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EXT. MECLOPOLIS PARK - DAY

In the city of MECLOPOLIS, UNICORNS run and laugh on the lush 
green lawn. The sky is blue, buildings fill the horizon. A 
beautiful day.  

YOUNG UNICORNS play a game of CLOPSCOTCH-- hopscotch with 
hurdles included. The unicorns are all cheerful and 
encouraging each other. 

PHOENIX, a fiery young unicorn, looks confident as she CLOPS 
AND DARTS her way through the mini-obstacle course, hopping 
over one padded hurdle after another. 

PHOENIX
(Grunts, jumping around)

There! 

She turns back and lifts her chin proudly to the other 
unicorns.

PHOENIX (CONT’D)
I told ya I could do it!

JACKSON, the biggest and toughest unicorn beams at her. 

JACKSON
I never said you couldn’t! 

Phoenix waves Jackson on to follow her. 

PHOENIX
Now you, Jackson! Let’s see what ya 
got! 

JACKSON
Ready or not, here I come! 

Jackson is powerful, but not as fast as Phoenix. He jumps the 
first hurdle, no problem. 

JACKSON (CONT’D)
Hup! 

CLOP. He keeps going, racing up to the next one and jumping!

JACKSON (CONT’D)
Hup! 

He leaps higher, clearing the hurdle. Fumbles the landing, 
and tumbles head-over-heels, CRASHING through the last 
hurdle.
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JACKSON (CONT’D)
Whoooooaaaaahh! 

HARMONY, a unicorn floating on the air, hovers over to 
Jackson. She lands. 

HARMONY
Oh, are you okay?? 

Jackson gets to his hooves, shaking off his dizziness. 

JACKSON
Yup! 

He grips the fallen hurdle with his teeth and gets it right-
side up again. 

JACKSON (CONT’D)
Guess I’m not as fast as Phoenix 
though!

HARMONY
Uh huh! 

They turn to BREE, who’s next to play. Behind her in line is 
LIAM, who watches with timid interest. 

HARMONY (CONT’D)
It’s your turn Bree! 

PHOENIX
Yeah, c’mon! Get a move on!

Bree turns to Liam. 

BREE
Just over there? 

Liam nods. 

LIAM
Uh huh. 

BREE
Okay, here I go! 

Bree breaks into a trot and jumps the first hurdle. 

BREE (CONT’D)
(Jumps with a grunt)

She lands and trots on to the second hurdle, and jumps that 
one, too. 
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BREE (CONT’D)
Ut! 

At the end, Phoenix and Jackson cheer her on. 

PHOENIX
One more!

JACKSON
Yeah, come on! You can do it!

PHOENIX
Just don’t use your-- 

Bree clops up to the third hurdle, but instead of jumping 
over it, she DISAPPEARS WITH A POP-- 

And re-materializes right on top of Phoenix and Jackson, with 
ANOTHER POP. 

BREE
Whoah! 

JACKSON
Ut! 

PHOENIX
-- Your powers. 

BREE
Oops. Heh heh. Sorry.

JACKSON
It’s okay! 

BREE
Hey, look! 

Bree points with a hoof at-- 

THE SPIRE-- a tower at the far end of the park. The spire 
resembles a unicorn horn, and is several storeys tall. The 
very tip of the spire is flashing with light: The action 
signal! 

BREE (CONT’D)
Looks like we’ve got a job to do, 
Unicorns! The Spire Light is on! 

PHOENIX
Let’s get movin’!

JACKSON
On the double. 
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BREE
Let’s go! 

The unicorns race off for the Spire. Liam trails behind, not 
quite as fast as the others. 

LIAM
Hey, wait for me! 

EXT. SPIRE TOWER - DAY

Nice introductory shot of the Spire in all its glory. Has a 
shiny mother of pearl finish. Has a wide entrance at the base 
and a balcony up top. 

Bree teleports to the entrance with a POP, racing into the 
tower. 

BREE
C’mon you guys! 

Phoenix is the first to arrive on hoof, followed by Harmony 
(floating) and Jackson. Liam brings up the rear. 

LIAM
I’m coming, I’m coming! 

They scoot inside to-- 

INT. SPIRE TOWER - FIRST FLOOR - SAME

The tower’s ground floor has a glass elevator shaft going all 
the way up. Logo on the floor for the Unicorn Team. 

In ones and twos, the unicorns clop into the elevator, which 
slides shut and carries them up, up, up. 

INT. SPIRE TOWER - TOP FLOOR - SAME

The nerve center of the Unicorn Team, the Top Floor has a 
giant view screen with a map of the whole world. UNITOPIA 
looks a fair bit like Earth. 

Sitting before the screen is GRAYSON, a large gorilla with a 
horn. He turns from the screen to the OS elevator, breaking 
into a warm smile. 

GRAYSON
There you are, right on time. 

PHOENIX
Thanks, Grayson! The Unicorn Team is 
on the case! 
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LIAM
Um... what is the case? 

PHOENIX
Oh yeah! 

Grayson shakes his head and smiles. He gestures to the 
screen, which zooms in on a mountain range. 

GRAYSON
We’ve received a distress call in the 
Blocky Mountains. 

Sure enough, the mountain range looks... blocky. A bit 
cubist. Still naturally forming, just a bit whimsical. 

GRAYSON (CONT’D)
A family of goats can’t find their 
Granny. 

LIAM
Aw no! I hope she’s okay!

GRAYSON
That’s what you’ll be going to find 
out. There’s a Knotwork Station at the 
foot of the Blocky Mountains. 

PHOENIX
Awesome! I’ve never been there! 

GRAYSON
Dress warm. It gets awfully cold. 

BREE
Uh huh! 

GRAYSON
And as always, be careful. 

Grayson types at the console before the view screen, red 
flashing alerts ping up around the mountain. 

GRAYSON (CONT’D)
There have been reports of strange 
noises in the mountain. 

LIAM
Uh oh... 

HARMONY
What kinda noises?
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GRAYSON
We don’t know. Otherwise they’d just 
be noises. 

HARMONY
Oops. Heh heh heh. Right. 

GRAYSON
Your mission is to meet up with the 
goat family and help find their 
Granny. 

LIAM
W-w-what about the noises from the 
mountain? 

GRAYSON
Oh yes, I almost forgot about those. 
Look into it and report back! 

LIAM
Awww! 

HARMONY
It’ll be okay, Liam! 

LIAM
It will? 

BREE
Uh huh! We’ll be together!

Liam nods, still looking a little nervous. 

PHOENIX
Well what’re we waiting for? Let’s go! 

Grayson types some more at the console. 

GRAYSON
Accessing the Knotwork travel system.

Sounds of a SUBWAY CAR PULLING INTO A STATION. The Unicorns 
clop on over to a pair of double doors that SLIDE OPEN. 

JACKSON
Heh heh. I love this bit. 

PHOENIX
Uh huh! 

GRAYSON
Good luck, Unicorns. 
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INT. KNOTWORK SUBWAY CAR - SAME

A subway car built for unicorns to travel in comfort. Sleek, 
shiny, would make a good-looking toy. 

ANNOUNCER VOICE
Stand clear of the closing doors, 
please. 

The Unicorns find their positions and are magically strapped 
in to travel safely. 

BREE
Everybody buckled up? 

PHOENIX
Check. 

LIAM
Check! 

HARMONY
Uh huh! 

JACKSON
Yup!

PHOENIX
Let’s go! 

Lights in the train car countdown. Red. Yellow. GREEN. BEEP! 
The car SHOOTS OFF-- 

EXT. KNOTWORK SUBWAY TUNNELS - DAY

An almost-endless network of tunnels, stretching out in all 
directions, running loop-the-loops like a roller coaster. 

The tunnels crisscross and wrap around each other, as if tied 
up in knots (hence the name). 

BREE
Whoooooah!

PHOENIX
Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha!

LIAM
Whoooooah!

JACKSON
Whoooooah!

HARMONY
Whoooooah!

Our heroes’ car races through the tunnels, this way and that, 
all over the place. 
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EXT. BLOCKY MOUNTAINS - TRAIN STATION - DAY

The train car magically arrives at the train station, rolling 
to a stop. The doors slide open, and the Unicorns dizzily 
disembark. 

We’re at the base of the Blocky Mountains, which are every 
bit as cubist up close as they were on the Spire View Screen. 
The mountains go up, up, up. 

LIAM
(Dizzy noises)

HARMONY
I never get use to that. 

PHOENIX
Are you kidding? It’s the best part! 

JACKSON
Yeah! 

Phoenix and Jackson do a fist-bump, but with hooves. CLOP. 

BREE
All right, guys! We’ve got a job to 
do, and we’re gonna do it! Let’s find 
those goats! 

PHOENIX
On it. 

(Shouting)
Goats! Hey goats! Come out come out 
come ooooooout goats! 

JACKSON
(Snort)

Not like that, Phoenix! 

Liam has trotted a ways from the group, looking around. Snow 
covers the ground, revealing several tracks leading uphill. 

LIAM
Uh, guys? 

Phoenix and Jackson continue debating the pros and cons of 
goat-calling. 

PHOENIX
Well *I* say don’t knock it til ya try 
it! Hey Goats! 

Jackson shakes his head. 
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LIAM
Guys? I think I found--  

PHOENIX
HEY! GOATS!

(muffled)

Jackson puts a hoof over Phoenix’ mouth. 

JACKSON
Cool it! Yes, Liam? 

Liam, standing off by his lonesome, points with his hoof to 
fresh prints in the snow.

LIAM
Are these goat tracks? 

Harmony floats over, landing in the snow next to Liam. 

HARMONY
Why yes! Fresh goat tracks! Not an 
hour old, from the look of ‘em!

Jackson lets go of Phoenix. 

JACKSON
See? 

PHOENIX
Great! Let’s go find ‘em! 

Phoenix TEARS OFF through the snow, the others chase after 
her. 

EXT. BLOCKY MOUNTAINS TRAIL - DAY

The unicorns CLOP their way up the mountain side, with 
Harmony and Bree in front, Jackson and Phoenix following, and 
Liam bringing up the tail. 

PHOENIX
Goooooooats! You around? 

BREE
I don’t think they’re going to want us 
to just shout for them. Do you? 

PHOENIX
I dunno. It could work? 

HARMONY
What gives you that idea? 
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PHOENIX
Ohhhhh... 

Phoenix points up the trail to-- 

A FAMILY OF GOATS, BLEATING AND CALLING. They’re perched on 
various rocks along the trail, nimble-hoofed as their 
namesakes. 

MANNY, JANNY, and DANNY GOAT: Father, Mother, and Son.  

MANNY GOAT
Granny! 

JANNY GOAT
Graaaaaaaaanny! 

DANNY GOAT
Granny? Granny! 

Phoenix gives Jackson a big ‘I Told Ya So’ look, and trots 
ahead. 

Harmony and Bree arrive at the goats’ spot first, followed by 
Jackson, Phoenix and Liam. 

BREE
Hello! 

HARMONY
We’re the Unicorn Team! Did you call 
for help? 

MANNY GOAT
Oh wonderful! You got here so fast! 

PHOENIX
Speed is our specialty. 

JACKSON
But so is helping. 

JANNY GOAT
You tell ‘em, Manny. 

MANNY GOAT
Thanks, Janny. 

DANNY GOAT
We’re looking for Granny! 

MANNY GOAT
Thanks, Danny. 
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PHOENIX
Janny, Manny, and Danny? 

JACKSON
It’s uncanny. 

Liam clops closer to the goats. 

LIAM
Where did you last see her? 

Manny lands nimbly next to Liam. 

MANNY GOAT
That’s just it! We haven’t!! Granny’s 
getting along in years-- 

JANNY GOAT
And we wanted to come spend a few days 
with her, in the Blocky Mountains, 
just see how she’s doing-- 

MANNY GOAT
But I haven’t seen hoof nor hair of 
her since we got here! 

Liam gives Bree a worried look. 

LIAM
Oh no! Anything could’ve happened!

BREE
Easy now, just ‘cause they haven’t 
seen her doesn’t mean she’s not doing 
just fine. We just have to find her is 
all! 

PHOENIX
Yeah Liam! There’s nothing to worry 
abou-- 

THE GROUND RUMBLES AND GRUMBLES. AN UNEARTHLY ROAR rumbles 
through the ground, muffled by distance.  

PHOENIX (CONT’D)
Whoooooah! 

JACKSON
Whoooooaah!

BREE
What was that?!

MANNY GOAT
Tell ‘em, Janny! 
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JANNY GOAT
You got it, Manny! The whole 
mountain’s been rumbling like that 
since we goat here! 

MANNY GOAT
Uh huh! 

BREE
Oh dear... 

PHOENIX
Not dear, Bree. Goats! 

HARMONY
Well we just have to be extra-careful-- 

BREE
But the Unicorn Team is on the case! 
C’mon! Let’s find that Granny Goat! 

LIAM
Hooray! 

DANNY GOAT
Hooray! 

Bree leads the way up the mountainside, looking around. The 
entire party follows along, goats included. 

The weather is nice, the air clear. The lovely day should 
clue us in that things aren’t as bad as they seem.

Liam goes along with Danny. 

DANNY GOAT (CONT’D)
I haven’t seen Granny in ages. 

LIAM
Uh huh. 

DANNY GOAT
But she’s just the coolest! 

LIAM
Yeah? 

DANNY GOAT
Uh huh! Her Tin Can soup is so tasty!

LIAM
Did you say Tin Can... soup? 
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DANNY GOAT
Uh huh!

PHOENIX
That’s goats for ya. They’ll eat 
anything! 

DANNY GOAT
Yup! 

Liam politely hides his disgust. 

LIAM
Sounds...

(Gulps)
Tasty. 

Harmony looks around, taking in the cubist surroundings. 

HARMONY
Wowwww. I knew the Blocky Mountains 
were blocky, but not this blocky! 

MANNY GOAT
Yup yup! It’s just great for goats. 
Look! 

Manny leaps through the air, landing on a cubist boulder. He 
does a HOOFED TAP DANCE. 

Janny joins him on a neighboring boulder, and they perform a 
tap dance duet. Cloppity Cloppity clop! 

Liam’s smile brightens. He loses the worried look. 

LIAM
That’s pretty good! 

Manny and Janny land next to Liam. 

MANNY GOAT
Thanks! 

JANNY GOAT
We practice!  

MANNY GOAT
And I learned from Granny! 

LIAM
She sounds like a hoot! 
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MANNY GOAT
(Pronounced owl-ish-us)

No, but her friend Owlysius is! 

JACKSON
It’s so nice up here! 

PHOENIX
Yep! The trees, the mountains-- 

As they pass, a TROLL peeks out from behind a boulder. 

LIAM
The Trolls... Wait, TROLLS!?

The Goats start hopping in a panic, Liam frets, and the other 
Unicorns run around in a circle. 

PHOENIX
Trooooooolls?! 

JACKSON
Where?! 

Floating a little bit above the crowd, Harmony points to the 
OS Troll. 

HARMONY
Troll there! 

Sure enough, a pair of TROLLS (squat, strong, covered in 
warts and callouses) are peeking out from behind the boulder. 

JOEL TROLL
Aaaah! 

Bree teleports closer to the trolls with a POP. 

JOEL TROLL (CONT’D)
Don’t hurt us! 

BREE
Hurt you? You’re trolls! 

JACKSON
Yeah! 

LIAM
Don’t eat us! 

PHOENIX
Y-y-yeah! 
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JOEL TROLL
I would never eat a Unicorn! 

NICOLE TROLL
The very idea!

LIAM
You wouldn’t? 

JOEL TROLL
Of course not! Trolls don’t eat 
unicorns. 

JACKSON
Who are you? 

JOEL TROLL
I’m Joel, this is Nicole. 

PHOENIX
Joel and Nicole the Troll? 

JACKSON
How droll. 

NICOLE TROLL
Forgive my Joel. You startled us on 
our morning stroll. 

MANNY GOAT
(Incredulous)

We gave you a start! 

JANNY GOAT
We’ve been all over this mountain, 
looking for our Granny! 

MANNY GOAT
And there’s been all this rumbling and 
tumbling! 

JANNY GOAT
It’s been very jumbling. 

JOEL TROLL
Rumbling? 

NICOLE TROLL
And Tumbling? 

THE MOUNTAINSIDE RUMBLES AGAIN. 

DANNY GOAT
Uh huh! That! 

Unicorn Universe - "A Mountain Out of a Troll Hill" 15.



JOEL TROLL
That’s not the mountain, that’s just 
Troll Bowling. 

PHOENIX
Trolls bowl?

JACKSON
Well whattya know. 

JOEL TROLL
We love bowling. 

BREE
You do?

NICOLE TROLL
Uh huh. It really takes our mind off 
the monster. 

HARMONY
Monster?!

JOEL TROLL
Yeah! Haven’t you heard the unearthly 
howling? 

The Unicorns look to each other. 

BREE
We’ll just have to be extra-careful! 

HARMONY
Uh huh!

PHOENIX
Unicorns never say quit! 

DANNY GOAT
You haven’t seen our Granny, have you? 

Joel and Nicole look to each other. They shake their heads. 

Liam speaks up. 

LIAM
Um. M-maybe, if we climbed up higher, 
we could look around and find Granny? 

MANNY GOAT
We’ve been up and down this side of 
the mountain, with no sign of her. 
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JOEL TROLL
You could always check the other 
side...

NICOLE TROLL
Oh my yes. The other side is lovely 
too. 

JOEL TROLL
Mhmmmm. You might even find your 
Granny, if the Monster doesn’t first!

PHOENIX
Great! Lemme at ‘em! 

(Then)
Did you say ‘Monster’? 

The Unicorns trade looks of alarm. 

INT. TROLL TUNNELS - DAY

We’ve passed underground, through rocky tunnels wide enough 
for our unicorns to travel comfortably. Plenty of torchlight, 
the place looks warm and friendly, not dark and spooky. 

Joel and Nicole lead the Unicorns and Goats through the 
tunnels. 

JOEL TROLL
Trolls stay underground for the most 
part. 

NICOLE TROLL
Mhmm! 

Phoenix looks around, seeming a little nervous. RUMBLING 
NEARBY. 

PHOENIX
Is, is, is that the monster?

NICOLE TROLL
The-- why no! 

They turn a corner-- 

INT. TROLL CAVES - SAME

A HUGE open space underground, complete with Bowling Alley, 
Kitchen, Dining Room, etc. 

TROLLS roll cubist bowling balls down the lane, rumbling all 
the way. 
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NICOLE TROLL
We tend to keep to ourselves. 

JOEL TROLL
Uh huh! But with the monster on the 
loose, we’ve had to peek out and make 
sure it isn’t around! 

A HORRIBLE ROARING in the cave. The Unicorns jump with 
fright. 

LIAM
Is-is-is-is that the monster?!

Nicole shakes her head and throws back a craggy-looking 
blanket to reveal ROXY THE TROLL DOG, SNORING. It is 
endearingly UGLY/CUTE. 

NICOLE TROLL
That’s just Roxy! 

(Baby talk)
Who’s a good girl, huh? Who’s a good 
girl?? 

The Unicorns sigh with relief. Harmony is the first to put 
the clues together. 

HARMONY
Wait a minute...

BREE
What’s up? 

HARMONY
If the rumbling is just you guys 
bowling, and the roars we heard were 
just Roxy Snoring, what’s this monster 
you’re so worried about? 

JACKSON
Yeah! 

A YODELING CRY shakes the air. TROLLS grab their ears and run 
around in a panic. The GROUND TREMBLES with all their 
stomping about. 

The Unicorns and Goats bounce from hoof to hoof to stay 
upright, while Harmony floats safely in the air. 

PHOENIX
Whoooooah!

LIAM
Whooooooah! 

Manny and Janny recognize the sound first. 
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MANNY GOAT
Wait a minute! 

JANNY GOAT
Which tunnel leads to the other side? 

JOEL TROLL
That one! 

Joel and Nicole lead the party off into another tunnel-- 

EXT. BLOCKY MOUNTAINS CLEARING - EVENING

An open flat clearing near the mouth of a troll tunnel. More 
hoof prints in the snow. The sun has set, and the sky is 
getting darker by the minute. 

The Trolls, Goats, and Unicorns peek out of the tunnel. 
YODELING RINGS THE AIR and ECHOES through the mountains. 

JOEL TROLL
(Gasps)

It’s the Monster!

NICOLE TROLL
(Gasps)

It’s the Monster!

They point at-- 

Perched on a rock, a shadowy figure with long, twisting 
horns, swings its head back and forth.

Nicole brings out her torch-- 

And reveals the ‘monster’ is GRANNY GOAT, bobbing her head to 
the yodeling echoes. 

GRANNY GOAT
(Yodels)

MANNY GOAT
Granny! 

JANNY GOAT
Granny! There you are! 

GRANNY GOAT
Huh? Why hallo there, whippersnappers! 

She lands in the snow and comes closer to the party. 

GRANNY GOAT (CONT’D)
What brings you all the way out here?

MANNY GOAT
Well we haven’t heard from you in a 
bit and we were getting worried! 
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GRANNY GOAT
Worried? About old Granny? Baaaaaah. 
Don’t be silly! Ol’ Granny can take 
care of herself! 

JOEL TROLL
But, but... 

NICOLE TROLL
That awful howling! 

GRANNY GOAT
Hmph! You call it howling, I call it 
gold-medal yodeling!

BREE
Yodeling??

JOEL TROLL
Yodeling??

GRAYSON
Ayup! Why, the next yodelympics are 
just around the corner, and ol’ 
Granny’s gotta stay in tune if she 
wants to keep her title! 

JANNY GOAT
Ohhh, Granny! 

JOEL TROLL
Well now I just feel silly. 

NICOLE TROLL
You said it. 

LIAM
M-me too. 

HARMONY
You see, Liam? Nothing to worry about! 
The things we thought were scary, just 
needed a little light on ‘em, that’s 
all! 

LIAM
Heh heh. Yeah... 

GRANNY GOAT
Welp, that’s enough practice for one 
day! Who’s hungry??

JANNY GOAT
I am! 

DANNY GOAT
Me me me! 
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JACKSON
I’m starving! 

Granny clops off around the corner-- 

To a crackling fire and a bubbling fire, brimming with tin 
cans, old banana peels and other trash. 

GRANNY GOAT
Hope ya brought your appetites! I made 
Tin Can Soup! 

JOEL TROLL
Whaa...?  We LOVE Tin Can Soup! 

NICOLE TROLL
Smells delicious! 

JOEL TROLL
Just like OUR granny used to make! 

The Goats and Trolls gallop toward the soup pot, but the 
Unicorns sniff the air and look grossed out. 

PHOENIX
Did she say, ‘Tin Can Soup’?

HARMONY
Uh huh. 

PHOENIX
Suddenly I’m not so hungry anymore. 

(Faints)

Phoenix goes dizzy and passes out. The Unicorns, Trolls, and 
Goats all LAUGH as we 

FADE TO BLACK.
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