our sins, according to the 
Scriptures.’ Three ideas are involved in that fact: 
 ​ 1. Christ actually died. It was not a mere trance; it was actual death. 
 ​ 2. It was a vicarious, substitutionary, expiatory death. ‘He died for our sins.’ 
 ​ 3. He died for our sins ‘according to the Scriptures’ – that the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament and New Testament up to the time of his crucifixion clearly foretold his 
actual, substitutionary, and expiatory death. 
 ​ The second fact in the gospel is that he was buried – he was dead and buried – 
and that was according to the Scriptures. The Scriptures testified that he would be 
buried. The third fact is that on the third day, according to the Scriptures, he rose from 
the dead; and the fourth fact of the gospel is, that risen, he was visible to men, 
recognized by men, and identified by men.”45 

 
 
Alfred Loisy (1914)  
 
Lecturer in the Department of Religious Sciences, the University of Paris, Sorbonne, 
Honorary Professor in the College of France  
 
“It is not quite certain, [but] it is very likely that at least the foundation of a Christian 
community at Antioch is Hellenistic [i.e. Greek] before the conversion of Paul. This is 
significant because these preachers were Jews like Paul of origin, and they acted 
independently of him. A miracle had not been necessary to bring them to Christ and to 



the idea to evangelize the pagans [as it had been for Paul on the road to Damascus]. 
This is because all of these Hellenistic Jews were more open-minded than Paul [was] 
before they adopted faith in Christ, and prior to him they had accommodated to a 
religious ideal broader than that of Pharisaic Judaism. It is to them [i.e. the Hellenistic 
Jewish Christians] that Paul came up against, it is against them that at first he rebelled, 
it was their gospel he finally rallied, except in interpreting he had had his way, just as 
they had themselves interpreted the apostolic message. It is their gospel that Paul has 
received, he admits to having received and summarizes it in the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians when he writes about the resurrection: ‘I delivered to you first what I was 
taught myself, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that he was 
buried, he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Cephas’, etc. I COR. xv, 3-5.”46 

 
 
John Mackintosh Shaw (1918) 
 
Professor of Apologetics and Systematic Theology, Presbyterian College, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia 
 
“St. Paul’s conception of the nature of the fact [of the Resurrection] is plainly indicated 
by the more explicit reference in 1 Co 15, written about the year A.D. 55 (see Sanday, in 
EBi i. 904), i.e., about twenty-five years after the Resurrection. Here St. Paul reminds 
the Corinthians of the fundamental facts of his preaching and of their faith – ‘the gospel 
which I preached unto you…by which also ye are saved’ (v. 1f.). In this earliest extant 
narrative of the facts, which is therefore the primary document in regard to the 
Resurrection, St. Paul’s words are: ‘For I delivered unto you first of all ([en protois], ‘first 
and foremost’ [Moffatt]) that which also I received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he hath been raised on the 
third day according to the scriptures; and that he appeared to Cephas,’ etc. (v. 
3ff.)….We have, accordingly, in documents which all reasonable critics admit, the 
clearest evidence as to what the fundamental facts of Christianity were, as taught in the 
primitive community, within the first decade of the event, by those who were primary 
witnesses of the Resurrection. These were that ‘Christ died for our sins, according to 
the scriptures,’ that ‘he was buried,’ that ‘on the third day he was raised from the dead 
according to the scriptures,’ and that ‘he appeared’ to His disciples. If St. Paul’s 
testimony, therefore, proves anything, it proves that the earliest apostolic witness 
included not only the fact of the appearances of the Risen Christ, but the empty grave 
and the Resurrection on the third day.”47 

 
 



Arthur S. Peake (1920) 
 
Rylands Professor of Biblical Exegesis, University of Manchester, England  
 
“The Gospel consists of certain facts and their interpretation, received from others, 
handed on by [Paul] to [the Corinthians]: Christ’s death on account of sins as set forth in 
Scripture, the burial (explicitly mentioned, not merely to guarantee the fact of death, but 
to indicate that the next clause speaks of what happened to the body), the resurrection 
on the third day also in harmony with prophecy, the appearances mentioned as a fact 
distinct from the resurrection.”48 

 
 
William H. Norton (1921)  
 
Director of the Moody Bible Institute’s Bible Institute Colportage Association 
 

“‘THE GOSPEL’  
1 Cor. 15:1-4  

 
1. A Message concerning a Person – Christ. 
 
2. A Declaration of His Work: 
 
(a) He died. Atonement a fact. 
(b) He was buried. The proof of death. 
(c) He rose. The proof of acceptance. 
(d) He was seen. The evidence of acceptance. 
 
3. An Exalting of the Scriptures. ‘According to the Scriptures’: no mere after thought or 
contrivance. 
 
4. An Unveiling of Man. A sinner, with many sins. Sins deserving death. 
 
5. The Position of a Saved Man. 
 
(a) He stands. 
(b) He has not believed in vain. 
 

Where are you found?  
Have YOU believed in Christ?”49  
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Gwilym O. Griffith (1925) 
 
Pastor of the Sixth Avenue Baptist Church, Brooklyn, New York  
 
“For ‘brothers, I would have you know the gospel I once preached to you, the gospel 
you received, the gospel in which you have your footing, the gospel by which you are 
saved – provided you adhere to my statement of it – unless indeed your faith was all 
haphazard. First and foremost I passed on to you what I had myself received, namely 
that Christ died for our sins as the Scriptures had said, that He was buried, that He rose 
on the third day as the Scriptures had said; and that He was seen…’ (I Cor. xv. 1-5 : 
Moffatt). This is Paul’s gospel. In itself nothing could be clearer, more objective, less 
mystical, more insistent in its emphasis upon external and attested fact.”50 

 
 
Charles R. Erdman (1928) 
 
Professor of Practical Theology, Princeton Theological Seminary 
 
“In establishing the doctrine of the resurrection of the body, Paul rests his whole 
argument upon the undisputed fact of the resurrection of Christ. He tells the Corinthian 
Christians that he is to remind them of this fact and also is to intimate its relation to 
other great truths of the Christian faith and specifically to that of the resurrection of the 
body. These truths he declares to be essential elements of the gospel he had preached, 
which they had received, which they still hold, and upon which, if it is a valid gospel, 
their salvation depends. Chief among these facts which he had received, either by 
tradition or revelation, were these: the death of Christ for our sins, as the Scriptures had 
predicted; his burial; his resurrection on the third day as predicted; and his visible 
appearances to his chosen witnesses.”51 

 
 
A. T. Robertson (1931) 
 
Professor of New Testament Interpretation, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
 
 ​ “[I Cor. 15] 3. First of all (en prōtois). Among first things. In primis. Not to time, but 
to importance. Which I also received (ho kai parelabon). Direct revelation claimed as 
about the institution of the Lord’s Supper (11:23) and same verbs used (paredōka, 
parelabon). Four items given by Paul in explaining ‘the gospel’ which Paul 



preached….The four items are presents by four verbs (died, apethanen, was buried, 
etaphē, hath been raised, egēgertai, appeared, ōphthē). Christ died (Christos 
apethanen). Historical fact and crucial event. For our sins (huper tōn hamartiōn hēmōn). 
Huper means literally over, in behalf, even instead of (Gal. 3:13), where used of 
persons. But here much in the sense of peri (Gal. 1:14) as is common in Koine. In I 
Peter 3:18 we have peri hamartiōn, huper adikōn. According to the Scriptures (kata tas 
graphas). As Jesus showed (Luke 22:37; 24:25) and as Peter pointed out (Acts 2:25-27; 
3:35) and as Paul had done (Acts 13:24f.; 17:3). Cf. Ro 1:2ff. 
 ​ [I Cor. 15:] 4. And that he was buried (kai hoti etaphē). Note hoti repeated before 
each of the four verbs as a separate item. Second aorist passive indicative of thaptō, 
old verb, to bury. This item is an important detail as the Gospels show. And that he hath 
been raised (kai hoti egēgertai). Perfect passive indicative, not ēgerthē like rose of the 
King James’ Version. There is reason for this sudden change of tense. Paul wishes to 
emphasize the permanence of the resurrection of Jesus. He is still risen. On the third 
day (tēi hēmerāi tēi tritēi). Locative case of time. Whether Paul had seen either of the 
Gospels we do not know, but this item is closely identified with the fact of Christ’s 
resurrection. We have it in Peter’s speech (Acts 10:40) and Jesus points it out as part of 
prophecy (Luke 24:46). The other expression occasionally found ‘after three days’ (Mark 
10:34) is merely free vernacular for the same idea and not even Matt. 12:40 disturbs it. 
See on Luke 24:1 for record of the empty tomb on the first day of the week (the third 
day). 
 ​ [I Cor. 15:] 5. And that he appeared to Cephas (kai hoti ōphthē Kēphāi). First 
aorist passive indicative of the defective verb horaō, to see. Paul means not a mere 
‘vision,’ but actual appearance. John uses ephanerōthē (John 21:14) from phaneroō, to 
make manifest, of Christ’s appearance to the seven by the Sea of Galilee. Peter was 
listed first (prōtos) among the Apostles (Matt. 10:2). Jesus had sent a special message 
to him (Mark 16:7) after his resurrection. This special appearance to Peter is made the 
determining factor in the joyful faith of the disciples (Luke 24:34), though mentioned 
incidentally here. Paul had told all these four facts to the Corinthians in his preaching.”52 

 
 
Alfred Edward John Rawlinson (1932) 
 
Bishop of Derby, University Lecturer in Biblical Studies, Oxford University 
 
 ​ “GOSPEL denotes primarily the ‘good news’ of Christianity (O. Eng. godspel, i.e., 
good news, corresponding to Lat. euangelium, Gr. [euaggelion]. See CHRISTIANITY. In 
the Greek New Testament ‘evangel’ and ‘evangelize’ are used especially in the Pauline 
and Lucan writings (‘evangel’ also in certain passages in Mark) to denote the preaching 
or the message of Christianity, and would seem therefore at a very early date to have 
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become technical terms in the vocabulary of the Gentile Christian Mission…According 
to Paul, the ‘Gospel’ received by him and handed on to his converts included ‘first of all’ 
the assertions that ‘Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he hath been raised on the third day according to the Scriptures; and 
that he appeared to Cephas: then to the twelve’ (I Cor. xv. 1-5).”53 

 
 
C. H. Dodd (1936) 
 
Yates Lecturer of New Testament at Oxford University, Rylands Professor of Biblical 
Criticism and Exegesis at the University of Manchester, Professor Emeritus of Divinity at 
the University of Cambridge, and Director for the translation of the New English Bible  
 
“To begin with, Paul himself was conscious of a distinction between the fundamental 
content of the Gospel and the teaching which he based upon it. In I Cor. i. 23, ii. 2-6, he 
recalls that at Corinth he had preached ‘Christ and Him crucified.’ He would now like to 
go on to ‘speak wisdom among mature persons,’ and regrets that the Corinthians do 
now show themselves ready for it. 
 ​ Again, in I Cor. iii. 10 sqq., he distinguishes between the ‘foundation’ which he 
laid, and the superstructure which he and other build upon it. The reference is no doubt 
to the ‘building up’ of the life of the Church in all its aspects. But a study of the context 
will show that what was most particularly in his mind was just this distinction between 
the fundamental Gospel and the higher wisdom (not to be confused with ‘the wisdom of 
men’) which can be imparted to those whose apprehension of the Gospel is sufficiently 
firm. The ‘foundation’ is Christ, or, may we no say, it is the Gospel of ‘Christ and Him 
crucified.’ Paul himself, Apollos, and others developed this fundamental Gospel in 
various ways. The epistles represent for the most part this development, or 
superstructure. But Paul was well aware that what gave authority to his teaching was 
the Gospel which underlay it all. 
 ​ In I Cor. xv. I sqq. he cites in explicit terms that which he had preached at 
Corinth: 
 
‘that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 
and that He was buried; 
and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures; 
and that He was seen of Cephas…’ 
 
 ​ ‘It was thus,’ he adds emphatically, ‘that we preached and thus that you 
believed.’ He then goes on to draw out certain implications of these fundamental 
beliefs”.54 



 
 
Nathaniel Micklem (1936) 
 
Principal of Mansfield College, Oxford, England 
 
“Most important of all, when in writing to the Corinthians Church [Paul] makes a 
synopsis of ‘the gospel which I preached unto you,’ he begins it in these words, ‘I 
delivered unto you first of all that which also I received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he hath been raised on the 
third day according to the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas…” (I Cor. xv. 1-5). 
Here we have the innermost core of the Christian creed in a form that must go back to 
the very first period of the Church’s history before the conversion of St. Paul himself. It 
is quite certain that St. Paul neither founded the Church nor invented the creed.”55 

 
 
William R. Newell (1938) 
 
Pastor of the Bethesda Congregational Church, Chicago, and Assistant Superintendent 
of the Moody Bible Institute 
 
 ​ “[Romans Chapter 1] Verses 3 and 4: Concerning His Son – Specifically (a) that 
He died for our sins according to the Scriptures, (b) that He was buried, (c) that He hath 
been raised the third day according to the Scriptures, (d) that He appeared to various 
witnesses. The good news Paul preached is therefore scientifically specific, and must 
be held in our minds in its accuracy, as it lay in that of the apostle. (See I Cor. 15.3-8.) 
 ​ These great facts concerning Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection are the 
beginning of the gospel; as Paul says: ‘I delivered unto you (these) first of all. 
 ​ The gospel is all about Christ. Apart from Him, there is no news from heaven but 
that of coming woe! Read that passage in 1 Corinthians 15:3-5: ‘I make known unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto you: that Christ died, Christ was buried; Christ hath 
been raised; Christ was seen.’ It is all about the Son of God!”56 

 
“[Romans Chapter 1] Verse 16: For I am not ashamed of the gospel…For it is the 
power of God unto salvation – The second ‘For’ gives the reason for Paul’s boldness: 
this good news concerning Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, and appearing, ‘is the 
power of God unto salvation unto every one that believeth.’ There is no fact for a 
preacher or teach to hold more consistently in his mind than this.”57 
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 ​ “Again we repeat that it is of the very first and final importance that the preacher 
or teacher of the gospel believe in the bottom of his soul that the simple story, Christ 
died for our sins, was buried, hath been raised from the dead the third day, and was 
seen, IS THE POWER OF GOD to salvation to every one who rests in it – who 
believes!”58 

 
“Paul’s preaching was not, as is so much today, general disquisition on some subject, 
but definite statements about the crucified One, as he himself so insistently tells us in I 
Corinthians 15. 3-5.”59 

 
“This story of Christ’s dying for our sins, buried, raised, manifested, is the great wire 
along which runs God’s mighty current of saving power. Beware lest you be putting up 
some little wire of your own, unconnected with the Divine throne, and therefore 
non-saving to those to whom you speak.”60 

 
“Therefore, in this good news, (1) Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, (2) 
He was buried, (3) He hath been raised the third day according to the Scriptures, (4) He 
was manifested (I Cor. 15:3 ff), - in this good news there is revealed, now openly for the 
first time, God’s righteousness on the principle of faith. We simply hear and believe: 
and, as we shall find, God reckons us righteous; our guilt having been put away by the 
blood of Christ forever, and we ourselves declared to be the righteousness of God in 
Him!”61 

 
 
Michael Ramsey (1946) 
 
Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge University, Bishop of Durham, Archbishop of 
York, and the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury 
 
“Paul wrote to the Christians of Corinth to remind them of what he had originally taught 
them, and he hastened to say that his teaching did not originate with himself: he had 
‘received’ the form of it, handed down from an earlier tradition: 
 
‘How that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, 
and that he hath been raised on the third day according to the scriptures: and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.’ (I Cor. xv. 3-5.)”62 

 
“The Gospel was that Christ died, was buried, was raised and appeared; it implies the 
empty tomb. But the most prominent part of the evidence was the appearances: for it 
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was the appearances that brought to the Apostles not only evidence but more than 
evidence in the thrilling consciousness of Christ Himself, glorified and victorious. 
 

 ‘He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.’  
 
Those were the experiences that mattered intensely to the Apostles, as evidence and 
as far more. But for the generations to come there was need for greater recourse to that 
part of the evidence that was not bound up with the particular experiences of the 
disciples and that spoke plainly of the event that lay behind. It is this evidence which the 
evangelists set out when they include the narratives of the empty tomb; and in so doing 
they make complete for all time their witness to the Gospel: 
 
‘How that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
and that he was buried, 
and that he hath been raised on the third day according to the scriptures: 
and that he appeared…’”63 

 
 
W. Graham Scroggie (1948) 
 
Pastor of Spurgeon’s Metropolitan Tabernacle, London 
 
“Paul summarizes the true gospel when he says that ‘Christ died for our sins…and was 
buried, and rose again the third day…and was seen…’ (I Cor. xv. 3-5).”64 

 
 
Chester E. Tulga (1950) 
 
President of the Conservative Baptist Fellowship of Northern Baptists 
 
 ​ “The Apostle Paul, called and anointed to be a missionary to the Gentile world 
and filled with the Holy Spirit, gives us an official definition of the gospel, which he 
preached and by which men were saved, in I Corinthians 15:1-5, ‘Moreover, brethren, I 
declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 
and that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve….’ If Paul did not speak by the Holy 
Spirit in this declaration, if his word, therefore, is not authoritative, then let no one today 
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think that he ever does speak by the Holy Spirit, and let him not use the rest of this 
fifteenth chapter, which reveals the fact and the nature of the resurrection, or any other 
of Paul’s words.”65 

 
 
Philip Carrington (1952) 
 
7th Bishop of Quebec and 11th Metropolitan of Canada  
 
 ​ “In I Cor. Paul states that he was sent by Christ to ‘preach the gospel’ (i. 17). This 
reads as if it were meant to be understood of general evangelistic activity. His 
subject-matter was ‘Christ crucified’ (i. 23), or ‘Jesus Christ, and him crucified’ (ii. 2). At 
the end of the epistle, however, he reverts to the same subject, and there is a question 
of a formula which he had received and which he had delivered to the Corinthians. 
 ​ Now I make known unto you, brethren [he says in xv. I], the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye received, wherein also ye stand…in what words [tini 
logo] I preached it unto you….For I delivered unto you first of all that which also I 
received, 
 
 ​ How that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
 ​ And that he was buried; 
 ​ And that he hath been raised on the third day according to the scriptures; 
 ​ And that he appeared to Cephas, etc.                (I Cor. xv. I-5) 
 
We are here in the realm of fixed oral documents of an authoritative character, and what 
is more we seem to get a good idea of the formulae with which they were ‘announced’ 
or ‘proclaimed’ or ‘delivered’.”66 

 
 
Walter C. Wright (1954) 
 
Author of several Christian books and Bible commentaries published by Moody Press 
 
 ​ “Turn over to the apostolic Scriptures. The discourses of the apostles were 
historical, for the apostles were Israelites, and the Gospel was a fulfillment of the 
promises made to the fathers. Stephen makes his defense; it is a recital of history (Acts 
7). Paul preaches at Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 13:14-31); the discourse is historical. 
Christianity is a historical faith; it rests back upon historical facts. And so the Gospel is 
announced in historical terms. 
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 ​ For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures; and that he was seen…. (I Cor. 15:3-5). 
 
And so history becomes basic to revelation. We know what God is by what He is doing, 
by what He has done. God reveals Himself in action, but how unspeakably sacred, how 
mightily potent, His actions can be!”67 

 
 
W. D. Davies (1956) 
 
Professor of New Testament Studies at Yorkshire United College, Professor of Biblical 
Theology and later George Washington Ivey Professor of Advanced Studies and 
Research in Christian Origins at Duke University Divinity School, Professor of New 
Testament at Princeton University, and Edward Robinson Professor of Biblical Theology 
at Union Theological Seminary 
 
“The first, I Cor. xv. 1-5, presents the Gospel in what is probably a kind of ‘credal’ 
summary of it”.68 

 
 
Vincent Taylor (1956, 1959) 
 
Ferens Professor of New Testament Language and Literature and Principal of Wesley 
College, Bristol, and Examiner in Biblical Theology at London University, London  
 
 ​ “Moreover, [Paul] had already made a confession of his faith, in which emphasis 
was laid on the fact that Christ died for sins and was raised according to the Scriptures, 
and that afterwards He had been seen by the first disciples (I Cor. xv. 3-5). With this 
confession ringing in his ears it was not difficult for him to relate the stages in the act of 
baptism to the events recalled.”69 

 
“In view of the intimate connexion between the body and the soul or spirit in Jewish 
thought there can be little doubt that, when in the earliest preaching it was affirmed that 
God raised up Jesus from the dead (Ac. ii. 24, 31 f., iii. 15, etc.), an empty tomb was 
implied, and, further, that the same implication underlies the words of St. Paul in I Cor. 
xv. 3-5: ‘Christ died…he was buried…he hath been raised…he appeared’.”70 

 
 
John M. Aeby (1959) 
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Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew at Grace Theological Seminary 
 
“In whom…ye believed” (v. 13 [of Ephesians chapter 1]). We were not saved by being 
good because none of us were good. We were not saved by character because in 
God’s sight we haven’t any. But we are saved because we have ‘heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation’ (I Cor. 15:3-5) and have believed God’s message and 
trusted God’s Son (see Phil. 1:29).”71 

 
“If we have believed the Gospel (I Cor. 15:3-5), if we have come to Christ by faith (John 
6:37), then we are ‘in Christ.’ This means that certain things are declared to be true of 
us in God’s Word. Our trouble is that due to a lack of reading and understanding of 
God’s Word, we often fail to recognize these great facts about ourselves.”72 

 
 
Robert H. Mounce (1960) 
 
Chairman of the Department of Biblical Studies at Bethel College, President Emeritus of 
Whitworth College, and a member of the translation teams for the NIV, NLT, and ESV  
 
“I Cor. 15:3-5 sets forth with crystal clarity the message of primitive Christianity.”73 

 
 ​ “There are two sources for the determination of the primitive proclamation. Of 
primary importance are the fragments of pre-Pauline tradition that lie embedded in the 
writings of the apostle. These segments can be uncovered by the judicious application 
of certain literary and formal criteria. While at least one purports to be the actual terms 
in which the gospel was preached (I Cor. 15:3-5), others take the form of early Christian 
hymns (e.g., Phil. 2:6-11), summaries of the message (e.g., Rom. 10:9), or creedal 
formulae (I Cor. 12:3; I Tim. 3:16). 
 ​ A second source is the early Petrine speeches in Acts….”74 

 
 
E. Glenn Hinson (1962) 
 
Professor of Church History at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Professor of 
Spirituality and John F. Loftis Professor of Church History at Baptist Theological 
Seminary  
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“But there were longer statements [than Rom. 10:9] too, like 1 Cor. 15:3-5, where Paul 
mentioned explicitly that he had taught a tradition (paradosis). In the latter passage 
beats the heart of the gospel with its simple and confident rhythm: 
 
‘Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures’ 
‘He was buried’ 
‘He hath been raised on the third day according to the scriptures.’ 
‘He appeared to Cephas’ 
‘Then to the Twelve’ 
 
 ​ This simple Christian theology must have constituted an essential part of the 
didache (teaching), as it did for the kerygma (preaching).”75 

 
 
S. Lewis Johnson (1962, 1971, 2007) 
 
Professor of Hebrew, Greek, and Systematic Theology at Dallas Theological Seminary, 
Professor of Biblical and Systematic Theology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and 
a member of the translation committee for the NIV 
 
“First of all (lit., among the first things) refers to importance, not time. The substance of 
Paul’s message is contained in the four that’s following received, and it includes 
Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, and appearances. These things make up the 
Gospel.”76 

 
“The apostle does not set forth [in Romans 1:16] the details of his ‘gospel.’ The 
interpreter, however, is upon reasonably safe ground in assuming that they are found in 
1 Corinthians 15:1-5. The gospel is the good news of Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, 
and appearances, together with the apostolic explanation of the doctrinal significance of 
these great facts.”77 

 
“There is a harmony in the apostolic band they together agreed on these great facts of 
the gospel. And notice, too, that these great facts of the gospel are the things that we 
are to proclaim today. He died as an atoning sacrifice. He was buried. He was raised 
and was seen. He is the living Lord Jesus Christ through whom if sins are forgiven, they 
must be forgiven. The appeal of the cross is complete, total, and final.”78 

 
 
F. F. Bruce (1963, 1976) 
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Professor of Greek at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, and Rylands Professor of 
Biblical Criticism and Exegesis at the University of Manchester, England  
 
“Paul was but repeating what he had received from those who were in Christ before him 
when he delivered to the people of Corinth ‘as of first importance’ the good news of 
Christ’s death, burial, and variously attested resurrection. 1 Cor. xv. 3 ff.”79 

 
“The things of first importance are four in number: (a) Christ died, (b) he was buried, 
(c) he was raised, (d) he appeared in resurrection to many. Whatever differences there 
might be in primitive Christian faith and preaching, there was evidently unanimity on 
these fundamental data.”80 

 
 
Merrill C. Tenney (1963) 
 
Professor of New Testament and Greek at Gordon College, Dean of the Graduate 
School at Wheaton College, and a member of the original translation team for the New 
American Standard Bible  
 
“The cardinal tenets of Christian doctrine which Paul himself illustrated or stressed 
belonged to the comprehensive body of truth which the church proclaimed. His letters 
include occasional references to the substance of the message which he preached in 
pioneer territory. Paul epitomized the substance of his message in his first letter to the 
Corinthians church. ‘For I delivered unto you first of all that which also I received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he 
hath been raised on the third day according to the scriptures; and that he appeared…’ (I 
Cor. 15:3-5a). He concluded this capsule statement with the words ‘So we preach, and 
so ye believed’ (15:11). He claimed that his gospel was accepted by the entire church 
(Gal. 2:6-10) and that there was no distinction between him and the other preachers, 
except that his ministry was directed chiefly to the Gentiles, whereas theirs was for the 
Jews.”81 

 
“Paul, writing to the Galatian churches, stated that Christ gave Himself for our sins that 
He might free us from this present evil age (Gal. 1:4). He summarized the essence of 
the gospel for the Corinthian Christians by saying, ‘Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures;…he was buried;…he hath been raised on the third day according to the 
scriptures; and…he appeared…’ (I Cor. 15:3-5). The apostle emphasized the 
theological significance of Christ’s death, stating that He ‘who knew no sin he [God] 
made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him’ (II 
Cor. 5:21).”82 
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Herbert Lockyear (1966) 
 
Pastor of Leeds Road Baptist Church, Bradford, England, a leader in the Keswick 
Higher Life Movement, and a guest lecturer at the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 
 
“First of all, Paul states the sum and substance of the sublime yet simple Gospel with 
which he accomplished mighty victories. Christ died for our sins, was buried, was 
raised, and appeared to His saints. If, as one early leader wrote, there are shallows in 
this very full and potent Gospel where a little lamb may wade, there are depths where 
an elephant must swim.”83 

 
 
George E. Ladd (1970) 
 
Professor of Greek and Head of the Department of New Testament at Gordon College 
and Divinity School, and Professor of New Testament Exegesis and Theology at Fuller 
Theological Seminary  
 
“This tradition embodied the apostolic kerygma or euangelion. Paul delivered 
([paredoka]) to the Corinthians the gospel which he also received ([parelabon]), that 
Christ died for our sins, that he was buried, that he rose on the third day, that he 
appeared to his disciples (1 Cor. 15:1-5). It is generally accepted that verses 3b-5 
embody a primitive piece of pre-Pauline kerygma which Paul has received as a tradition 
from [Christ and also from] those who were apostles before him….Probably the 
appearances mentioned in vv. 6-8 were added by Paul to the tradition he received.”84 

 
 
I. Howard Marshall (1970, 1996)  
 
Chair of the Tyndale Fellowship for Biblical and Theological Research, President of the 
British New Testament Society, Chair of the Fellowship of European Evangelical 
Theologians, Professor Emeritus of New Testament Exegesis and Honorary Research 
Professor of New Testament at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland  
 
“I Cor. 15:3-5 is used by Paul as part of his argument concerning what is of primary 
importance in the Christian faith. But this passage too is an extract from primitive 
tradition. It consists of plain statements concerning what Jesus did. They are theological 
statements, for they speak of death ‘for our sins’ and assert that Christ ‘was raised,’ 
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namely by the Father, but at the same time they are historical statements for they speak 
about death, burial and resurrection ‘on the third day.’ There is also reference to the 
Easter appearances of Jesus. It has been argued that Paul is not here attempting to 
prove that the resurrection of Jesus was a historical fact, since the resurrection of Jesus 
appears to have been accepted by his audience; it was the theological deductions 
which were to be drawn from it which were in question. Whether or not this is true of 
Paul’s use of the passage, it is not the case with the primitive use of the passage, for it 
is expressly stated to be part of the message to non-Christians. It is, however, likely that 
even Paul was incidentally ‘piling up the evidence’ for the resurrection, since, if the 
quotation concludes at the end of verse 5, Paul nevertheless continues to cite various 
other appearances of the risen Christ.”85 

 
“[In] reference to 1 Cor 15:3-5, a passage in which Paul summarizes the gospel he has 
received and now preaches. It is a gospel that is concerned with the death, burial, 
resurrection, and appearances of Jesus.”86  
 
 
Colin Brown (1971)  
 
Vice-Principal of Tyndale Hall, Bristol, England, Visiting Professor at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School, Deerfield, Illinois, and at Regent College, Vancouver  
 
“To the Corinthians [Paul] could insist that his teaching on the Lord’s Supper was no 
innovation: ‘For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread’ (1 Cor. 11:23). But the element of 
tradition also extended to the content of Paul’s kerygma: ‘Now I would remind you, 
brethren, in what terms I preached to you the gospel [to euangelion ho euēngelisamen], 
which you received [parelabete], in which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold 
it fast – unless you believed in vain. For I delivered [paredōka] to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve’ (1 Cor. 15:1-5). The 
term ‘the gospel’ also occurs in Rom. 2:16; 16:25; Gal. 2:2; cf. 1 Cor. 15:1). Paul speaks 
of ‘the preaching [kērygma]’ and the ‘preaching of Jesus Christ’ (Rom. 16:25), not in the 
sense of the activity of preaching but in that of its content.”87 

 
 
Ronald James Sider (1977) 
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Founder of Evangelicals for Social Action, Professor of Theology, Holistic Ministry and 
Public Policy at Palmer Theological Seminary, and Guest Lecturer at Yale, Harvard, 
Princeton, and Oxford University 
 
“There is no reason for limiting the traditional element to [1 Corinthians 15] vv. 3-4 as 
does HERING. Since the series of [hoti] clauses depending on [paredoka] continues 
through verse 5, vv. 3-5 would seem to be the minimum which can be designated with 
certainty as part of that which Paul had received. The traditio, then, included a citation 
of at least some of the eyewitnesses….The verification of Jesus’ resurrection by the 
citation of the carefully preserved tradition of eyewitnesses is, accordingly, a significant 
part of the Gospel which Paul considers of ‘first importance’….There are four clauses 
introduced in the same way with [hoti], and the latter three are connected in an identical 
fashion with [kai]: [hoti…apethanen]…[kai hoti epaphe], [kai hoti egegertai]…[kai hoti 
ophthe].”88 

 
 
Don Stewart (1980)  
 
Best-selling and award-winning Christian author  
 
“According to the apostle Paul, the resurrection of Jesus is one of the four pillars of the 
gospel message. He wrote. 
 
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures and that he appeared to…(1 Corinthians 15:3-5). 
 
These four pillars are: 
 
1. Christ died. 
2. Christ was buried. 
3. Christ was raised. 
4. Christ appeared.”89 

 
 
William M. Ramsay (1981)  
 
Professor of Religion and Philosphy who taught for many years at Bethel College, 
McKenzie, Tennessee  
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 ​ “First Corinthians 13 is best loved, but for the historian of Christian doctrine, 1 
Corinthians 15 is the most revealing….somehow the resurrection had been brought into 
question. Paul again begins his answer with the words ‘delivered’ and ‘received,’ 
apparently reminding them of a kind of creed he had been taught at his own conversion. 
Here, then, is the gospel of the very first Christians: 
 
 ​ …Christ died for our sins 
    ​ in accordance with the scriptures,… 
 ​ he was buried,… 
 ​ he was raised on the third day 
    ​ in accordance with the scriptures,… 
 ​ he appeared to Cephas, 
    ​ then to the twelve.                         ​ (1 Corinthians 15:3-5)”90 

 
 
John Reed (1982) 
 
Senior Professor Emeritus of Pastoral Ministries and Director Emeritus of the Doctor of 
Ministry Program at Dallas Theological Seminary 
 
“Throughout the history of the church the biblical definition of the gospel in 1 Corinthians 
15:1-5 has been the accepted view.”91 

 
“The biblical gospel of 1 Corinthians 15:1-5….”92 

 
 
Warren Wiersbe (1982, 1988, 1992) 
 
Pastor of Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, and Distinguished Professor of Preaching 
at Grand Rapids Theological Seminary  
 
“First of all means ‘of first importance.’ The gospel is the most important message that 
the church ever proclaims. While it is good to be involved in social action and the 
betterment of mankind, there is no reason why these ministries should preempt the 
gospel. ‘Christ died…he was buried…he rose again…he was seen’ are the basic 
historical facts on which the gospel stands (1 Cor. 15:3-5). ‘Christ died for our sins’ is 
the theological explanation of the historical facts. Many people were crucified by the 
Romans, but only one ‘victim’ ever died for the sins of the world.”93 
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 ​ “The shoes of peace have to do with the Christian soldier’s standing. Good 
sandals, usually with hobnails on the soles, were important to the Roman soldier, for 
they gave him a firm footing as he faced the enemy. What gives us our firm footing? The 
gospel of Jesus Christ. (See 1 Cor. 15:1-5; Rom. 5:1-2; Gal. 5:1.) Because we know 
where we stand, we are able to face the enemy and not run away. Because we have 
‘peace with God,’ we are not afraid to declare war.”94 

 
“The burial of Jesus Christ is as much a part of the gospel as is His death (1 Cor. 
15:1-5), for the burial is proof that He actually died.”95 

 
“We should test everything by the truth of the Gospel. What is the Gospel? Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures. He was buried and rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures. He was seen alive by many witnesses. If you believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, you will be saved. (See I Corinthians 15.)”96 

 
“The good news of the Gospel is the good news about Jesus Christ, ‘…that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen…’ (1 Cor. 15:3-5).”97 

 
 
John MacArthur (1983) 
 
Pastor of Grace Community Church, Sun Valley, CA, President of The Master’s College 
and Seminary, and author of the MacArthur Study Bible  
 
 ​ “A person does not have to comprehend the full knowledge and understanding of 
the doctrine of salvation before he can be saved, but he does need the gospel truth (1 
Cor. 15:1-5) that he is lost in sin and needs the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
He must know the gospel. The idea of ‘blind faith’ sounds spiritual, but it is not 
biblical.”98 

 
 
Mark McCloskey (1985) 
 
Director for the Center for Transformational Leadership at Bethel Seminary, St., Paul, 
Minnesota, and a staff member with Campus Crusade for Christ since 1974.  
 
“The Gospel:  
A Precise Message  
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Paul concisely and precisely states the terms of the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:1-5: 
‘Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the 
word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of 
first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried and that He was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.’”99 

 
“As we learned from Paul’s definitive statement of the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, 
the death of Christ for sin is the focal point of God’s redemptive plan from ages past.”100 

 
 
Gordon Fee (1987) 
 
Professor Emeritus of New Testament Studies at Regent College and a member of the 
Committee on Bible Translation for the NIV and TNIV 
 
“Among all the things [Paul] proclaimed and taught while he was with [the Corinthians], 
these are the matters of ‘first importance.’ Here is the ‘bare bones’ content of the gospel 
that saves. 
 ​ 3b-5 Even though the material in vv. 6-7 is ‘traditional’ by its very nature, and 
therefore probably belongs to ‘what Paul received and passed on’ to them, it seems 
unlikely that it also belonged to the ‘gospel I preached to you.’ For this reason, plus the 
balanced structure of vv. 3b-5, most scholars consider these verses to be an expression 
of a very early Christian creed, while vv. 6-7 represent further traditions that Paul adds 
at the end to fill out his personal concerns. 
 ​ As to the creed itself….In it’s present form it has four lines, each introduced with 
a hoti (‘that’), thus emphasizing the content of each line….Thus: 
 
 ​ 1) that Christ died for our sins 
                             ​ according to the Scriptures; 
 ​ 2) and that​ he was buried; 
 ​ 3) and that​ he was raised on the third day, 
                             ​ according to the Scriptures; 
 ​ 4) and that​ he was seen by Cephas [and] the Twelve.” 
 
 ​ …Thus [Paul] concludes all these matters (literally): ‘Therefore, whether I or they, 
this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.’....With these words, therefore, he 
is not simply identifying the gospel they believed with the creed of vv. 3-5, but he is also 
tying it both to his own apostleship and to the common preaching of all the apostles – 
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and therefore by implication suggesting that this is the gospel held in common by all 
who believe in Christ.”101 

 
 
Ralph P. Martin (1988) 
 
Professor of New Testament, Director of Graduate Studies, and Distinguished Scholar 
in Residence at Fuller Theological Seminary, and Distinguished Scholar in Residence at 
Haggard School of Theology, Azusa Pacific University, and Logos Evangelical Seminary 
 
“The most celebrated creedal passage that contains the crystallization of apostolic 
teaching on the basic elements of the gospel is 1 Cor. 15:3-5.”102  
 
 
Charles Ryrie (1989)  
 
Professor of Systematic Theology and dean of doctoral studies at Dallas Theological 
Seminary and President of what is now Philadelphia Biblical University  
 

“WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?  
 
And the angel said to them, 'Fear not: for behold I bring you good news of great joy 
which will be to all people.' Luke 2:10  
 
For I passed on to you as of first importance what I also received; that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen…. 1 Corinthians 15:3-5”103  
 
 
Norman Geisler (1989, 1991, 1998, 2004, 2005)  
 
Professor of Systematic Theology at Dallas Theological Seminary and Professor of 
Philosophy of Religion at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Co-Founder of Southern 
Evangelical Seminary, and Founder of Veritas Evangelical Seminary  
 
“The problem of salvation. The New Testament teaches that belief in the bodily 
Resurrection of Christ is a condition for salvation (Rom. 10:9-10). It is part of the 
essence of the gospel itself (1 Cor. 15:1-5).”104 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20131029023934/https://freegracefreespeech.blogspot.com/web/20131029065417/http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor.%2015.3-5
https://web.archive.org/web/20131029023934/https://freegracefreespeech.blogspot.com/web/20131029065417/http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%202.10
https://web.archive.org/web/20131029023934/https://freegracefreespeech.blogspot.com/web/20131029065417/http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Corinthians%2015.3-5
https://web.archive.org/web/20131029023934/https://freegracefreespeech.blogspot.com/web/20131029065417/http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%2010.9-10
https://web.archive.org/web/20131029023934/https://freegracefreespeech.blogspot.com/web/20131029065417/http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor.%2015.1-5


“The physical resurrection of Christ’s body is just as much a part of the gospel as His 
death (1 Cor. 15:1-5)….there are soteriological problems with denying the material 
resurrection of Christ. As noted earlier, the New Testament teaches that belief in the 
bodily resurrection of Christ is essential for salvation (Rom. 10:9-10). It is part of the 
gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-5).”105 

 
“Without Christ’s physical resurrection there is no salvation (Rom. 10:9), for the 
Resurrection is at the very heart of the gospel by which we are saved (1 Cor. 15:1-5).”106 

 
“The NT belief in the resurrection is a condition of salvation (Rom. 10:9; 1 Thess. 4:14) 
and places it at the heart of the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-5).”107 

 
“Jesus’ Burial Was According to the Gospel. Paul used Jesus’ burial as part of the 
Gospel message in 1 Corinthians 15. Burial is an essential part of the ‘gospel’ since 
Paul defined the ‘gospel’ as involving death, burial, and resurrection appearances. 
Burial is the seal of death and resurrection is proof that death is not final (cf. Rom. 4:25; 
2 Tim. 1:10). Hence, burial is a significant symbol since it portrays a crucial part of the 
gospel.”108 

 
“…the full content of the New Testament gospel – including the death, burial, 
resurrection, and appearances of the Lord Jesus Christ….”109 

 
“First of all, the empty tomb is found in the earliest Christian documents on which critics 
and non-critics agree. 1 Corinthians was written by A.D 55-56, and it affirms that Christ 
was “buried” [in a grave] and that he was “raised” from this grave…all the ‘core’ truths of 
the gospel, namely, Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, and appearances are in these 
early documents. So, even if there were later literary enhancements, they would not 
affect the core truths of Christianity which include a bodily resurrection leaving an empty 
tomb behind.”110  
 
 
Miles J. Stanford (1990)  
 
Christian author and Pauline Dispensationalist  
 
“Paul’s Gospel is, ‘For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He 
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures; and that He was seen…’ (1 Cor. 
15:3-5). 
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The heavenly Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ begins with His death; not with His 
earthly life, as Covenant theology teaches. ‘Except a grain of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit’ (John 12:24). 
 
‘But I make known to you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached by me is not 
after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation 
of Jesus Christ’ (Gal. 1:11,12).”111  
 
“Heavenly Gospel -- The Gospel for the Church, the Gospel of the Grace of God, 
Paul’s Gospel, is not mentioned in the Scriptures until 1 Corinthians 15:3–5. ‘For I 
delivered unto you first of all that which I also received [from Christ in glory], that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He rose 
again the third day according to the Scriptures; and that He was seen…’”112  
 
 
Renald Showers (1990)  
 
Christian author on staff with The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, and a member of the 
faculties of Moody Bible Institute, Philadelphia Biblical University, and Lancaster Bible 
College  
 
“Jesus gave two distinct gospels to His disciples to preach. The content of the first 
gospel was, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand’ (Mt. 10:7; cf. 9:35; Mk. 1:14-15). 
 ​ Paul defined the second gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 when he said: ‘Moreover, 
brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you,…By which also ye 
are saved,…that Christ died for our sins…And that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day…and that he was seen.’”113  
 
 
Earl Radmacher (1990, 2000)  
 
Distinguished Professor of Systematic Theology Emeritus and President Emeritus at 
Western Conservative Baptist Seminary, and editor of The Nelson Study Bible  
 
“Hodges puts it simply: ‘What faith really is in biblical language, is receiving the 
testimony of God. It is the inward conviction that what God says to us in the gospel is 
true. That – and that alone – is saving faith.’ This is the faith that saves from eternal 
destruction because it has the gospel as its object (cf. 1 Cor. 1:21; 15:1-5). It would be 
even more consistent to talk about faith in the saving gospel rather than about saving 
faith.”114  
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“What was the content of the good news that especially Paul was commissioned to 
present? He stated this clearly in 1 Corinthians 15:1, 3-5: ‘Moreover, brethren, I declare 
to you the gospel [euangelion]…that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.’”115  
 
 
Robert Lightner (1991)  
 
Professor Emeritus of Systematic Theology at Dallas Theological Seminary  
 
“The bodily resurrection of Christ is absolutely indispensable to the Gospel (1 Cor. 
15:1-5) and to the whole Christian faith (1 Cor. 15:1-19). There simply is no salvation 
apart from it (Rom. 4:25; 10:9). Satan was not defeated and man is without hope if the 
Savior did not rise from the dead as He said He would. The Savior’s physical and bodily 
resurrection three days after He was crucified was the fulfillment of His own predictions 
that He would die and rise from the dead (John 2:19; Matt. 12:40; 17:9).”116  
 
 
Peter Stuhlmacher (1994)  
 
Professor of New Testament at the University of Tubingen, Germany  
 
 ​ “Hence, from the beginning, the Pauline gospel of Christ was disputed. But 
together with the elder apostles from Jerusalem, Paul preached the gospel of Jesus’ 
atoning death, burial, resurrection on the third day, and his Easter appearances before 
Peter and the Twelve (1 Cor. 15:3-5, 11).”117  
 
 
C. K. Barrett (1994)  
 
Professor of Divinity at the University of Durham, England 
 
“The first stage [of faith] is hearing the Gospel; the next is being obedient, that is, 
hearing with faith…It is important that faith is response to a preached, proclaimed 
message. This leads to a further consequence. Because the preaching has a specific 
content (e.g. 1 Cor 15:3-5, 11) faith also has a specific content and can be expressed in 
a confession of faith which is specifically related to the eschatological event of Jesus 
Christ, crucified and risen. In Romans 10:9 (‘If you confess with your mouth Jesus as 
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Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved’) 
there is the confession of faith which, from the believer’s responsive side, corresponds 
to the proclamation summarized in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8. 
 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED  
 
From this point we may proceed at once to the next main division of the substantive 
presentation of Paul’s thought. Paul sums up the Christian proclamation in traditional 
terms in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8. Here it is asserted that Christ died for our sins; that he 
was buried; that he was raised up to life; and that he appeared to Cephas and a number 
of others. The subject of every verb is Christ. The content of the proclamation, which is 
the ground of Christian existence (15:1, 2) is the historical event of Jesus Christ.”118  
 
 
Gary Habermas (1996, 2003, 2008)  
 
Distinguished Professor of Apologetics and Philosophy and Chairman of the 
Department of Philosophy and Theology, Liberty University  
 
“Few conclusions in current study are more widely held by scholars than that, in 1 
Corinthians 15:3, Paul records a very ancient tradition that actually predates his book, 
probably by a couple of decades. It could very well predate even Paul's conversion to 
Christianity. After explaining that he received this from others, Paul succinctly reports 
the Gospel that was preached in early Christianity: Christ died for our sins and was 
buried. Afterwards, he was raised from the dead and appeared to many 
witnesses….The bottom line was that Paul's Gospel teaching, which included the 
resurrection (see 1 Cor. 15:1-5), was approved by the other three apostles.”119 

 
"Most recent scholars seem to agree that, while Paul does not explicitly mention the 
empty tomb, the early tradition that this apostle reported to others in 1 Corinthians 
15:3-4 implies an empty tomb. The listing of the Gospel content moves from Jesus' 
death, to his burial, to his resurrection from the dead, to his appearances. This 
sequence strongly suggests that, however it may have been transformed, Jesus' body 
that died and was buried is the same one that was raised afterwards. Thus, what was 
placed in the ground is precisely what emerged. In short, what went down is what came 
up. Such a process would have resulted in the burial tomb being emptied. That Paul 
does not specifically mention the empty tomb keeps this from being as strong a point as 
it could have been. Still, to say so clearly that Jesus' dead body was buried, raised, and 
appeared would be a rather strange process unless the tomb had been vacated in the 
process."120 
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“1 Corinthians 15:3ff recounts the gospel facts of the death, burial, resurrection, and 
appearances of Jesus Christ”.121 

 
“Virtually all scholars agree that 1 Corinthians 15:3ff records an ancient oral tradition(s) 
that reports the Gospel data: Jesus Christ’s atoning death, burial, resurrection, and 
appearances to many persons.”122 

 
“In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul starts the chapter by saying that he wants to remind them and 
make clear for them the gospel he had preached to them and on which they had taken 
their stand. He then states that he had delivered to them what he had also received 
(verse 3). These verbs are the equivalent Greek words for the technical rabbinic terms, 
which were used to describe the handing on of a formal, word of mouth, memorised 
[sic], formulaic teaching. This is what he had delivered to them and he said it was a 
matter ‘of first importance’. He then recites the credal statement, which is usually said to 
consist of two parallel sentences structured rhythmically as an aide memoire. It reads: 
 
Christ died / for our sins / according to the scriptures / and was buried  
He was raised / on the third day / according to the scriptures / and appeared  
To Peter / and to the twelve.  
(1 Corinthians 15:3-5) 
 
….While [Paul] does not refer to the tomb being empty, it is implicit in the creed. Firstly, 
the creed describes the progression ‘died…buried…raised…appeared’. Whilst modern 
people might be tempted to separate these meanings, a first century Jew would only 
have believed that the sentence implied a continuity. What was dead was buried, what 
was dead and buried was raised, and what was dead, buried and raised also appeared. 
The clear implication of this creed is that Jesus underwent a bodily resurrection.”123 

 
"As long as these data stand, the earliest gospel of the death, burial, and resurrection 
appearances of Jesus also stands. This was the central message not only of Paul but 
also of James the brother of Jesus, Peter, John, and the other apostles."124  
 
 
Richard B. Gaffin, Jr. (1998)  
 
Charles Krahe Professor of Biblical and Systematic Theology, Westminster Theological 
Seminary  
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“With that said, however, it must also be noted that this center is not the person of Christ 
in the abstract but his person and work focused in his death and resurrection. ‘Of first 
importance’ (en protois) in the gospel tradition that Paul has received and passes on is 
‘that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter and 
then to the Twelve’ (1 Cor 15:3-5). Death and resurrection, not as isolated events but in 
their significance and as the fulfillment of Scripture (entailing revelatory, 
tradition-establishing appearances of the resurrected Christ to the apostles), are central 
to Paul's message.”125  
 
 
Paul Nadim Tarazi (1999)  
 
Professor of Old Testament, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood, 
New York  
 
“As to the content of the gospel, it is defined by four main clauses of a single sentence: 
‘(1) that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, (2) that he was 
buried, (3) that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and (4) 
that he appeared to Cephas.’ (vv. 3-5a) It is imperative here to notice that the 
appearance to Cephas (and the other apostles) is part and parcel of the gospel 
message regarding the resurrection of Christ, not separate or optional. In other words, 
there was not a resurrection followed by an appearance to the apostles as though one 
can sneak in behind the apostle’s back and independently contemplate Christ’s 
resurrection. Such imagination is, by the way, strictly ruled out, and thus forbidden, by 
the ‘resurrection’ accounts extant in the four canonical books we call gospels: at no 
point do we have a ‘report’ as to how Christ’s resurrection took place; rather, what we 
always have is either the ‘appearance’ of the resurrected Christ to his apostles or the 
confirmation of earlier appearances to others through later appearances to the apostles. 
Put otherwise, one cannot speak of Christ’s resurrection except in the way it was taught 
by the apostles in their apostolic word(s)…That is why, at the start of his discussion of 
the Corinthian problem, Paul does not say ‘Now if Christ is raised from the dead, how 
can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?’ but ‘Now if Christ is 
preached as (keryssetai hoti) raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there 
is no resurrection of the dead?’ (v. 12) The point is that those who preach that Christ 
was raised from the dead, on whose witness our belief in that resurrection depends, do 
say that there is a resurrection from the dead.”126  
 
 
Anthony C. Thiselton (2000)  
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Head of Theology at Nottingham University and Principal of both St. John’s College, 
Nottingham and St. John’s College, Durham  
 
“Murphy-O’Connor rightly appeals to the demonstrable convention of using [hoti] to 
denote quotation marks, with [kai] to add emphasis. He convincingly sees [1 Corinthians 
15] vv. 3b-5 as a unit, with v. 6 performing the function of adding corroborative 
verification in the public domain…. 
 ​ The content of this early declarative, self-involving, descriptive, and commissive 
creedal confession is now expressed by the four parallel components, each of which is 
introduced by [hoti] or [kai hoti], which effectively serve as the equivalent of quotation 
marks.”127  
 
 
Donald K. Campbell (2000)  
 
Professor Emeritus of Bible Exposition and President Emeritus at Dallas Theological 
Seminary  
 
“The gospel message is simply that ‘Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
that he was buried, that he was raised the third day according to the Scriptures, and that 
he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve’ (1 Cor. 15:3-5). Paul said this was the 
gospel he preached to the Corinthians and it was the message by which they received 
salvation.”128  
 
 
A. Boyd Luter, Jr. (2000)  
 
Adjunct Online Professor of New Testament at Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and contributor to the HCSB Study Bible  
 
“Just as it is very common for preachers to add unnecessary complexity to their 
presentations of the gospel, there is the opposite tendency to over-simplify. It should be 
remembered, though, that there is a bedrock historical basis for the gospel (1 Cor. 
15:1-5) that is true (and, hence, must be articulated and believed) or ‘our preaching is 
useless and so is your faith’ (v. 14).”129  
 
 
Dave Hunt (2001)  
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Christian apologist and founder of The Berean Call  
 
“Paul declared that the gospel is ‘the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth (Rom 1:16). There is no clearer statement that salvation through being ‘born 
again’ into God’s family as His children comes only by believing what Paul called ‘the 
gospel of your salvation’ (Eph 1:13) and ‘the gospel…by which also ye are saved’ (1 
Cor 15:1-2). Paul defined that gospel as ‘how that Christ died for our sins according to 
the [Old Testament] scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the [O.T.] scriptures; and that he was seen [alive by many]…’ (1 Cor 
15:3-5).”130  
 
 
Roger Congdon (2002)  
 
Professor of Bible and Theology, Multnomah Bible College, Chairman of Child 
Evangelism Fellowship of Greater Portland, and Founder of Bible Truth Forum  
 
“God proclaims the true gospel in I Cor. 15:1-5…The gospel includes four historical 
facts concerning the God-man Christ Jesus, the object of saving faith: 1. He died for our 
sins. 2. He was buried. 3. He rose again on the third day. 4. He was seen by many 
witnesses.”131  
 
 
Gary Gromacki (2002)  
 
Associate Professor of Bible and Homiletics, Baptist Bible Seminary  
 
“The gospel of Jesus Christ concerns the death, burial, resurrection and appearances of 
Jesus.”132  
 
 
William A. BeVier (2002)  
 
Instructor in Historical Theology at Dallas Theological Seminary and President of Detroit 
Bible College  
 
 ​ “When one reads John 3:16-18; 3:36; 5:24; Acts 16:31; Eph. 2:8-9, and the 
sermons of Peter and Paul in the book of Acts, nothing is seen referring us to the 
constellations of heaven in order to be reconciled to God and have our sins forgiven. 
The true Gospel is clearly defined in 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 and how to save us from sins, 
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but nothing is said about the heavenly constellations. Paul wrote to Timothy: ‘Preach the 
Word” (logon, God’s Word), not about the stars.”133 

 
"The Work of Christ has to do with His death for sins, burial, resurrection, and 
appearances to witnesses. The Apostle Paul defines this as the Gospel (the ‘Good 
News’) in 1 Corinthians [1]5:1-5. He wrote: Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you, which also you have received, and in which you 
stand; by which also you are saved, if you keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless you have believed in vain [context that follows shows the issue was the reality of 
Christ’s resurrection – no salvation without it]. For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that 
He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures; and 
that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve,… 
 ​ Paul also affirms there is only one Gospel and any other purported to be brings 
condemnation. See Galatians 1:6-9 where he wrote: I marvel that you are so soon 
removed from Him who called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel, which is 
not another; but there are some who trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of 
Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach another gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed [Greek: anathema]. As we 
said before, so say I now again, if any one preach any other gospel unto you than that 
you have received, let him be accursed [anathema]. 
 ​ Paul had no doubt there is only one true Gospel and any departure from it brings 
condemnation. 
 ​ A review of the book of Acts reveals the Gospel of 1 Corinthians 15:1-5ff is what 
the early church proclaimed. See Acts 1:22; 2:22-24, 30-32; 3:15-26; 4:1-2, 8-12, 33; 
5:19-32; 10:38-43; 13:28-38; 17:2-3, 18-19, 31-34; 23:6-8; 24:14-21; 25:18-19; 26:6-8, 
22-23. They preached no other message to unbelievers. 
 ​ The Work of Christ is His death for sins according to the Old Testament Scripture, 
e.g., Psa. 22; Isa. 53, His burial (proof of His death), His resurrection according to the 
Scripture, e.g., Psa. 16:10, then His appearances to witnesses, proof of His 
resurrection."134  
 
 
James D. G. Dunn (2003)  
 
Emeritus Lightfoot Professor of Divinity in the Department of Theology at the University 
of Durham, England  
 
“Key texts [include]…1 Cor 15:3-5 because it is Paul’s fullest explicit statement of the 
gospel which he preached and on which his churches were founded”.135 
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“Paul’s gospel includes God’s raising of Jesus on the third day. Reference to the burial 
of Christ is included in the summary of the gospel quoted in 1 Cor. 15 to underlie the 
reality of his death and to confirm that the appearances of the risen Christ were neither 
hallucinations nor the mere revival of memories of Jesus before his death. The 
sequence ‘died’, ‘buried’, ‘raised’, ‘appeared’ implies that on the third day, the tomb was 
empty. The passive verb ‘was raised’ implies God’s involvement. As we have noted at 
several points, the gospel is God’s dynamic, salvific act through Christ.”136  
 
 
Rick Whitmire (2003)  
 
President of Go Tell Evangelism, and Co-Founder of the Free Grace Seminary in 
Hampton, Georgia  
 
“Romans 1:16 – ‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the (Gentiles).’… 
 

The Apostle Paul Defines the Gospel:  
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-5 – ‘For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ DIED for our sins according to the scriptures: And that He was BURIED, 
and that He ROSE again the third day according to the scripture: And that He was 
SEEN...’ 
 
The Apostle Paul summarizes the most basic ingredients of the gospel message, 
namely, the death, burial, resurrection, and appearances of the resurrected Christ. 
 
 ​ a. This is the one place where the historical elements of the gospel are clearly 
defined. 
 
Our responsibility is to make the gospel clear and Biblical. But in order to do so, we 
must have a clear understanding of what the gospel means in the New Testament. 
These verses, give us the heart of the gospel. Note the four clauses introduced in 
verses 3-5. 
 
 ​ b. The Apostles [sic] Paul in defining the gospel uses four verbs: 
 
     ​ 1). Christ Died. ... 
     ​ 2). Christ was Buried. ... 
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     ​ 3). Christ Rose. ... 
     ​ 4). Christ was Seen.”137  
 
 
Alan F. Johnson (2004)  
 
Emeritus Professor of New Testament and Christian Ethics and Emeritus Director of the 
Center for Applied Christian Ethics, Wheaton College  
 
 ​ “In [1 Corinthians 15] verses 3-8 Paul succinctly sets forth the essential matters 
that are of first importance (‘foremost’ or ‘top priority’) that he himself received and 
passed on to the Corinthians. This is the earliest creedal formulation the church 
possesses (A.D. 53). Since it has been received by Paul, it is shared not just by Paul 
and the Corinthians but by all Christians. The Christian confessional statement contains 
four historical events: (1) Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, (2) he was 
buried, (3) he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and (4) he 
appeared to Peter. All of these are historical events in time and space, and they are 
linked as if in a golden chain.”138  
 
 
Ray Pritchard (2004, 2005)  
 
President of Keep Believing Ministries  
 
“1 Corinthians 15:1-6 contains a concise summary of the gospel. Paul even says in 
verse 1, ‘I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you.’ Then he goes on to spell 
out the gospel in verses 4-5, ‘For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Peter, and then to the Twelve.’ Notice how clearly he lays out the gospel message: 
 
 ​ A) He was crucified 
 ​ B) He was buried 
 ​ C) He was raised on the third day 
 ​ D) He appeared 
 
Or you might look at it in two parts: 
 
 ​ 1. He was crucified. Proof: He was buried. 
 ​ 2. He was raised. Proof: He was seen. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20131029023934/https://freegracefreespeech.blogspot.com/web/20131029065417/http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Corinthians%2015.1-6


 
Either way the result is the same. Paul regarded the burial of Jesus as an essential part 
of the gospel message. When he preached the gospel, he included the burial of Jesus 
in his message.”139 

 
 ​ “First Corinthians 15:1-6 contains a concise summary of the gospel: ‘Now I would 
remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you’ (v. 1). Then he goes on to spell 
out the gospel in verses 3-5: ‘For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that 
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.’ Notice how clearly he lays out the gospel 
message: 
 
 ​ • He was crucified. 
 ​ • He was buried. 
 ​ • He was raised on the third day. 
 ​ • He appeared. 
 
Paul regarded the burial of Jesus as an essential part of the gospel message.”140  
 
 
John Stott (2006)  
 
Rector Emeritus of All Souls Church, Langham Place, England  
 
“When later in the same letter [Paul] wished to remind [the Corinthians] of his gospel 
which he had himself received and had handed on to them, which had become the 
foundation on which they were standing and the good news by which they were being 
saved, what was ‘of first importance’ (he said) was ‘that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared’ (1 Cor. 15:1-5).”141  
 
 
Ken Daughters (2006)  
 
President of Emmaus Bible College, Dubuque, Iowa  
 
“I also suggest that we’re not allowed to change the message, which is the gospel itself. 
It’s taught to us in I Corinthians 15:3-5 that 'Christ died for us according to the 
scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day and that He 
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appeared.' It continues in passages such as Acts 17:30-31 where ‘God is now declaring 
to men that all people everywhere should repent because He’s fixed a day in which He 
will judge the world in righteousness.’ Our response is summarized in Acts 16:31, 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and your household.’ This is the 
good news that we proclaim. We cannot change the message.”142  
 
 
Keith Krell (2007)  
 
Senior Pastor of Emmanuel Bible Fellowship, Olympia, Washington  
 
“In [1 Corinthians] 15:3-5, Paul is going to clearly and succinctly share the core 
elements of the gospel. He writes, ‘For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.’.…Here are the facts of the gospel. 
 
 ​ Fact 1: ‘Christ died for our sins.’….  
 ​ Fact 2: ‘Christ was buried.’….  
 ​ Fact 3: ‘Christ was raised.’….  
 ​ Fact 4: ‘Christ was seen.’….  
 
 ​ Now that we have looked at the facts of faith, can I ask you a question? Do you 
know the gospel better than you know sports statistics, movie lines, and song lyrics? 
Could you preach the gospel message in your sleep? Are you that comfortable 
presenting the facts of faith? If not, you should be. There is no more important message 
in this world.”143  
 
 
Antonio da Rosa (2007)  
 
Host of the Free Grace Theology blog  
 
“In the 1st Corinthians passage, we have four co-ordinate clauses that make up Paul’s 
gospel message, all divided by the Greek ‘kai hoti’ (‘and that’) 
 
1 Cor 15:3ff 
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received: 
 
THAT Christ died… 
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AND THAT He was buried 
AND THAT He rose again… 
AND THAT He was seen…. 
 
These 4 coordinate clauses…instruct us as to what Paul’s gospel was (in other words, 
the message which he couched the promise of eternal life in).”144 

 
 
Steve Crouch (2007) 
 
Pastor of Bay Area Seventh Day Baptist Church, Bay Area, California  
 
“Paul had an answer to bad theology, and that’s good theology. In 1 Corinthians 15, 
Paul started out, ‘Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you…’ 
Paul had been to Corinth before, and he had taught these people the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ – you can read about it in Acts 18. These people had heard the Gospel, had 
believed it, and were saved. But now Paul found out that some things weren’t going well 
in the Corinthians church. So in chapter 15, it’s back to square one, the basics of the 
Gospel. And you can sum it up in four main words: Christ died, he was buried, he was 
raised, and he appeared. That is more than four words, but in the original language, 
each of these verbs, these four things Christ did, is one word….we could call them ‘The 
Four Things Jesus Did.’ These are teachings that you can’t compromise – you can’t 
change them, and you can’t ignore them. If you remove these, you don’t have the 
Christian faith anymore – you have something completely different.”145  
 
 
Ralph Norwood (2008)  
 
Pastor of Calvary Church, Charlotte, North Carolina (in the 1970's) 
 
“WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 1 Cor. 15:3-5 ‘For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He 
was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and 
that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.’ 
 ​ 1. There are 4 verbs. 
     ​ a. Christ DIED 
     ​ b. Christ was BURIED 
     ​ c. Christ was RAISED 
     ​ d. Christ APPEARED. [It is in the passive voice.] 
 ​ 2. Note the subject of each is the same…. ‘CHRIST’ 
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 ​ 3. Comments: 
     ​ a. Christ died: definite event… 
     ​ b. Christ was buried: definite event [in the aorist tense] 
     ​ c. Christ was raised: definite event [with a line following it…with lasting results]. 
        ​ Why was the tense of the verb changed on the resurrection? 
 ​ 4. NOTE THE COUPLETS. 
    ​ a. Christ died and how do you know he died? HE WAS BURIED. 
    ​ b. Christ was raised and how do you know He was raised? BECAUSE HE 
APPEARED….HE WAS SEEN. 
 ​ 5. Only ONE of the 4 verbs has the phrase ‘FOR OUR SINS’ added to it… ‘FOR 
OUR SINS’ is not connected to the BURIAL, RESURRECTION OR APPEARANCE….It 
is connected only with HIS DEATH. 
     ​ a. His death dealt with our sins; The burial, resurrection and appearing did not. 
He was NOT raised for our sins…HE DIED FOR OUR SINS…. 
     ​ b. He died FOR which means ON BEHALF OF our sins.”146  
 
 
Phil Johnson (2008)  
 
Pastor of the GraceLife fellowship group at Grace Community Church, Sun Valley, 
California  
 
“Notice this phrase, ‘of first importance’ [in 1 Corinthians 15:3]….It’s speaking of the 
core gospel truths that are first in order of importance….These are the primary truths of 
the gospel. These are the most essential, fundamental, basic truths on which all other 
truths rest. And Paul enumerates them in four points. In fact, we’ll use those four points 
as our outline this morning. Here are four points of gospel truth that are foundational to 
every other truth of Christianity. These are the four basic, essential, first principles of 
gospel truth. They are the crucifixion, the burial, the resurrection, and the eyewitness 
evidence of the resurrection of Christ….And if you don’t believe in the literal, historical, 
biblical account of what occurred on that first Easter weekend, you haven’t really 
believed the gospel.”147  
 
 
George Meisinger (2009)  
 
President of Chafer Theological Seminary  
 
“Paul reveals in [in Corinthians 15] verses 3b-5 what he considered top priority gospel 
content. The gospel includes many truths, but 15:3b-5 are the crucial priority of the 
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gospel, which he would preach if he preached nothing else. ‘The stress is on the 
centrality of these doctrines to the gospel message.’”148 

 
“Now [1 Corinthians] 15:3b-5 forms a unit that answers the question, what is Paul’s 
priority gospel content…With four ‘that’ ([hoti]) clauses, the apostle boldly puts forth 
what he preached/delivered and what the Corinthians received/believed for eternal 
salvation. 
 
First Aspect of the Priority Content: Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures 
(15:3b)…. 
Second Aspect of the Priority Content: He was buried (15:4a)…. 
Third Aspect of the Priority Content: He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures (15:4b)…. 
Fourth Aspect of the Priority Content: Christ was seen by multiple eyewitnesses…. 
 
The Corinthians, as did all audiences to which the other apostles preached, 
believed/received the gospel in keeping with the priority content identified in [1 
Corinthians] 15:3b-5. It is this content the Corinthians received/believed so that Paul 
may elsewhere say that they are sanctified in Christ Jesus (1:2, cf. 1:30), washed and 
justified (6:11), and forgiven (15:17)….1 Corinthians 15:3b-5 when received/believed 
results in forgiveness.”149 

 
 ​ “Paul plainly makes known a sufficient gospel. He received it (from Jesus Christ 
Himself, Galatians 1:11-12), preached/delivered it as did other apostles, and the 
Corinthians as thousands of others throughout the Roman Empire received/believed it. 
What did they preach and receive: Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, 
was buried, rose the third day according to the scriptures, and was seen by multiple 
eye-witnesses.”150  
 
 
John Piper (2009)  
 
Pastor for Preaching and Vision at Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota  
 
 ​ “After saying in 1 Peter 1:23 that we are born again ‘through the living and 
abiding word of God,’ Peter says in verse 25, ‘This word is the good news that was 
preached to you.’ In other words, the word through which we are born again is ‘the good 
news that was preached to you.’ And what is that? What is that gospel or good news? 
It’s this: 
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Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, 
in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you – unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Cor. 15:1-5)”151  
 
 
Allen P. Ross (2009)  
 
Professor of Old Testament and Hebrew, Beeson Divinity School  
 
“The theme of the book [of Romans] is the exposition of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
apostle does not set out the details of the Gospel here; but we may gather from his 
other writings that the gospel is the good news of Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, 
and appearances together with the apostolic explanation of the doctrinal significance of 
these great facts (1 Cor. 15:1-5).”152  
 
 
Scot McKnight (2009)  
 
Karl A. Olsson Professor in Religious Studies, North Park University  
 
“The foundation for Christian orthodoxy is 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 (most folks say 15:1-4, 
but I’m not sure that is the most natural of stopping points): 
 
1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if 
you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the 
Twelve. 
 
I want to make a few observations…. 
 
First, the gospel is a narration of the saving events in the life of Jesus as they bring to 
fulfillment the Scriptures of Israel. 
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Second, the events in Jesus’ life are his life, his death, his burial, his resurrection and 
his appearances. 
 
Third, this narrative forms the basis for salvation, understood here to include the 
forgiveness of sins. These events accomplish that salvation and the gospel therefore 
involves the appeal to believe in God’s redemption through these events. 
 
Fourth, all of the early articulations of ‘orthodoxy’ — from the The Apostolic Tradition 
(Hippolytus of Rome) to Nicea to Chalcedon — are elaborations of this narrative. 
 
Fifth, orthodoxy, then, in spite of the yacking of some today, is not speculative theology 
drawn simply from current philosophical debates but elaborations of the gospel, often in 
response to threats to that gospel. 
 
Sixth, what is at stake in denying orthodoxy is not simply the ‘right ideas’ or ‘quaint’ 
ideas but the gospel itself. That which threatens the gospel is articulated by those who 
are most concerned with the gospel. 
 
Seventh, theology that is done without the framing of the gospel narration of 1 Cor 15 is 
not gospel orthodoxy. In other words, orthodoxy is the faithful unfolding of that original 
gospel narrative of 1 Cor 15 and orthodoxy is faithfulness as well to the major unfolding 
of that gospel, including such things as the Apostles’ Creed, Nicea, Chalcedon, and the 
fundamental insights of the Reformation’s solas as they seek to elaborate the gospel 
narration.”153  
 
 
Darrell Bock (2010)  
 
Research Professor of New Testament Studies and Professor for Spiritual Development 
and Culture, Dallas Theological Seminary  
 
“In fact, only to speak of Jesus dying for sin – even to speak of Jesus dying for sin and 
rising again – is to give only about half of the gospel message….Paul in 1 Cor 15:3-5 
summarizes the gospel as the fact that Jesus ‘died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas.”154  
 
 
Andy Stanley (2010)  
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Senior Pastor of Northpoint Community Church, Buckhead Church, and Browns Bridge 
Community Church, and Founder of North Point Ministries  
 
“MOVING FORWARD 
The gospel of Jesus Christ is clear: Christ died for our sins; he was buried; he was 
raised; he appeared. This is the foundational message behind the movement that 
continues today. 
 
CHANGING YOUR MIND  
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.  
1 Corinthians 15:3-5”155 

 
"And so [the apostle Paul] brings to us in no uncertain terms, those of us who don't have 
an Old Testament background, those of us who weren't raised to look for a Messiah, 
those of us who weren't well versed with the Scripture, he brings to us the bottom line - 
the thing you can't ignore. And here's what it is; it's four simple statements: 'Christ died 
for our sins', 'He was buried', 'He was raised', 'He appeared'. That's it. 'Christ died for 
our sins', 'He was buried', 'He was raised', 'He appeared'. Let's just say it together, say it 
with me. Ready? 'Christ died for our sins', 'He was buried', 'He was raised', 'He 
appeared'. Again: 'Christ died for our sins', 'He was buried', 'He was raised', 'He 
appeared'. Here's what [Paul] was saying; he was saying: 'Look, I know, you know it 
was seven literal days of creation and what happened to the dinosaurs - don't worry 
about that. Here's what you need to know: Christ died for your sins, He was buried, He 
was raised, He appeared.' [Someone might object:] 'I know, but all the - I was reading 
like in Revelation and there was like all these horses and fire and the world comes to an 
end...' It's like [Paul's] going: 'Okay, we'll get to that. Here's what you need to know: 
Christ died for your sin, and He was buried - that's how we know He really died, and He 
was raised, and He appeared, and the way we know that He really rose from the dead 
is because He appeared. He died on the cross for your sins, and He was buried, and He 
was raised, and He appeared.' And yeah you got a lot of questions. And yeah you have 
never read the whole Old Testament. And yeah you can't really put together the way 
that the - all the different accounts of the resurrection, and there's lots of questions and 
you don't understand certain verses of the Bible and some of it's so complicated, and 
you think you have to go to seminary, and sometimes, you know, everybody else is to 
where they need to be in the Bible and you haven't even found your Bible yet, and 
there's just so much information - and the apostle Paul says: 'Okay, okay, okay, okay, let 
me just, here's the thing you got to know; here's the irreducible minimum, here's the part 
you just can't ever lose sight of: Christ died for your sins, and He was buried; He was 
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raised from the dead, and He was seen' - and that's the gospel; that's the starting point. 
That's not the point you get to after you get all your questions answered. That's the 
thing you wrestle with. If you want to wrestle with whether or not Christianity is true, 
don't look at the Christians who disappointed you; don't attend a church that puts you to 
sleep; don't worry about the fact that your parents brought you up to be a Christian and 
then got divorced and your Dad ran off with somebody else. [Paul] says: 'Look, all that 
stuff is a distraction. If you're going to wrestle with Christianity; if you're gonna wrestle 
with the truth of the gospel - wrestle with this one thing: Did Christ die for your sins? And 
was He buried? And was He raised from the dead? And was He seen? That's it. That's 
the starting point. That's the stopping point. That's the gospel. That's the foundation. 
That's what it's all about.'"156  
 
 
Rick Adams (2011)  
 
Pastor of Greater Portland Baptist Church, Portland, Oregon  
 
“No doubt we have all become familiar with the marketing of 4G technology by the 
telephone companies promoting their state of the art cell phone service. Have you ever 
thought about what exactly does 3G or 4G mean? 
 
In the cell phone business the ‘G’ stands for generation…but the marketing relevance or 
the main difference is speed and the ability of a particular cell phone to use and transfer 
data! 
 
Romans 1:16 tells us that the Gospel is ‘the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.’ The scriptural and spiritual 
relevance is obvious! The Gospel that has the power to save is now in our hands! …Our 
generation! Acts 1:8; Matt. 28:19-20 
 
The Apostle Paul understood this when he said, ‘For though I preach the gospel, I have 
nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel! For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a 
dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 1 Corinthians 9:16-17 
 
Let us understand clearly just what the Gospel message involves! Again Paul defines 
that for us! ‘Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if 
ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I 
delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
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according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:’ 1 Cor 
15:1-5 
 
‘The Gospel in 4G!’ is made up of four powerful components: 
 
 ​ • The Death of Jesus Christ – God’s Payment for Sin! 
 ​ • The Burial of Jesus Christ – God’s Proof of Sin Satisfied! 
 ​ • The Resurrection of Jesus Christ – God’s Promise Fulfilled! 
 ​ • The Witnesses of Jesus Christ – God’s Purpose Declared!”157  
 
 
George Zeller (2010)  
 
Assistant Pastor of Middletown Bible Church, Middletown, Connecticut  
 
“The word ‘gospel’ means ‘good news’ or ‘glad tidings.’ What is the good news 
according to 1 Corinthians 15:1-5: 
 
HE _[DIED]_ FOR OUR _[SINS]_ according to the Scriptures (verse 3). 
HE WAS _[BURIED]_ (verse 4). 
HE _[ROSE]_ AGAIN according to the Scriptures (verse 4). 
HE WAS _[SEEN]_ (verse 5) by many different people. 
 
Do all four Gospels present the GOOD NEWS that Christ died, was buried, rose again 
and was seen alive? _[YES!]_”158  
 
 
“If I don’t like the message that Christ died for my sins, was buried, and rose again the 
third day, and that he was seen by eyewitnesses, can I just invent a new gospel?”159 
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