
MY 
VIMANA 

INCIDENT
A TALK BY PRIMAEROS

DR. FOXLOVE OR: HOW I LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING & 
GOT PAID TO MAKE A GROOVY SCI-FUR BOOK COVER



1. THE PROPOSAL
• “The Vimana Incident”
• Rose LaCroix aka 

Threetails – Author of a 
half-dozen books in the 
furry Science/Speculative 
Fiction genre.  Wife of 
artist/musician Kobi 
Lacroix. She is also trans.

• The price I offered was 
US$80 for a two-page 
illustration, back in 2014. I 
had a day job. No special 
techniques were requested.



1. THE PROPOSAL
• July 8th, 2014
• “Hi, I saw your Philip K. Dick inspired work and I thought you 

might be interested in doing a cover for my next novel.  Your 
work has a strong compositional savvy to it and your color 
schemes are eye-grabbing and interesting, the sort of thing 
you used to see on book covers back in the 60s and 70s 
when SFF got really interesting.

• I'm a writer with two furry books already out and several more 
on the way.  I'm working on a book right now that is inspired 
strongly by Philip K. Dick.  It ties in psychedelics, the 
Tibetan and Egyptian Books of the Dead, the Cathars, 
reincarnation, and alternate history.

• The story begins in an alternate 1939 where the Second 
World War has been averted by the outbreak of a space 
race and the inevitable arms race it leads to; the world is at 
peace but tensions are high; however, it jumps to circa 2606 
on an off-world colony, to back to 1154 in Laon, France, 
to London in 1946, to Northern California and Oregon in 
2039.”



1. THE PROPOSAL
• “Come to think of it, how would you like to 
read the book before the proof readers get 
done with it? It'll be a very rough, raw draft but 
it would save a bit of waiting. I can have that 
done in a week or two at this rate.”
• So, like that scene in The Devil Wears Prada, I get to 
read a novel before it comes out because I’m 
drawing the cover.
• There is a lot to unpack, and as a book illustrator it 
really is up to you to pick what seems important 
and attractive.



2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENTS
• So, what is The Vimana Incident about?
• Firstly, furry World War II got cut short because furry 

Hitler died early. So instead they all chase for the Moon!
• Ned, a British red fox rocket scientist (and a poofter), is 

“recruited” by the government for an international mission 
to the Moon! They found a spaceship there and Weird 
Things Happen afterwards. He gets to snog a wolf.

• It’s also about Godric of Hereford, a French red fox 
monk who wrote a prophetic book after accidentally 
eating hallucinogenic fungus from bread. (It doesn’t end 
well for him.) Ned’s adventure is in it.

• It’s also about Apollo Morrill, an American red fox in the 
future who is looking for a rather important book by a 
French monk with an ankh on it.



2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENTS
• The Protagonist, Ned, is a Red Fox

(who is actually several Red Foxes).
• Channelling the wily character Reynard from medieval 

literature.



2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENTS
• The Vimana is a sort of flying 

ship from Indian mythology
• Part of the idea around 

Ancient Astronaut-ery
• Rama and Sita rode on one of 

these back home after her 
rescue, in the Mahabharata.

• As for the title of the book, it’s 
about the spacecraft the funny 
animal crew found on the 
Moon.



2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENTS
• TRIPPIN’ ON DRUGS.
• 1970s America’s notorious 

period of experimentation 
with hallucinogens and 
mind-expanding chemicals.

• Dimethyltryptamine (DMT), 
Lysergic acid diethylamide 
(LSD)



2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENTS
• Science Fiction book covers of the 1970s / 1980s.
• Allowed to get as weird as they can, half the time has nothing to do 

with the story, other times they have everything to do with the 
story.

• The Art Of Sci-Fi Book Covers – Nerdwriter
https://youtu.be/M7Qm_UJML54



2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENTS
• Philip K. Dick was a Science Fiction / Speculative Fiction author who 

wrote about shifting perspectives, very strange circumstances, 
definition of human (it’s empathy bih), women with dark hair 
(yeah), and the search for the Real (Real) God.



2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENTS
• At the time, I was very interested in applying two 

influences: Bob Pepper & Jack Kirby



2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENTS
• Bob Pepper designed book covers, music album covers, 

and the artwork for a several board games, active in the 
‘70s/‘80s.

• Did a series of covers for Philip K. Dick novel reprints.



2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENTS
• Jack Kirby the (forgotten?) King of Marvel Comics, who 

designed many of the characters we love reading/watching 
today, for Stan Lee to tell stories with.





2. IDENTIFYING ELEMENT
• The ankh, Egyptian Book of The Dead, and

Bardo Thodol, the TIBETAN Book of The Dead



3. EARLY 
     DRAFTS



3. EARLY DRAFTS
• Based on the previous elements, I offered several early options for the 

author to choose from.





4. START TO FINISH











5. PROMOTION/
AFTERMATH



5. PROMOTION/AFTERMATH



CONLUSION
• Maintain a very personal art portfolio not just about your 

technique, but themes/subject matter and what you can offer 
what others don’t.

• Be a Culture Omnivore. It’s amazing how much ground still 
haven’t been covered by the fandom, and if you have a stake in 
something new, you’ll be the go-to person for it.

• Consider where you can put furry art. It’s not just pinups 
and YCHs. Book covers, music album art, card decks, see how 
you can use your medium.

• Where to get the book:
– FurPlanet ,  Amazon (USD10)
– Bad Dog Books (e-book, USD8)


