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BIG TECH BACKLASH

Bizarre Facebook survey asks users if they condone
pedophilia

By Nicolas Vega | New York Post

Facebook is under �re for publishing a stomach-churning survey that asked users whether
pedophiles should be allowed to solicit “sexual pictures” from underage girls.

The cringeworthy poll surfaced at the top of Facebook’s home page for an unspeci�ed number of
users this past weekend, according to a report.

Published March 6, 2018·

FILE - In this June 4, 2012 �le photo, a girl looks at Facebook on her computer in Palo Alto, Calif. Ba�ed in 2016 by Russian agents
who bought ads in an attempt to sway the U.S. presidential campaign, Facebook told the National Association of Secretaries of
State on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2018, that the company would send postcards to potential buyers of political ads to con�rm they reside
in the U.S. The plan was unveiled a day after special counsel Robert Mueller charged 13 Russians with interfering in the
presidential election. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File) (Copyright 2018 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.)
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“In thinking about an ideal world where you could set Facebook’s policies, how would you handle the
following: a private message in which an adult man asks a 14-year-old girl for sexual pictures,” one
question in the survey reads.

The disgusting multiple-choice poll gave users the option to condone the sick behavior, allowing
them to vote that the “content should be allowed on Facebook, and I would not mind seeing it.”

Another possible, nausea-inducing response was that “the content should be allowed on Facebook,
but I don’t want to see it.”

The twisted survey was spotted by an editor at the Guardian, who published screenshots of it on
Twitter.

“I[s] making it secret the best Facebook can offer here?” Jonathan Haynes wrote as he tweeted out
the “I don’t want to see it” response in the poll. “Not, y’know, calling the police?”

Yet another bone-headed question asked users who should decide whether pedophilic content was
allowed on Facebook — users, Facebook and users, just Facebook or an outside entity.

On Monday, the social networking giant headed by Mark Zuckerberg admitted that it was a
“mistake” to publish the survey, which appeared to suggest that Facebook execs were openly
debating whether to allow pedophiles on the site.

“We run surveys to understand how the community thinks about how we set policies,” Facebook
vice president Guy Rosen said in response to Haynes’ tweet. “But this kind of activity is and will
always be completely unacceptable on FB.”

In a statement to The Post, Facebook said the survey has been taken down since it refers to
“offensive content that is already prohibited on Facebook and that [they] have no intention of
allowing.”

“We have prohibited child grooming on Facebook since our earliest days, we have no intention of
changing this, and we regularly work with the police to ensure that anyone found acting in such a
way is brought to justice,” Facebook said.

It’s not the �rst time that the Palo Alto, Calif., company has found itself in hot water regarding
pedophilia on its platform.

In 2015, The Post’s John Crudele asked Facebook to take down a pedophilia-friendly page on its
network — but the company said it couldn’t because it didn’t violate its terms of service. After one
user started a boycott of Facebook advertisers, the company relented.

Facebook then signed a deal with the NY attorney general promising to help develop software to
detect the problem, Crudele reported.

https://twitter.com/JonathanHaynes/status/970234868016787456
https://nypost.com/2015/10/13/finally-facebook-unfriends-pedophiles/
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This story originally appeared in the New York Post. 
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